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Nach Gottes Wesenheit ist gar nicht dein Beraf sa 
forschen; forsche du nach Wesen, die er achuf — (Thou 
art not required to search into the nature of God, but into 
the nature of the beings which he has created). RUckert. 

Homine imperito nunquam quidquam iojuatiua -r- 
Qui, nisi quod ipse fecit^ nihil rectum pntat. 

(Nothing so unjust as your ignorant man, who thinks 
nothing right but what he himself has done). Terence. 

Pnre truth, like pure gold, has been fonnd nnflt for 
circnlation, because men have discovered that it is far 
more convenient to adulterate the truth than to refine 
themselves. They will not advance their minds to the 
standard, therefore they lower the standard to their 
minds. Cotton. 
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The true Shekinah U Man ' 
StT Ghrtsostom. 



In every man^ whatever be his rank, it must be re- 
cognised that the mind is differentiated more or less 
from matter; one must then logically, in a Study of 
the Sixth Sense ^ or Genital Sense ^ in Mankind^ i^cog- 
nise two ptincipal branches^ each of which has to be 
studied separately . 

The first portion comprises a review ofthl^ puissant 
factor in its physical aspect^ through which Man ap^ 
proaches Animality ,and the resultant of which is found 
in that phrase of Rabelais^ trivial perhaps ^ but posses^ 
sing a deep hidden meaning for the Reflective. Accor- 
ding to him J Love is ^^ making the beast with two backs. ^^ 

The study of the Genital Sense in its active phase, 
which forms the subject of this volumcy includes two 
perfectly distinct parts : 

A. The Anatomy of the genital organs in the two 
sexes y and an examination of the Anomalies 
which they may present. 
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B. The Physiology of the Sixth Seme^or the Study 
of the A cts and physiological Laws of Procrea- 
tion and Generation^ and the examination of 
their Variation according to Race and Environ- 
ment. 

The Second branch should be consecrated to the Psy- 
chical aspect of love which sharply divides Man from 
Animal^ and it will be studied in the volumes that are 
to follow the present one. 

But^ alas, in studying the Depravations, Aberrations, 
and Crimes of human Love, we shall prove decisively 
the truth of St. Augustine's saying, that, « he who is 
over-desirous of playing the angel, plays the beast. » 

It is the Ethnology of the Sexual Passion which 
we are writing, and that alone justifies our title. This 
book is a work of Medical Science rendered plain for 
everybody's eyes, written for serious minds who seek 
the truth in earnest. We offer it to them without 
varnish, naked, and without veil. 

There fore, we have deemed it unneccessary to trans- 
late into bad mechanical L atin that which might wound 
the false modesty of certain hy/wcrites, but we have 
avoided trivial and obscure language by the employ- 
ment of medical terms. It is for this reason that for 
certain words and expressions, which were in current 
use among our forefathers, we have adopted Greek 
characters. 

On the other hand, we have not written this book 
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/or the use of vicious and deiwaved young persons^ 
and the high price of the volume reassures us with re- 
gard to the age and quality of our readers. 

We have therefore considei^ed it right to discard 
the dogmatic and pedantic tone which would have ren- 
dered the reading of a popular work too difficult, 
and to employ instead a more easy style; personally^ 
we have been ready ^ when the opportunity presented 
itself^ to admit the casual joke and the amusing anec- 
dote. 

In this we are but following the example of some 
excellent medical writers^ such as Doctors Marrin 
and Meuniery not to mention many others. 

Doctor Jacobus X... 
Meadon (Seine), January i8gg. 
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The Genital organs in the two sexes. An 

acquaintance with the genital organs in the two sexes is ne- 
cessary to apprehend tho{>oughly the physical maladies which 
attack them, and their intimate connection with the mental 
maladies of the generic sense. Everything which concerns 
the reproduction of human kind ought to be considered 
as sacredy for Nature! has not given us organs with the in- 
tention of enveloping them in mystery. Many physical and 
mental maladies might be avoided, if everybody, the sim- 
ple enquirer as well as the savant, through the investigating 
torch of Science could apply to himself the famous Greek 
proverb: know thyselt, thy very self. — Therefore that 
which otir fathers denominated the genitals, the Greeks, 
and Romans called the noble parts ^ because they are des- 
tined to assure the perpetuation of the species. It is true 
that they also called them the shameful patts because 
modesty bids us hide them. — We prefer the first deno- 
mination. 

Difference of the male and female organs* 

It is evident that, in appearance, there is not the slightest 
resemblance between the genital organs of the man and of 
the woman. The first is what is contained, the second that 
which contains it. Neveitheless, the genital apparatus, 
where studied in its interior parts, presents strong analo- 
gies in the two scxts, as will be seen hereafter. 

If it is desired to know the first cause of the dissimilarity 
between the male and female organs, the worthy fabulist 
La Fontaine supplies it to us in his Tale. 
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You've have heard tell 
In days of yore, the human race possessed 
A window in thdr body, so that all within 
G>uld be most easily deciphered. 
Convenient thing for doctors in those olden times. 
But if to have a window in the body 
Were useful, one within the heart was not, 
And least of all convenient to the women : 
For how could they in such a plight conceal 
What they desired ? But bur common Mother 
Dame Nature did for this provide most wisely 
By laces two of equal length and size. 
Thus Man and Woman were alike possessed 
Of means to close this awkward aperture. 
But Woman was somewhat too loosely laced. 
Her fault it was, and she herself to blame. 
Being never willing to be close confined. 
With man 'twas different, and the lace*is end 
Perplexed Dame Nature to dispose of it. 
In short, the lace of either sex could not 
Agree, and this is why, they say, 'tis found 
In women short, in men a little long* 



In short, that which stares one in the face in the man, 
is the exterior apparatus, the penis and the testicles, 
the former to be introduced into the vagina of the woman, 
the cavity destined for its reception. Without penis and 
testicles there can be no copulation, it is unnecessary to 
say, for generative purposes. Now, the human speciesi 
from the point of view of the sexual organs, diflfers in no 
d^ree from the superior vertebrate animals. In all these 
animals the sexual union is the same. The male always 
possesses a penis which is introduced into the vagina of 
the female, where it discharges its sperm. The latter, pla- 
ced in contact with the ^gs which issue from the ovary, 
fertilize them. 

In the case of the greatest genius of the human species, 
and in the case of the common bow-wow in the street, the 
act of procreation remains identical in each. 
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Double character of the genital organs in 
the tAVO sexes. The genital organs in the two sexes 
have a double character to play, which allows us to distin- 
guish them as follows : '^ 

i" The organs which serve tor the preparation of the 
human germ and for its conveyance into the special organ 
destined to transform this germ into a living creature. 

2°^ The external organs which serve specially for the 
coupling. 

The first comprise the testicles and the deferent canals 
in man, and the ovaries and the oviduct in woman. 

The second are the penis in man, and the vulva and the 
vagina in woman. The latter possesses the uterus (or ma- 
trix) in which the foetus is developed during the period of 
pregnancy, and from which it is not expelled normally 
until it has reached its full development. 

It is to be observed that in the woman the urinary appa- 
ratus is completely distinct from the genital apparatus, 
although its canal comes end to end at the sur&ce of the 
external parts. In the man, on the contrary, the canal of 
the urethra is a conduit common to the urine and the 
sperm, for which reason the denomination genittHirinary 
organs is firequently given to the two apparatus. 

Although they are absolutely distinct one from the other, 
their neighbourhood causes them in certain circumstances 
to be conjointly affected, and the maladies which attack 
the one may influence in a greater or less degfee the 
functions which devolve on the other. We are therefore 
obliged for this reason ta concern ourselves with the uri- 
nary organs. 

The Apparatus of Generation in Man. 

It is composed, as we have just remarked, of two quite dis- 
tinct apparatus. 
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A. The secretory and excretory apparatus of the sperm. 

B. The apparatus of copulation. 

Let us give them in successive detail. 

The secretary and excretory apparatus consists of the fol- 
lowing organs. 

I*' The testicles y glandular organs whose function is to 
secrete the prolific fluid, or sperm . 

2"** The two conduits, the deferent canals by which it 
makes its way to. 

3"* The seminal tesciclesy reservoirs which contain it 
during the interval between sexual conjunction. 

And 4*** , lastly the two other canals (ejaculatory canals) 
which are designed to pour it into the excretory conduit, 
the urethra. 

The apparatus of copulation. This apparatus, 
eminently erectile, is formed by the re-union of the ure- 
thra surrounded by a spongious tissue, and by an interior 
body intended to support it (cavernous body), and lastly 
by a sub-cutaneous apparatus the contraction of which 
have the eflFect of vigorously ejecting the sperm from the 
urethra. 

All honour to every lord, says the old proverb. Let us 
make a study in the first place of the apparatus of genera- 
tion in man. 

Anatomy of the secretory apparatus 
of the sperm. 

THE TESTICLES. 

The testicles (from testis, witness, because they bear 
v^ritness to the virijity of the individual who possesses 
them) are glands w^hich secrete the sperm. Two in num- 
ber, they are situated outside the abdominal cavity in tlie 
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purses on each side of the mesial line; they are ovoid, of 
the size of a pigeon's egg (normal dimension) and weigh 
from 1 8 to 20 grammes. They are enclosed in a kind of 
purse, situated between the two thighs. This pocket, which 
is called the purse or scrotum, is formed of thin skin and 
furnished with numerous long hairs, and with a large 
number of sebaceous glands : the latter are^ much develo- 
ped and some of them attain a relatively considerable size : 
in some cases, they can give birth to genuine cystes. 

The skin which forms the scrotum is double, of a thin 
muscular membrane which is called the Dartos. It is retrac- 
tile and susceptible of very great variations in its degrees of 
expansion : under the influence of cold of the venereal 
orgasm it retracts considerably, while it becomes disten- 
ded in opposite circumstances* It is the seat of an abun- 
dant sebaceous and sudoral secretion. Generally its colou- 
ration is deeper than that of the skin of the rest of the 
body. 

In " Untrodden Fields of Anthropology ", we have 
remarked 'that in the crossing of the white race with the 
black face, the mark of the latter remains in the organs of 
generation until the third crossing, the mestiy who while* 
possessing 7/8 of white blood, has organs of a darker 
colour and of a structure obviously difierent to those of a 
pure white. 

Consistence of the Testicles. The tejsticles have 
a consistence of a greater or less degree of hardness, accor- 
ding to their state of action or repose. They attain their 
greatest degree of consistence in the venereal spasm ; it is 
the fulness of the conduits which is the cause of their 
resistance; when they act no longer, so that their canals 
are empty, they become less hard. This is what happens 
to old men. 
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Suspension of the Testicles. They are suspen- 
ded in the purses by a cylindric pan which is pointed in 
the abdomen, and which is called the cordon. Their great 
axis is slightly oblique. In front the tesdcle is capped 
by a small tubercle, called the Hydatidis ofMorgagni. 

Generally the left testicle is more voluminous, more 
heavy, and consequently comes down lower than the 
right. This is a general rule among all races of men, and 
it has been so always; in fact, the painters and sculptors 
of antiquity nodced it considerably, for in all their works 
the predominance of the left testicle is noticeable. It is 
the same in the statues in has relief representing lasci- 
vious scenes, which surround the famous temple of 
Elephanta in India. 

The younger and more vigorous the min from a geni- 
tal point of view, the nearer are the testicles drawn to the 
top of the purses, and so to say clustered together. In an 
old man, in spite of the diminution in weight of the 
organ, the cord relaxes, and the testicle loses its oblique 
position to assume a nearly horizontal position across the 
purses^ which become elongated. A similar disposition 
is also to be remarked in young men who have indulged 
too freely in venereal pleasures. We have even remarked 
it in a young man of ly, exhausted by masturbation. 

Epidid3rniis. This is an organ in the shape ot a pad 
occupying the upper side of each testicle and attached to 
them by its two extremities. The one iri front forms the 
head, and the hinder one the uil^ which together with 
the deferent canal is intended to conduct sperm into its 
recipient, the seminal vesicle. 

At the beginning of lite of the foetus, the testicle and 
the epididymis, independent of one another, are situated 
in the abdomen, in the vicinity of the rene ; it is not 
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until towards the end of the third month that the testicle 
begins to descend ; towards thfe 7* month it approaches 
the inguinal canal, and at length in the 9^ it penetrates 
into the parses, where it is generally found at the moment 
of birth. 

Structure of the Testicle. The testicle being* 
difinitively, the most important part of the male genital 
organ, it is right to study it in detail. 

It is a tubulous ramified gland, enclosed in an envelo- 
ping membrane, called the Albugineous Tunic, a kind of 
fibrous membrane, of the thickness of a millimetre to a 
millimetre and a half, the office of which is to protect the 
same time. In the anterior part of the upper edge of the 
testicle a somewhat considerable thickening occurs, which 
is denominated the body of Hughmon . 

To the eye, the testicle presents the appearance of a yel- 
lowish homogenous pulp, but under the microscope it is 
seen to be composed of from 900 to 1 100 tubes called the 
sememferaus canals ^ot spermatic canalicules,from 73 to 50 cen- 
timetres in lenght, and the thickness of a hair. The canals 
form by their reunion little masses or lobules to the num- 
ber of about 275, separated by divisions proceeding from the 
thick portion of the albuminous tunic . 

They are the semeniferous canals which provide for the 
formation of the sperm. Their mean diameter is from 15 
hundredths of a millimetre : if they were placed end to end 
(hypothetically), their length might extend to a kilometre 
each testicle. 

Their lobules contain on an average four canals which 
converge together and unite in a single stem which pene- 
trates into the body of Hughmon, where it falls into a 
mass of tubes, constituting a kind of first reservoir for the 
sperm and called the Rete Testis. 
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The Rete Testis gives rise to intertwined tubes called 
the efferent canals or cones of the testicle, forming by their 
agglomeration and enfolding the head of the epididymis. 
The efferent cones are usually from lo to 12 in number. 
Their length is about 25 centimetres : placed therefore 
end to end, they would form a canal of about 3 metres in 
length.They are half a millimfetre in size at their commen- 
cement, but they growthinner and are not more two tenths 
of a millimetre at their opposite extremity. They proceed 
in continuity with the canal of the epididymis which we 
have already mentioned. 

The latter is a canal with numerous flexqositiesi with 
a total length of 6 mfetres, and a diameter of thirty-five 
hundredths of a millimetre, folded successively on itself 
to Form the epididymis. The interior part of the canal is 
provided with a vibratory epithelium, the mission of 
which is to cause the sperm to proceed as hr as the deferent 
canal. 

Deferent oanal.The latter is the excretory conduit of 
the testicle and stretches from the tail of theepididymis with 
which it is cpntinued, as far as the seminal vesicles. Its 
length is from 40 to 45 centimetres and its diameter 
about 2 millimetres. At its commencement it is narrow 
and folded over itself, then it becomes rectilinear and in- 
sensibly augments its size. It presents a considerable con- 
sistence on account of the hardness and thickness of its 
coats and of its small interior calibre of 30 hundredths of a 
millimetre. 

Spermatic cord. The whole number of organs 
which lie between the inguinal canal and the testicles are 
called the deferent canal, the spermatic and deferential 
arteries, the spermatic veins, the lymphatics, and the tes- 
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tide nerves. The deferent canal is situated behind, and is 
easy to recognize; when it is pressed.it feels like a crow*s 
feather. 

The deferent canal with the rest of the spermatic cord 
runs through the inguinal canal, which it traverses, and 
penetrates into the hollow of the bladder to adhere to the 
posterior surface of the bladder and meet the seminal 
vesicles. 

Seminal vesicles. They are two pockets, in the 
shape of an elongated almond, one to the right, the other 
to the left, with a length of 6 centimetres and a breadth ot 
15 to 18 millimetres, adhering to the bladder by their 
anterior surface and connected wiih the rectum by their 
posterior surface. They are almost in contact through their 
anterior extremity. This is provided with a conduit mea- 
suring some millimetres which returns to the deferent 
canal on the same side. 

The seminal vesicles are not cavities : in dissecting 
them it is found that they consist of a lube rolled round 
itself. This tube has a diameter of 6 to 8 millimetres and 
measures in length from 9 to 12 centimetres. 

The cats possess a thick muscular tunic designed, 
through its contraction, to expel the contents of the canal 
at the moment of ejaculation. The seminal vesicles are 
the reservoir of the spisrm. They empty themselves 
during ejaculation by the contraction of the muscular fibre 
contained in their coats. Some animals are entirely impro- 
vided with them, the dogs, for instance, which require a 
considerable time to ejaculate. The sperm with man col- 
lects therefore in the seminal vesicles which secrete a 
mucus that mingles with the seminal fluid, with the 
object probably of facilitating the excretion. 

The ejaculatory conduits are two small parallel canals 
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back to back, from 2 1/2 to 3 centimetres in length, situa- 
ted beneath the bladder in the thickness of the prostate. 
They arc formed by the union of the deferent canal 
with the conduit of the corresponding seminal vesicle. 
They open into the urethra from each side of the sa- 
crum,. 

We will speak of the canal of the urethra and of the 
prostate at the same timie as the apparatus of copulation. 

Course pursaed by the sperm. It will not be 
uninteresting to enquire at this point into the course pur- 
sued by the sperm from its formation or elaboration to its 
expulsion. We perceive that it follows a path definitively 
represented by a long canal , filiforme at the beginning, 
then becoming more and more voluminous and composed 
successively, i*^of the semeniferous tubes, 2"** of the reic 
testis^ 3^* of the canals of the deiferent cones, 4*** of the 
canal of the epididymis^ 5* of the deferent canal, 6*^ of th^ 
ejaculatory canal, 7*** and lastly of the canal of the urethra. 

If we add together the length of their different conduits, 
we observe that the sperm before being projected into the 
genital organs of the female, pursues a course within the 
man's interior of the total length of about 8 mi^tres, that 
is to say 5 times the average height of the man. Now it is 
not uninteresting to recall the toUowing fact, namely that 
in the human species the digestive apparatus adapted to 
turn into blood the aliments introduced into the stomach, 
has an average length of 4 to 3 times the height of the 
body. 

In all our previous observations we have said nothing 
of the sperm properly so called. The importance of the 
subject, demands that we should devote a special chapter 
to it, in order that the description of the secretory appa- 
ratus may be complete. For the moment) let us direct our 
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attention to the anomalies which the secretory apparatus 
may oflfer* 



Anomalies and Malformations of the 
secretory apparatus of the sperm. 

The anomalies ai^d malformations relate almost exclusi- 
vely to the testicles. In order to classify them satisfectorily, 
it is necessary to make a rapid examination of the migra- 
tion of the testicles up to the time of their entry into the 
purses. 

Migration of the Testicles. In the foetus the tes- 
ticles, enclosed at first in the interior of the abdomen, 
begin to descend about the y^ month, going towards the 
inguinal canal which they traverse and then fall into the 
purses, where they are generally tound at binh. Neverthe- 
less there are numerous exceptions, for out of lOO infants, 
there are about 20 in whom only one has descended, and 
S in whom the 2 testicles are still in process of migration. 
On the other hand, the anatomist SufFey has proved the 
issue of the testicles in the case of a foetus of 7 months. 

In the case of infants whose testicles are not yet des- 
cended, the migration is accomplished in a period of from 
a few days to a few weeks. Nevenheless there are cases in 
which this migration has lasted for months and even for 
years. The testicles may remain definitively in the abdo- 
men, and in this case they lie ordinarily in the inguinal 
canal. It is rare to see the two testicles retained, and 
generally there is one which descends to its position. 

** In the case of 10,800 young soldiers, D' Marchal found 
eleven in whom one of the testicles had not descended. 
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and one only in whom these organs had not descended 
either to the right or to the left (i). „ 

The testicle remains independent of the development of 
the rest of the organism and continues small until puber- 
ty, which arrives, according to race, climate and indivi- 
dual temperament, at from lo to 15 years of age. But at 
puberty rapid changes occur in the course of a few 
months, especially if the child is already depraved and has 
contracted the unfortunate habit of masturbation. In a 
few weeks the testicle develops rapidly, the pubis begins 
to be covered with hairs, and the spermatic secretion 
b^ns to be established. The shrill and feminine voice 
becomes deep and masculine. 

Nevertheless the apparatus of generation may have its 
development arrested, remaining thus trough the whole 
life. Saffey instances the case of a man aged 28, otherwise 
well made, in whom the genital organs had retained the 
proportions presented by these of a child a year old ; the 
testicles, descended into the purses and perfectly healthy, 
were of the size of a small nut, and weighed only 3 
grammes. 

But it may be said, as a general thesis, that testicular 
anomalies affect man exclusively in his fecundity, without 
preventing his sexual intercourse. 

Testicular Ectopy. The complete absence of the 
testicles is called Anorchidis. It is not sufEcient for them 
to be absent from the purses to presume that the man is 
deprived of them. If they are not in their place, they are 
elsewhere; they may be held back, diminished, altered, 
they exist all the same and with them exists the function 
of copulation. 

(1) D^ HkYts, Anaiomie des organes ginitaux. 
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The true ^norchidis are those in whom the testicles have 
ne^er existed. This is a very rare case. 

Gnrptorchides. As a general thesis the individuals 
whose testicles are not present in the purses are Ciyptor- 
chides, that is to say men whose testicles have remained 
enclosed in the abdomen. 

Monorchides. These on the other hand have but 
one testicle hidden, and have one (generally the left) des- 
cended into the scToinm.{Sexual intercourse in Crypterchides 
and Monorchides). 

*' The ancients ", says E^ Gamier (i), ** believing with 
Aristotle that animals without visible testicles are the most 
lascivious, considered that it was the same with man. If 
man, says an ancient philosopher, had his testicles con- 
created in his belly, among all animals there would be no 
animal more lascivious than he. " 

The lamented Ernest Godard has done justice to this 
error by proving by his researches that cryptorchides, while 
indulging in sexual intercourse are completely sterile. 
" When the testicles ", he sayi, do not exist in the 
abdomen and are wanting on both sides, being only repre* 
sented by the deferent canals, the individual proceeds to 
eretdon without ejaculation, as if they did not exist. 
This fact has been recently confirmed by varibus sur- 
geons. 

b' Fischer of Boston has observed a case in a man aged 
45, who died ot pneumonia* No trace of a testicle exbted 
in this individual nor of the epididymis either on the right 
or left. The deferent canals descended into the purses 

(i) ^Anomahes sexudUs ajfarenUs tt cachets (Docteur Gamier); Garaier 
fr^, dditeurs,Paris. 
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and terminated in a cul-de-sac. The double anorchid is 
impotent and infecund, a natural eunuch. 

The whole matter is ridiculously exaggerated in this 
pretention of the ancients. The cryptorchides have but very 
moderate power. Polinan however has observed one who, 
when 12 years old, abandoned himself to the most immo- 
derate abuse of venereal pleasures. Death alone put an 
end to his excesses. Has not the mistake been made of 
confusing pseudo-hermaphrodite men,, in whom the 2 
testicles are not usually apparent? These partake of the 
pleasures and passions of both sexes, and abandon them- 
selves to every excess. 

The gravity of testicular retention or displacement 
varies according to the age of the individual, and more 
particularly the constraint and compression of the organ, 
revealed by the pain and the accidents which result from 
it. After minute comparative investigation of testicular 
ectopies in men and animals, observations differ in results 

The investigations of Lecomte, Gouboreau, FoUin, resul- 
ted in demonstrating that the sperm deposited by the non- 
descended testicle contains no spermatozoides. These obser- 
vations made upon men have been completed by observa- 
tions made upon different animals. In three horses, two 
asses, a bull, a boar and a dog, all monorchides, the pre- 
sence of spermatozoides has been -proved on the side where ■ 
the testicle was in the purses, and their absence on the 
opposite side. 

In a cryptorchid horse, Bouley did not find any sper- 
matozoides either on the right or left. 

Nevertheless these observations have been invalidated 
by others. After Gamier, Drs. Ch. Monod and G. Ar- 
thaud, discovered that in a youth aged 20, who had an 
eaopied testicle removed when suffering from strangulated 
hernia, there were spermatozoides perfectly constituted and 
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living at the examinatioay although this testicle was much 
less voluminous than the other. 

We may lay down the law from the above, that if cryp- 
torchides are not impotent they are sterile, while the mo- 
norchides are never so. 

V^eties of Testicular Ectopy. Testicular 
ectopy presents a certain number of varieties according to 
the position of the testicle which has not descended into 
the purses. 

According to D^ Houget the testicle is sometimes in the 
abdomen beneath the rene; sometimes in the iliac region; 
sometimes it is situated on the posterior part of the inguinal 
canal. At other times, and this case is the most frequent, 
the testicle occupies the inguinal region. Another variety 
constitutes cruro-scrotal ectopy. Crural ectopy is rare. 

Vedal de Cassis has pointed out a case of this kind, in 
which the testicle, after its exit, has risen again to the part 
in front of the abdominal coat. 

Perineal ectopy has also been observed. Godard and other 
authors mention cases in which the testicle was placed be- 
neath the skin of the perineum in front of the anus. 

In addition to complete ectopies, partial ectopies have 
been seen, in which the epididymis and the deferent canals 
descend into the purses^ while the testicle only is arrested 
in its passage. 

Double ectopy is extremely rare. Godard has collected 
20 perfectly authentic instances in man. It has also been 
observed in many species of animals, in the horse, the 
bull, etc. Particular ectopy is generally due to adhesion to 
the abdominal viscera. 

Races of animals in ^vhich Cryptorchidy 
is the normal condition. But a considerable num- 
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ber of animals are naturally cryptorchides, and never have 
the purses. Elephants, amphibious carnivora, cetaceans, 
are instances* 

In turtles and camels, they are situated beneath the 
skin of the groin. In pachyderms, the testicles are placed 
beneath the skin of the perineum. In the cheiropters and 
the greater number of the rodents they remain habitually 
in the abdomen , but at the period of rut they emerge thence, 
and take a momentary position beneath the skin of the 
groin or the perineum. 

In the case of monorchidis, the one testicle which has 
descended is generally in a state of hypertrophy. 

Sometimes the testicles, after descending into the purses, 
rise again towards the point whence they departed; these 
displacements, in most instances temporary, may become 
permanent. 

Sometimes they result under the combined influence of 
the cremaster and the dartos being contracted too energe- 
tically. The testicles rise again into the inguinal canal. I 
have known several persons who thus made their testicles 
retreat at will. Salmuth mentions an individual in whom 
they used even to rise again into the abdomen. Arnaud 
knew a young Parliamentary Counsel whose 2 testicles 
reascended into the inguinal canal whenever he happened 
to be in the company of women. 

Godard speaks of a student whose left testicle ascended 
again into the canal at about the age of 10, and remained 
fixed there definitively. 

Some children amuse themselves by causing their testi- 
cles to re-enter the inguinal canal; the organ assumes again 
directly its normal place without difficulty : nevertheless 
this manoeuvre may have serious consequences. Scurpis ins- 
tances the example of a child aged 7 who had made his 
left testicle reascend into his belly; the organ did not emer- 
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ge again, and, three years later, a hernia was formed at 
the upper part of the thigh, pressing upon the arcucrurale, 
and produced a strangulation which could only be remo* 
ved by an operation. 

In the case of an adult, it has been observed that one of 
the testicles ascended again into the inguinal canal, as the 
result of a fall or of a violent blow, and then remained there 
definitively. 

Supernamerary Testicles. Everybody is aware 
that we possess two testicles, as we do two eyes; when 
th^re is only one, it is because the other has disappeared 
or is hidden. But science has discovered cases where se« 
veral testicles are found collected in the scrotum. 

Blakus and other authors assert they have obserjired three 
testicles; Bligny and a few others have demonstrated four ; 
Scharff has found as many as five. But these instances do 
not possess all the authenticity desirable . 

However this niay be, that three testicles have descended 
into the scrotum is a very real and well ascertained £;tct. 

Examples of Testicular Anomalies. In i88., 
in Senegal, I found among the recruits for a battalion of 
Senegalese sharpshooters, submitted to my medical inspec- 
tion before enrolment, an anorchid, with woman's breasts, 
fat, plump, with buttocks as fully developed as those of a 
negress. His penis was of the dimensions of a European's 
of 15 years old, and therefore very inferior to that of the 
generality of the negro race. This individual, whom I had 
rejected, asserted that he was able to accomplish the act of 
coition normally. But brought face to face with a negress 
with the promise of a considerable reward if he accom- 
plished the act of coition, it was impossible for him to have 
a sufficient erection of his small penis to enter the spacious 
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vagina of the low-class prostitute, who assented complai- 
santly to the operation (it is needless to say for fihhy lu- 
cre's sake) and who vainly exerted all her most lascivious 
arts to obtain a positive result. 

In this same battalion, I found, rata avis^ a sharpshooter 
possessed of three testicles. Two of them were of normal 
si2e, the third was sensibly smaller. This subject, other- 
wise of vigorous constitution, was npt more salacious than 
any other negro. 

Lastly, I treated in New Caledonia a colonist of Scotch 
extraction who had the left testicle almost completely atro- 
phied, resulting from the kick of a horse received when 
aged i6. As a compensation the right testicle which for 25 
years (he 'Was then 41 y^ars of age) had performed its of- 
fice alone ad majorem penis glorianiy was much developed, 
very hard, and in size presented the appearance of a hen's 
egg. The penis was ofmoderate dimensions. Otherwise the 
colonist was very vigorous and led a very active and labo- 
rious life. 

Variation in the ^veight of the testicles. 

The physiologist Mantegazza, in his Hygiine de rjntour {i) 
has applied himself to investigations of the weight of the 
testicles. He carefully weighed the testicles of sixty indi- 
viduals in whom the spermatic gland was well formed, and 
he found that the average weight was 19 grammes for the 
right and 18 grammes for the left (in exact figures 18,975 
and 18,364). The figures are less than the average of 21 
grammes given by Saffey. 

The heaviest weight which we have met with was 33 



(i) We dte with pleasure the name of our distinguished Italian 
colleague, who is not merely a maker of pioneer books, but a famous 
TraveUer and Anthropologisti into the bargain. 
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grammes ; it belonged to a peasant suffering from rickets, 
63 years old, while the lightest testicle weighed 7 gram- 
mes, belonging toa peasant aged 40. The ratio between the 
heaviest and the lightest testicles is as i to 4, 9, a figure 
twice as high as that discovered by Saffey, who gives the 
ratio of i to 2. Few organs therefore, present greater indivi- 
dual differences, and, in certain cases it is di£Bcult to deter- 
mine if a testicle is hypertrophied or not. The young man, 
aged 17, who had only one testicle is celebrated; this sin- 
gle testicle was the right, it was perfectly healthy and 
weighed 70 grammes. 

Many anatomists assert that the left testicle is generally 
more voluminous and heavy than the right, and they ex- 
plain this fact by their different T)Osition in the scroti^m, 
where the former occupies nearly always an inferior posi- 
tion : but from our observations it is shown, on the contra- 
ry, that the weight of the right slightly exceeds that of the 
left. The exact ratio is 18.364 to 18.775. 

The Veteran and the Recruit or the Equal 
Number. May I be permitted to finish with this subject 
by a laughable anecdote, which a veteran of the Old 
Guard, who received a medal from St-Helena, often used to 
relate to me in the days of my youth. 

One of his comrades in a regiment of Grenadiers had a 
testicle carried away by a bullet. As he was a brave corpo- 
ral who had gone through all the campaign of the Empire,, 
he was given the post oi sergeant at the depdt. It was his 
duty to instruct the recruits of the Garde, and one day he 
had the following dialogue with one of the recruits of his 
seaion. — a I bet you a pint that you and tare an unequal 
pair; you know I am talking about our things in our c 

— « I take your bet, replied the recruit. 

— a Then you have lost, said the sergeant. I have only 
one left, the other was taken off by a bullet which a damned 
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Austrian fired at me at the battle of Austerlitz. Mine and 
your twOy make three. 

— « No, sergeant, it is you who have lost, replied the 
recruit, for I have three, and with yours, that makes four, 
an equal number. Pay for the pint. » 

And the veteran paid for the pint, having lost the bet for 
the first time after he had won it so often. 
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CHAPTER n 
THE HUMAN SPERM AND THE SPERM ATOZOIDES 



Opinion of the ancients on the composition of the sperm. — The 
sperm and its compo^tion. — Why is the human sperm thick and 
viscous? — The spermatozoides (zoosperros, spermadc animalcules)* 
— Movements of the spermatozoides. — Favourable or unfavou- 
rable environments for zoosperms. — Birth of the spermatozoides. 
— Different degrees o (development of the spermatozoides. —The ab- 
sence of spermatozoides renders coition infecund. — Vital resis- 
tance of the spermatpzoides< — Curious experiences of Mantegazza 
on the vital resistance of zoosperms to cold. — Vitality of the zoos- 
perms of differrent animals. — Vitality of zoosperms in a corpse. — 
Fecondation at a distance. — Escaped from t^ie phial, or adultery 
by post. — Is fecundation possible with the sperm of a corp^? — 
On spermatozoides animalculae ! — Different liquids constituting the 
sperm. — Chemical composition of the sperm. — Tardieu's process 
employed ia legal medicine to recognize the spots of sperm. 



Opinion of the ancients on th6 composi- 
tion of the sperm. — We find this opinion admira- 
bly summed up in the Essays of the famous Michel de 
Montaigne, one of the most erudite men of his time. ** Ar- 
chelaus the Physician, whose favourite disciple was So- 
crates, according to Aristoxetius, said that both men and 
animals were made of a milky slime squeezed out by the 
heat of the earth. Pythagoras said that our semen is the 
froth of our best blood; Plato that it is the overflow of the 
marrow in the spine, and he argues this because it is tliat 
part which first feels wearied from the work; Alermcon, a 
part of the substance of the brain, and since this is so, says 
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he, their eyes are troublesome who labour beyond mea- 
sure at this exercise: Democritus, a substance extracted 
from the whole corporeal mass : Epicurus, an extract of 
the soul and body : Aristotle, an excrement drawn from 
the ultimate aliment of the blood and held in supension in 
our members; others, the blood cooked and digested by the 
warmth of the genitals : ihey were of this opinion, be- 
cause at the extreme effiorts, drops of pure blood are ejec- 
ted ; which seemingly would have more probability, if we 
could discover any probability in such an infinite confu- 
sion. 

Semen, by ivhat means brought into ope- 
ration. Sperm denied to "womanby Aristotle. 

— Now, to bring this semen into operation, they arc all 
of contrary opinions. Aristotle and Democritus hold that 
women have no sperm, and that it is merely a sweat which 
they exude through the heat of pleasure andof movement^ 
and is of no use ia generation. Galen on the other hand, 
and his followers, ^^ that without the meeting of the semen- 
ces generation could not take place ". (i) 

After giving in this curious quotation the opinion of the 
' andent philosophers, let us see what is the composition of 
the sperm according to modern medical Science. 

The Sperm and its Composition. The sperm 
is in itself a liquid heavier than water, at the moment of 
its ejaculation, slightly alkaline, of a yellowish white, vis- 
cous and stringy, with a special odour, compared by some 
to that of grated horn, but rather in our opinion, lo that 
of the pollen of the first flower of the chestnut. Its taste is 
sharp and bitter, and very perceptibly salted. 

{^) Les Essais de Micbely seigneur de Montaigne, Amsterdam, Aux d^pens 
de la Compagnle. m.dcc.lxxxi. 
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It loses 90 0/0 of water by dessiccation, its residue is a 
yellowish organic matter, which, when burnt on hot coals, 
leaves a slight saline residue. This organic matter is, in all 
probability, constituted by the spermatozoides, which of 
themselves form nine tenths at least of the solid sperm 
secreted by the testicles. The remainder of the sperm is 
liquid, and serves as a medium and vehicle for thefbrmer« 
and is supplied by the different glands and the spermatic 
canals. 

When the sperm is dessiccated it forms a mass of crj's- 
tals of phosphates of magnesia and lime; the spermato- 
zoides enclosed among them undergo no alteration, the 
result of which is that they are still recognizable for a very 
long time in spermatic stains. This fact is of very great im- 
portance with regard to legal medicine. 

The complex liquid vehicle of the sperm issues toge- 
ther from the spermatic canals, from the glandules of the 
deferent canal, from the seminal vesicles, from the pros- 
tate, from Cooper's and LittrA's glands. We will describe 
these three glands when examining the apparatus of copu- 
lation. 

The office of the testicles is solely to elaborate the sper- 
matozoides, to which the sperm owes its prolific qualities; 
as to the liquids secreted by the various glands just enume- 
rated, their part is solely to facilitate by their fluent qua- 
lities the emission of the sperm out of the genital parts of 
the man, and by their viscous qualities, to prevent its lea- 
ving the sexual organs of the woman. 

Why the sperm is thick and viscous. On 

this subject Mantegazza, whom we have already quoted, 
remarks that among the various seminal liquids of itoammi- 
ferae which he observed, he found that that of man is one of 
the thickest, which perhaps might be due to the vertical 
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position of the urethra in woman. A sperm lessdense(and 
above all less thick) might leave the genital organs more 
easily, and so prevent fecundation. It would be very cu- 
rious, according" to him, to examine the sperm in the in- 
ferior apes and in the anthropomorphous apes '* and he 
thinks it possible to assert a priori that the sperm ought to 
be the more dense, the more the animal which supplies it 
approaches the biped position. 

This hypothesis of the learned physiologist is correct. I 
have verified it experimentally in Senegal upon a large Cy- 
nopithique, in Guiana upon a red monkey .» and in Cochin- 
China on a black monkey with a white face which swar- 
med on the banks of the Cambodge in i86... The sperm 
of these different animals perceptibly resembled that of 
a young native ordered to obtain it by the masturbation 
of the animals. Unfortunately I had not a microscope 
powerful enough to make a more complete examination 
of it, and I was obliged to content myself with a magni- 
fying glass. 

Of the sperxnatozoides (Zoosperms, spermatic 
animalcules). The spermatozoides are anatomical elements 
which are formed in the testicles, and which are endowed 
with very lively undulatory movements. They vary in 
length between 5 and 6 hundredths of a millimitre,and are 
composed of a pear-shaped enlargement called the head 
and of a filiform appendage which terminates in a very nar- 
row and hardly visiWe point, called /fe taiL ** The move- 
ments of the spermatozoides are sometimes extinct in pure 
sperm which is too much concentrated; most frequently 
they show themselves only in the ejaculated sperm, and in 
the sperm of the seminal vesicles, diluted with water or in 
pure spemi (Noixeker). » 

The spermatozoides are endowed with a very great mo- 
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bility, particularly remarkable in sperm recently ejaculated. 
At that moment they move with so much rapidity that it 
is difficult to follow them, and impossible to ascertain im- 
ipediatly their exact shape. It has been calculated that they 
progress from 3 to 4 millimetres a minute, which would 
be 220 millimetres an hour; that is to say about 4000 times 
the length of their body. Now a man- of middle height, 
I m. 60 progressing 450 times his height in one hour, 
would therefore progress 7000 mitres. But a robust pe- 
destrian, alternating the lengthened step with a few paces 
of the gymnastic; would easily succeed in doing 7 kilome- 
tres an hour, especially if he only carried his body-gar- 
ments. This comparison seems to us curious. 

The spermatozoides progress with the head in front, by 
undulatory movements resembling those of eels in water, 
avoid each other and turn round or repel the obstacles 
which they encounter. Sometimes they inflect themselves^ 
bending in a circle, then they straighten themselves more 
or less abruptly, without contracting or lengthening. They 
are seen also swimming with the tail held at a right angle, 
or at a more or less obtuse angle in relation to the axis of 
the head. 

Gradually, the energy and rapidity of these different 
movements diminish. Soon they only oscillate without 
progressing, they are apparently held back by the extremity 
of their tail, while the head and the middle segment of 
the body incline and inflect still. At length they become 
motionless. If cold is the cause of itf by slightly heating 
the sperm they resume their movements for a few minutes 
or a few hours. If the immobility is due to the thickening 
of the liquid by evaporation, the addition of a little water 
very slightly alkaline and luke-warm produces the same 
effect. 
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Media favourable or unfavourable to the 
zoosperms. In the spermatic paths, although the indi- 
vidual has ceased to breathe, though he may have been 
suddenly killed, poisoned, or died of sickness, the zoos-^ 
perms are still in motion at .the end of three days. In the 
genital organs of the woman they preserve their movements 
and their fecundent properties for a much longer time still. 
They exist during 4 or 5 hours in blood, and for a few 
minutes only in normal saliva slightly alkaline, although 
it is much less so* than blood. 

The mucus of leuchorraea, provided it is not acid or 
alkaline, natural pus, that of chancres,ofblennorrhaca^ exer- 
cises no influence over them ; it is not the same with 
lirine which kills them rapidly. When the sperm is di- 
luted with a too great quantity of water, and when the 
vaginal mucus is too acid or alkaline, under the influence 
of an electric shock, where they are placed in contact 
with alkalies, and even weak acids, with opium, strychnine 
and bile, the spermatozoides lose their movements. 

For the most part, where they move, the tail bends 
round it in a circle, as though it were attempting to form 
a knot. In some, they bend so as to form an angle more 
or less obtuse with the axis of the head. 

Birth of the spermatozoides. The spermatozoi- 
des take their origin in the small ampullae or cellules, 
called spermatic vesicles ywhich are detached from the inter- 
nal coating of the spermatic canals . When these ampullae 
have reached maturity, they become detached, fall, and 
become free in the midst of the sperm. 

The production of spermatozoides in the testicles does 
not occur till these organs have arrived at a certain degree 
of development, at puberty, from 15 to 18 years : then they 
make their appearance in the few drops ejaculated by the 
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child at the commencement of puberty. In the adult, if 
there are too infirmities or special maladies, they constantly 
exist, which allows him to fecundate at all seasons. They 
finally disappear in the old man, but only at a very advan- 
ced age. They may still be found in the sperm of an old 
man of 80. 

Different degrees of developxnent of the 
sperznatozoides. In examining with a microscope the 
seminal fluid of dififerent persons, spermatozoides of diffe* 
rent d^ees of development are found; in the testicles they 
are most generally joined together in clusters, and it is 
almost only on a level with the epididymis that we find 
them completely free. It is very important to notice that 
in the sperm of a large number of individuals, much smaller 
spermatozoides exist, perfectly formed, endowed with more 
active movements, than those which possess greater di- 
mensions; We may also meet with pus therein among 
those subjects who have sufiered from blenorrhagies either 
with or without epididymitis : but this is more rare. The 
liquid of spermatic colouration, light gray, which issues 
from the canal of certain adults in the efforts of defecation 
contains very few living spermatozoides, but per contra it 
contains a larger number of filaments striated in length 
proceeding from the urethral mucus* 

The absence of spermatozoides renders 
coition infecund. The complete absence of sperma- 
tozoides in the sperm emitted entails infecundity. This is 
what occurs to crytorchid individuals, and to those who 
have had accidentally, as in the case of double orchitis, an 
obliteration of the deferent canals . The quantity of liquid 
which they ejaculate is the same, the matter appears to be the 
same, but they are nevertheless sterile. 
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It is therefore the duty of every husband normally 
constituted who has suffered from orchitis in his youth to 
examine his sperm microscopically if he has no children by 
his wife. 

Vital resistance of spermatozoldes. The 

vital resistance of spermatozoi'des is astonishing. Mante- 
gazza,the physiologist, in his work which has been already 
quoted, has made numerous experiments as to the resis- 
tance which they offer to all the agents which can change 
or dissolve animal tissues and corpuscles. The human 
sperm maintained during lo minutes at + 37^9 ^^^ then 
during 10 minutes more at + 40°> keeps its spermato- 
zoides ahve. Brought during lo minutes to + 45**, they 
move with less vivacity than at 37**; moving in the same 
place without advancing. The semidal liquid brought to 
47^ during 10 minutes, becomes more and more fluid 
and yellowish, the zoosperms move still, and some, though 
but slowly, progress in a straight line. Brought during 
10 minutes to + 50**, the movement in all ceases definiti- 
vely. If the experiment is continued in order to determine 
what degree of heat the spermatozoi'des can reach without 
losing their form, it is found that the sperm maintained 
at -f- 65® during 10 minutes is still very limpid with a 
strong odour of chestnut pollen, and with its zoosperms 
still intact : kept for 10 minutes at 70® no alteration is 
observable. At + 80** the spermatozoi'des are still intact, 
and the odour is somewhat empyreumatical. At -|- 100*' 
during 5 minutes the sperm is very fluids exhales an odour 
of baked bread, and the zoosperms are scarcely altered. 
Brought to 107**, the temperature of a saturated boiling 
solution of chloride of sodium, they appear very slightly 
altered, and the corpuscle alone seems a little contrac- 
ted. 
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The alkalinity remains although it may be diminished . 

This liquid, which had undergone so high a tempera- 
ture, left to itself during ai days at a medium temperature 
of 4- 15^ although it was fetid, decomposed and very rich 
in bacteria, still presented the zoosperms very distinct 
and very little altered. The zoosperms may be seen very 
distinctly, nearly intact, in the drops of dried sperm, and 
medical legists are aware how it is possible to recognize 
the traces of an offence or a crime on the ground and on 
the garments, by examining what is left of the pollution 
days and months afterwards. 

The zoosperms exposed during several months in their 
liquid to the air, at the temperature of the climate of the 
South of Europe preserve their mobility, the lower their 
temperature, the longer do they do so, and when they have 
lost it, they recover it almost immediately, if they are 
brought to the temperature of huoun blood (37^-40*). 

Curious experiments of Mantegazza on 
the vital resistance of zoosperms to cold. 

The temperature of melting ice arrests the movement of 
the spernutozoides, but they retain the faculty of^ motion 
directly they are brought to animal temperature. Mante- 
gazza was able to retain the zoosperms alive at o® during 
four days, or more exactly during ninety-eight hours, 
by bringing them afterwards to + 37. After five minutes 
the movement appeared anew among several, and after 
ten minutes many were in lively agitation. The sperm wss 
contained in a closed tube of glass. 

It is necessary to observe however that this is not the 
extreme limit of resistance of the zoosperms, since in an 
experiment made on the 4**^ day, the operating physiolo- 
gist accidentally broke the guage, and the experiment was 
thereby interrupted. 
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However this may be, it is to be concluded from the 
preceding experiments that the vital resistance of sperma- 
tozoides cannot much exceed this limit of four days, since 
Mantegazza^ having on two occasions confined some 
sperm in an atmosphere of carbonic acid, and having kept 
it at o^ during six days, was able to revive only a few 
spermatozoi'des by exposing them to a temperature of 
+ 40, and on the following day they were all dead. 

In another experiment, the sperm maintained at o® du- 
ring 7 days in a small phial hermetically sealed, but which 
contained air instead of carbonic acid, presented no living 
zoosperms, although it was afterwards brought to + 370 
during ten minutes, and maintained afterwards for haif-an- 
hour at a temperature varying between +37® and + 40**. 
The liquidv was divided into two layers, the upper one 
nearly transparent, the other formed of a white and dense 
coagulum, which consisted of zoosperms, corpuscles and 
spermatic crystals. Putre&ction had commenced and no 
bacteria were visible. 

In other experiments the Italian ph3rsiologist proved that 
the zoosperms are able to resist a temperature much below 
zero. He congealed some human sperm by bringing it for 
eight minutes to — 14**, and again for ten minutes' to 
— 15<>; he thus obtained ahard, solid mass, which maintai- 
ned at zero for forty minutes, and then brought to + ^^^ 
melting it completely. Immediately after, the sperm pre- 
sented very lively zoosperms. He congealed the sperm 
again by submitting it to a temperature of — i7<*;the 
zoosperms perished definitively, although the operator rai- 
sed the temperature with numerous precautions from 
— 17** to o®, then to + 9®, then to + 3S^ ^^^ finally to 
+ 40«. 

This is Mantegazza's conclusion from the experiments 
stated above : 

3 
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** Human zoospcrms preserve their vitality from — 15** 
to -f- 47** — temperatures which closely approach the 
exact truth " 

Vitality of the zoosperm of different ani- 
mals. Their extreme limits are but slightly diflkrent firom 
those which I have observed for the zoosperms of the 
frog; m reality the zoosperms of the frog from — 
150 yj to + 4J*7S» Human spermatozoides from — 
15 to + 47. Temperatures slightly different from these 
are given by Paul Bert as the extremes, i. e. — 18"* to 

+ 56^ 

The sperm of the dog, from two of our experiments, 
appears less resistant than that of man. On one occasion, 
I kept it at zero during 46 hours, and I was unable to 
revive the zoosperms by bringing it then to + 35® and to 
+ 40^. With this dead sperm I was unable to fecundate a 
bitch on heat. Another time the .sperm of a dog placed in 
ice had all its zoosperms dead at the end of 24 hours, and 
it was impossible to revive them by bringing them to 
blood heat. 

Vitality of the zoosperms of a corpse. 

The French physiologist Godard discovered that the zoo- 
sperms were slill alive 54 hours after death, in the defe- 
rent canal of a guillotined subject. Mantegazza on his part 
examined the genital organs of a murderer hung at Milan. 
•* He was a man of about sixty years of age, but healthy 
and robust, and in his corpse was found a complete frac- 
ture of the second ind third cervicle vertebrae with lace- 
ration of the lo'Wer marrow. I examhied the genital or- 
gans 37 hours after death and I verified the fact that there 
had been: ejaculation of the sperm and that the zoosperms 
were well constituted. I examined them in the testicle, in 
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the epididymis, in the vesicles, and in the spermatic con- 
duits, but I was unable to revive them, even by bringing 
them during five minutes to a temperature between 35'' 
and 40*. The sperm had its habitual odour, but, an extra- 
ordinary fact which I have never observed in man, its reac- 
tion was neutral " 

Against this experiment we can place that of Godard, 
who, in 1855, in the case of a man who died a violent 
death, found living zoosperms in his sperm one hour after 
death. 

Fecundation at a distance. Let us conclude 
with the e;xperiments of Mantegazza by stating that this ori- 
ginal physiologist admits the possibility of obtaining arti- 
ficial fecundation vjnxh frozen sperm sent by express-train 
from one country to another. It might even happen that a 
husband dead on the battle-field could fecundate his wife 
and have legitimate children after his decease. Se mn e 
vero e hen trovatOy we might say, and the children thus 
obtained niight by called, ^^ Escaped from the bottle ". 
What an original subject for a fiirce(i)! What embroglios 
might not occur! Example, an absent husband, unable to 
return for a longtime sending a packet by post containing 
a bottle of his sperm hermetically sealed. Second husband 
who has had the same idea. Mistake on the part of the 
postman who hands to Mr A... the marital bottle of Mr B... 
and inversely Mr A's bottle to Mr B... The matter becomes 
complicated if Mr A..,has bright red hair, and MrC... has 
black. Tableau at the moment of birth. A law-suit by the 
husbands^ and a complaint addressed to the Postmaster* 
general regarding the negligent postman. 

But a truce to jests on such a serious subject. This is 

(i) Escaped from the boule, or Adultery by post. 
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a very simple experiment which might have been tried 
long ago ! 

Feoundation is it possible "with the sperm 
of a corpse? Take the sperm, not from a guillotined 
subject (could he have become so merrily by persuasion), 
nor from a suicide, but from a healthy, vigorous man who 
died rapidly and unexpectedly by a violent death, without 
much time ta look forward to it; rigorously avail one- 
self of the sperm of a subject who died from the rqpture 
of an aneurism or from cerebral congestion. Try with this 
sperm the artificial fecundation of a woman desirous of 
lending herself to this experiment. And among the female 
medical students, who pursue their studies in Paris, could 
not a bold, philosophic spirit be found willing to agree to 
it in the interest of Science? • 

Female medical students have been known to inoculate 
themselves with syphilis in order to study the stages 
of that malady. And are they not known to risk their 
lives every day in the case of a young patient suflFering 
from croup, when it is necessary to practise tracheoto- 
my and to free the aerial passages from obstruction when 
they are stopped by the false membranes? 

Why should a woman be less courageous than men 
and not accept the possibility of bearing a child proceeding 
from the spermatic organs of an unknown person, pro- 
vided that unknown is healthy and otherwise welt consti- 
tuted ? And in default of a female student courageous 
enough to lend herself to the experiment, would not one 
qf our princes of medical science supply for a sum of 
money a well-formed prostitute, presenting the conditions 
necessary for the success of the experiment. If it were to 
succeed, this experiment would settle entirely the dispute 
which has existed for centuries between !\Caterialism and 
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Animism. If from a dead creature, whose soql has passed 
away never to return, it is possible to obtain procreation, 
then the spermatozoid is in itself a living creature, a veri- 
table hotnunculus. 

Are spermatozoldes animalculae? Are sper- 
matozoides true animalculae? This was the opinion of ma- 
ny physiologists both ancient and modern, Lecawaenhoeck 
and Spullanzani considered it to be so. Ehremburg advan- 
cing on his predecessors, has gone so far as to rank the 
spermatozoldes among the microscopic sucker animal- 
cules, and Czermack has placed them among the infusoria. 
Valentin, when studying the zoosperms of a bear, belie- 
ved he saw in them a proboscis, an anus, a stomach, and 
even intestinal convolutions Gerber concedes to them 
organs of generation. 

The savants who are of a contrary opinion assert that 
spermatozoldes are simple vibratile threads, seeing that 
their structure is of extreme simplicity, and that they are 
not composed of an homogeneous substance. This is the 
theory of the anatomist C. H. Robin,who regards them as 
anatomical element analogous to vibratile cellules; the 
head represejiting the body of the cellule, and the tail one 
of the vibratile threads which are dependent on it. 

D' Bienaimi (i) says that mobility is not sufficient to 
characterize an animal. All known animals do not only 
move, but they also reproduce and digest; now, the sper- 
matozoldes have never been seen accomplishing similar 
functions. 

D' Hayis (2) for his part declares that '* the spermato- 
zoldes, wrongly called spermatozoars are no more animals 



(i) t^ahdiis priv/es desdeux sexes. 

{2) Ficondation naturdle. Librairie Pigeon, Paris. 
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that! the grain of pollen which fertilize the flowers, and 
to which it is permissible to compare them, are vegetables. 
They are a kind of free vibratile threads. " 

To these denials other researches give an affirmative 
reply: but, if all the theories which have been broached 
on this subject, have no very solid scientific foundation two 
facts appear to us to plead in favour of their animality in 
a somewhat peremptory fashion. If some sperm, in fact, 
is laid in a sheet of glass which is exposed unequally to 
heat, in such a manner as to cause only a portion of it to 
evaporate, the natural result is that one portion of the sperm 
submitted to observation becomes dried up, while the other 
still remains fluid, Under the microscope we ascertain that 
the nearer we approach to the intermediate zone^ the more 
do the movementsofthespermatozoideslosetheirvivacity. 
Some of them are in the portion which still remains fluid, 
but much concentrated, which border on the entirely dry 
region, and have either on the head or the tail obstructed 
in such a manner that they are unable to release themselves. 
Now, while the former make completely disordered move- 
ments in every way resembling those of an eel or a ser- 
pent which is held by the head in the hands, the latter on 
the contrary fold back on themselves in order to throw 
themselves forward stretching themselves in the^ fashion of 
a spring, as the same animals do in order to release their 
tail. M. G, Souchet Kas made another remark of very great 
interest. While all the other anatomical elements restored 
to their normal form are solid revolutional bodies, the sper* 
matozoi'des of man and of mammiferous animals display a 
most marked bilateral symmetry (i). The question evident- 
ly can only be settled definitively by the experiment 
proposed above. 

(i) Moreaa Wolf, Impotence et StirUUi ch!:^ PHomme. Paris, Deatu, 
^iteur. 
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Of the different liquids ooxnposing the 
sperm. The spermatozoides, we may say, compose the 
living part, and the other liquids, the products of different 
solutions, serve only as a vehicle for it, as we have remar- 
ked. It is not uninteresting to know what these liquids 
are. 

The zoosperms, immediately they are detached from the 
coating of cellule which has generated them, are received 
into a liquid equally formed by the spermatic canals, with 
which they unite in the proportion of nine-tenths to form 
the testicular sperm, a humour of creamy or muddy con- 
sistence, semi-liquid, of a dull opaque white more or less 
pronounced, sometimes slightly yellowbh, and odourless. 
The semen thus elaborated, makes its way to the meatus, 
where it arrives after passing through the long and tor- 
tuous canals which we have described, and being mingled 
successively with the liquids of the deferent canal, the 
seminal vesicles, the prostate, Gx)per's and Littri's glands, 
which give it the appearance it presents at the moment of 
ejaculation. In the first part of this journey the spermato- 
zoides attain nearly double dimensions, and more and more 
pronounced movements. 

The liquid secreted "by the deferent canal contains gra- 
nulations with a bright centr<e, and a dark circumference. 
This renders the testicular sperm less thick, and causes it 
to lose its colouration, which become of a more or less 
translucent gray. 

The liquid secreted by the mucus of the seminal vesicles 
is the most abundant of all those which combine to form 
the sperm at ejaculation. 

This is usually of a creamy, consistence, semi-liquid, or 
like that of jelly, sometimes slightly granulous to. the 
touch, of a yellowish gray, or rather of a yellowish or 
grayish white. The granulous condition is due to small 
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colourless concretions^ transparent, designated by the term 
sympexiouSyV/hich in old men frequently assume a brownish 
or rosy tint. 

This rosy coloration has a certain importance, for it is 
an evidence that there has been no coition for a long 
time. The sympexious may increase so much in number or 
in size as to render the mass of seminal vesicles hard, and 
even to obliterate a portion of the corresponding ejaculato- 
ry canal. Thence results, at every coition, a retention of 
sperm in that reservoir, and at the same time pains which 
are called spermatic colics. These pains supervene not 
only during ejaculation, but also during erection, mictu- 
rition and defecation, at all times when the vesicule is dis- 
tended or contracted. 

The prostatic liquid is slightly alkaline, odourless, of a 
pronounced milky or opaline colour, non-viscous, fluant, 
composed of a colourless fluid, holding in suspension very 
fine granulations, and^grea^ drops. To this is owing the 
whitish half transparent colour of the sperm, with which 
it mingles at the moment of ejaculation. It leaves deposited 
in the conduits and prostate of all adults, calculi or con- 
cretions, which may attain to a diameter of 2 to 3 milli- 
metres. These concretions sometimes exist in such a large 
quantity as to form small masses of yellow, semi-transpa- 
rent amber. 

The opalescent coloration which the semen ordinarily 
has, disappears almost entirely after the 2"** coition, when 
several occur at slightly separated intervals. Commencing 
with the third, it is more grayish, clearer, and more like 
the liquid of the seminal vesicules. As the secretion of the 
prostate is intermittent, and very slow, it is probable that 
the cause of the preceding is" precisely the more and more 
pronounced want of the humour supplied by that organ. 

When the sperm has been ejaculated for a certain time. 
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it congeals into jelly, then it dries up and forms spots 
which stiffen the linen. After it has dried up, it may be 
moistened again, swell and resume its primitive aspect, 
five or six years or even more after its production. The 
spots which it forms then resume their density and even 
the opaline or grayish tint which they had at the moment 
of ejaculation, but the matter which composes them is not 
fluctuant, and the spermatic odour is absent. 

Chemical composition of the human 
sperm. The cerebral matter whence human thought 
springs forth and the genetic apparatus which manufactu- 
res the sperm, both subsist on phosphorus, and Muckel is 
right in saying that " the sperm is a drop of brain ''. 

The yellowish coloured residue, supplied by the desic- 
cation of the sperm, is called spermaline. The chemist 
Vauquelin, in his analysis of the sperm, found 90 p. 100 
ofwater, 6 p, 100 of spermatine, 5 p. ioo,ofphosphate,hydro- 
chlorate, magnesia and lime, and i p. 100 of soda. 

Tardieu's process employed in legal medi- 
cine to recognize the spots of sperm. The la- 
mented Ambroise Tardieu, whose recent loss is regretted 
by Science, has indicated in his classical w^ork (i) a very 
simple process of easy execution, within the compass of 
every physician, jo recognize the traces of sperm on li- 
nen or any other substance. This process has the im- 
mense advantageof restoringto the spots of sperm their ori- 
ginal character without altering the substance which com- 
poses them, in such a manner that it is sufficient to sub- 
mit a particle of it to microscopical examination, just as 
though a perfectly first spot were in question. ** The tex- 
tile fabric being cut so as to slightly go beyond the stai- 

(1) Etude niidko'lfgah sur Us ^ttetUats aux Mceurs par Am.T. (Paris, 

1878). 
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ned portion, the unstained portion is soaked in distilled 
water or in a weak alkaline solution. The fabric absorbs 
it then, by capillary attraction, and the spot itself in pro- 
portion as the water penetrates it, and after a period 
which varies from three ta six or twelve hours, swells, in- 
flates, reconstitutes itself in a way, and it is necessary 
only to remove a small portion of the matter deposited 
on the linen with the point of a scalpel and to place it on 
a sheet of glass for microscopical examination. Thesper- 
matozoides are then observed with extreme facility, the 
greater number of them intact, and a few broken. These 
microscopic elements are sometimes agglomerated in an 
amorphous mass. Most frequently they occur mixed with 
fatty granulations, with globules of granulous mucus, and 
finally with prismatic crystal with a rhomboidal base of 
phosphate of magnesia. 

It is possible by analogous processes to recognize the 
spots of sperm found on the floor of a room. 

Tardieu cites the process of Longuet who employs dis- 
tilled water coloured with a few drops of an ammoniated 
carmine solution,and the stuff having been once macerated 
in the solution from 36 to 48 hours it is undone and un- 
ravelled thread by thread, and each thread is undone in a 
drop of ordinary glycerine. Under a microscope with a 
magnifying power of 500 diameters, bunches of sperma- 
tozoides are visible round the uncoloured vegetable fi- 
brils, the greater portion of them complete with the head 
strongly coloured a bright red, while the tail has no tint. 

Following clever description is reproduced from the 
Manuel complet de iKedecitte legale j by J. Briakd et Chau- 
Dfe (i). 

*' The spermatozoifdes are nearly always some of them 

(i) Paris, J.-B. Bailli^ et fib, (^diteurs. 
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entire, and some broken. The relative proportion of one 
to the other is more or less considerable in different cases. 
The number of those which are broken is greater, where 
the spots are old, very dry, or require a greater account of 
scraping. 

The entire spermatozoTdes consist of a larger portion, 
somewhat flattened, which is called the head, the body 
and the disc; and of a long appendage which is called the 
tail. The latter begins to diminish immediately from its 
commencement, near which it sometimes exhibits two or 
three slight ovoid swellings pale« moniliform or slightly 
irregular. The head is pear-shaped, flattened ; its narrow- 
est extremity terminates in front » the widest behind; it 
is at this last point that the tail is fixed. The total length 
of the spermatozoides is 5 hundredth of a millimetre on 
an average, and varies very little. The head is 5 thou- 
sandths of a millimetre in lengthy 2 in thickness and 3 in 
breadth behind. The spermatozoides are pale, grayish and 
transparent. The preparations made in the conditions in- 
dicated exhibit many spermatozoides with their tail bro- 
ken in the middle and others near the head. Fragments 
of the tail are seen here and there which are not termina- 
ted by a head. In spite of these fractures the nature of these 
bodies is easely recognized by reason of the shape and pe- 
culiar appearance of the head, whether it is seen in front 
or from the side. Sometimes the spermatozoTdes are not 
free and floating in the liquid as prepared, but plunged 
into the amorphous mass, swollen and softened with mu- 
cus, which is produced in the seminal vesicles, and is 
found more or less abundantly in the ejaculated sperm 
and in the spots. They are rounded or ovoid, with a regu- 
lar outline, sometimes sinuous. Sometimes they touch one 
another and consolidate, so as to form pale masses nearly 
perforated and areolar. Nearly always they unite together 
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a few spermatozoides or leucocytes, and molecular granu- 
lations. 

In the sperm which has cooled after ejaculation prisma- 
tic crystals oblique at the base and rhomboTdal in shape 
composed of phosphate of magnesia are constantly produ- 
ced ; they are often slightly elongated or flattened out, 
which gives them a lozenge- shape. These crystals assume 
individually as they form in large or small volume a ge- 
neral shape slightly more or less elongated, and remain 
isolated or grouped in different ways. It is not uncommon 
in examinations to meet with their different crystals in the 
spots of sperm, but when they are voluminous and from i 
to 2 thousandths of a millimetre in length, they are fre- 
quently broken. 

In the spermatic or supposential spots submitted to his 
examinations, the expert may find mixed with the elements 
of the product, (i**) microscopical grains, irregular, dark, 
such as are found in the greater part of dusts with an ori- 
gin foreign to the human body; (2"^) a few grains of starch 
similar to those which are found on the surface of many 
fabrics and in many dusts; (3"*) rare polygonal cellules, 
slender, transparent, 3 to 4 hundredths of a millimetre in 
breadth without any nucleus, almost without granulations 
similar to those which are continually detached from the 
epidermic surface of the human body, and which remain 
for the most part adhering to the garments applied direc- 
tly or indirectly to the skin. 

Almost always there is found in preparations made with 
the spots, a certain number of greasy granulations with a 
yellowish centre, which normally exist in the ejaculated 
sperm. 

It is possible, in case of need, to render the outlines of 
the spermatozoidies more clear by adding to the prepara^ 
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tion of water a small quantity of iodure ioduret, as 
M. Boussin has indicate (i). 

Some of the epithelial tesselated cellules of the urethra 
may also be met with in it; these the sperm carries along 
with it at the time of ejaculation, and are nearly always 
present in small quantity. 

The expert ought then to be acquainted with these cel- 
lules and to know how to distinguish them from the epi- 
thelial tesselated cellules which proceed from the vaginal 
tunic. He ought also to. know that in some subjects, as 
an individual variety the urethra is found hung with cel-» 
lules, vety small and prismatic rather than tesselated. 

Often too there is formed in the matrix of the spots of 
sperm, a certain number of leucocytes or globules with 
spherical deuils, finely granulous which exist normally 
in the ejaculated sperm. However they are often in the 
preparations made with spots slightly less irregular in 
form, and slightly less uniformly granulous, than in the 
fresh state. The action of the water causes one or two 
nuclei to appear which are absent in recently ejaculated 
sperm. 

It is more uncommon, but not exceptional, to meet with 
regularly spherical drops, limpid, pale in colour, feebly 
refracting the light, of variable size, which exist nearly 
always in the ejaculated sperm, and continually in that of 
the seminal vesicles. 

This remark applies equally to the sympexions, pale 
corpuscles or concretions, transparent and feebly refracting 
the light. 

(i) Examination of spots of sperm. Annals of Public Health and Legal 
Medeciw, j86j. 
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CHAPTER m 
MALE APPARATUS OF COPULATION 



Penis. — Gland. — - Structure of the penis. — Coverings of the 
penis, or prepuce. — Cavernous bodies. — Spongious bodies. — 
The canal of the urethra : its different divisions. — Mucous of the 
gland and its sensibility. — Interior surface of the urethra, its glands 
and its papillae. — Muscles of the urethra : glands appendant to 
the canal of the urethra. — The prostate and its structure. Glands 
of Cooper or Merry. — Vessels and nerves of the penis. — Bladder. 



Male Apparatus of Copulation. This consist 
almost entirely of the penis, which conveys the sperm 
into the organs of the woman, and to which is attached 
the urethra, the canal common to the sperm and the 
bladder, and the deflferend glands which are appended to it, 
the glands of Cooper or Merry, the glands of Littr6, and 
the urethral glands. In fact owing to the close relation 
which the copulative apparatus has to the urinary appa- 
ratus, owing to their common canal the urethra, and the- 
refore to the reaction which disorders of the urinary appa- 
ratus have on the entire apparatus of generation, we have 
considered it useful to give in this part an anatomical des- 
cription of the bladder. 

The Penis. The virile member in man, medically 
denominated the penis (a latin word), is employed by the 
male for copulation for the purpose of pleasure and of the 
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reproduction of species. This organ, regarded as to con- 
sistence» both of its shape and direction, presents two 
appearances. 

In its habitual condition, and when it is employed for 
the requirements of the urinary apparatus, it is soft, flabby, 
hanging the length of the purses; in this state, its shape is 
that of a slightly flattened cylinder. 

Under the influence of an erection (sexual generally), 
the blood penetrates in considerable quantity into the 
penis, which enters a state of erection, rises from the side 
of the abdomen, and becomes harder and more volumi- 
nous than it is when in a state of repose; its shape too is 
altered and then represents a triangular prism with roun- 
ded side. 

The proportions existing between the copulation-organ 
in a state of repose and the same when in a state of erec- 
tion, do not depend in any degree upon the size of the 
penis when all sexual excitement is absent. A penis, in fact, 
which is of very small dimensions when it is hanging, 
may attain enormous dimensions at the time of erection. 
It is not uncommon, on the other hand , to see a very 
Voluminous virile member attain by erection a size very 
little superior to that which it has in a normal state. Indi- 
vidual differences in the size of the penis are considerable; 
they vary at once according to races, and according to the 
individuak of each race. We may say nevertheless that in 
the french race the average in erection is from 140 to 
150 millimhres and always from 36 to 38 in diameter. 

Two different parts of the penis must be distinguished : 
an anterior part, free and vertical constituting the penis 
properly so called, and a deep part, situated in the thickness 
of the perinaeum and in continuation with the bladder. 

The Gland. The free part terminates in an enlarge- 
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fnent called the gland pierced at the top by a vertical hole 
or urinary meatus. The base of the gland, which is enlar- 
ged to form the crown, is narrow, circularly, and in this 
groove is attached the cutaneous fold called the prepuce. 
Behind the crown a depression occurs where there are nu- 
merous glands which secrete a caseous matter, resembling 
white cheese, and having a pronounced odour of cheese. 
They are called Eyson glands. 

The surface of the gland is covered with a thin mucous, 
which displays a slightly rosy colouration and forms thin 
folds when the penis is in a state of repose. But during erec- 
tion, when the turgid gland assumes a provoking appea- 
rance, the rosy coloration changes to a bright red, the 
folds disappear, the entire cone becomes shining, and the 
tension is so great that it seems ready to break and allow 
the confined blood to escape. 

The upper surface or back of the penis is furrowed with 
veins; the lower surface is noticeable for the projecture 
which forms the canal of the urethra. 

The posterior extremity or root of the penis penetrates 
into the thickness of the perinaeum, where it divides into 
three branches, two superior and lateral which are fastened 
to the bones of the pelvis, and one mesial and inferior, 
enclosing the urethra and running to the bladder and eja- 
culatory conduits. 

Structure oi the Penis. The copulative organ 
is composed (i'**) of the canal of the urethra, (2°^) of the 
cavernous bodies, (3"*) of the spongious bodies, (4***) of the 
muscles, arteries, veins, and nerves; all these component 
parts are enveloped in three coverings. 

Let us observe these component parts from without and 
from within. 
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Coverings of the penis. Outside, we find the 
skin which is noticeable for its fineness, its extreme mobi- 
lity, and the total absence ot any hairs. The second co- 
vering, that situated beneath the skin, consists principally 
of muscular fibres. The third is cellular. This latter is much 
relaxed and can be infiltrated very rapidly : its infiltration 
is sometimes so rapid that a few hours are sufficient for 
the penis to attain its full size four times. The last cove- 
ring consists of an elastic tissue. It follows the suspensory 
ligament of the penis, forms the immediate covering of 
the cavernous bodies, and the spongious portion of the 
urethra, which it separates and to which it is extremely 
adherent. 

Of the Prepuce. At the end of the penis, the skin 
forms a cutaneous fold called the prepuce. 

The way in which the prepuce is formed by the skin is as 
follows. When it has reached the level of the gland below 
the crown, sometimes at its very anterior extremity, some- 
time's towards a point nearer to its base (a condition which 
cause the prepuce in individuals to be more or less long) 
the skin of the penis folds back on itself and changes its 
character by transforming itself into a mucous membrane. 
Then, without forming any adherence with the surface 
of the gland, it inclines backward, leaning against the cu- 
taneous covering,and when it reaches the base of the gland, 
it folds back on itself a second time to unite with the mu- 
cous membrane of the anterior extremity of the penis. 

The length of the penis is very variable in different in- 
dividuals. With some, it projects over the gland 2 or 3 
centimetres in the shape of a cap, with others it terminates 
on a level with the urinary meatus. More rarely, it scarcely 
covers the crown and leaves the gland almost entirely 
exposed. On one occasion only, in a Chinaman, have we 

4 
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seen it leaving the crown free and forming behind it a little 
circular cap which naturally disappeared at erection. This 
Chinese boy (15 years old) declared that it had always been 
like this : besides, the prepuce bore no trace of any ope- 
ration. 

The fraenum or fillet of the prepuce is a small triangu- 
lar fold of the mucous membrane, the base of which is op- 
posite to the root of the penis, while the top of it reaches 
to seven or eight millimetres of the urinary meatus. 

It often occurs that the fraenum is too short to allow the 
prepuce completely to expose the gland at tlie time of coi- 
tion; it is then requisite to cut it, a small and very simple 
operation, which is not at all serious. 

The mucous surface of the prepuce includes several small 
glands which secrete a caseous odorous matter designed to 
lubricate the gland and the inner surface of the prepuce.. 
The name of preputial smegma is given to the accumulation 
of this secreted product, and it is from this that the extre- 
mely fetid odour of those persons arises, who do not wash 
their genital parts every day. 

Cavernous Bodies. The cavernous bodies are 
two erectile organs which compose the skeleton, so to 
say, of the virile member. 

They are completely independent of the gland, and their 
root, which originates in the bones of the pelvis, to which 
they strongly adhere, gradually increases in size, and in- 
clines forward, upward and inward as far as the iiront of 
the symphysis pubis. At this level they are in juxtapo- 
sition, separated by an incomplete mesial partition, in all 
their extent. The average length of the cavernous bodies is 
from 14 to 15 centimetres in their ordinary state, and from 
20 to 21 centimetres in a state of erection. 

To sum up, they are two species of cylinders placed 
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back to back like the two barrels of a double-barrelled 
gun. Their anterior extremity is capped by the gland. If a 
penis in a state of erection is pressed between the fin- 
gers, it will be seen that the comparison of the cavernous 
bodies to the two barrels of a double barrelled gun is abso- 
lutely exact. Asa fact, at the upper portion of the caver- 
nous bodies a longitudinal groove, not very deep, is felt, 
in which are lodged the dorsal nerves of the penis. It is 
the same at the lower surface of the penis where a wide 
groove is found, in which is lodged the canal of the 
urethra, like the ram-rod of a sporting-gun .which is loaded 
at the muzzle. 

Structure oi the cavernous Bodies. The 

cavernous bodies are separated and enveloped by a 
whitish fibrous membrane, very resistant, very tensile, 
and very elastic. This triple quality is necessary in order 
that erection and the relaxation which follows it, may 
occur. 

Inside this membrane are found numerous reddish par- 
titions^ principally composed of muscular fibres^ crossing 
one another in every way so as to form cavities or areo- 
las. In these areolas occur small vessels which deposit the 
blood which has come from the arteries. In the cavity of 
these same areolas may be seen originating the veins 
which carry away the blood from the penis. 

Spongious Body. The spongious body is of a dif- 
ferent nature, but it also has the characterization of distent- 
ding and hardening under the influence of the afflux of 
blood. It is situated round the canal of the urethra for 
which it forms a kind of sheath ; it displays two enlarge- 
ments : one situated behindvat the root of the penis> the 
bulb; the other at the extremity of the penis, the gland. 
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The canal of the urethra. The urethra is a con. 
duit which extends from the bladder to the urinary mea- 
tus, serving for the excretion of the sperm and of the 
urine. It offers for our consideration first, a fixed portion 
extending from the neck of the bladder to the angle 
formed when the penis is in a state offlaccidity, by the 
change of direction of the virile member in front of the 
pubis; this portion forms a curve with an anterior and 
superior concavity. (2'^) A mobile part, falling when the 
penis is in a state of repose, and straightened when it is in 
erection. The canal of the urethra almost immediately 
after its origin in the lower part of the bladder, traverses 
the prostate gland ; there it perforates the partition which 
closes the lower part of the pelvis. It afterward becomes 
involved in the spongious bodies. 

The average length of the urethra may be estimated at 
16 cent. 5, but it is not uncommon to find urethras of 18, 
19, and even 20 centimetres, a fact which has no relation 
to the length of the penis, for the virile member of a sub- 
ject may be very long, without the canal for the urine and 
sperm exceeding on that account the average dimensions. 

It would be wrong to imagine that the canal of the ure- 
thra remains wide open in the normal state ; as a matter 
of fact, it is not distended until it is on the point of being 
traversed by the sperm, or when the urine is flowing. In 
a normal urethra, except from micturition and erection, 
the walls of the canal are laid one against another and tlie 
free passage of this conduit is completely closed. 

The urethra does not present uniform cavity; it is con- 
tracted naturally at 4 points and expanded at three. The 
urinary meatus is surrounded with a fibrous ring, and is 
merely a hole 5 to 7 millimetres in breadth : this prevents 
it from admitting any round objects but those having a 
diamfetre of 3 to 4 millimetres. Commencing with the mea- 
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tus it displays a very pronounced dilatation which is cal- 
led the navicular fosse; it is' contracted on a level with the 
froenum and keeps a nearly equal calibre for a length of 4 
to 5 centimetres, that is to say on the remaining portion 
to the pubis from the penis in repose. Starting from the 
pubis it expands again as far as the bulb, where it attains 
its greatest diameter; but immediately afterwards it con- 
tracts again considerably, and then it expands for the last 
time in an ellipsoid shape in the interior of the prostate. 
It contracts definitively on a level with the neck of the 
bladder the same as at its exterior orifice. 

In turning from behind to the front, id est from the neck 
of the bladder to the urinary meatus, the urethra may be 
divided into three regions which are designated by the 
names of the prostatic region, the membranous region, 
and the spongious region. 

Prostatic region. The urethra immediately after its 
egress from the bladder hollows out, so to say, in the 
prostate a passage very near its upper surface : the pros* 
tate often forms merely a groove to receive it. In the 
lower wall of this region of the urethra a mesial projec- 
ture is observed, designated by the name of the verumon- 
tanum or crest of the urethra; it is on the sides of its pos- 
terior extremity that the ejaculatory canals open after tra- 
versing the prostate obliquely. 

Membranous region. This portion of the urethra 
forms a concave curve in a forward and upward direction. 
Its lower sur£ice is in connection with the bulb, Cooper's 
glands, and the rectum. It is surrounded with muscular 
fibres, the greater portion ot which compose Wilson's 
muscle. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



54 THE ETHNOILOGY OF THE SIXTH SENSE 

Spongious region. Much longer than the prece- 
ding, the spongious portion o^ the urethra is thus named 
from the erectile sheath which envelops it, and the struc- 
ture of which is analogous, although thinner, to that of 
the cavernous bodies. It is lodged in the groove of the 
cavernous bodies, and presents two enlargements; the pos- 
terior one or bulb ofth urethra which fills up the space left 
between the cavernous bodies; the anterior one, or gland, 
as we have said above. The spongious portion has at first 
an oblique direction from below to above, and from behind 
to the front, as far as the level of the suspensory ligament 
of the penis, then vertically downwards or upwards, accor- 
ding as the virile member is flaccid or stiffened by erec- 
tion. 

The anterior enlargement of the spongious body, or 
gland, has the shape of an ace of hearts with a rounded 
point, cut oflf very obliquely at the cost of its lower sur- 
face ; it is doubly hoHowed at its base to cover the point 
of the cavernous bodies, which penetrate even into its 
interior. 

Mucous membrane of the gland. The surface 
of the gland, slightly folded when tlie penis,is flaccid beco- 
mes smooth and shining when it is in erection. The mu- 
cous membrane of this organ is in continuation with that 
of the urethra, and the epidermis which covers it is more 
or less thick, according as, either through circumcision, 
or owing to the shortness of the prepuce, the surface of 
the gland is exposed to the contact of the air and to the 
^continual rubbing of garments, or as it is habitually cove- 
red by its sheath and withdrawn from the influence of 
external agents. Thick and dry in the first case, it displays 
less thickness and is also more moist in the second. The- 
refore the appearance ol the gland is very different in those 
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individuals who have been circumcised, and in those who 
have it habitually covered. The sensibility of this organ, 
as may easily be understood, is more acute in one case 
than in the other. It is true that on the other hand this 
sensibility presents grave inconveniences, as will be seen 
further on. 

The urinary meatus has its two lips of a rosy colour 
when in a healthy state; swollen and red, when an inflam- 
matory condition of canal of the urethra exists. 

Interior surface of the urethra. — The canal 
of the urethra is lined through its whole length with a mu- 
cous membrane. This membrane is thin and transparent, 
and, according as it is examined at the anterior portion of 
the canal or at the deep portion, it is either of a rather 
bright red orofawhitishcolour.lt is furrowed with longi- 
tudinal folds which disappear at the distension, and has 
frequent projectures and orifices. On the upper wall of 
the canal are also seen valvular folds, somewhat nuine* 
rous, the most important of which is known by the 
name of Guerin's valvule. 

The most important projecture is the vercmontanum, 
which is I millimetre thick, i to 2 millimetres high, and 
.13 millimetres long, placed longitudinally in the lower 
wall of the perineal portion, above the prostate. At its 
culminating point is seen an orifice which leads into a 
cul-de-sac^ i centimetre in depth, which is called the prostatic 
uiricuUy the use of which is not known. 

From either side of this orifice through an opening i 
millimetre in diameter, there emerge the ejaculatory con- 
duits for depositing the sperm in the*urethra. There also 
exist at the base ofthe veremontanum on either side, five 
to eight small orifices, arranged in lineal Series. 
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through which the prostatic conduits pour the product of 
the secreiion of the prostate. 

In the perineal portion are found, especially at the lo- 
wer wall, numerous small openings leading into the small 
cavities, designated by the term *^ Morgagni's lacunae " 
These are the openings of the canals of Littri's glands. 

The extremity of the urethra, which opens into the 
bladder, is always closed by a muscle in the shape of a 
ring or* sphincter. From its lower part there rises, in the case 
of old men, a projecture named uvula. 

The canal of the urethra is lubricated by the secretion 
of the different glands, mentioned further on, which come 
and mingle their products with the sperm. 

When the imagination or any voluptuous excitement 
arouses the activity of the genital apparatus, the secretion 
of these glands frequently rises before the organs enter 
upon their functions ; this occurs as the result of a prolon- 
ged erection, not followed by ejaculation; the secretion of 
these glands may be compared to that of the saliva which 
rushes into the mouth at the sight of a coveted morsel. 

Papillae of the mucous membrane. — In 

addition to the elastic fibre, the urethral mucous displays 
on its surface numerous papillae to which is due its exqui- 
site sensibility at the moment of the ejaculation of the 
sperm. 

Per contrUy the mere passage of an indiarubber-tube, 
even if it is well lubricated, causes a sensation of pain. 
When the mucous membrane is inflamed, the passa- 
ge of the urine by the urethra causes atrocious pains, to 
be compared, as those who have felt them say, to the blade 
of a razor traversing the canal . Thence arises the popular 
term chaude-ptsscy applied to blennorhagia, a complaint so 
frequent among the younger generation of Americans.The 
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mucous of the urethra is doubled by a muscular tunic with 
smooth longitudinal fibres half a millimetre in thickness. 

Muscles of the urethra. — The muscles proper 
are three in number. The trans verscM^rethal^ the bulbo' 
cavernous and the orbicular. The orbicular muscle covers 
the urethra and the prostate as far as the bladder, and is 
attached to the spongious body . The contractions of this 
muscle have the effect, by compressing the urethra, of di- 
minishing the calibre of the canal, and consequently of 
expelling the last drops of urine or of sperm. 

The bulbo-cavernous surrounds the urethra like the 
preceding, and like it is attached to nearly the same points. 
Its office is to drive the blood from the gland towards the 
urethra during erection, and to expel the last drops of urine 
and sperm. 

The transverso-urethral is situated on the ischio-pubic 
branch and on the orbicular; the fibres which emanate 
from this muscle are designated Wilson's muscle, which 
form a handle which embraces the urethra. The office of 
the transverso-urethral is to dose up the canal, and parti- 
cularly to fasten the membranous region of the urethra. 

Glands appendant to the canal of the ure- 
thra. The prostate is a gland in the thickness of which is 
included, as we have said above, the origin of the canal 
of the urtthra at its egress from the bladder. Its shape may 
be compared to that of a chestnut : its appearance is bilo- 
bate and round, and in fact the comparison is suflSciently 
correct. 

Rudimentary during youth, the prostate attains about 
the age of 25 its complete normal development. It weighs 
00 an average 10 grammes, and measures in three dimen- 
sions 15, 17 and 22 millimetres. With old men, indepen- 
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dently of any morbid condition, it increases in size. We 
compared it just now to a chestnut; its division therefore 
into two lohs or lateral lobes will be understood without 
diflSculty; the projecture which it makes under the mu- 
cous membrane has received the name of mesial lobe; 
a projecture which is not really apparent except in men 
over 60. 

Structure of the Prostate. The substance of 
the prostate is of a yellowish gray, sometimes reddish, 
which contains so large a number of muscular fibres, that 
the glandular substance, properly so called, may be esti- 
mated at only a third of the organ. The glandular element 
is composed of about forty small glands which all open 
into the urethra on the side of the verumontanum and se- 
crete a transparent viscous liquid. In the glandular vesicles 
and in the excretory conduits of the prostate, concretions, 
known by the name of prostatic calculis are frequently 
found. 

Glands of Cooper and M6ry. These are small 
glands, varying in size from a pea to a nut, situated on 
each side of the mesial line, at the base of the bulb, in the 
thickness of the muscular fibres of that region. 

Like the prostate they are surrounded with very nume- 
rous muscular fibres. Their excretory conduits, 3 centi- 
metres in length, empty themselves, after traversing the 
bulb, on the mesial line of the lower wall of the urethra, 
one in front of the other. The mucus which they secrete 
serves to lubricate the walls of the internal mucous mem- 
brane of the urethra, and to facilitate the flow of the sperm. 

The Bladder. It is known that the bladder is a 
pouch with extensible walls, situated in the small pelvis. 
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which forms a reservoir able to retain the urine for a cer- 
tain number of hours. It is oval in the case of an adult 
man; in a child it has the shape of a pear, the top of which 
foces the navel. In the woman, who has fewer opportu- 
nities than man to satisfy her wants to urinate, the pro^ 
longed retention of the urine causes its size to be more or 
less increased. 

Its dimensions are variable. It occupies so small a space 
when it is empty; but in proportion as it fills, it rises in 
the abdominal cavity, and may chance to go beyond the 
navel in the case of retention of urine. Dilated to an ave- 
rage extent it contains from 5 to 600 grammes of liquid. 

On its exterior, the bladder is in connection in front 
with the pubis with which it has points of attachment in 
the shape of two small muscular ligaments, and besides, 
with the abdominal wall when it is full; behind, with the 
rectum in man, and with the two upper thirds of the 
body of the uterus in woman; on the sides, with the defe- 
rent canal ; below, with the seminal vesicles, which sepa- 
rate it from the rectum in man, and with the lower por- 
tion of the body of the uterus, the heck of that organ and 
the anterior surface of the vagina in woman, 

A ligament composed of three intertwined cords, stret- 
ches from its top to the navel. 

In its interior the bladder presents towards its lower 
portion, behind, a cul-de-sac in which the urine sometimes 
remains continually, and where the vesicle calculi are in 
preference developed; in front, a smooth triangular surface, 
which is called the Fesicle Trigon. At each angle of this 
triangle an opening exists; at the anterior angle, the ori- 
fice of the urethra ; at the two lateral angles the orifices of 
the ureters, conduits designed to aflPord a passage to the 
urine, which proceeds from the kidneys where it has been 
formed. 
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The walls of the bladder are composed of muscular fi- 
bres, covered inside by a thin miicous membrane and uni- 
ted with which they inwardly adhere. The anterior angle 
of the Vesicle Trigon, where is the opening of the urethra, 
forms the neck of the bladder. It is surrounded by a muscle 
called the sphincter, designed to close its mouth. This 
muscle composed of circular fibres prevents the trickling- 
out of the urine, and it prevents besides the sperm du- 
ring ejaculation from returning back . 

The bladder fills gradually, and when it contains from 
200 to 250 grammes of urine,the need of emptying it com- 
municates itself to the will, the walls contract, and the uri- 
ne is pressed and forces the barrier of the sphincter vesicle. 

Vessels and Nerves of the Penis. Arteries. 

The arteries of the penis are supplied by the internal pudic 
artery, a terminal branch of the hypogastric, except a few 
branches of slight importance which are distributed in the 
coverings of the penis and which come from the external 
pudic, a branch of the femoral. The internal pudic passes 
along the ischio-pubic branch, supplies the bulbous artery 
and terminates at the angle of the junction of the two ca- 
vernous bodies, by giving rise to the cavernous artery and 
the dorsal artery of the penis. 

The bulbous artery is principally distributed at 
the base and at the lateral and lower parts of the spongious 
body. These divisions branch out into clusters of small ar- 
teries, like the arteries of the cavernous bodies, and termi- 
nate for the greater part in the aerobe. Others are distri- 
buted in the trabicules and in the muscular tunic of the 
urethra. 

The dorsal artery runs along the back of the pe- 
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nis, after touching the root of the cavernous bodies and 
the suspensory ligament of the penis. In its course it fur- 
nishes a certain number of semi-circular branches which 
anastomose with those of the opposite size, forming a part 
of the cavernous body, and dividing into very thin sub- 
divisions intended for the spongious body. The dorsal 
artery terminates in the gland. 

The Cavernous Artery penetrates into each ca- 
vernous body by its root, runs along the division, by which 
it communicates with that on the other side, and furnishes 
branches from which a quantity of sub-divisions branch, 
which themselves give birth to branches of still smaller di- 
visions. The latter, which are bent in a spiral shape, are 
called from this fact hlicene ar/me^, and open into the areo- 
lae of the cavernous tissue. These arterial divisions are 
very rich in muscular fibres, and play the principal part in 
the phenomenon of erection . 

Veins. First, as in the body of the penis, the arterial 
system is predominant, so the veins present more impor- 
tance in the teguments of that organ. The small radical 
veins give place to two stems which sometimes anastomose 
or, more rarely, unite to lorm but one mesial stem; in this 
latter case the name of superficial dorsal vein is usually 
given to it, in order to distinguish it from the dorsal vein 
of the cavernous body which is never apparent beneath the 
skin. 

From the areolae of the cavernous bodies or from the 
large capillaries which terminate there, spring the veins 
which traverse the partition and the walls of the cavernous 
bodies, and which go, some into the superficial veins, 
others into the venous plexus, or finally into the deep 
dorsal vein, which also receive the venous branches 
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which come from the spongious body and the urethra. 

In the latter, as in the cavernous bodies, the veins 
spring from the capiHaries which are steeped in the areolae. 
Those of the gland, just as the lateral veins, form the dor- 
sal vein. 

Lymphatics. The penis possesses a superficial lym- 
phatic plexus, very rich principally in gland. This plexus, 
composed of very fine ramifications, anastomoses with 
another deeper plexus, with wider meshes; from which 
result two lymphatic stems which run along the back of 
the penis, and take their course into the internal inguinal 
ganglions. The lymphatics of the prepuce, equally very 
remarkable, unite on a level with the base of the gland 
with those of the latter organ, similarly with those of the 
mucous of the urethra . 

Nerves of the Penis. The nerves of the penis, 
belonging to the spinal system, come from the internal 
pudic nerve which supplies two branches, the upper one 
is the continuation and the termination of the internal pu- 
dic. It is the dorsal or first branch which follows the di- 
rection of the dorsal artery from the pubis to the gland, 
distributes on its Way sub-divisions to the upper surface and 
on the lateral portions of the penis, to the cavernous 
bodies, and even to the spongious body, and the mucous of 
the urethra, and terminates in the gland and the prepuce. 
The lower, or perineal branch supplies nervous fraenato 
the lower surface of the penis, to the muscles of the ure- 
thra, to the bulb and to the mucous membrane* Let us add 
lastly that some fraena of the genital branch of the small 
sciatic nerve are distributed in the skin of the penis. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

DEFECTS OF CONFORMATION IN THE MALE COPULATIVE 
APPARATUS. 



A. Defects of conformation in the penis. 

I. Absence of the penis. 

II. Arrested development of the penis. 

Opinions of philosophers and physicians of Antiquity. — The 
Marquis* tooth pick, — The Brazilian's porcupine. — Difie« 
rent opinions of Tardieu and Brouardel on the shape and 
size of the penis in pederasts and masturbators. 

III. Exaggerated size or length . of the penis. Dimension above the 

average.; The biscuit-rings of the due de Roquelaure. — Pe- 
tition of a German Peasant^Woman complaining of the 
monstrous dimensions of the marital penis. — I gain my live- 
lihood by my ?'**.— The son of the King of Kitain the Sou- 
dan. — Other instances of exaggerated size of the penis. ~ 
Opinion of rdigious persons on the quality of the virile 
member. —The Marseillais* mast. 

Of the causes of exaggerated dimensions of the penis : in- 
fluence of masturbation: opinion of different physicians on 
this question. 

Elephantiasis of the penis and prepuce. 

IV. Double penis. 
V. Palmated Penis. 

VI. Wrong direction of the penis in erection. 
VIL Congenital torsion of the peois« 
VIII. Defeas of conformaiipn in the cavernous bodies. . 



Defects of Conformation in the male Geni* 
tal Apparatus. The male apparatus of copulation 
often displays, particularly among civilized races, certain 
defects in conformation which frequently are a cause of im- 
potence : the subject therefore deserves our deep attention* 
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These defects of conformation may aflfect the whole 
penis, or they may be limited to the cavernous bodies, to 
the prepuce or to the canal of the urethra. 

^.Defects of Conformation of the Penis. 

These are seven in number: 

1. Absence of the penis. 

2. Arrested development. 

3. Exaggerated size or length. 

4. Double penis. 

5. Palmated penis. 

6. Wrong direction of the penis in erection. 

7. Congenital torsion of the penis. 

/. Absence of tbe Penis. The absence of the pe- 
nis is fortunately a very rare phenomenon, for Science finds 
herself disarmed and helpless before this defect of confor- 
mation. Nevertheless, perfectly authentic cases exist of this 
defect. NAlaton observed one in a new-born child, whose 
sex the mid-wife was unable to determine. She brought 
the child to the Clinical Hospital, where the surgeon 
ascertained that the two testicles were properly in their 
place in the purses j but there was a complete absence of the 
penis, nor did there exist in its place any tubercle, or ori- 
fice, or cicatrix. The umbilical cord being explored, it was 
observed that there was no passage afforded for the urine, 
so that that liquid could not escape but by the rectum. 
This was confirmed by the mid-wife. 

lodirct had the opportunity of observing a case inasoldier 
who had two normal testicles, but in the place of the 
penis there was a sort of button, at the top of which the 
urethra opened : this was capable of erection; when rubbed, 
a white liquid came out of it, analogous to sperm. 

Dumarquay quotes from a German news paper the very 
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curious case of a robust man without any penis. We give these 
remarks word for word below, taken from his work (i). 

Absence of tba Penis. — P..., twenty-seven years 
of age, is a man of unusual strength , tall, strong, well 
formed, except as regards his genital organs; his beard is 
fair and very abundant; his parts are covered with bushy 
hair, the scrotum regularly formed, with a mesial line. The 
penis is completely wanting. P. . . was bom with this de- 
fect. In a minute examination, there was no means of fin- 
ding the least trace of a penis, at the place where it is or- 
dinarily situated. The right testicle and the cord are nor- 
mal; on the left there is an acute orchitis. On the anterior, 
wall of the rectum, ar a height oif 4 lines, a rounded ope- 
ning occurs on the mesial line, giving egress to the urine. 
In front of the anal orifice, is seen a cutaneous part, wrin- 
kled, of triangular form occurring on the raphe, similar to 
a cock's comb; this projection, narrow at first, measures one 
inch and a half in length, and three quarters of an in^h wide 
and terminating at the anterior part of the anus; ic posses- 
ses, at its lower angle, a tubercled appendage, a line in thick- 
ness, and composed seemingly of the erectile tissue : it 
becomes swollen, in fact, every time when there is genital 
excitement, to which P.,. is very subject. The erection 
lasts several minutes : it is usually followed by an emis- 
sion of sperm by the opening of the canal of the urethra: 
this opening occurs iq the rectum^ A probe of whalebone, 
introduced by this urethral opening of the rectum, and 
directed from behind to the front, and from below up- 
wards, arrives in the bladder by this canal, which is one 
inch and a half in length and the cahbre of which appears 
normal. The vesical sphincter acts regularly and P. , . eva- 
cuates his urine every three, four, or five hours ". 

(i) Surgiccd maladits of the TenU, Adrien Dclahaye, publisher, 

S 
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Dumarquay adds that despite the evidence of this remar- 
kable fact, it may be said that the absence of the penis is 
scarcely seen but with quite young children, who are 
otherwise affected with concomitant lesions sufficiently 
serious to compromise their existence at a period more or 
less reinote from birth. R^vblat also has seen a new-born 
child in which there was no mark of sex, nor any normal 
opening for stools or urine; but there was a spina bifida 
aind a hernia or bilicule, beneath which a transversal ope- 
ning was visible, through which the urine and meconium 



This absence of the penis is often more apparent than 
real ; instances are given in which^ an operation has had 
the result of causing a penis to emerge across the narrow 
portion of the urinary passage, rudimentary no doubt, 
but sufficient to perform its office. D' Boutellier of Rouen, 
pubUshed in 1875 the very curious case of a child absolu- 
tely devoid of penis, at least in appearance. After a care- 
ful examination , the surgeon believed that he detected 
under the teguments of the sur-crotal passage above men- 
tioned, the presence of a mobile body which he thought 
was the penis. He made at this point an incision in the 
shape of a T, and disengaged a penis, rudimentary, but 
capable of enabling the small patient to urinate and empty 
his bladder, which he had not yet done. 

If this child had lived, the result might perhaps have 
been satisfactory . He woulci have had a small organ, but 
one which might have developed by use at the time of pu- 
berty, and his case might have entered among the follo- 
wing. 

II. Arrested development of the penis. 

In certain subjects, and they are more numerous than is 
supposed, the genital organs do not panidpate in the regu- 
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lar and progressive development of the whole organism. 
Under the influence of ill defia^ causes (among v^hlch 
however we may insunce deprivation of all venereal plea- 
sure and sexual exercise until a comparatively advanced 
age) it is not so unusual as may be at first thought, to see 
robust, bearded men, with an energetic voice, the bearejrs 
of a veritably lilliputian organ. 

In the course ot my medical career in the navy, both 
in France and in the Colonies, I have had occasion to exa- 
mine more than 20,000 (twenty thousand) subjects,of eve- 
ry human race. I have verified the fact especially among 
the young soldiers of the marine infantry, of subjects, well 
made,but having ageni^il apparatus hardly more developed 
than that of an infant. I have remarked this especially in 
young men from country districts where the opportunities 
for coition arc not so frequent as in large towns, especially 
those from villages and hamlets far away from populous 
centres. Most frequently the arrest of development occurs 
equally in the case of the testicle and the penis, but some- 
times the latter alone remains of small dimension, while 
the testicle are normaUy developed. The opposite case 
occurs more rarely. Peridey has observed a young man, 
aged 28, suffering from Addison's disease, whose penis was 
5 centimetres in length, the prepuce much hypertrophied, 
with small flaccid scrotum,cont4ining no testicles. Venereal 
desires were present, and erections, but no ejaculations. 

On the other hand, among the young Parisians, many 
of whom enlist in the navy, I have often seen a subject, 
slight in figure, narrow-chested, with smooth skin, and 
but slightly endowed with muscular power, with a volu- 
minous penis, with the gland nearly exposed and normal 
testicles. These subjects, when questioned, denied mastur- 
bation, and acknowledged that they had commenced coi- 
tion at 12 or 13 years of age. 
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I had collected nearly 2000 observations regarding these 
two very different conditions, the exiguity or the enlarge- 
ment of the genital organs, vsrith measurements and, 
sketches. Unfortunately I have lost the note-books of 
these observations in a'case of books which was stolen from 
me when I was changing my residence, and 1 have only 
been able to find certain observations written elsewhere. 

Opinions of the philosophers and physi- 
cians of Antiquity. What I have remarked on the 
influence of continence or dissoluteness on the copulative 
organ is in no way a novelty. From the earliest antiquity 
philosophers and physicians have pointed it out. Plato in 
a few words gives valuable evidence regarding it. « The 
parts of the body become weakened and relaxed by repose, 
and increase in shape and vigour when they perform the 
functions proper to them. >> In Aristophanes, we find the 
small penisy as an attribute of those who have preserved 
their innocence, and the large penis as a sign of dissolute 
young men.Galien confirms these observations of Plato and 
Aristophanes. He says that the genital organs of athletes, 
and of all those men who are compelled by their profes- 
sion to be chaste, are generally shrunk and retracted, bke 
those who indulge greatly in venereal pleasures. 

In proof of this opinion the Greek sculptors have repre- 
sented Hercules, the god of strength, with testicles of a 
moderate size, in a well-rounded and tightened scrotum, 
surmounted by an ordinary-sized penis. 

It is the same in the Belvidere Apollo, whose organs are 
of ordinary size. In the Bacchus and in different statues 
of youths, the penis is more developed, and the purses 
somewhat more pendant than those of Hercules. 

But for all that, I should not like to conclude that the 
small penis is a characteristic of absolute chastity, and the 
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large penis a characteristic of the contrary. This would 
be a serious error. There is also the question of atavism, 
which has a considerable influence on the matter. 



The Nose and the Penis. There are persons who 
are bom with a small penis, and others with a large one; 
just as there are persons who are born with a rudimentary 
nose, and others with an enormous nasal appendage. 
There are all varieties of noses, from the nose of a pug- 
dog to the proboscis of a tapir. Popular intelligence has 
remarked thit there is an intimate connection between the 
size of the nose and the size of the penis. Country people 
say, Big nose, big penis. This is a translation of Ovid's line 
** Noscitur a naso^ quanta sit hasta viro. It is known by 
a man's nose how big his penis is. " Martial has said too, 
** Ment'Ja tarn magna est^ tantustibi, Tapele, nasus, ut possis^ 
quoties arregis olfacere. — Thy nose is so long, Papelus, 
and thy penis is so large, that thou canst smell it when it 
stands up" Which may be freely rendered into verse 
** John has a very long nose and a very big icptx, he can 
rub his nose when it stands up stiflF ". 

Can it be said, inversely, that a rudimentary penis cor- 
responds to an exiguous nose ? I do not believe it. In all 
cases, the following observations we give instances of peni- 
ses so small that they constitute aa absolute infirmity. 

The marquis' ^' toothpick", and theBraisi- 
Iian*s porcupine. I have read in some collection of 
anecdotes of the i8*** century that among the Seigneurs of 
the Court of Louis XV, there was a certain marquis (whose 
name I regret that I cannot remember) whose penis was 
so rudimentary, that it was an object of scorn and deri- 
sion to the *' faire and virtuous ladies of the Court ", as 
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Brant6me would say. He owned, the saying was, a toolh- 
pick. 

Roubaud (i) quotes another extraordinary case in a 
young Brazilian, who came to consult him about this infir- 
mity. ** Before showing me his organs, the patient infor- 
med me that he not only had venereal desires, but also 
frequent erections, and that, when he masturbated him- 
self, the ejaculation took place with all the voluptuous 
spasms which usually accompany it; while during coition, 
in* spite of every effort he made, it was never produced. 
The penis in erection had scarcely the ordinary size of a 
porcupine's quill, and was two inches in length. Eviden- 
tly the pressure exercised in coition by the vaginal walls 
on the penis of this young man was nil, or at all events 
quite insufficient to draw the prepuce back and to cause 
the excitement necessary for ejaculation. " Upon this, 
Roubaud invented an apparatus to increase the size of the 
Brazilian's porcupine : — an instrument of which we shall 
speak further on with others of that kind. 

To this most original case, we may add other obser- 
vations offered by D' Gamier, who has been already 
quoted. This author is of opinion that the congenital 
smallness of the penis^ which frequently coincides with 
absence or atrophy of the testicle, produces feminism 
and constitutes thus the condition of a natural eunuch. 
Those subjects who endure this cruel infirmity, naturally 
become, like Roubaud's Brazilian, addicted to masturba- 
tion, as the only means of satisfying themselves, for they 
are ashamed of themselves, and dread not only to affront 
the woman, whose derision they fear, but also the looks of 
other men. I have been able to verify the justice of this 
philosophic observation in my monthly sanitary visits to 

( i) Traits sur rimpotence et la st^rilit^. Paris, 1876. 
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the troops — as the troopers call them, '* Inspections of 
marfingales. " 

Different observations. Let us resume Garnier's 
observations. ** A Belgian Schoolmaster, aged 2r, r/2 years, 
thus draws his portrait on April 2i** 1887. Slender stature, 
medium voice, body without any prominent muscles or 
predominence of fatty tissue, chestnut-coloured hair thinly 
scattered, beard insignificant, penis very small, absence 
of testicles in the purses : fond of music and dancing; 
absolute aversion to women — *• never have I tried one, 
although I have often had the idea of it — *'. Ardent 
desire to satisfy the sexual wants; experiments made on 
myself with premeditation since the age of 17, but they 
have not produced any result, as the sperm ejaculates in 
spite of my continence ". 

This unfortunate man was therefore a true eunuch. 

A youth aged 20, in good health, and never having had 
any illness, although he had abandoned himself to mas- 
turbation from 10 to 18 years inclusive. He attributes to 
that the atrophy of his organs, which he thus describes. 
'* The penis is small and slender :• the gland is wrinkled 
and small, the testicles small, soft, flaccid and pendant. I 
am able however to have connection, but in an imperfect 
and incomplete manner, and I have frequent seminal losses 
at night, always in a dream " . 

Gamier assents to the opinion of the subject, who attri- 
butes the smallness of the organ to masturbation. We are 
absolutely of the contrary opinion, for reasons which will 
be seen hereafter. 

Sterile union for 12 years of marriage, between an 
orphan aged 16, whose mense$ commenced at 13, and 
who was still growing until 18, and a youth aged 21, 
slender, delicate, with a shrill voice, but lively, active and 
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intelUgenti and in a liberal profession. His genital parts 
have an infantile appearance, penis slenden gland small 
and soft, covered with a long prepuce which completely 
hides it. The gland never passes it spontaneously; in the 
most complete erection the hand is always indispensable 
to raise it. Testicles like small filberts^ spenn not very 
abundant but normal ". According to Gamier the absence 
of beard is generally characteristic of feminism and a feeWe 
virility. In support of this he gives the following observa- 
tion. 

** A tall and strong youth of 27 or 28 years of age^ 
a pale blond, bordering or the albino, and having only a 
few scattered hairs of that colour under his nose, offered 
himself, in 1886, to act as nurse in an infirmary or as 
nurse for the sick in a private family. On my remarking 
on his absence of beard, he showed me his^ genital parts 
which were no more supplied with hair than his chest or 
limbs. The penis was but slijghtly developed, in spite of his 
habits of masturbation. He had never felt any inclination 
for the other sex. On the contrary he had allowed him- 
self to be made love to by a man and had given himself 
up to passive sodomy for several years,during his military 
service. He had a deep voice, and nothing in his extenial 
habits revealed this sexual inversion '*. 

We will discuss this observation later on, from the 
point of view of sexual inversion. For the moment, we will 
be content with saying that we have often met with men 
absolutely smooth, but very vigorous and possessing nor- 
mal genital organs. We even give above our observation 
of a youth, aged 23, with a penrs above the average size. 

Our belief is, contrary to Garnier's opinion, that the 
question of the abundance of hair on the head and body, 
is a question of races and sub-races, and has nothing to do 
with the genital organ. 
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The Asiatics, and especially the negroes, the Ameri- 
cans, thfe Arabs whose genital apparatus b the most deve- 
loped in the human species, have the pelous system very 
slightly developed, nor is the hair of the head any more 
so. The Tahitians alone have abundant heads of hair, but 
on the other hand they have but little hair el5ewhere,par- 
ticularly on the body. But we are agreed with Garnier in 
admitting that the slenderness of the penis, or its want of 
length in the case of normal size, is the almost certain 
result of masturbation, and we quote in support of this 
the three following observations given by him (Sexual Ano^ 
malies). 

" (12). A man of about 40, well made, but of short sta- 
ture displayed this deformity to the highest degree. The 
protruding portion of the penis in erection did not mea- 
sure more than two to three centimetres, with a thin, 
slender gland, imperfectly revealed.He indulged in maqua- 
lization as the only means of relieving himself. 

(13). ** The contrary was the case with a stout, thickset 
youth of 26. The penis wa$ very voluminous, with the 
gland like a club ; it presented a shapeless mass, scarcely 
showing its shape in a state of flaccidity, and being only* 
five centimetres in length when in erection. He indulged 
in onanism with another, not being able to do anything 
else. 

(14). Similar to this was an employ^ at the glove-counter 
in a large shop, a handsome young man of 24, tall and 
strong. When relaxed the penis formed a shapeless mass, 
hardly protruding, as wide at the root as it was slightly 
developed at the extremity by a very small gland. It scar- 
cely developed at all in length when in erection. Asha- 
med to display this conformation to women, he had indul- 
ged in solitary masturbation ; then, feeling himself tickled 
by a hand, when he was pushed and pressed in a crowd. 
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he had felt pleasure in this and had gradually habituated 
himself to masturbation with another man, without ever 
having attempted coition, believing himself incapable of it. 

There is no relation, we have remarked, between the 
volume of the penis in repose, and its size in erection. 
In certain individuals, whose penis is of normal size du- 
ring erection, this organ in the state of repose is so retrac- 
ted, and retreats so much in flaccidity, that it is no longer 
visible outside, especially in certain special conditions of 
fear, cold, and pain. The anterior urethra is so much 
drawn in, or retracted in the pelvis that the wrinkled sheath 
alone is apparent. 

In these conditions, says Gamier, the man is more im- 
potent through timidity, fear of ridicule, — the fear of 
displaying his organs, — than through their exiguity. 

And the author quotes two instances; one, a former non- 
commissioned officer had remained ia bachelor for the follo- 
wing reason. Constitution with little pronounced virility : 
genital organs well shaped and of ordinary size,but the pe- 
nis displayed a want of visible length, since in complete 
erection it only reached a total length of 1 1 to 12 centi- 
metres. 

The case does not seem to us very convincing, for the 
number of men whose penis in erection does not exceed 
12 or 13 centimetres, is considerable, and nearly as large 
as those of the normal size, which is, as we have said, 15 
centimitres in the whole of the French population. 

May we be permitted to say that the ladies of pleasure, 
who have on this special chapter practical knowledge supe- 
rior even to that of a specialist physician, have a special term 
to denote this size above the average. They say that tlie 
client has a pine d*officier.Tht origin of this term I do not 
know. Regarding the ordinary size, they say tliat is •* iin 
ban naud ". 
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The 2"^ observation of Gamier is more characteristic. We 
give, it for these reasons in extenso, for the author makes 
a statement contradictory to his previous observation, in 
which he assigned to his client without hesitation the rank 
of an anaphrodite, which in our opinion he did not de- 
serve. 

'* A recent instance (Dec. ^o*** 1880) contradicts this 
estimation. It is that of a gentleman, aged 34, slight, thin, 
very dark, and by his accent from the South. He came 
and asked point blank if the smallness of his penis per- 
mitted him to marry, without incurring serious inconve- 
niences. 

— Have you no experience then, Sir, in this respect ? 

— Pardon me; as much as a young man of my age 
can have with kept mistresses and casual women and girls, 
and even how, I cannot remain for more than a week 
without seeing some. 

-^ You are able then to answer the question better than 
anybody, after your previous habits. Have you met with 
any disagreeablenesses or insults ? 

— Except a few unpleasant remarks on the small size 
which I present, the result has been favourable, and I have 
often been able to repeat it several times.But what the man 
requires in such a case and the woman also, is in no way 
to be compared to conjugal relations.See if I have any rea- 
son to disturb myself about it. 

And he displayed a penis so short and retracted as to be 
hardly perceptible. It was hard and measured less than four 
centimetres, with an exposed gland, slender, and excee- 
ding the body of the organ. The scrotum was contracted, 
containing two small hard testicles, raised against the ring. 

— The appearance is not very favourable, but it is not 
its normal condition . I must see the parts in erection in 
order to judge of them. 
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— That is easy, he said, and in the twinkling of an 
eye, he displayed a complete transformation. The swollen 
penis was 13 centimetres in length and of proportional size 
without the erection- being complete. 

— How can you feel any alarm,with such a respectable 
average ? 

— Regarding it in a state of laxity, I always believed 
that I was inferior to other persons. It was a settled idea, 
and not being able te satisfy myseli dcvisuji determined to 
know the truth. 

— I can assure you, alter what I have seen, that you 
exceed the majority and, in such a case, excessive size is 
often more detrimental and even dangerous than inferior 
size ", 

Certainly a subject who, in the twinkling of an eye. 
before a man whom he had never seen before, and apart 
from any lascivious thought, increased the size of his pe- 
nis from 4 centimetres to 13, is not an anaphrodite, and 
might rather include himself in the class of cynics, as a 
pupil of Diogenes their famous master. 

We may also give the instance of a friend of ours, a very 
distinguished naval ofHcer, whose penis, when in a state of 
repose, was similar in shape and size to the cigar called fa- 
vorits, and whose prepuce was very long and covered the 
gland when in erection, only allowing the point of it to 
emerge together with the urinary meatus. In erection the 
penis lengthened to 13 centimetres, but the diameter was 
only 25 millimetres. The covered gland had a very pro- 
nounced conical shape, and its point was bent round, very 
probably owing to the shortness of the fhenum. I had 
known this oflicer in a College at T... in the South. Until 
the pge of 15, he had an admirable soprano voice; his sin- 
ging was as fine as that of the singers (castrati) of the 
Sixtine Chapel. Most assuredly, if iny comrade had been 
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castrated at that age, he would have been able to sing wo- 
men's parts all his life, especially as he was a very hand- 
some youth. 

At puberty, which did not arrive till he was i6 years 
old, when be entered the naval school, the testicles sud- 
denly developed, and his voice deepened to such a degree 
that he was unable to sing properly ** Au clair de la Lune'*. 
But the penis always remained slender, though it leng- 
thened excessively without increasing proportionately in 
diameter. 

He attributed this fact to his never being able to unco- 
ver his gland,by reason of the elongation of the prepuce, 
and from the shortness of the fraenum ; as he frequently 
experienced titillations proceeding from the accumulation 
of smegma round the gland^he had contracted the bad ha- 
bit of forcibly drawing the prepuce forward, which at 
length had caused ^n elongation of the cavernous bodies. 
As this exiguity of the penis, the shape of which resem- 
bled that of a dog, frequently exposed him to jokes from 
the ladies of pleasure of the Port of Toulon, he had un- 
fortunately contracted in Cochinchina, where he had 
been sent when a young midshipman of 21, the vice of 
pederasty. If I enter into these, perhaps, somewhat private 
details, it is in order to show that a penis shaped like that 
of a dog, is no more the result of pederasty than %gland 
shaped like a club, as in D' Garnier's observation, n"" 13, 
is the result of masturbation. 

Opinion of Tardieu and Gamier on the 
shape of the penis in pederasts and mastur- 
bators. The eminent Tardieu in his £tu(U Medicthl^aU 
sur Its attentals aux inaurs, has frequently taken the cause 
for the effect in writing as follows : 

•* The dimensions of the penis in the individuals who 
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indulge actively in sodomy, ate either very slender or 
very voluminous : slenderness is the very general rule, large 
size the very rare exception;but in all cases the dimensions 
are excessive in one sense or in the other. It is perfectly 
understood that I am speaking of the virile member consi- 
dered apart from a state pf erection, and that it is necessary 
to take account of the changes which the venereal erethis- 
mus may occasion in the volume of the organ ". 

** Asto the shape, it has something much more remar- 
kable and truly characteristic, varying moreover according 
to the size of the penis. In the case where it is small and 
slender, it becomes considerably thinner from the base to 
the extremity, which is very slender like the finger of a 
glove, and quite recalls to miind the more canum. This is 
the most ordinary shape, which I have met with a great 
number of times. 

It was this remarkable slenderness of the penis and this 
extreme smallness of the gland which struck the experien- 
ced eye of that ** unfortunate '*, who in her depositions 
concerning an individual who wanted to induce her to 
submit to acts of sodomy, pointed out of her own accord 
this peculiar conformation : *V A member very thin, slen- 
der, and hollowed at the end ".This remark, proceeding 
from such a mouth, has in itself something too significant 
for m^to pass it over in silence, and despise such testi- 
mony. 

There is still another peculiar shape which the peiois 
may offer, and which is more especially met with in indi- 
viduals addicted to masturbation. This latter is well 
known (and our excellent colleague Jacquemin, if he did 
not discover it, has certainly made it common), in the pri- 
sons, where I have observed it a great number of times. 
We may designate it by the term, club-shaped penis; it 
consists in fact of a globulous enlargement of the extremity 
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of the peniSi the gland or which is widened and^as it were, 
flattened '*. 

On the contrary when the penis is very voluminous, it is 
not the whole of the organ which undergoes a gradual dimi- 
nution from the root to the extremity; it is the gknd which^ 
compressed at the base, lengthens sometimes so enormously 
as to give the idea of th^ snout of certain animals. Besides, 
the penis in its length is twisted on itself in such a man< 
ner that the urinary meatus instead of facing straight for- 
wards and downwards, turns obliquely to the right or left. 
This torsion and change of direction are sometimes carried 
very far. I have seen the dorsal surface of the penis turned 
completely to the left, and the meatus become transversal. 

The error committed by Tardieu arises from his only 
having seen the penis of subjects in a state of repose, and 
we have seen above that the diflference of this sute with 
that of erection may be considerable. The problem has 
only been studied from one of its two aspects. The signs 
formulated by Tardieu have for long been made an article 
of the law in cases of Sodomy and Pederasty and have 
been accepted by all the physicians and judges. This is 
what Gamier says in his work (TOnanisnie seul et idmx. 
Paris, Gamier fr^res, iditeurs). 

" This shape in canum mare of the penis of active sodo- 
mijCes appeared so well established that I did not hesitate to 
impute this habit to a young man, aged 24, who had a 
few pimples of herpes round the meatus of a very small, 
slender gland, grafted on a penis the root of wich was seve- 
ral centimetres in diameter. Insisting on the causes of these 
pimples and redness of the meatus, I finally obtained from 
him the confession that he indulged exclusively in buc* 
cal suction.. ** That is untrue, I said to him, you practice 
sodomy ". ** No; never, never; he answered energetically 
and with confidence,! feel horror and disgust at it, without 
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ever having practised it ". I learnt, as a proof of his since- 
rity, that instead of a woman, he indulged in OQanism with 
his comrades. This sign, like the others^ has besides fallen 
into complete discreditat the present time by the appeal made 
from this erroneous judgment of the master by his pa- 
pil and successor Brouardel. *^ The shape and volume of 
the gland, he says, vary infinitely more than the features 
of the face. There is nothing comparable to the diversity 
of the masculine apparatus but that of the genital organs 
of the woman. If the p^nis is often small and slender, it is 
an effect of feminism, with which a great number of pede- 
rasts are constitutionally afflicted. Having but ill-detemi- 
ned genital aptitudes, they endure rather than instigate the 
intercourse in which they participate. These are passive 
sodomists.The greater number of those who take an active 
part have, on the contrary, a penis very much developed 
by the exercise which they have given it, often prematu- 
rely by masturbation. " 

Exaggerated size or length of the penis. 

The exaggerated size or length of the peniis conduces 
to a relative impotence, the subject afflicted with such a 
penis, resembling a pole rather than an organ intended for 
love, finding a difficulty in placing it suitably, in default 
of an habitation large enough to receive it. On this spe- 
cial point w^e are by no means of the same opinion as 1> 
Moreau Wolf, who declares, ** that it is sufficient for the 
man who owns such a monstrous organ, to find a woman 
with a vagina capable of receiving it, in order to allow him 
to perform coition : now it must certainly be admitted 
that the thing is possible, for up to the present no man 
has ever been heard of who, whatever the dimensions of 
his penis were, has been condemned to celibacy for that 
reason " 
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It is precisely because we have met with subjects who 
were unable to find vaginae capable of receiving them, that 
we are of contrary opinion. To begin with; what dimen- 
sions do we judge as having an exaggerated length or size? 
It is evident that all this is relative. It is clear that the An- 
namite women, who have small and short vaginae, since 
the Annamite men have small and slender penes, find 
that a normally constituted European is a trouble to them, 
and suffer martyrdom when they have to do with a negro 
or an Arab, whose enormously large penis is for them an 
instrument of torture. Nevertheless,this same conformation 
causes pleasure, on the contrary, to an Arab woman whose 
vagina is of a calibre in proportion to the copulative appa- 
ratus of a male of her race. 

In France, the average size, according to numerous mea- 
surements taken from soldiers and sailors^ coming from all 
parts of the country, and the opinion of the greater num- 
ber of physiologists, appears to be from 14 to 15 centime- 
tres in length, and from 35 to 38 millimetres in diameter, 
in erection. 

The average* is exceeded, beginning at 4 centimetres in 
diameter and 16 centimetres in length, and 20 centimetres 
with 45 centimetres constitutes what the ladies of plea- 
sure call a fine xi^. 

Nevertheless such instruments quickly find recipients, 
and it is often surprising to see small, thin women, who 
appear to be delicate, real noli tne tangere^ absorbing them 
with delight, and without missing a single centimetre. 

It is not less inexact to say that the penis when it attains 
a diameter of 5 centimetres and a length of 25 centime- 
tres becomes a pale. 

It is not so much its calibre as its length. In fact the 
entrance of the vulva is often sufficiently open, and the 
vagina sufficiently dilatable to receive the front portion or 

6 
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two-thirds of the penis. But if in the cynic spasm, the man 
thrusts his apparatus brutally and without discretion, there 
is a shock inflicted on the relaxed muzzle of the matrix, 
which is a painful matter for the woman, and may occa- 
sion a great number of disorders. 

When this occurs, it is sufficient to put round the base 
of the penis one or two indiarubber rings (hollow in pre- 
ference) which, while diminishing the exaggerated length, 
also serve as buflfers in the shock by taking eflfect on the 
woman's Mount of Venus . 

On this subject, a short anecdote may be allowed. 

The Due de Roquelaure's biseuit rings I 

have read, in some memoirs or other of the i8*** century, 
that the famous Due de Roquelaure (that Gascon who was 
the delight of the court of Louis XIV, and often under a 
playful tone imparted different truths to the Grand Roi), 
had a penis of huge length. As india-rubber was scarcely 
known at that period, in order to have connection with 
Madame la Duchesse, his wife, the Due as a preliminary 
threaded on half-a-dozen gimbltttes^ a kind of small dry 
round-shaped cake. It is a case of saying " Where the devil 
was the pastry going to hide itself? '* And when the Du- 
chess had given her illustrious spouse any cause for dis- 
pleasure, the latter used to say to her in a serious tone : 
^ ' Madame, I shall take off one of the biscuit rings to night **. 
So that when the husband was much displeased he pu- 
nished his wife with biscuit-rings ". 

When the virile member excedes 5 centimetres in size 
and 25 centimetres in length, it then becomes a monstro- 
sity. Instances, however, exist of such redoutable engines, 
and I quote two of them below. 

Petition at a German vroman oomplain^ 
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ing of the monstrous dimensions of the 
marital penis. Let me first quote a petition presented 
to the Court by a German woman imploring for a divorce 
against her husband who was provided with a too dispro- 
portionate penis. It is found in the curious Latin work 
„ Gyruecologia Historico-Medica. — Hoc est congressus Mulie-^ 
briSf by the Doctor Martino Schurigio Physico Dresdensi, a 
work edited, Dresdae et Lyspiae in officina Libraria Heke- 
liana, m.dcc.xxx (Sectionis IL Caput IV.Decoitu denegato 
regarding coition beeng refused. § 3). 

We give the fac-simile of the page in Latin and the trans- 
lation of the said petition. 

'^ To your eminent Lordships, gracious Excellencies^ 
and highly honourable Persons, may the request of your 
servant be presented in very profound humility and in 
pious prayer to God for you this day, for the purpose of 
suing for separation between her and H. N.^ for which a 
judicial decree is necessary. Seeing that, in my petition of 
the 10 ultimo, through timidity and shame I hesitated to 
submit in reading to your eminent eyes and ears the des- 
cription of the largeness and thickness of the virile mem- 
ber of N . ; because at the time of its inspection, hereafter 
mentioned, it was seen in a state of quiescence, and con- 
sequently it appeared smaller than it really is. Therefore, 
nolens volens, I have displayed in the circle annexed the 
veritable conditions of its size. Now, highly intelligent and 
sympathetic Christians will not be able to take it for hu- 
man, but will be more inclined to compare it to that of a 
horse. How could I then, a weak vessel, a poor little crea- 
ture, endure such an impossible size, and allow myself to 
be forced, rent, and reduced to the state of a mangled being ? 
Who would then hold out a crust of bread to nie to ap- 
pease my famished soul ? If there was in me the capacity 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Jti)mnnruniH:KMdifrfmdfi9endigetimi^ 
rnngy indemintiuiner'NoA-Klageiebatts^Bhdig^^ 
fdmmhagiig'^wt dero boben Obren uni4Mgm imUfin ittAemibei 
€fUhak€n^JUegriifekddidt^K.li/U^ 

iigMg nuf ^^^"^ ^^%i^ obiter ^f 

fei und kki / \ net iefihii^ 

ten 'mordm I \fiynmupjS9 

babe kb no/ liens volent 

die pabre Bel yeiefffetAA 

difDiAe n/fl pjrr mk ge^ 

genis)£rtigeA \0rckel ehh 

verkiten laf\ j fi^* Wuswm 

bocbverfimM V / gemkJeyine^ 

de Cbfi/hn, \ ^ Jerrden e$ 

nicbr V0T v*^ ^^ menfcJ^KAf 

fmdetn viel ^^^^^ -^^^ mbr einem 

Pferde zu vergieichen mjfen^ \vo folte denH kb^ab einfibwacbes 

Werckzeugf^JsemeiMfteO'eaiUTyfilcbe unmcBgBcbeGeflakeriaa'- 

ren^ miebjcbvfiftgen^ zer6retl>a^Mndim ehen JaAmenMen/cben 

iMebef$kffhh werwalttfi^emSiSctBredmehiebwigierige&ekzu 

/itetigen,dafrekben; WdtreeinigeMoeglkhbeiiteymbrauszMftdjen^ 

erwStrde^sHnnenz^^ undzvjontzigW^iocbenVfiklertis^ungen^ftnd 

mkb gecfffhet baken. Umnagfrci bleHee untmtgUcb. Was GOtt 

unddk Namr gezekfinety darfiirfill man fob bSten. Mufi man 

docb hey Stmterejen hey grofi^und kleinen Tferden men Umer* 

fchkd nufc/jen undgdrambeny foil das Fferd Akfier und FuOen 

mthtauffeinen Hat^en in der Geburt verderhen , attes beyfimmen 

Unhenuadfteihen. DennSeferunbefcheideoeundHnverJchamte 

MenfihinifTi^enfelde mr atten KSh-Hirten, mancben Taggamz 

obneScbeifi^mkbriMdreynMlzuBodengaM^ und feinenWii^ 
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to endure it, he might have succeeded in the space of 
twenty-two weeks, and have opened me. But the impos- 
sible is always impossible. 

He who has been branded by God and nature, ought 
to be shunned. Is there not a diflference of make, and do 
not they take account of it when they choose larger or 
smaller stallions for mares, for fear lest the brood-mare 
should die at the same time as the foal, at the time when 
she bears it. 

But this indecent and shameless man has many a time 
thrown me indecently on the ground in the presence of 
all the drovers, and without being able to do his will of 
me, which was rendered impossible by the machine 
which he uncapped, as large and thick as a white tur- 
nip ; he wanted to split me wider than God had made 
me. 

To this end, he has also been encouraged by his bro- 
ther-in-law, and by other of his friends, that if he could 
not have his pleasure of my body, that he might drag 
me into the woods, tie me to a tree, and kill me with his 
gun, then quickly depart where he pleased to go. '* 

One remarks in this petition, as sincere as it is simple, 
that the artless creature observed to the judges that in the 
medical visit paid to her redoubtable husband, the engine 
had not been aroused,andhad appeared smaller than it was 
in reality; it is then that she measured it, probably with 
her bracelet, and found a diameter of 63 millimetres. As 
she compares it to a horse's member, that would give a 
length of 4.5 to 5 times its diameter, say .30 to $2 centi- 
metres. One can understand that the poor German was 
unable to receive it in spite, of 22 weeks spent in fruitless 
labours to allow herself to be '^ opened ".Nevertheless, 
there are women in existence who would be extremely 
happy to possess such a husband. And, as the old proverb 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



86 THE ETHNOLOGY OF THE SIXTH SENSE 

says, " husband and wife must be matched in the mar- 
riage tie **. 

I gain my-Iiving ivlth my P... During my 
stay in New Caledonia when I had charge of the barracks 
of the 3"* Marine Inf. at Noumea, I had under my 
charge a corporal, a native of Bordeaux. This man was 
celebrated in the Regiment for the size and length of 
his penis. In repose it was the size of an ordinary qiem- 
ber in erection, well shaped, with an uncovered gland ha- 
ving a projecting crown, and a body grooved with marked 
and swollen veins. The testicles were slightly above the 
average size. The pubis was covered with black and very 
bushy hah: . The subject was of middle height, and well 
made. But as he had been in the habit of masturbating 
himself every day since he was 8 years old, his constitu- 
tion was somewhat worn out. The skin of the penis was 
dark red and thickened ; the mucous membrane of the 
gladd was of normal coloration, but of a tanned appea- 
rance.! asked him to masturbate himself in order to observe 
the size of his organ in erection, and I remarked that he 
grasped the member with the middle of his hand, rubbing 
it quickly from the root of the penis to the crown of the 
gland, against which he rested his thumb. It was this fric- 
tion, with the subsequent shock, which had at length pro- 
duced the thickening of the skin of the penis and the voluted 
shape of the crown of the gland. 

Erection in this subject occurred rapidly enough, but 
he acknowledged that it was not the same with ejaculation, 
in consequence of the want of sensibility in the nerves of 
the penis. And yet the unfortunate man was unable to sa- 
tisfy himself except by masturbating himself,or by an act of 
bestiahty with she-asses or mares, for his member, when 
in erection, was 66 millimetres in diameter by 294 in 
length, measured only firom the meatus to the pubis I 
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In erection the penis described a normal bend towards 
the pubis, and kept at an angle of 30 degrees with the 
latter. 

If P... had been able to find a woman with a calibre 
equal to his penis, he might have tasted the joys of ma- 
trimony. 

A few years after my return from New Caledonia, as I 
was passing through Bordeiaux to embark for Senegal, I 

came across S on the Place des Qjainconces, stout, 

prosperous-looking, with a contented air, and well-dressed 
I went and said ^* how-do-you-do ,, to him, and to my en- 
quiry as to his present position, he cynically replied, 
** Doctor, I gain my living with my P ** I had an ex- 
planation of this horrid joke. It appeared that he had be- 
come connected with a band of depraved young swells, who 
maintained him and used to take him the round of the 
brothels. They paid the woman very highly who would 
consent to have connection in public with S...., and the 
latter received for pocket-money a portion of the collection 
which was made among these amateurs. 

I was even assured, later, that an old pederast accorded 
the favours of his anus to this rival of Priapus. I cannot 
vouch for this, but it is not improbable, for the dilatation 
of the anus attains extraordinary proportions in pederasts, 
as will be seen later on. 

And yet I have found on a negro in Senegal a penis still 
larger than that of the native of Bordeaux. 

The Son of the King of Kita.I have already quo^ 
ted in my work on ** Untrodden Fields of Anthropology*\x!tit 
case of a sharpshooter who had a penis 30 centimitres in 
length by 6 in diameter. He was surpassed in dimensions 
by the youngest son of the King of Kita. This youth, aged 
19, had been sent to St-Louis, to the Hostages' College, 
where he was learning French and being instructed in our 
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manners and customs. In reality this jovial blade six feet 
high,had learnt a few words of French (and what French!), 
and more especially to drink innumerable glasses of ab- 
sinthe, alcohol not being forbidden him by his fetish- 
worship. 

He came one day to see me in order that I might attend 
to a place on his leg, and complained bitterly, my Sarako- 
lan boy being the intermediary, that the French Govern- 
ment did* not give him any money to let hina have the 
negresses. They wanted him to pay them for receiving it, 
and still, he said, half of it remains at the door, for they 
seize hold of the root of the penis with their hand, in order 
to prevent its full admittance. He had no hesitation in dis- 
playing his penis. His testicles were comparatively small, 
of the dimensions of a pigeon's egg, but his penis, which 
was partly stiff even in a state of repose, did not hang 
down his thighs, but remained half bent in the shape of a 
crescent with the concave part below. It measured 190 
millimetres by 5 5 millimetres. It would have been even in 
that state enormous for a white man. I sent to find a pro- 
fessional prostitute, a drunken woman who drank bottles 
of pure fiau-de-Cologne like milk.For a present of a bottle 
she agreed to have connection with him, without any 
special preparations except using her hand to limit ihe 
length of the member, which measured from the meatus 
to the pubis 300 millimetres, and at the swelling produ- 
ced by circumcision was 65 millimetres in diameter. The 
negress received the whole size, and allowed it to enter at 
least 20 centimetres into her vagina. The receiver was 
worthy of the received. 

I observed that when in erection the penis was not very 
stiff, and that it was elevated at an angle of about 3 S de- 
grees, the degree o being the horizontal position, and the 
maximum an angle of 90 degrees, the penis pointing to- 
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wards the navel. Now there are Europeans, whose penis 
in erection adheres against the lower belly. 

Compare the minute penis of a young Parisian aged 20, 
with that of the son of the King of Kita. 

Different examples of Exaggerated size 
of the penis. D*^ Gamier in his ** Anomalies Sexuel- 
les " (a French work already quoted) , considers that 
youths endowed with members of excessive size, ought to 
selea for wives tall and outwardly well-developed women, 
without any apparent defect of conformation. 

He quotes the following instance. ** A young orphan, 
aged twenty, came to ask my advice on this matter, on 
Feb. 5*** 1883 . He was a handsome youth, with a physical 
development above his age. Living alone in the country 
and enjoymg very easy circumstances, he had formed the 
project of marriage, as he was troubled by certain require- 
ments of a genital nature, which he had not yet attempted 
to satisfy. Having read the work on ** !\Carriage *' he en- 
quired if the enormous development of his penis was not 
an obstacle to it. He exhibited it to me first in a state of 
semi-erection, which shewed me that its proportions were 
very exaggerated, above the average, without any trace of 
masturbation. On learning that his intended, eighteen years 
of age, was tall and strong like himself, I reassured him, 
and recommended to him the necessary precautions, which 
are indicated in the work on ** Impotence *' and particularly 
advised him not to venture oti his honey-moon before he 
had succeeded, on account of the accidents to be feared in 
taking possession. 

Disturbed at the thought that he might fail in his at- 
tempt, and fearing that I had not thoroughly appreciated 
his real conformation, he requested another inspection : 
*' My erection is now complete, " he said, '* andlam trou- 
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bled about it ", and suddenly rising he displayed it. 
Although regular, the proportions were in fiact formidable, 
and I pointed out to him the prudence of making a prior 
trial. He was an absolute virgin, and hardly knew how to 
go to work, never having received any instruction fox his 
new functions. " No ",he said, " I have a horror of prosti- 
tutes. I love my future wife, and wish to reserve all my 
favours for her. Give me in detail the instructions neces- 
sary to avoid accidents and I will follow them. In case I 
am unsuccessful, I will return ". I have never seea him 
again ". 

And D' Gamier adds : *' In such a case everything is re- 
lative between the man and the woman. How many hus- 
bands, shaped normally and even above the average, have 
remained for. weeks, months, and even years without 
being able to deflower their wives, owing to the fear that 
they were too narrow for them " 

Opinion of three Nuns on the Virile mem- 
ber « Biroalde de Verville, that grand old French satirist 
and wit, gives us a dispute of three nuns of Poissy on 
the nature of the sport of love (virile member). 

Glicas. Of what is it made, this sport of love? 

Poggi' The nuns of Poissy taught me all about it, as 
I was going to Longchamps and other parts. There ! I do 
not name person or place for fear lest others should go. 
There were three of them who were disputing about it. 
One said it was made of sinew, for she had a fine sinewy 
one, when the Court was at Blois. The other said that it 
was made of stretched-out flesh, because when it is touched 
it is more delicate to the skin than the fine stuflfe of the 
Levant, and softer than velvet; another said that it was 
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made of tendons because it stretched so much. The Prio- 
ress, who had heard them, said to them that she was rather 
of opinion that it was made of bone, because that morning 
she had drawn out the marrow from one. " 

'* Penas, You are mistaken; it was not they, but the 
three who were walking in a fine garden and found a goose- 
berry (groseiile), and asked one another to give its Latin 
name. '* How do you call it, my Sister? " The young one 
said groselees; the other said, grosela ; and the old one said 
** You are fools, it must be thick and long (gros et long) 
for our little cunnies " (i). 

Let us finish with a story told in ** Tlntermidiaire des 
Chercheurs et des Curieux'' (April 25*^1886). 

'' The Marseillais' mast. A very amusing ^tory 
is going the round of the artists' studios, of a Marseillais 
who fell into the sea three leagues away from shore. 
He floated on his back, thought of his sweet-heart^ and ma- 
king a sail out of his handkerchief, went along gently 
impelled by a favourable wind. It seems to me to be inte- 
resting to show by a feature the link which unites the mo- 
dern to the ancient world. This anecdote of the amorous 
Marseillais recalls to my memory a certain antique lamp 
of the Decadent period of Roman art, on which had been 
modelled an almost similar subject. We know that the sculp- 
tures on a terra cotta lamp, intended no doubt to be used 
in some place of ill-fame, did not boast of much refine- 
ment. A rower in his boat has attached his sail, to a mast, 
and this mast is borrowed without shame from the arsenal 
of the vituperating Priapus. 

(i) B^roalde de Verville, Le Moyen de Parvenir. This extraordinary 
work, a mine of old Gallic spice and humour, has been translated into 
English, under the title of " Fantastic Tales *', but I am told this ver- 
sioii is expurgated. 
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Causes of the exaggerated dimensions of 
the virile member. Is a man born with a member 
capable of assuming a great development at the virile age? 
Or rather, does this development proceed from an exces- 
sive and premature use of the organ, principally by preco- 
cious masturbation ? 

These two questions cannot be solved either by a com- 
plete negation or affirmation. They are connected, and are 
alternately effect or cause, and vice versi ! Let us first 
begin by finding the influence of race, a question which 
will be treated in Physiology. Then in the same race, there 
are individual differences which are enormous... We 
must then introduce the clothing, precocious dissolute 
habits, and especially masturbation. Finally let us in- 
stance elephantiasis as a particular reason. Let us examine 
them in succession. Hippocrates in a passage of his works 
on the impotence of the Scythians has already asserted 
that their impotence results from their continual '* horse- 
riding, and because they wear trousers, a fashion which 
causes them to lift them up by the hand to the genital 
parts *'. Let us note that among the ancient Greeks the 
use of trousers and breeches was absolutely unknown. Mo- 
dern physicians, commentators of Hippocrates, have natu- 
rally been of different opinions. Hunter, the Englishman, 
decides against Hippocrates, because he says that these 
organs, being kept too warm and being held up too high, 
become relaxed. Our fellow-country man, Lallemant, asserts 
that with bakers the fact of not wearing breeches produces 
a result opposite to that indicated by the sage of Cos, ** sa&- 
pe audivimus pistores et coctores quorum partes pendendae 
subligaculis non oblieguntur, sed liberius pendent, crassos 
et bene nutritos habere testes ". 

But D' Mauriac explains very naturally this customary 
size of the virile member of bakers, and asserts that it is an 
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effect and not a cause. " Persons with a disposition to love 
have a more voluminous penis and clitoris. It is an effect 
and not a cause. There is thus an acquired development 
of the erectile tissus. This latter results from the immo- 
derate excercise of the genital organs, and the physical exci- 
tements of which they are the objea. Mauriac has remar- 
ked that the penis among bakers is very voluminous. He 
attributes it to the rubbing against the sides of the kneading- 
trough which it undergoes during their work. This in- 
cessant contact produces frequent erections^ or exaggerates 
the afflux of the blood in the organ, and hypertrophy 
thence results. 

Mantegazza {Hygiine dt r Amour) quotes the opinion of 
his fellow-countryman^ Savarsi, who in his work on Egypt, 
discovers four causes of this development of the virile 
member : (i"*)Circumcision, which gives free development 
to the penis; (2"^) The religious precept which imposes on 
the man the obligation of stretching the penb several 
times after urinating in order that he may not be defiled 
with his excrement; (3'^) The wide garments which they 
wear, which do not prevent the development of the genital 
organs; (4***) Their own weight, which conduces to lengthen 
them. 

This opinion is corroborated by that of the ** Dictionaiy 
of Medicine and Surgery " under the heading Scrotum, ** In 
the child about 15 years old the scrotum has the shape of 
asphiucalpurse. In the adult, one testicle is lower than 
the other, but they retain their harmonious shape. In the 
old man, the scrotum lengthens still more, growing lar- 
ger at the same time below, as if the testicles contracted 
across on the base ; the top is drawn, and changes its shape 
into that of a neck with flaccid walls. But in many obese 
old men, the purses still display the conoidical shape, and 
their coverings are firm ". 
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The influences of race can only be indicated here. 
Among the African negroes, and among the Arabs, the 
majority of travellers have pointed out the considerable 
development of the penis, in proportion to the larger va- 
gina of the negress ; the purses among them are more vo- 
luminous and pendent. But here we must bring in the in- 
fluence of costume. In the case of the man who walks 
along, scarcely covered with a slight loin-cloth, just as in 
the case of the Algerian, clad in tht gandourah, the genital 
parts have no support and are influenced by their weight, 
teguments, and the layers which lie beneath are liable to 
stagnations and congestions *" 

The genial Rabelais had already made the same remark 
on the priests ** who wear no breeches underneath, and 
their virile member stretches in unrestrained freedom, be- 
cause through this rubbing the humours of the body des- 
cend to the said member ". (Book n, chap. 26). 

Influence of masturbation. A number of good 
writers point out precocious masturbation as a frequent 
cause of the excessive development of the penis. Gamier 
(Sexual Anomalies) finds that thelargeness of the penis coin- 
ciding with the club-shape of the gland, and with the va- 
ricose enlargement of the dorsal vein of the penis, is a par- 
ticular sign of the habit of masturbation. The hyper-dila- 
tation of the vesicles of the cavernous tissue, returning 
only imperfectly on themselves, gives a special feeling of 
soft fleshiness to the touch, which serves to distinguish 
them. 

It is certain that the friction, at times very hard, habi- 
tually practised on the organ, and especially the voluntary 
prolongation of the urethra by the masturbator, who stops 
a short time before the ejaculation to begin again a few 
moments after, by keeping the blood in the cavernous bo- 
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dies evidently assists the expansion and dilatation. '* From 
thence arises also the habitual congestion of the organ in 
masturbators " . 

'* An idiot of Mans, a frantic masturbator, confined in 
the Lunatic Asylum of Marieville after numerous criminal 
assaults^ had thus an enormous penis as evidence and con- 
sequence of his passion. It is safficient to raise the prepuce 
to convict masturbators of this habit, if a bright bluish 
red, a kind of ktent balanitis is noticed. 

Many are thus in a state of permanent sub-erection 
which induces them to carry the hand there, as in thecase 
of phimosis. It is enough to converse with them or to exa- 
mine them on this matter for erection to be spontaneously 
produced as in the preceding case. 

This singular fact explains itself evidently enough when 
we have to deal without any doubt, with latent pederasts 
and even with avowed sodomites. After suspecting this 
perversion by this sign of spontaneous erection, I obtain- 
ed the proof of it in the case of a man aged 58, attacked 
with a singular running. Examination was indispensable, 
and he displayed a formidable penis, swollen and in semi- 
erection. The rigidity was perfected by pressing the urethra 
at the perineum, but without any pain. The volume of the 
penis was then excessive in all its dimensions, without the 
testicles participating. He confessed his preference for so- 
domy, and his discovery of onanism while practising gym- 
nastics in his youth Is not the influence of mastur- 
bation evident here? " (Gamier, Sexual Anomalies). 

The interpretation of Gamier is confirmed by the opin- 
ion of Civiale (i) in his work on the Diseases of the Uri- 
nary Paths, the great medical value of which, half a century 
of modern study and discovery has not altered. '* In those 
individuals whose penis assumes an extraordinary devclop- 

(i) Maladies (Us Votes urinaires . 
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ment **, says ayiale(the discoverer of the pulverization of 
the stone in the bladder)** there are almost always profound 
lesions of the prostate, or of the bladder. The presence of 
the stone, by proniqting the titillation of the meatus, causes 
the patients to pull about the penis, and to lengthen it exces- 
sively . The penis thus assumes a great development, and 
its distinctive character is to be clammy, hard, and rigid. 
Owing to this contiguity to the penis, these con^plaints, 
by leading to an afflux of the blood, produce a permanent 
turgescence, which being prolonged, imparts to it a grow- 
ing volume ". 

The American doctor, George Beard (i), gives a very in- 
teresting observation. 

'^ A young man, aged 32, came to consult me on ac- 
count of the following symptoms. At a certain period he 
had had frequent seminal emissions, which latterly had 
recuned 4 to 5 times a month. The latter were produced 
in consequence of his having abandoned his bad habits. 
There existed.... In sexual intercourse, ejaculation took 
place too soon, and without giving him sufficient satisfac* 
tion. He had a weeping penis fthztis to say, moistened at the 
least excitement, as well before, as after, coition. On exa- 
mination, the penis was voluminous, flaccid, with that 
cartilaginous sensation which excessive and long-continued 
masturbation gives, a sort of hypertrophy of the organ.No 
phimosis existed. 

In this case it is interesting to note the following points: 

(i**) The great physical force of the patient, who was able 
to accomplish long walks. The neurasthenia did not prevent 
him from applying for rather hard work.There was no anemia. 

(2"'*) He triumphed over all the symptoms which he dis- 
played. 

(0 Sexual Neurasthenia. Translated by Paul Rodet.Socidt^ d'^i- 
tious scientifiques. Paris, 1895. 
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(3'^) The augmentation of the volume of the penis con- 
sequent on masturbation is to be noted ". 

Gamier repeatedly points out in his ' ' Sexual Anomalies " 
cases of penes of large size through masturbation. Thus 
in Observation n^ 141, he notices a hypochondriac mastur- 
bator, ** his penis, swollen and in semi-erection, bore all 
the characteristics of the masturbator by its exagerated 
development, the gland especially. *' 

Observation 151 by the same author. A youth, aged 27, 
a tall and fine young fellow,a libidinous and salacious mas- 
turbator. ** On- examination, the penis, much retracted, had 
not more than 4 to 5 centimetres of projecture, with a vo- 
luminous and club-shaped gland : to my great astonishment 
he told me that it was, on the other hand, 15 centimetres 
when in erection ". 

Observation 153. An English gentleman, aged 43, had 
been addicted to masturbation since the age of 14, display- 
ed ** a, considerable relaxation of the genital organs*, pe- 
nis developed, very soft, with a very pronounced varicose 
dorsal vein ; gland large and club-shaped. " 

Elephiantiasis of the penis. This curious for- 
mation is not congenital. It is the result of an affection 
very rare in Europe, except in the Southern countries, 
though this malady is rather frequent in those countries 
which adjoin the tropics. It is met with rather often in 
Barbadoes, Bengal, Brazil and Africa. Complete elephan- 
tiasis of the penis and scrotum is distinguished from ele- 
phantiasis of the penis only, a somewhat rare afiection. It 
begins often with the prepuce, to extend then to the whole 
organ, and again remains stationary before extending to 
the purses. 

In 113 cases of elephantiasis operated on at the Medical 
College at Calcutta in 18 years, the malady affected the 
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prepuce on three occasions only, and once only was the 
penis the principal seat of it. 

The author who has made the best study of elephantiasis 
is Demarquay,in his Maladies chirurgicales dur pints (Dela- 
haye, iditeur, Paris, 1877), from the 4**^ chapter of which 
work we extract a summary. 

Pathologic Anatomy .Theskin of thepenispresents 
a considerable hypertrophy, which in some cases appears 
to be the consequence of long continued erysipelatic 
oedema. The cellular tissue participates in the irritation of 
th|? skin; the soft oedema is not long before it changes 
into a hard oedema ; the hypertrophies and transfor- 
mations of the tissue operate by degrees. The hyper- 
trophic oedema gradually extends byond its limits, pro- 
gresses more and more, and forms in the meshes of the 
cellular walls an excessively hard tissue, and it becomes 
impossible to distinguish the accidental fibrous tissue from 
hypertrophied derma which forms one body with it. 

The penis is susceptible of attaining enormous dimen- 
sions, and so too is the scrotum. The first tase quoted by 
Demarquay is that of Ketwsy, a German, who had a pe- 
nis 13 fingers in circumference at its base, diminished as 
it went on, and terminated in a red tumour the size of a 
nut^ underneath and behind which a hole was seen which 
led to the canal of the urethra. At the autopsy, the skin 
was found to be of three times its thickness in the normal 
state. This hypertrophy sometimes gives to the skin of the 
penis a monstrous thickness and development. 

Penis affected \srith the elephantiasis of 
the Arabs, pbserved in Provence. An ecclesias- 
tic had an enormous elephantiasis of the penis; the tu- 
mour was monstrous; it hung between the legs which it 
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kept far apart, as far as the knees and its weight was 
such that the patient was obliged to hold it up by means 
of a rather complicated suspensory bandage, which was 
supported by the neck. 

This elephantiasis, one of the most voluminous which 
has been observed on the penis, still retained the shape 
of that organ; the body of the penis and gland was dis- 
tinguishable, covered by the prepuce. Goyrand of Aix, 
separated from the morbid mass (formed by an enormous 
hypertrophy of the sheath and of the cellular tissue which 
lines it), the testicles, which were united with the penis 
(cavernous body and urethra). The gland was blended 
with the prepuce ; in the operation it was necessary, so to 
say, to carve it in the hypertrophic mass. The cavernous 
body and the urethra had not increased in size, but the fi^ 
brous course was the only portion of their tissue remain- 
ing; the cavernous or erectile tissue had lost its vas- 
cularity, it had been lost by atrophy; the sheath and the 
sub-cutaneous cellular tissue alone formed the hypertrophic 
tumour. The skin of the posterior portion of the root of 
the tumour, which kept its flexibility, served to make a 
new scrotum. A quadrilateral strip was detached from the 
anterior portion of the root of the tumour to form a new 
sheath for the penis; but this strip formed part of the ele- 
phantiasical portion; it mortified and fell off, and slightly 
retarded the cicatrization. As to the new scrotum, it fulfil- 
led very well the surgeon's intentions. The extirpated mass 
weighed 5.600 grammes. 

The patient made a good recovery; but, two years after, 
the scrotum was in its turn attacked with elephantiasis, 
and attained such a size in eighteen months,that the pa- 
tient was obliged to undergo an operation in 1855, four 
years after the first operation. The extirpated mass weighed 
about 2 kilogrammes; the recovery occurred in 35 days. 
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There was no relapse, and seven years after the second 
operation he succumbed to the results of a cerebral hemor- 
rhage. 

The penis may attain enormous dimensions. Wadd has 
' seen an African negro whose penis measured 40 centime 
tres in length and 35 centimfetres in circumference, which 
gives a diameter of nearly^ i centimetres. M. Tripi'fcr has 
seen a young man whose penis was 9 inches in length by 9 
in circumference at the end and 6 in the middle. This or- 
gan had a monstrous appearance ; its surface was unequal, 
indented and yet smooth^ and brown. He says : 

**R of Aveniires (lsire),aged24, of astrong constitu- 
tion, nervous sanguine temperament, born of healthy pa- 
rents, was quite well until the age of 9 or 16. At that pe- 
riod, when fishing during the cold season, he happened to 
fall into the water, and not taking care of himself after this 
accident, he developed a large number of boils. This first 
furunculous irruption was followed by several others 
which followed one another in a strangely obstinate way, 
and which were complicated all at once towards the age of 
II or 12, by an enormous swelling of the penis in a night. 
When this latter accident occurred, the boils quickly disap- 
peared, buf the swelling of the penis remained. The pa- 
tient sufiered much from it at first, at the time of the emis- 
sion of urine, during cold weather, and when the tumour 
at certain periods became inflamed. It was and has been 
since then combated in vain by agreat number of means. " 

WhenR.. came to consult M. Tripier ten or twelve 
years after the development of his affection, die penis was 
9 inches long and 7 in circumference, and 6 at the middle. 
Slightly bent thus ( v^ ) in its anterior third, this organ 
had a monstrous appearance; its surface was unequal,inden- 
ted and yet smooth, of a brown colour, especially on its 
lower surface, which was traversed all its length by a longi- 
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tudiqal projecture, voluminous and rounded, which could 
be taken for the degenerate urethra. The niass is hard and 
of a greater consistence on approaching its free, extremity. 
This, which turns to the right, shows in a small recess a 
sinuous opening, folded, apparently small and admitting 
only a probe with diflSculty, which nevertheless allows the 
index finger to penetrate easily. The latter, buried to its 
full length, reaches a cavity where the gland is sought for 
in vain. The whole penis, at first, appeared to be invaded 
by this degenerescence; nevertheless, when closely exa- 
mined, it is apparent that it terminates at one inch on the 
back, and at two inches on the scrotal surface from its root. 
However, the skin of this latter part, like that of the scro- 
tum, is more or less penetrated by the morbid matter, 
which forms this singular alteration. Wholly monstrous as 
it is, the penis fulfils however the greater part of its func- 
tions; the emission of urine and the ejaculation of sperm 
are easy : at least these liquids freely run through the canal 
and the urethra ; but, falling into the cavity previously 
mentioned they do not come out except when it over- 
flows, and the patient is obliged to press on the extremity 
of the mass in order to fiicilitate dieir exit; otherwise a 
portion would always remain there. Erections frequently 
recur, and are the more painful the stronger they are. 
This is the only time when R.. .suffers from his infirmity. 
For several years he has only been inconvenienced by the 
weight and size of his tumour. 

The operation performed by I> Bourgoing succeeded 
marvellously, and the mass removed by the scalpel weighed, 
one lb. four ozs., and the patient regained possession of a 
penis of ordinary dimensions. 

Gaillard and Gaetoni have seen an elephantiasis of such 
dimensions in an Arab aged 40, that it descended to the lo- 
wer pan of the calf. The penis, buried in the substance of 
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the tumouf) allowed the urine to flow by a hole 5 inches 
in length, which seenjed to be formed by the skin of the 
penis, retroverted and detached from the cavernous bodies 
.and the urethra, and adhering to those parts merely by the 
pointer, of the gland. , 

Gibert observed in i834attheSaint-LouisHospital^a pa- 
tient whose penis, swollen, was the size of that of a mule; 
the skin was wrinkled, bristling with granulations,as was 
that of the gland, besides being blended, with the prepuce. 
The subject felt no pain; he urinated freely, had erections 
with rigidity of the penis, but with no increase of its 
dimensions. 

Kegel saw, in 1845, a case of elephantiasis for which a 
young man had been discharged : the penis was 05 ceh^ 
tim^tres in length and weighed 2 kilogrammes and a half. 
He proposed to separate the penis proper from this enor- 
mous mass. The gland had undergone notable elongation. 
The penis, dissected, might nevertheless be recovered 
with a new cutaneous covering. The patient could since 
then micturate and procreate. 

Hypertrophy of the p6nis.Anegro,aged27,dis- 
played an enormous hypertrophy of the penis, with diflSculty 
of urinating. Being measured the penis was 9 1/2 inches (24 
centimttres) in length at its root. The structure of that part 
had become altogether cartilaginous. The hypertrophy of the 
cavernous bodies was such that the gland had been turned 
upwards, and was nearly in contact with the back of the 
penis. The gland presented normal dimensions and was 
otherwise healthy; its shape only was changed in conse- 
quence of the displacement of the part. Amputation was 
obliged to be performed. The cavernous bodies were chang- 
ed into a fibro-cartilaginous tissue analogous to that of the 
cartilage at the sides. 
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It cannot be admitted, according to Wadd, that the un- 
fortunate persons attacked with such an affection are able 
to experience sexual needs, as is commonly supposed. The 
numerous observations which his long residence at Madras 
permitted him to make, enable him to refute this error. 
Impotence is the certain result, when the malady has suffi- 
ciently progressed. 

Elephantiasis of tlie Prepuce. In ceruin cases 
elephantiasis is confined to the prepuce. Demarquay quotes 
two instances of it, and operated on one. He points out 
that the prepuce bends back completely on^tself in trum- 
pet-shape at its extremity, so that the jet of urine is bent 
backwards also. 

In the second case, operated on by Demarquay the 
malady made its first appearance by an angiolencity of the 
penis and the purses. After several amputations, Demar- 
quay was obliged to carve out, so to say, the gland from 
the shapeless mass of the oedemated and hardened pre- 
puce. 

Treatment of Elephantiasis. The treatment of 
elephantiasis is the province of surgery, and the bistoury 
alone can cure this deformity, by the method inaugurated 
by the illustrious Delpech. 

An American physician, D*" Thibaud, operated on a tu» 
mour of elephantiasis, which occupied .the whole of the 
genital organ, me^ured 28 inches in length, 14 in diame- 
ter and. 48 inches in circumference below the pubis. It 
weighed 63 lbs and a half, a really formidable weight. The 
operation succeeded marvellously , and restored to the patient 
a penis and scrotum of normal dimensions. 

Double Penis. Cases of double penis are very rare. 
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Nevertheless authentic cases of it exist. The two penes are 
then placed one beside the other. The following case is a 
remarkable instance of it. 

Velpeau displayed to TAcademie des Sciences, on June 
i'^ 1844, a child aged eight months and a half. This child 
had three lower members. In front of the normal pelvis 
were seen two penes, separated at their commencement by 
a dbtance. of about 4 centim^res ; one testicle only was 
found on each side in the corresponding double scrotum. 
Each peniis possessed its own urethra. The two canals ap- 
peared to communicate with a single bladder; at least, 
when emission took place, it occurred at the same time and 
in the same quantity from the two p^ths. 

The most curious case of this bifidity is given by D' Gar- 
nier (Sexual Anomalies). 

** A most rare and curious^ instance of real bifidity is 
that of a Portuguese, aged 18, having a double penis. 

They were laterally situated and normally developed,the 
left one a little more so than the right. The explanation 
of it exists in the insertion of a third rudimentary lower 
limb under the left buttock, the stump of the foot being 
bent round in front from the same side. 

Being engaged in a troop of mountebanks to display his 
deformity, this youth^ who was tall and well developed, 
enjoyed a real prolixity by making use of two organs in 
turn with the same woman. The left penis, however, en- 
tered on erection more rapidly than the right, and he used 
it in preference, although it, like the other, possessed only 
one testicle. But one of his feats of strength was to make 
use of them alternately, without simultaneous ejaculation. 
A double seminiferous apparatus, distinct and separate, was 
therefore probable". 

Instances of superposed penis are much less authentic. 
Nervertheless, Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire has quoted a case 
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in which the two penes were able to serve equally for the 
excretion of the urine, or for that of the sperm, separately 
or at the same time. The man who displayed this latter 
arrangement, is said to have engendered twins only. 

Palmated Penis. The penis is said to be palmated 
when that organ is enveloped with the skin of the scro- 
tum. This fault of conformation is very rare, very few 
instances have been published : the surgeon Bouisson, how 
ever says that he has met with it several times, but in 
his memoir he has given only one personal observation. 
Two cases reported by J.-L. Petit give a very clear idea 
of his deformity. The first case was that of a man whose 
penis was incurved in, such a manner that the skin of the 
scrotum served as a covering on all its lower portion. The 
gland alone emerged at the time of the swelling of the ca- 
vernous bodies. In spite of J.-L. Petit's opinion* to the 
contrary ,tbe operation was performed by another surgeon. 
The penis was separated, but the cavernous bodies did not 
become straight. 

J. L. Petit discovered later on the explanation of this 
want of success. He had occasion to make an autopsy of a 
similar case, and he saw that the cellules of spongious 
tissue were nearly choked up in the neighbourhood of the 
concavity, while they were gradually enlarged to near the 
convex portion, where they were largest. The penis was 
therefore tied fest and incurved irremediably by the very 
fact of its contexture. 

J.-L. Petit consequently concluded that this incurvation 
was incurable, and as a result that surgical intervention 
was useless. 

There are, however, some curable cases, as Bouisson and 
Demarquay have shown. The penis besides, should it re- 
main bent back during erection, would still benefit from 
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the operation. For after the disengagement of the penis, 
coition might remain more or less difficult, but it is pos- 
sible, whereas before that it was absolutely impracticable. 

Congenital Torsion of tiie Penis. This torsion 
of the penis appears to be connected with another fault of 
conformation in the genital organs. It complicates the 
latter, and exists rarely alone : besides, it is very rare to 
observe torsion of the penis. Godard has seen it once in 
a monorchid subject, whose scrotum and left testicle were 
wanting. Verneuil has studied an analogous instance in a 
patient affected with hypospadia ; the urethra, inclining 
from right to left, and from the front to the back, twisted 
in a spiral shape the lateral surface of the left cavernous 
body, and resumed its normal inferior and mesial position 
on a level with the root of the purses. 

Finally, in a third instance noticed by Guerlain, the 
penis, otherwise but slightly developed, had undergone 
a nearly complete rotatory movement, in such a manner 
that the dorsal became the lower surface, and rested on 
the purses, while the urethral surface turned upwards and 
slightly to the left. 

In . spite of the defective position of the urethral ori- 
fice, the urine and the sperm could be projected to a suit- 
able distance. If hypospadia exists, the jet of liquid will 
emerge under variable conditions; but if torsion of the 
penis exists alone, their egress may occur in the prolong- 
ation of the axis of the penis. 

Sometimes the patient is obliged, even when he uri- 
nates, to turn the penis a little backwards. 

As to fecundation, it is dependent on the degree of tor- 
sion of the penis. There is no absolute impotence, the 
erection often being very suitable ; but the direction of the 
spermatic jet may be defective, fail to reach its goal, and 
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thus produce a relative impotence, the more to be regret- 
ted because Science is unable, for the most part, to remedy 
this defect of conformation. 

Defects of conformation of the cavernous 
bodies. The rarity of defects of conformation of the ca- 
vernous bodies considered separately, is such that there is 
no occasion for us to attend to it. 

We have seen, respecting the total absence of the penis, 
an observation of Bouteiller , such a congenital atrophy of 
the cavernous body, that a very serious consideration was 
necessary for the surgeon to decide to proceed to a search 
for the penis, which appeared to be absent. In another 
degree, the arrest of development becomes a complete want 
of penis. 

D' Delbarier, in AnnaUs de la MedUine Beige, quotes a 
case of urethral occlusion on a level with the sub-pubal 
ligament: the penis did not display the slightest trace of the 
cavernous body. On a level with the navicular foss, the 
urethra was noticeably distended; its surface at this level 
measured 15 millimetres; at the meatus and beyond the 
distention it measured only 5 millimetres. 

On the other hand, the hypertrophy of the cavernous 
body constitutes, in several cases, a lesion almost as much 
to be regretted. We have pointed out in the preceding 
chapter what excessive development the penis attains when 
affected with elephantiasis ; but apart from that pathologic 
condition, the penis may acquire a considerable develop- 
ment, and impede strangely the genital functions ;instances 
of which we have given in this chapter. 

Bifid penis. It may equally happen that the cavern- 
ous bodies being slightly parted instead of being welded 
one to the other, form a kind of groove. In this case the 
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penis is sensibly wider than it is thick. Gamier quotes an 
interesting case. 

'* 22. Without being complete, this bifidity is clearly 
shown in certain individuals. Instead of its usually round- 
ed shape, the penis is flattened, hollowed in the middle, 
and swollen at the sides- I met with it thus in a young 
working locksmith, passionately devoted to active sodomy, 
preferentially on obese old men. The gland, attenuated by 
this habit, gave a singular appearance to the penis. This 
flattened, though attenuated shape, is observable also in 
certain masturbators, resulting from their peculiar proceed- 
ing of pressing the penis in the middle with the thumb, 
while the other fingers form a counterpoise beneath. 
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CHAPTER V 

DEFECTS OF CONFORMATION OF THE MALE GENITAL 
APPARATUS (continnad). 



Defects of conformation of the Prepuce. — I. Absence of the Prepuce. 
— II. Incomplete development of the Prepuce. — III. Congenital 
division of the Prepuce. — IV. Imperforation of the Prepuce. — 
Congenital narrowness of the prepuce. — V. Phimosis. — Mono- 
graphy of phimosis. — Different forms of phimosis. 

Serious maladies proceeding from congenital phimosis 

A. Phenomena relative to the functions and organs of generation. — 
Genital excitement. — Depression of the genital sense. — Various 
lesions of the genito-urinary functions and organs proceeding from 
phimosis. — Congenital (calculi of the prepuce). — Balano-pos- 
thitis. — Eczema of the gland. — Elephantiasis of the prepuce, 
atrophy of the penis^cancer of the penis, difficulties of miaurition, 
inconvenience occasioned in coition. — Influence on generation. — 
Phimosis assists venereal infection. — Hernias and hydroceles. 

B. Reflex symptoms and general troubles. — - Serious troubles of the 
genito-urinary organs. — Various troubles of the intellectual fa- 
culties. — Troubles of the general health (Convulsions, idiocy, 
paralysis, coxalgia, the vision, gastralgia, neurasthenia). 

Opinion of American physicians on phimosis. — Paraphimosis, its 
reduction. 



Defects of conformation of the prepuce are six in num- 
ber : 

1. Absence of the prepuce. 

2. Incomplete development of the prepuce. 

3. Congenital division of the prepuce. 

4. Imperforation. 

5. Phimosis. 

6. Paraphimosis. 
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I. Absence of the Prepuce. The absence of the 
prepuce is very rare in children. Thisi congenital deformity 
which leaves the gland uncovered, dflfers no other incon- 
venience than the diminution or disappearance of its sen- 
sibility. 

And yet, strange to say, the ancients practised a curious 
operation in order to restore a prepuce to those who had 
lost it, as well as to those who had never possessed one. 
The former was practised on the few Jews who wished to 
obliterate all traces of their origin, and thus to exempt them- 
selves from the exorbitant taxes which were imposed on 
ttat nation, and collected more stringently than from 
any others. If the European nations in our time should 
impose similar ones on the Jews, we shall perhaps see this 
operation coming into vogue again, a description of which 
we give according to Celsus. The skin of the root of the 
gland was detached with the scalpel in a circular shape, 
which Celsus asserts was not very painful, because the 
skin, thus detached, could be brought up with the hand to 
the root of the penis, without a large eflFusion of blood. 
Then this skin was drawn back beneath, until it covered the 
gland. After applying fomentations of cold water to the 
part, it was enclosed in a plaster calculated to moderate the 
inflammation. On the following days the patient was not 
allowed any food, until he felt, so to say, growing, weak 
from inanition, for fear lest nourishment should excite the 
venereal appetites. When the inflammation was allayed, 
the penis was enclosed in a bandage from its root to the 
crown of the gland ; the latter was covered circularly with 
a plaster, the medicamental portion of which was turned 
away from the side of the prepuce. By this means this skin 
agglutinated with the body of the penis> and that which 
covered the gland cicatrized without forming adherence 
with it* 
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This process had the great disadvantage of causing a 
portion of the cavernous bodies, equal in length to the 
gland, to enter the pubis, and thus of diminishing the total 
length of the penis. 

II. Incomplete Development of the Pre- 
puce. The cutaneous covering of the gland does not al- 
ways display a perfect regularity. It may happen that 
the prepuce develops irregularly, so as to leave visible some 
of the side of the gland, while it projects on the opposite 
side. From this there results a kind of cutaneous append- 
age, irregular, fimbriated or non-fimbriated, free or adhe- 
rent, sometimes loose, and in this way affecting the func- 
tions of the penis; the latter case being the most frequently 
observed . 

J.-L. Petit, who observed a case of this kind, relates 
that he was consulted by a young married man, the late- 
ral and lower portions of whose prepuce were wanting ; 
the small portion which he had fell on the gland, beyond 
which it projected a finger's breadth; this kind of pendant 
was I inch wide at its base, and terminated in a cylinder 
like a second penis, which, although it was small and 
without erection, inconvenienced him much durihg coi- 
tion. The fragment was cut off, and the young man was 
soon in a state to perform the conjugal act without the 
least diflSculty. 

In another cas^,a nearly similar fragment, but disposed 
like a pad, might have been removed, if the subject had 
been willing to submit to this slight operation. 

This deformity presents no gravity; it is a cause of trou- 
ble to sexual intercourse; but it is easy te obviate, and the 
operation is so simple that there is nothing in it to point 
out. 
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III. Congenital Division of the Prepuce. 

The prepuce sometimes displays a* division similar to that 
which is apparent in hare-lip. It may be complete, and 
stretching the whole length of the prepuce from its com- 
mencement as £ar as the crown of the gland, or it may be 
partial : it may occur on the mesial line or on the sides. 

When this division of the prepuce is still small, it does 
not impede the functions of the penis : it is an incomplete 
circumcision. But it is otherwise when it is complete, for 
then the introduction of the penis into the vagina is often 
difGcult and painful, both for the man and the woman. 

J.-L. Petit advised an operation in order to reunite the 
two lips of the slit and obtain a complete phimosis. It is 
doubtful whether it would have succeeded, for there is no 
instance of its having been tried : complete circumcision of 
the prepuce appears preferable to us. 

The inconveniencies which result from this fault of the 
prepuce are such, and the success of the operation by 
which it is sought to remedy it, is so doubtful, that Boyer 
advises, in the case where this defective disposition of the 
prepuce renders coition difficult and painful, the removal 
from each side of a triangular strip of the prepuce. 

IV^ Imperforation of the Prepuce. Imperfor- 
ation of the prepuce has been observed several times in 
new-born infants. When it is incomplete, it constitutes a 
variety of phimosis; when it is complete, at the extremity 
of the penis is observable a globulous tumour, on a level 
with which the skin may be stretched so much as to 
become transparent. The volume of the tumour increases at 
each effort of the child to urinate, but no urine is ejected: 
palpation gives a sensation of confined liquid. 

Excision of the prepucemust be performed immediately. 
The wound, moreover, cicatrizes very rapidly, and a simple 
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dressing is suflScient. It is a panial circumcision, and it is 
well known that the circumcision of Jewish infants presents 
no danger, provided that the dressing is properly applied. 
By doing this the child avoids later on the inconveniences 
of phimosis. Chopartsaw a child, 3 days old, which had a 
retention of urine inthe imperforated prepuce. The retained 
urine was of the size of a hen's egg; it had so greatly dis- 
tended the teguments that they had become thin and trans- 
parent; the undulation of the liquid was distinctly felt. 

In Dec. 1779, a child of four months and a half was pre- 
sented to Advenant, a doctor at Bellevue,in Auvergne,said 
never to have passed urine by the penis. The child had at 
the extremity of that part, a tumour, of the shape and 
transparency of a bladder full of serosity. He was extre- 
mely thin, and had a slow fever , and a smell of urine was 
emitted from every part of his body. Leval, a surgeon, 
opened the tumour, and excised a portion of the prepuce 
which was retaining the urine. The child recovered and 
urinated by the natural channel. 

V. Phimosis. Normally, as in all animals, the gland 
of man is covered by the prepuce like a hood, whict 
shelters it and preserves all its sensibility. But normally 
also, in children the gland remains nearly constantly cover- 
ed with the hood of the prepuce all the time that the penis 
is in repose, and the urine flows through the preputial 
opening. When the child is vicious, or, more simply,when 
he has been told not to allow the sebaceous smegma to ac- 
cumulate under the prepuce, he partly uncovers it at the 
moment when he urinates. This operation often repeated, 
results in such an enlargement of the preputial opening, 
that when the penis enters on erection, the gland swells, 
and overcomes the very feeble resistance offered by the 
sphincterof the prepuce; it releases itself, gradually unco- 

8 
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vering itself from the hood, in such a way that the edge of 
the preputial orifice now encircles without pressing the base 
of the gland behind the crown, and generally forms a flat- 
tened pad, in shape of a half-moon. 

When the child arrives at the age of puberty, especially 
if he is in the habit of sleeping with the gland uncovered, 
the nocturnal erections, which are nearly confined to this 
period of iife« allow the gland and the penis to assume their 
full development. In some children the preputial opening is 
too narrow to be able to be brought back behind the gland. 
In repose, the prepuce projects obviously beyond the gland» 
and forms a kind of pad. The penis elongates dunqg erec- 
tion, but the gland always remains covered. This is the 
fault of conformation which is named phimosis. 

When vicious children arrive at the age of puberty,they 
attempt to uncover their gland. They learn from one ano- 
ther to squeeze, at the time of urinating, the preputial ori- 
fice in such a way that the urine swells out the prepuce 
and cleans away, tlirough the same cause, the smegma col- 
lected round the gland. Little by little, this manoeuvre, re- 
peated several times a day, results in stretching the pre- 
puce and enlarging its opening, so that the child finishes by 
uncovering it in repose, and then later in erection. 

The child in this way renders itself a great service with- 
out knowing it, because the gland remaining covered in 
the state of repose, is uncovered during erection, usually 
in a complete manner, which gives all the advantages of 
circumcision without having its inconveniences. 

Phimosis is permanent (whether congenital or acquired 
by vicious practices) or temporary : in the second case,it is 
the consequence of an inflammatory alteration, and conse- 
quently curable at the same time as the morbid cause which 
produces it. 

In this chapter, I shall concern myself with permanent 
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phimosis, and more particularly with congeniul phi- 
mosis. 

It may appear under a great number of forms. And, since 
the preputial openmg is sufficient to allow the gland to 
pass through it in the state of flaccidityi almost to the im- 
perforation of the prepuce, phimosis may present all the 
degrees in the dimensions of that opening. It may settle 
on a penis more or less long, and cover a penis more or 
less projecting. 

Monography on Phimosis. Children are nearly 
always born, says J. L. Petit, with the opening of the 
prepuce too narrow for the gland to be entirely unco- 
vered. 

I have been able to verify experimentally on the chil- 
dren of every human race, that this remark is absolutely 
true. We must believe that the inconveniences and the 
maladies occasioned by phimosis have been always recog- 
nized, since the custom of circumcision exists every- 
where. If it was Abraham who invented it, he can boast 
of having rendered a valuable service to his posterity, and 
of two founders of the two religions, daughters of the 
Jewish religion, Mahomet, by adopting circumcision from 
the Israelites, displayed his foresight after another manner 
to St Paul, who rejected it from the Catholic religion, for 
until his time the Apostles and the .early believers were 
all circumcised. Our Lord was also, for the Church keeps 
the Festival of the Grcumcision, and his Holy prepuce 
exists, it is said, in some monastery which I do not re- 
member. 

However this may be, the early Greek, Latin, and Ara- 
bian physicians, Hippocrates, Celsus, Galen, Paul ofEgina, 
Albucasis, paid attention to phimosis and circumcision. 
Ambroise Pari, and the great physicians of the middle 
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ages, added their personal observations to the facts already 
known J . L. Petitwas the first to wriiea remarkable chapter 
on phimosis and its principal accidents. The surgeons and 
physicians of the middle of this century have not closely 
grasped the question, and have not appreciated the medical 
importance of congenital phimosis. Boyer, Velpeau, Blan- 
din, Sabattier, Dupuytren, and Langier hardly mention it, 
but from the point of view of the uncleanliness occasioned 
by the accumulation of the sebaceous matter, of the trou- 
ble in micturition, and of the pain which may result from 
coition. 

But the moderns have grasped the question more close- 
ly. Thus, Louis Henry » the propagator of hydropathy in 
France, has studied phimosis very closely, and recognized 
its evils, in his Traifi iherapeuttqve et clinique (THydrothi-' 
rapie. (Cesseler, Witeur, 1866.) There remain also a large 
member of monographies, among which we will point out 
the remarkable thesis of D' Berger (Sur des accidents peu 
connus de Thimosis conginitale, 1890. Paris, G. Standheit^ 
iditeur. 

Forms of Phixnosis. Phimosis presents different 
forms ; it exists : 

I** Through simply narrowness of the prepuce; 

2"* Through elongation; 

3** Through adherence of the prepuce to the gland ; 

4**^ Through shortness of the fraenum. 

i»*.The first form, narrowness of the preputial orifice, 
constitutes phimosis properly so called ; the prepuce is 
thin, as is also its border which is narrow besides. The 
narrowness of this border presents some differences, from 
a simple small hole scarcely giving passage to the probe, 
to an opening allowing a larger or smaller portion of the 
gland to be exposed. Sometimes the ghmd is completely 
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imprisoned, sometimes it may be drawn partly backwards, 
but wanting however the base of the gland. This latter 
case is the more frequent. The former, on the contrary, 
is happily very rare. Professor Pribat has only observed it 
twice in 150 phimoses operated on by him. 



2'*^ . Preputial elongation consists of a prolongation 
before the gland, in the form of a canal. It appears then 
like a piece joined on to the urethra.' Two types of it are 
noted, elongation with narrowness of the orifice, and elon- 
gation without narrowness. This second type is the more 
frequent, not to say the normal l^'pe, for in the immense 
majority, the prepuce, when the penis is in repose, forms 
a pad in front of the gland, more or less long. It is suffi- 
cient to glance at the statues of the great Greek sculp- 
tors.. 

3*^. This third form \s phimosis or symphisis of the an- 
cients, or false phimosis ofN61aton. It consists in adherence 
whether partial or complete of the gland to the prepuce, 
** infants have been known to come into the world with 
the prepuce stuck to the gland /*, says, Dionis. But this is 
a simple a^lutination of the two mucous membranes. To 
do away with it, it is sufficient, to follow the expression 
of J.-L. Petit, to ** separate the prepuce by drawing it, as 
if we were skinning an eel ". 

4**. Finally, as the fourth form, phimosis exists, because 
the froenum being short and inserting itself to the urethral 
meatus, there is an impossibility of uncovering the gland. 
This is the lateral phimosis of certain authors. 

Temporary or permanent phimosis. Con- 
genital phimosis is physiological in youth. But towards 
the age of 12 to 15, at puberty, we have seen that 
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the child by his manoeuvres finally releases himself from it. 
Unfortunately it also happens that, in spite of his efforts, 
the gland does not succeed in widening the preputial ori- 
fice, which remains close. Or yet again, at the same tittic 
as the penis is projected forward by the growth of the 
cavernous bodies, the prepuce continues to grow in too 
great a proportion, and the phimosis becomes permanent. 

Sei^ous Maladies proceeding from Con* 
genital Phimosis. If, in the majority of cases, phi- 
mosis only gives rise to simple inconveniences, in others 
it is the direct cause ^ maladies and symptoms of the 
greatest gravity. Some are peculiar to infancy, others to old 
age; a great number may occur at any age. 

They may be divided into three distinct categories. The 
first, entirely local, affect the genito-urinary functions and 
part of the organs which direct those functions : the penis, 
the testicles, the ejaculatory conduits, the prostate, and 
the bladder. 

The second act upon the encephalon through the me- 
dium of the organs and functidns of generation. 

The third, finally, are sympathetic, felt on the general 
innervation, and consequently on the entire system. 

Phenomena relative to the functions and 
organs of generation. Congenital phimosis, accor- 
ding to Fleury, may produce either an excitement or a 
depression of the genital senses. This is how he explains 
the first effect : 

'' Excitement of the Grenital Senses. Cove- 
red by the prepuce and lubricated by the sebaceous matter, 
withdrawn from contact with the air and from the friction 
of the garments, the sur&ceof the glands in subjects affect- 
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ed by congenital phimosis, is much finer, more mucous, 
more irritable, to a degree that when an operation for phi- 
mosis is performed, the patients usually feel for a fortnight 
a troublesome sensation, and even somewhat sharp pains, 
produced by contact with the air and the shirt, and these 
phenomena do not disappear until the mucous membrane 
has become, so to say, tanned. But, when the phimo- 
^ is only moderate, when the prepuce can pass naturally 
beyond the gland, it results from this that the exaggerated 
sensibility of the gland is increased and excited by contact 
with the air, by the fnction of the garments or of the 
sheets of the bed, or of that which it makes with the walls 
of the vagina during coition, and it is to this circumstance 
that we must attribute the immoderate venereal desires, 
the frequent diurnal erections, to which the individuals 
are subject, and which sometimes become a really morbid 
condition. Often too these phenomena result in a prurient 
sensation, tickling and titillating, which is felt in the gland 
or at the extremity of the prepuce to a more or less 
intense degree. I have seen several patients continually 
troubled by this sensation, which kept them almost con- 
stantly in a state of venereal desire and of semi-erection^ 
and it is by acting in this manner that moderate congeni- 
tal phimosis becomes a frequent cause of masturbation in 
children, and even in adults, as is proved by the following 
observation. 

Nocturnal poUutions.Generio exoitemeiit. 
Congenital Phimosis. Circumcision. Reco*' 
very.M. X..., aged 33, after masturbating himself greatly 
during his youth, continued to indulge in this habit, in 
spite of a very active intercourse with women and frequent 
nocturnal poUurions. Unceasingly tormented night and 
day by erections, he had at first attributed them, for a 
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long time, to the vigour of his constitution and to a very 
pronounced sanguine temperament : but seeing that his 
desires were only increased instead of being allayed, he 
decided upon consulting me. I diagnosed that a congeni- 
tal phimosis was perhaps the origin of the phenomena. 

I proposed an operation, which was performed on 
April if^, 1844. A month after, the erections and immo- 
derate erotic desires had completely disappeared and 
M. X. .. had returned to the ordinary conditions of his 
age and constitution ". 

In this case, the excitement of the genital senses was 
the only phenomenon produced by the phimosis. In many 
other patients, phimosis, without exciting in the same 
degree the generative organ, has given rise to graver and 
more complex phenomena, which have only been remo- 
ved by circumcision. When the erections are too frequent 
they give rise to a continual irritation of the genito-uri- 
nary organs, and to voluntary or involuntary seminal 
losses, which result in giving rise to all the pathological 
phenomena which are the consequence of spermator- 
rhaea. 

Henry also quotes a case of well confirmed spermator- 
rhsea, of which we give a summary below . 

" Genital excitement; pollutions;, venereal excesses, 
grave accidents; — congenital phimosis; — circumcision; 
— recovery. M. D..., aged 25, of a robust constitution 
and sanguine temperament, had indulged in masturbation 
from the age 6f 12 till that of 18; at that period he con- 
tracted an intimacy with a young girl, and during three 
years he had very frequent sexual intercourse with her, 
but this, instead of appeasing his desires, semed on the 
contrary to excite them, and nearly continual erections 
took place by night and day. M. D. .., gave himself up to 
his habits of childhood. At the end of a year, that is to say 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



DEFECTS OF CONFORMATION OF THE MALE 131 

at the age of 22, the nocturnal erections became inces- 
santy accompanied by erotic dreams and followed by pol- 
lutions. M. D... attributing this to the vigour of his con- 
stitution, contracted several intinucies vnth women, and 
during six months he regularly had conneaion five or six 
times a day. But this regimen did not bring about the de- 
sired result, and during the nights which M. D... passed 
at his father's house, and consequently alone, the erections 
and seminal losses became even more frequent than 
before. 

Soon he began to feel pains in the lumbar region; his 
strength diminished, his digestion was out of order, and 
intellectual work became less easy and more fatiguing, 
and M. D... decided to consult a physician. In spite 
of a severe treatment, which lasted for 18 months, the 
patient was not cured. Cauterization, which was performed 
on two occasions by Lallemand, gave no better results. 
The complaint made rapid progress, and M. D... went 
anew to consult Henry, who perceived that the patient 
had a congenital phimosis, and circumcised him. ^^ Three 
weeks after, the erections and the seminal losses had enti- 
rely disappeared. M. D. . . had recovered all his health 
and a moderate intercourse with women was amply suffi- 
cient to satisfy his venereal desires " 

Depression of the genital Senses. When the 
phimosis is very pronounced^ when the prepuce comple- 
tely covers the gland, even, during erection, this defect of 
conformation gives rise to phenomena diametrically oppo- 
sed to those which we have just described, and far from 
exciting venereal desires, far from provoking erections, 
and rendering the subjects more inclined to intercourse 
with women, it produces a kind of very curious anaphro- 
disia. 
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The volume of the penJs and the testicles is usually very 
small in cases of this class , a circumstance which may be 
explained by the compression exercised by the prepuce, 
and the repose in which the organ continually remains : 
venereal desires are but slightly pronounced; erections 
are rare and incomplete ; venereal pleasure is almost nil, 
if it is not even replaced by a more or less violent pain, 
which sometimes, being produced by the friction against 
the prepuce, is felt during the whole duration of coition, 
and sometimes, being due to the obstacle in the way of 
the free and easy expulsion of the sperm, is manifested 
only at the moment of a tardy and incomplete ejaculation 
with but little energy, and is seated either at the extre- 
mity of the penis, or, as is more frequent, towards the 
perineum and the prostatic region. 

But independently of the painful sensations which 
accompany coition, the anaphrodisia is explained by the 
shape of the organ. In fact, the prepuce by constantly 
covering the gland, this portion of the penis is constantly 
withdrawn from the excitatory causes of erections and of 
venereal desires, and in particular from the contact of the 
air, from the friction of sheets, of linen, and above all of 
the vaginal walls ^ which explains why the venereal spasm 
is less intense, or absolutely nil. On the other side, the 
compression which the penis suflFers from the prepuce, to 
which we have attributed the slight development of that 
organ, must impede the afflux of the blood into the cavern- 
ous bodies, and consequently render erections more 
rare, more difficult, and less energetic, and the venereal 
desires less imperious; it results from this that in subjects 
who have a very pronounced congenital phimosis, erec- 
tions are not provoked as usually happens, by riding, by 
the jolting of a carriage, by the retention of fecal matter 
in the intestines, or of urine in the bladder. 
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Let us quote in support of what we have said, a very 
conclusive observation by Henry. 

** Anaphrodisia; — congenital phimosis; — circumcision; 
— cure;— M.N..., aged 35, ofarobust constitution and a 
nervous temperament, decidedly corpulent, practised coition 
for the first time at the age of 25, without having previous- 
ly indulged in masturbation. ** I have never, " he said, 
'* been troubled by erections, venereal desires, or erotit 
dreams ; the perusal of a few licentious books has not either 
had any effect upon me, and when I knew a woman, it was 
less to satisfy a want or a desire, than from curiosity and 
in order to perform the virile act : it seemed to me that I 
was not a man, and I wished to gain for myself that 
title *'; The effect produced by the sexual relation was far 
from agreeable; the erection was slow, and with but little 
energy; the friction against the walls of the vagina gave 
rise to painful twinges of the prepuce : there was no 
pleasure, and the ejaculation was incomplete and accom- 
panied by ik sharp pain at the perineum. Dissatisfied with 

thb trial, M. N did not repeat it until the end of 

several months^ and without any greater success; during 
nine years he had but very rare sexual relations^ to 
which he was led not by his desires, but by the influence 
of his companions, or by the thought that things might 
be changed; this however was not the case. When he "was 
34, M. N.... . met with a young woman of remarkable 
intellect, and very amiable character, and formed with her 
a continuous connexion, imagining that under these c<:)n- 
ditions he would find more satisfaction than in casual 
and infrequent sexual relations with prostitutes. At the 
end of a year, the state of things being always the same, 
M. N... asked himself if it was not a pathological con- 
dition, or an organically faulty disposition, which made 
him so different to other men, and so little sensible to 
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what, by a derisive metaphor in his opinion, are termed 

the pleasures of lave. M. N came to consult me on 

Feb. 10*** , 1840: I ascertained the existence of a decided 
congenital phimosis; I proposed an operation, which 1 
performed on Feb. 19, with the assistance of my lament- 
ed friend, Marchessaux, one of the most eminent physi- 
cians of Havre. 

Three months after, M. N. . had undergone a com- 
plete transformation . The expression which for years had 
seemed to him but a derisive metaphor, seemed to him 
now but a too-feeble expression of the truth, and he was 
disposed to make an ample reparation for lost time ". 

Different lesions of the genito-urinary 
functions and organs. Independently of the phe- 
nomena which we have just indicated, and which are 
connected with the genital senses, phimosis often gives 
rise to symptoms more or less serious on the part of the 
urinary organs. The compression applied to the penis, 
the pains which accompany erection and ejaculation, the 
obstacle opposed to the expulsion of the sperm, provoke 
and maintain an excitement which is translated into 
chronic urethritis, obstructions of the prostate, irritation 
of the ejaculatory conduits, and form a total of grave 
symptoms for the subjects. 

Henry cites in an observation a case of chronic blenno- 
rhagia, which gave rise to serious symptoms, and notably 
to strictures oi the urethra, in a patient who suflFered from 
congenital phimosis, after an energetic coition effected on a 
young virgin aged 16, and which was only cured after cir 
cumcision. 

In certain patients, the influence of congenital phimosis 
affects equally the urinary apparatus, and causes dysury 
and vesical tension more or less painful. This was the case 
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with a patient of Henry : he had a small penis, and suffer- 
ed from a complete congenital phimosis, with a small 
preputial opening, and a fraenum so shon that in erection it 
bent the penis, drawing the gland down and backwards. 



Calculi of the Prepuce. But the evils of phimo- 
sis are not limited to this. The cavity of the prepuce may 
become the seat of lithic concretions formed by the salts 
of the urine. It may also contain genuine calculi, develop- 
ed on the spot, or arising completely formed from the 
urinary organs : about thirty cases have been observed in 
France by different physicians. 

The perusal of these different observations shows that 
the preputial calculi vary in size from that of a grain of 
millet to that of a heir's egg, and in weight from a grain 
of sand to 225 grammes. 

Accuxnulatlon of the sebaceous xnatter. 

The retention of the sebaceous matter secreted by Tyson's 
glands is a cause of the prurience and irriution which 
leads children and young persons to masturbation. 

In the case, says Civiale, where the opening of the pre- 
puce is so narrow that it allows only a vQvy small probe to 
pass, it happens sometimes that the sebaceous matter be- 
comes abundant and solid enough to obstruct the urethra, 
impede the excretion of the urine, and render the upper 
portion of the canal so sensitive that the subject could not 
endure the passage of even the smallest instruments. I have 
met with two cases of this kind : in one, the tumour form- 
ed by the gland and the sebaceous matter gave rise to a 
belief in the existence of a cancer, the more so as the pa- 
tient felt acute pain from it. Fano observed in 1867 a se- 
baceous sub-preputial cystis oi the size of an almond in a 
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child three years old, who suffered from congenital phi- 
mosis ^ 

Balano-posihltis. By hindering attention to clean- 
liness, phimosis is a preponderant cause of balano-posthitis 
in children and adults, which has som'etimes been seen to 
assume a gangrenous form. '' In a case of very close con- 
genital phimosis '\ says Duplay, *' the smell m generis of 
gangrene allows me to establish the diagnosis before any 
incision of the prepuce " . 

Often this balano-ppsthitis degenerates into sphacelus 
of the prepuce and of the penis, if the subject has contracted 
a serious illness. But frequently ako the balanitis terminates 
rather by the formation of glando -preputial adherences, 
which impede, or even prevent, the function of the virile 
member. These adherences are formed in different degrees 
by simple agglutination, or by fusion of the two mucous 
leaves. *' One would say that the two mucous membranes 
were stuck together with strong glue •*, says Ricord. 

Eczema of the gland. By the want of cleanliness 
which it entails, phimosis favours the development of 
eczema of the gland. ' 

Elephantiasis of the Prepuce. Berger does not 
think (contrary to Voillemier), ** that phimosis is capable 
of producing elephantiasis of the prepuce, but he thinks 
that it is only capable, through the chronic irritation which 
it entails, and the repeated balanites of which it is the cause, 
of producing in the tissues of the prepuce, and even of the 
sheath of the penis, either an induration in certain cases> 
or a hypertrophy of the penis, a variable relaxation which 
presents some of the characteristics of elephantiasis ". 

Luntem quotes two instances, reported by Moulihier, in 
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a child aged 12, ^nd a man aged 37, and a third case, a 
remarkable one observed by Jobert de Lamballe in a child 
aged 13, whose penis had thickened, had become hard and 
cartilaginous, and had the gland atrophied. 

Atrophy of the Penis. Henry, in speaking of the 
genital sense, had already pointed out the atrophy of the 
penis consequent on congenital phimosis. Other observa- 
tions have come to confirm his. ^^ I performed an opera- 
tion for phimosis '^says Richerand>^^ on a child aged 10. 
The penis and the gland were remarkable for their exiguity. 
In less than a month they tripled their dimensions, when 
the excised prepuce carried no longer the obstacle to their 
growth ". 

*' In a case observed by JuUien, the h)rpertrophy of the 
mucoso-<utaneous folds prevented any estimation of the 
size of the gland. When circumcision was performed, the 
latter organ, flattened and deformed, appeared hardly the 
size of the little finger ". 

There is ground for belief also, that in a great number of 
Lallemand^s observations, the exiguity of the penis resul- 
ted from the existence of congenital phimosis. 

Siredey observed a young man aflTected with Addison's 
disease, whose penis was like that of a child of 4 years old; 
five centimetres in length, includmg the prepuce which 
was much hypertrophied. The scrotum was small, flaccid, 
and empty. 

Delaney, an American army-surgeon, has observed i2 
soldiers with congenital phimosis, who were affected with 
atrophy of the penis and testicles. 

According to our observations, which have extended over 
a large number of subjects, I believe I have found that, ge^ 
nerally speaking, those who had an atrophy or a marked 
exiguity of the penis^ have a complete phimosis, and did 
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not uncover the member. But \dien the subjea was able 
to make the gland protrude, and if in addition he became a 
masturbator, the gland was able to attain dimensions even 
above the average. 

Cancer of the Penis. Finally it is known, smce 
the observations of Hug and Roux, that congenital (or 
accidental) phimosis is a condition very favourable, if not 
{or the production, at all events for the development of 
cancer of the penis. In 46 cases of amputation of the penis 
owing to cancer, phimosis has been found in 35 instances. 
According to Demarquay, phimosis would exist in a pro- 
portion of 70 0/0, since in 59 cases of cancer he has notic- 
ed phimosis 42 times, Travers says that he has never 
observed cancer of the penis in a Jew. 

Difficulties of micturition. Micturition is ren- 
dered difficult by phimosis.. ** When the preputial orifice 
is narrower than the urinary meatus, " saysTillaux, '' mic- 
turition is in a manner eflfected twice; a portion of the urine 
accumulates in the preputial cavity, and then trickles out 
without any force ". *' I have seen children, " says Guille- 
main,** with the penis deformed in such a way that when 
it stiffened, the gland was distorted and bent downwards, 
so that they were notable to make water in a straight line. 
This defect results from the fraenum being too short. " 

By reason of the obstacle occasioned to micturition by 
the preputial narrowness, there results sometimes, as 
the real strictures of the canal , a dilatation of the 
urethra and even of the kidneys. Reliquite quotes several 
cases. 

Whtnthe phimosis is complicated by even slight balano- • 
posthitis, the inflammation may reach the meatus, the 
urethra, and produce a genuine stricture of the canal. Jo- 
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berc de Lamballe observed, in 1855, a case of this kind. 
The phlegmasy may also reach the bladder, which being 
the more induced to contraction as it encounters obstruc- 
tions to the emission of the urine, becomes chronically 
inflamed, and takes the shape of a columnar bladder. 
Thence arise the curious phenomena of dysury presented 
by youthful subjects . 

*• I haveseen ",saysDelechamps, " in a young child aged 
6, a natural astriction^ the hole of the prepuce being so small 
that the gland was not able to uncover itself except when 
making water; it felt very great pain, and almost convul- 
sion, with blackness and lividity of the end of the penis, 
prolonged efforts to pass the urine, and was cured by 
circumcision ''.And Guilleman: '*Ihave observed in some 
young children that when making water the end of the 
penis became quite livid, and that they felt great pain 
from it." 

The urine, by dint of flowing back through the urethra, 
,may dilate the cavities of the kidneys, causing them to be- 
come inflamed, and the patient may die of nephritis. 

In the adolescent and the adult there may be prostatic 
obstruaion, and some observations of so-called seminal 
losses, reported by Lallemand, may probably be attributed 
to inflammation of the prostate. 

Difficulty caused to Coition. The prepuce 
restrains the gland during erection, the same as the short- 
ness of the fraenum causes the penis to assume a slightly 
bent shape. ** Some have the ligament of the penis very 
short, so that during its erection, it is not straight, but 
crooked '\ (Ambroise Pari.) There is difficulty and pain 
.during coition, and according to Henry, who has been 
quoted above, the ejaculation is accompanied with a sharp 
pain at the perineum. The subject is liable to the fraenum 

9 
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being torn^ and to the preputial orifice being frayed, and 
this being repeated may become the starting point of scle- 
rosis of the prepuce, in the same way as balanites. 

What is the real influence on Greneration? 

It is certain that the untoward fact ot phimosis causing a 
difficulty to coition, must also cause a difficulty to gene- 
ration, without being the absolute grounds of sterility. 
Numerous observations confirm the fact that diflFerent hus- 
bands, who have been sterile for years, have been able to 
prpcreate immediately after being circumcised. 

According to the surgeon Louis, King Louis XVI was 
unable to fecundate the couch of Qpeen Marie-Antoinette 
before he was operated on for sub-phimosis. 

In ancient time, the philosopher Plato of Alexandria 
remarked the greater fecundity of circumcised peoples. 

Phimosis favours venereal infection. We 

find also in the ancient authors (Fabrice d'Aquapendente, 
Keister, Sydenham) that congenital phimosis fiicilitates 
venereal infection of every kind. 

*' They who have no prepuce, '* says Sydenham, " rarely 
have chancres on the gland, but gonorrhea only. The gland 
being exposed to the air, and to the frequent friction oi 
the linen, becomes hardened, and by this means does not 
easily receive the vitus ".AndChassaignac: '* The disten- 
sion which the gland tends to produce from within and 
without of the preputial orifice, gives rise to small fissures, 
which become so many ways for the inoculation of the 
virus of the chancre. Therefore it is to be remarked that 
individuals afiected with phimosis and chancres, usually 
display the latter on the very edge of the preputial orifice '\ 

According to Mareschal, out of 100 syphilitic patients, 
80 owe it to chancres on the prepuce. And Noguis, during 
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a residence of 5 years in Algeria, has remarked that chan* 
cres of the gland are rare among the Arabs, who are cir- 
cumcised when seven years old. 

Hutchinson has also found out by statistics that S3rphili$ 
is much less frequent among the Jews than among nations 
of other religions. He believes that circumcision is the 
cause of this relative immunity. 

This is positively our opinion, and what we have proved 
in Senegal and in the Soudan. 

Rohart says, ** that he had as house-surgeon of the pro- 
vincial hospitals, a subject who had a long prepuce, but not 
contracted, and that he was unable to perform coition 
without seeing some vesicles of herpes appear the next 
day on the mucous membrane. He did not always escape 
balanitis. " 

When venereal infection exists, congenital phimosis 
occasions complications to the principal malady. Rollet, not 
without reason, has compared urethral chancres and sub- 
preputial chancres from the point of view of their hidden 
situation and of the difficulty of diagnosis and treatment. 

Congenital phimosis aggravates the intensity and pro* 
longs the duration of urethritis and blenorrhaea. According 
to Fleury, we must attribute most frequently to this dis- 
position of the prepuce the obstinate persistency of drops, 
which some subjects are unable completely to get rid of. 

Hernias and hydroceles. Finally, D^ Berger, 
whose thesis has been of the greatest assistance to us in 
the preceding remarks, has pointed out, to the charge of 
phimosis, two other little-known complications, namely 
hernia and hydrocele. He devotes a special chapter to 
their study, and quotes the opinion of numerous English, 
American, and German physicians. According to them, in 
452 hernias in infants and aduhs,there were 208 hernias; 
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in his own observations on 26 ot cases of hernia, he has 
noted 9 times phimosis alone, once phimosis with oedema 
of the scrotum, 5 times v/iih hydrocele, and 10 times 
phimosis complicated with hernia. 

These diflferent statistics show beyond doubt that her- 
nias depend very much on phimosis. Berger gives an 
explanation of it which appears to us to be correct when 
he attributes the merit of the first observation on hydro- 
celes complicating phimosis to Jarvagay, who had pointed 
out this dependance to Henry. Each time circumcision 
was performed, the hydrocele disappeared. 

Schmidt has found 3 small patients affected with simple 
hydrocele, while he has seen 18 cases of hydrocele with 
phimosis. 

Karewski, in 17 cases of phimosis, has found simple phi- 
mosis five times, five with hernia, and seven with hydrocele. 

Wetteshofer (1887) finds an equal number of hernias 
and of hydroceles associated with phimosis. 

Berger points out 5 cases of hydrocele with phimosis 
against 10 cases of hernia, and i case of hydrocele and her- 
nia at the same time with phimosis. He gives the reason of 
it. ** If the inflammation proceeding from the extremity of 
the gland by spreading to the neighbouring parts can lead 
to an effusion of serosity in the vaginal cavity (Jarjavay, 
Karewski), we believe that in order to explain the hydrocele, 
it is necessary above all to take account of the abnormal 
phenomena which are observed in children affected with 
dysury and retention of the urine. The frequent cries, 
the repeated efforts, the contractions of the abdominal 
muscles and of the muscles of the diaphragm, push the in- 
testinal mass against the spermatic vessels, which may 
thus become compressed against the internal orifice of the 
inguinal canal. Thence, in our opinion, is produced an 
effusion, generally inconsiderable, in the testicular. " 
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*' It is a remarkable fact, '* says Karewski, *^ in the coin- 
cidence of hydrocele with phimosis, that the operation 
tor phimosis brings about after a very short time, about 
three weeks, the absorption of the hydrocele, '' 

Reflex ssrmptoxns and general nervous 
troubles. Henry is the first to make known the curious 
facts which he had observed, since 1840, in 97 subjects 
affected with congenital phimosis. 

He performed circumcision in every case, and in 86 he 
thus dispelled the different morbid phenomena which he 
had observed. 

Henry's observations were made on adults. It is in chil- 
dren principally that congenital phimosis is capable of 
occasioning the most serious and most varied reflex 
troubles; the observations of American doctors in parti- 
cular have elucidated this important question. 

Serious troubles of the genito-urinary 
organs. We have pointed out the local troubles of the 
genito-urinary organs. They may become very serious. 
Briant has observed that a simple phimosis may occasion 
haematuria, and produce retention of urine as well as 
priapism. 

Other surgeons have discovered that it may produce a 
painful contraction of the neck of the urethra, and a spasm 
of the urethra, leading to retention. At other times, there 
is on the contrary, especially among children, inconti- 
nence of urine. We have observed that the excessive sen- 
sibility of the glando-preputial mucous is favourable to 
precocious masturbation, to priapism, and to venereal de- 
sires. According to Henry, with the excitement of the geni- 
tal sense sometimes there coincide congestions of the face 
and palpitations. According to Civiale, the excitement due 
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to the prepuce reacts on the ejaculatory canals, the semi- 
nal vesicles and the secretory organs of the sperm, and 
provokes a secretion more abundant than in the normal 
state. From this results the relative frequency of diurnal, 
but especially of nocturnal, pollutions in adolescents and 
adults afflicted with phimosis. 

Berger quotes in a thesis, 6 observations relative to the 
preceding. 

Various disorders of the Intellectual 
faculties. In addition to the number of general reflex 
disorders which the irritation due to phimosis may pro- 
duce, Henry has pointed out very varied disorders on the 
part of the intellectual faculties, notably an inability to 
work, and fatigue at the least application of mind. Similar 
disorders have been observed in children; they become 
idle and inattentive at school, and lose their memory. The 
character becomes strange, capriciouSf and in extreme 
cases, melancholy. The Swiss Professor, Reverden, points 
out a case of this class in a youth aged i8, who fired a 
pistol at his head, and who when he was once cured and 
his phimosis operated on, completely changed his cha- 
racter. 

Disorders of the general Health. In the 

young child, phimosis, by keeping up an habitual state of 
irritation, may prevent nutrition and the development 
of the child in extreme youth. One of the chief characteris- 
tics of preputial irritation is to create in the boy a ner- 
vous condition (Biare) which may be manifested in every 
shape, firom simple irritability to convulsions, from agita- 
tion which continues during the night and induces insom- 
nia (Henry, Park, Magruder, Picard, Blanks, Freeland, 
Warner) to chorea (Hickford, Chapman). 
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The convulsions so frequent in early infancy, and which 
at dentition are often ascribed to worms, ought to be 
ascribed in the majority of cases (Hett, Henry, Stewart, 
Buscy) to the genital irritation caused by phimosis. 

Certain forms of epilepsy appear to proceed from the 
preputial irritation, which is proved by the cures effected 
through circumcision (Sinkler, Growers). 

Sayre, having remarked that the majority of the idiot 
children at Randall's Island Asylum had phimosis at the 
same time, operated on a certain number, and among them 
several derived evident benefit from the operation . 

In Berger, we find 14 observations relating to the above. 
The most interesting is that of a Professor, pointing out 
convulsions of an epileptic nature^ in the case of child aged 
5 years, who had commenced to masturbate himself when 
about nine months old, and who was cured of hb mastur- 
bation and crises by circumcision. 

Sayre has cases of reflex paralysis due to phimosis. 
According to Brown-Siquard, these paralyses result from 
the chronic irritation of the genito-urinary organs, with 
consecutive contractions of the vessels of the heart and 
atrophy of the corresponding regions. And according to 
Gull, they proceed from the spreading of the irritation in 
the urinary channels to the spinal marrow. 

Moreover, muscular contractions and troubles affecting 
the coxo-femoral articulation have been remarked, pro- 
ducing the same symptoms as coxalgia. There would even 
be a very close relation between coxalgia and phimosis 
(Baerville). 

Kelley asserts that his very wide experience of coxalgia 
permits him to affirm that children affected with coxalgia 
almost invariably have phimosis. 

A. Riverdin, who has remarked the great tendency 
which children have to urinate when their coxo-femoral 



Digitizedby VjOOQIC 



136 THE ETHNOLOGY OF THE SIXTH SENSE 

articulation is examined, considers that there must be a 
certain dependance between these diflferent organs, the 
bladder, the prepuce and the coxo- femoral articulation, 
since in operating 6n the one there is a reaction on the 
others. 

It is credible that a pathological relation exists between 
phimosis and coxo-femoral troubles, since it is enough to 
suppress the causes of irritation to observe the disappea- 
rance of the s)'mptoms of pseudo-coxalgia. 

(Thompson, Magaudes, Reverdin.) 

We find, in Berger, 27 observations relating to cases of 
paralysis and coxalgia. As regards the vision, Sayre, Ray, 
Chapman and Reverdin have pointed out in addition, 
strabism, amaurosis, and amblyopia. And as regards the 
apparatus of digestion, Saunders has noticed the appear- 
ance of gastric crises which can only be ascribed to phi- 
mosis. Henry had already observed gastralgia in an adult, 
produced in the same conditions. Obstinate diarrhaea and 
constipation have also been noticed, which could only be 
definitely cured by amputation of the prepuce. 

American physicians have detailed several cases of 
sugary diabetes, resulting as a reflex phenomenon of 
phimosis (Maxwell). Park says that he has seen a case of 
persistent glycosuria in a young man who had congenital 
phimosis. 

B6ard, among 84 adults who displayed different neu- 
rasthenic symptoms, found in 31, more than a third, 
either phimosis only, or a long and adherent prepuce. The 
principal symptoms observed had especial relation to sen- 
sitory troubles, such as general or local prurigo, painful 
joints, etc. 

Berger's observations, 41 to 52, confirm that which has 
been detailed above. 
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Opinion of an American physician on 
Phimosis. The knowledge of all these complications 
and general disorders is so general in America at the pre* 
sent day, that it is the rule with surgeons when a child is 
brought to them for nervous troubles, and for ill-defined 
symptoms, to devote their first examination to the con- 
dition ot the genital organs, and to the prepuce in parti- 
cular. '* When mothers bring me male children, " says 
Freeland, *^ with the presence ot worms previously diagno- 
sed, I immediately examine the prepuce, and, only after 
satisfying myself of no anomaly in that organ, do I direct 
my attention to the intestinal irritation. " 

^^ Amidst all these facts concerning glando-preputial 
irritation, which thoroughly justify the expression of 
" unfortunate organ ", which Ricord employs to desi- 
gnate the prepuce, there is one which appears to us to 
be of the highest importance. -*- the nervous condition 
gradually and at length created by congenital phimosis. 
The simple defect ot conformation which constitutes phi- 
mosis, demands the attention of physicians, and the watch- 
fulness of parents. Attention to cleanliness is too much 
neglected in infancy, Civiale says. Now, in the majority 
of cases, attention to cleanliness, in a few, enlargement ; 
and in extreme cases, circumcision, would protect the 
child trom any reflex accident ". 

Our opinion is the same. 

VI. Paraphimosis.Paraphimosis is the opposite to 
phimosis, and is generally the consequence of it, although 
it may result, in exceptional cases, from subjects having 
their gland habitually uncovered. Paraphimosis is espe- 
cially frequent in children, who through vice or curiosity, 
have forcibly slipped the prepuce to the base of the gland. 
CuUerier says that he has operated for paraphimosis on 
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men with a narrow prepucewho endeavoured to keep their 
prepuce behind the gland, believing that they would be 
less liable to contract a venereal complaint by keeping die 
gland uncovered. 

In the majority of cases, what occurs is the following; 
an individu^ affected with accidental, or even congenital 
phiniosis, draws back the prepuce either to proceed to a 
necessary examination, or to perform an ordinary washing 
for pui^oses of cleanliness or for a medical reason. Some- 
times again, from a feeling of curiosity or through a lasci- 
vious sentiment. Then, if the prepuce is ahready in that 
state of semiturgescence which often accompanies lesions 
and even examinations performed upon the organ, it hap- 
pens that the free edge of the prepuce, which already has 
only been brought with difficulty behind the gland, and 
which is dilatable only to a slight extent, constricts the 
base of the gland, which naturally increases in size in 
proportion as the turgescence of the extremity of the penis 
grows. 

When the congestion has lasted for a certain time, in- 
flammatory phenomena are produced : the penis is stretch- 
ed, the gland is of a purple-red; micturition is performed 
with difficulty and not without pain. 

Later on a plastic exudation may occur, capable of lead- 
ing to adherences among the inflamed folds of the pre- 
puce; and finally gangrenous symptoms may be manifes- 
ted, sometimes confined to the compressed fold of the 
prepuce, but occasionally extending to the gland also. 
Cases, in fiict, have been observed (Ricord) in which the 
gland has been completely separated from the penis by 
the effect ot gangrene resulting from paraphimosis. Hap- 
pily these cases are rather rare, and hardly occur except 
when there is a very violent inflammatory condition pro- 
ceeding from venereal diseases. 
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When paraphimosis supervenes apart from any other 
affection, the case is less grave, and the reduction is more 
easily obtained. The following case, reported by Dcmar- 
quay, according to facts supplied by Bourgeois, may be 
considered as typical. 

** A young man aged 24, residing in the country, came 
with his parents, his wife^ and his wife's parents, to con- 
sult D' Bourgeois on a paraphimosis which had *been in 
existence three days and was produced on the night of 
his wedding. As the parents of the young man attributed 
their son's accident to a venereal complaint with which 
the young woman had been affected, the physician pro- 
ceeded to examine the supposed guilty party, and ascer- 
tained only that the orifice of the vagina was to a great 
extent obstructed by a very unyielding membranous por- 
tion, which stretched in a segment into the posterior 
and slightly lateral right portion of that conduit. It was 
easy to feel that this appendix had been expanded by vio- 
lent efforts, for it yielded to the pressure of the finger, 
and when pushed by it was removed to a certain depth. 
Then, while endeavouring to overcome the resistance 
which it opposed, the finger slipped into a very narrow 
opening, the edges of which were irregular. 

** The paraphimosis therefore resulted from this natural 
disposition on the part of the young woman, and to a 
natural phimosis which her husband had. 

** The patient, although he suffered greatly, tor the penis 
was considerably swollen, and the urine flowed only drop 
by drop, was unwilling to submit to any surgical Opera- 
tion : he only consented to allow twenty leeches to be 
applied on the penis and the perineum. After a few days 
the outflow was such that the paraphimosis was operated 
on without diflSculty (i) ". 

(i) Demarquay, Maladies chirurgicaJes de Taris, 
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When the paraphimosis is of recent date, the reduction 
should be attempted by the ordinary manoeuvres recom- 
mended in such an emergency. The gland and prepuce 
are first coated with a greasy substance; then, covering 
the body of the penis with a compress, the organ is grasp- 
ed in the middle of the hand by its mesial portion, and 
drawn towards one while forcing the sheath of the penis to 
slip ovef the cavernous bodies, while with the other hand 
the gland and the preputial pad are compressed in such a 
way as to reduce their size as much as possible. Refrige- 
rants, previously applied, will greatly contribute to the 
success of this small operation, if they are not even suffi- 
cient of themselves to produce relaxation and conse- 
quently reduction. Slow and methodical compression of 
the penis by bandages is an efficacious means of bringing 
about the same result. Finally, if the above means fail, or 
if the strangulation is so considerable as to cause a belief 
in the imminent sphacelus of the organ, there must be no 
hesitation in removing the constriction by incision on 
sevet:al points of the pad, after destroying the adherences, 
it any have already formed. 

This observation will be met with again in the chapter 
relating to the external causes of generic excitement. 
Happily the phimosis* although complete, had a large pre- 
putial opening. 
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CHAPTER IV 

DEFECTS OF CONFORMATION OF THE MALE COPULATIVE 
APPARATUS (CONTINUED) 

Defects of Conformation ot the Urethra. 

I. Absence of the urethra. 
II. Imperforation of the urethra. 

III. Imperforation of the meatus. 

IV. G^ngenital stricture of the Urethra. 
V. Congenital stricture of the Meatus. 

VI. Congenital enlargement of the Urethra. 

VII. Double Urethras. 

VIII. Hypospadia. — Kinds of Hypospadia : balanic, perineal, 
scrotal hypospadia. — This delect of conformation incu- 
rable. 
IX. Epispadia. 

Forms of epispadia. — Complete epispadia. — Incomplete 
epispadia. — Functional disorders of epispadia. — May be 
cured by a surgical operation. 



Defects of Cox^ormation of the Urethra 

I. Absence of the Urethra. The Urethra is 
rarely wanting in man. Nevertheless instances of it are quot- 
ed, witness the case of Chopart, in which a subject, aged 
17, had never urinated by the penis, but by the anus. He 
had been affected with nearly continual diarrhaea. The 
bladder and urethra were absent; the ureters opened direc- 
dy into the rectum. 

There is no remedy tor such an infirmity. There can- 
not be a default of the urethra without there being also 
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an arrested development in the other parts of the genital 
apparatus. 

II. Imperforation of the Canal of the 
Urethra. This imperforation may be either total or 
partial. It was total in the case of Pugor^, when the ure- 
thra was wholly in the state of a filled fibrous cord. It is 
partial when it affects only one or several points of the 
canal, and when there is or is not, concomitant imperfo- 
ration of the meatus. In certain cases the occlusion is form- 
ed by a simple agglutination of the mucous membrane : 
the passage of a probe is then sufficient to establish the 
flow of the urine. At another time it is a matter of a 
mucous diaphragm, which may he destroyed. But the 
defect of conformation is nearly as incurable as total imper- 
foration, if it is a matter of a transformation of the canal 
into a fibrous cord. 

III. Imperforation of the Meatus. Sometimes 
the lips of the orifice are fastened together, and a fluted 
probe is sufficient to restore the orifice. Sometimes there 
is no orifice hole. In this latter case the hole is made. The 
small wound heals quickly, and of its own accord. In 
exceptional cases, the obUteration may be prolonged more 
or less towards the base of the gland. Without being fre- 
quent, this malformation is less rare than the preceding 
ones.. 

IV. Congenital Strictures of the Canal of 
the Urethra. They may be annular, as in the case of 
reported by Philipps of the patient treated by. Nilaton : 
the stricture was very narrow, and was situated at the 
extremity of the bulb : it was cured by urethrotomy. 
N^laton has observed another case of it, which was annu- 
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lar like the preceding one, and two besides which were 
cylindrical; the two latter occupied a great extent of the 
urethra between the bend and the gland, and they had con- 
verted this canal into a hard and narrow tube. 

V. Congenital stricture of the meatus. 

G>ngenital narrowness of the urinary meatus may not be 
very marked, and this abnormal disposition has no other 
result than to augment the force of the stream of urine, 
provided that the bladder and the vesical neck are healthy. 
But when it is necessary to introduce a probe into the 
canal, this defect prevents any manoeuvre, for the fibrous 
tissue of the meatus is retractile rather than extensible. In 
certain cases an enlargement of the canal superinduces, 
behind the meatus, a pocket, in which the urine remains. 
On a level with this, inflammations and ulcerations may 
be produced, just as behind every stricture. 

In place of a narrowness, properly so called, tliere 
sometimes occurs an obstruction by a bridle^ usually trans- 
versal and dividing the urethra into two secondary orifices, 
one above and the other below, and both giving passage 
to the urine. 3ometimes one only of the orifices is per- 
vious, the other ends in a cul-de-sac y the bridle then pre- 
senting the appearance of an absolute valvule. 

The bistoury alone can do justice to this defect of con- 
formation. The operation b very simple, and has no 
painful result. 

VI.GongenitalenlargementoltheUrethrai 

The Urethra may display at different points of its length 
congenital enlargements. They may be seated on a level 
with the gland, behind the urinary meatus. The stagna- 
tion of the urine, the presence of lithic deposits, and 
imperfect ejaculation, are consequences of this. 
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In a case reported by Guyon, the enlargement commen- 
ced two centimetres in front of the scrotum, and extended 
to the urinary meatus. 

In a case gf Hendrikez's, the pocket extended from the 
navicular fossa to beneath the pubic arch. 

At other times the enlargement is formed by the exag- 
geration of a normal condition, the cul-de-sac of the bulb. 

Finally there would be sometimes, according toLisfranc, 
a depression on a level with the prostate. 

VII. Double Urethra. The gland may display mul- 
tiple openings, and certain authors have concluded the exis- 
tence of two orifices. In the majority of cases it is a matter 
of an arrest of development, formed by a gap in the round 
surface of the walls of tlie urethra; this gap is seated at a 
point more or less near to the meatus, and the orifice may 
sometimes present the shape of a small canal. It is not 
therefore a matter of double urethras. In other cases the 
penis has been observed to be traversed by two canals, 
placed one above the other; one was the urethra, the other 
was only a cul-de^sac. In, one circumstance, Proveilleur 
observed a fact which he thought constituted an anomaly 
of the ejaculatory conduits, which instead of emptying into 
the urethra, were joined together in a single canal, opening 
on a level with the crown of the gland on the mesial 
line. 

VIII. Hsrpospadia. Hypospadia is a detect of con- 
formation^ characterised by the prevence of an abnormal, 
congenital opening, occupying the lower part of the 
urethra. 

This defect ot conformation is somewhat frequent. 
Rennes, a military surgeon, has met with it a dozen times 
in 3000 conscripts, say i in 300. In 10,000 observations, I 
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have met with it 29 times, which would be very much the 
same proportion. Hypospadia is often hereditary. 

Kinds of hsrpospadia. Three natural kinds of 
hypospadia are admitted. One, in which the urethra 
opens on a level with the navicular fosse, towards the 
base of the gland. Another in which it opens in the space 
included between the gland and the root of the purses; 
and the third in which the scrotum is pierced froni the 
front to the back, like a vulva : the urethra, which is 
wanting in the greatest part of its extent, then opens into 
the two lips of the division. 

2"* Balanic hypospadia is the most frequent. The abnor- 
mal orifice is situated at the base of tlie gland ; in a case 
mentioned by RipoU, it admitted only a pig's bristle: most 
frequently it displays a diameter about equal to that of the 
urethra. In front the canal is replaced by an gutter, open 
below, and formed by the navicular fosse deprived of its 
lower wall. Laterally, the mucous membrane which lines 
this gutter is continuous with that of the gland ; behind, it 
is continuous with the cutaneous tegument. In some a 
gutter does not exist, and the canal is continued to the 
front of the opening, but terminates in z cul'de-sacLzstiy, 
the canal has been observed to continue in front, and to 
open by a second aperture at the anterior extremity of 
the gland. The urine then nearly always passes out by the 
abnormal aperture, exceptionally by the two at the same 
time. 

The extremity of the penis displays a peculiar appear- 
ance ; the gland displays a pronounced incurvation, allow- 
ing an hypospadia to be recognized by that alone, with- 
out its being necessary even to lift up the penis (Lavrey), 
The fraenum is most frequently wanting. The prepuce 
presents a special appearance. '^ Instead of surrounding 

10 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



146 THE ETHNOLOGY OF THE SIXTH SENSE 

the gland, as it ordinarily does, this membrane is hollow- 
ed out at its lower portion as far as the seat of the 
accidental aperture of the urethra; whilst it is long and 
folded on its upper portion^it forms underneath the gland 
a kind of carneous napkin, cut square, which extends as 
ht as the obliterated extremity of the penis, and in a 
manner distorts it. The inferior hollow, lined by a mucous 
membrane, extends however further back in proportion as 
the aperture of the urethra more closely approaches the 
pubic symphysis "(R^^^^cs). 

Perineal hsrpospadia is seated at any interme- 
diate point between the base of the gland and the root of 
the purses. The orifice presents variable dimensions. It is 
nearly always single, but it may have two apertures situated 
at different aldtudes. In front of the abnormal orifice the 
canal consists of a gutter. But sometimes the canal is car- 
ried forward and opens on the urinary meatus. More fre- 
quently it is obliterated at some point or other of its 
course. The penis generally displays but slender dimen* 
sions, and the gland is more or less atrophied. 

In scrotal hypospadia^ the purses display a defect in the 
shape of a vulva. If the two symmetrical halves are parted 
from one another, a rosy, damp sur£ice is perceived, appa- 
rently mucous; it terminates in a cuUde^sac more or less 
deep. In this hole is formed the urethra. The penis is rudi- 
mentary , and presents more the appearance of a clitoris 
than that of a penis. The canal terminates sometimes at 
the base of the penis, andishollowed outinto a simple gut- 
ter; more rarely the canal is continued in front to afford a 
second orifice to the gland. Cryptorchidis frequently 
exists at the same time. 

Functional disorders of hypospadia. Mic- 
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turition is more difficult in proportion as the orifice is nar- 
row^ and is situated nearer to the root of the purses. In 
balanic hypospadia, however, if the penis is lifted and the 
teguments drawn backwards, the urine is passed in almost 
a normal manner. It is not the same in perineal hypospa- 
dia, the liquid flows vertically in the usual way and if the 
orifice is near the root of the purses, this fact constitutes 
a somewhat serious trouble. The inconvenience is still 
more serious when scrotal hypospadia is in question; be- 
sides » in the latter case, the contact of the urine produces 
a constant irritation of the region . 

The genital functions are hardly affected in balanic hy- 
pospadia; all that can be said is that the sperm is not pro- 
jected straight forward to the neck of the uterus, a fact 
which, it is true, constitutes a condition unfavourable to 
fecundation. The obstacle becomes the more serious the 
further the orifice is situated from the gland, for then it 
may happen that the sperm is not even deposited in the 
vaginal cavity, but only at the entrance. As for scrotal 
hypospadia it does not allow of coition, or normal fecunda- 
tion. 

Curability of Hsrpospadia. Scrotal hypospadia 
may be considered as absolutely incurable. Perineal hypos- 
padia is curable, but it does not cease from being the source 
of numerous disappointments. As to balanic hypospadia, it 
is also difHcultto cure; but the inconveniences of it, most 
generally, are not of a nature to necessitate a surgical inter- 
vention, the result of which besides would not pass away 
without being a more or less eventual quantity. 

Surgeons have discovered various methods of curing 
hypospadia. For our own part, we have not concerned our- 
selves with this work. 
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IX. Epispadia. Epispadia is a defect of conforma- 
tion, consisting of an aperture of the urethra on the upper 
surface of the penis. Considering that the fissure may be 
prolonged behind as far as the level of the neck of the 
bladder, that the pubic symphisis may not have effected 
its union, and that the separation of the cavernous bodies 
has been observed besides, some authors consider epispa- 
dia as one of the degrees of vesical atrophy. *^ In epispa- 
dia, as in complete atrophy, of which it is the least advan- 
ccddegree,thc cavernous bodiesand theischio-pubic branch- 
es are not united, and the urethra opens through its 
upper portion into the bottom of the cavernous gutter but 
the anterior wall of the abdomen and that of the bladder 
are in existence, only this latter forms, between the sepa- 
ration of the two walls, a hernia more or less marked. 
Between these two degrees all the intermediary ones are 
met with ". Richet adopts these ideas, and Ricord defines 
•epispadia as ** a fissure of the cavernous bodies ". On the 
other hand, Guyon, Dolbeau, and Voilmier only see in it, 
** a defect of conformation, consisting of a longitudinal 
division, more or less extended, of the upper wall of the 
urethra ". 

Epispadia is a defect of conformation infinitely more rare 
than hypospadia. Marchalde Calvi has been able to observe 
300 cases of hypospadia, and has only met with tuM) of 
epispadia. 

Forxns of Epispadia. Epispadia is said to be com- 
plete if the fissure occupies the whole portion of the penial 
length of the urethra. 

In complete epispadia, the urethra does not appear in 
the form of a canal till in front of the pubis. Its anterior 
or external orifice is found at this point. It is continued 
beyond by a groove going along the dorsal surface of the 
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penis to its anterior extremity. This gutter is lined with a 
mucous membrane; the latter displays the characteristics 
of the urethral mucous; it is continued laterally with the 
teguments, and in front with the fraenum. ' 

Epispadia is said to be incomplete if it lies only on a 
ponionof the penial length of the urethra. If the aperture 
is on the dorsal surface of the gland, the epispadia is said 
to balanic.lt is denominzttd spongio-balanic if it encroaches 
on a more or less considerable part of the spongious por- 
tion of the canal. la front 6f the orifice, the urethra is con- 
tinued in the shape of a groove. 

Functional disorders. When the defect of con- 
formation consists in a simple orifice, and when the latter 
is situated in front, the emission of the urine is less incon- 
venienced than in hypospadia. This liquid may, in fact,be 
projected straight in front. It is not the same in the case of 
a fissure extended towards the pubis; during micturation 
the parts are contaminated, and the repeated irritation to 
which they are subjected results in promoting a persistent 
erythema very troublesome to the patient. Incontimjtu of 
urine is also noticed in these latter cases. 

The genital functions are also compromised not only 
from a view af fecundation, but also of coition itself. 

N^laton and Duplay have cured epispadias by a very 
curious operation, too long to describe here. 
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CHAPTER Vn 

ANOMALIES AND SINGULARITIES OF THE MALE COPULATIVE 
APPARATUS. 



Gland with multiplied orifices. — Gland with a horn. — A repeat- 
ing horn. — Ossification of the penis. 



The anomalies and singularities. of the male copulative 
apparatus appear to us to deserve a special chapter. We 
will not enter here into the detail of the different diseases 
so varied in their nature, which render the lives of cer- 
tain men so miserable, but with the reader's permission 
we will say a few words on certain cases which appear to 
us to be of an interesting nature. 

Gland with multiplied orifices. According 
to Demarquay the appearance of the double aperture de- 
pends on curious anomalies of the meatus, Thus, in cer- 
tain subjects, the conformation of the orifice of the gland 
is very singular. At its upper part it has but one simple 
hole, but below this hole it is surmounted by two edges 
behind and drawn apart in front, which seem to belong to 
a hole distinct from the first and more superficial. Malgai- 
gne as given to this singular hole of the anterior urethral 
orifice, the name of the meatus with four lips. 

At its first degree, the meatus with four lips is formed 
by two holes, of which the anterior is extremely close to 
the other, and keeps its ordinary caliber. In proportion as 
the edges of the exterior hole are distant, the mesial hol^ 
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appears to ascend towards the upper portion of the gland. 
At a higher degree, the two holes are distinct, but only one 
of them is perforated; the other, and this is generally the 
upper one, exists merely on the surface. Finally, at the 
highest degree, there is an interval of 2 to 6 millimetres 
and more between the two orifices; the upper hole forms 
the continuation of a canal which terminates in a cul-de- 
sac : the lower hole occupies the position of the framum of 
the penis, which is partly or totally wanting; this is the 
true orifice of the urethra. 

The large upper lacuna however may have an internal 
orifice, as an observation of Marchal de Calvi proves; the 
subject for a long time had urinated through the two ori- 
fices. The upper one, smaller and very short (2 centime- 
tres), gradually disappeared. 

The two orifices instead of being placed one above the 
other, may be more or less removed from the first ; a third 
even may be met with : Haller has published a case of this 
kind under the title : Tria ostia in unoglande. 

Vidal has observed a case in which three apertures 
existed. Two passed through the gland, and the third was 
at the very lowest part of the navicular fosse at the very 
base of the fraenum. The last was the largest. The two 
apertures of the gland were very narrow, and did not 
allow the urine to pass, except where it was forcibly pro- 
jected ; the sperm was able to traverse them. 

Gland vrith Horn. Several observations exist in 
medical science of genuine horns developed on the gland, 
which however is hardly their proper place. Caldoni has 
described and given a figure of a horn which « man bore 
on his gland ; Ebers has seen a similar case ; Breschet has 
amputated horny lamellae which rose from the gland of an 
old man. 
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In 1854, Caron displayed to the Anatomical Society a 
genuine horn which had been developed on the gland of 
a forester of St-Gerraain, 45 years of age; it was seated on 
the mucous membrane of the gland between the posterior 
border and the meatus, near the fraenum and on the left 
side . Its base, which adhered to the substance of the gland, 
occupied its whole height; its truncated top was dry, red- 
dish, and slightly cracked. The body, in length from 15 
to 1 8 millihifetres, was irregularly prismatic and triangu- 
lar; it was bent back on itself, so that the point looked 
back and downwards when the penis was in a state of 
flaccidity. The patient did not suffer from it in any way; 
only for some time coition had become imposisible both far 
him and for his wife, by reason of the pain which it pro- 
duced. 

This growth, which dated two years back was removed 
with scissors, and the patient was cured in four days, 

'' Obs. 61. A young man aged 22 was operated on for 
congenital phimosis in 1846. Three months afterwards 
vegetations occurred on the cicatrice of the incision; they 
were cut away, but they increased again at the end of two 
years. They were cut away again. Directly afterwards, a 
small tumour formed at the side of the cicatrice, on the 
left portion of the gland. It gradually increased in size. In 
a few months it was three inches and a quarter in length, 
measuring three quarters of an inch in diameter at its base, 
and terminating in a point. Brown and lamellated, it had 
the appearance of horn, the odour of which it diffused 
when the patient burnt its extremity (a proceeding which 
he often adopted for the amusement of his friends). It did 
not occasion him any pain and was only troublesome 
when he performed his functions. He was relieved of it; 
a portion of the gland being included in the excision. At 
the present time, four years after the operation, there is 
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no re-appearance of it/'. Demarquay {!Kaladies chirurgi- 
cales tie Pints). 

Demarquay and Cruveillier consider that this abnormal 
growth is analogous to that of hairs, and especially to that 
of the nails, and that it is an imperfect corneous tissue. 

A repeating horn. We give a still stranget case, 
after Victor Meunier (Ics Excentricitis physiologigues, Paris, 
E. Dentu, iditeur). 

** Three and a half centimfetres in leqgth, two cenu- 
mitres and a half broad at the point of amputation, hard 
as a ram's horn, its point twisted in* a spiral shape, 
and shed like a stag's antler : such is the nature of this 
excrescence. The man who displays it, is happily 
sixty nine years of age, a fact which diminishes the 
inconveniencies resulting from it. It appeared for the 
first time after a slight surgical operation, the only one 
which is inscribed in the Gregorian Calendar; fell off at 
the end of two years, and its structure, when examined 
under a microscope, revealed the fact that it was a case of 
corneouspapilloma; after that it was produced again. With- 
out entailing any privations, considering the subject's 
age, it is a source of serious inconvenience. As to its si- 
tuation, let us confine ourselves to remarking that it 
is in contradiction to the command of the Eternal to living 
creatures in general (Genesis, I^ 22) and to man (ibid., 
verse 28). 

Enough have I said 
In not saying its name. 

This is a case in which it might truly be called a repea- 
ting horn. " 

Demarquay quotes the case of a horn developing on a 
cancer, an observation of Jy Richoud-Dubrus. This horn 
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was three centimtoes in diameter and nearly six in height. 
The shape, the colour and the consistence of this growth 
were the same as those of an ordinary horn; if it was 
burnt, it diffused a very pronounced odour of burnt horn. 
The exterior lamina only of this horn was very hard, the 
others were more friable and porous. The patient, a pea- 
sant of Auvergne, declined to undergo an operation. 

The condition of dried or solidified mucus or pus leads 
by insensible degrees to corneous growths, and in this 
category we must class the fact of corneous growths, and 
of the nail developed on the gland, reported by M. Nel, 
in the case of an individual whose cancerous prepuce had 
been removed, and some portions of whose gland which 
were affected had been cauterized ; a hard, white, insen- 
sible hody rose from the matrix of the gland, and, in the 
space of ten months, increased in length and breadth, 
so as to be nearly equal in size to the gland, and at the 
same time acquired the hardness of a corneous sub^ 
stance. 

These horns on the gland have been observed in sub- 
jects belonging to different periods of life. They show 
themselves at the base of that organ, either in front or at 
the posterior surface, as in the observations collected by 
Caron. Sometimes the growth is single, and this case is 
the most frequent ; sometimes a certain number of cor- 
neous lamellae exist on the gland, as in a case which 
occurred under Demarquay's attendance. 

These excrescences appeared on the gland in four 
months in the shape of two small pimples, which per- 
sisted in spite of the employment of suitable powder and 
ointment. Soon the pimples were changed into append-- 
ages which increased in number and size. The corneous 
vegetations sometimes grow with a certain rapidity; some 
have been observed which in a few months have gained a 
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length of 7 to 8 centimtoes, and measured 2 to 2 1/2 cen- 
timitres at the base : they commonly end in a point, are 
brown and lamellated, display the appearance of horn, 
and difiiise an odour of it when their end is burnt. 
These strange growths occasion no pain to the unfor- 
tunate possessors, any more than a cuckold's horns, but 
less fortunate than the latter, they who are homed on the 
gland are unable to have connection, by reason of the 
pain which the appendage occasions. The pattern has 
only one resource, which is to have it amputated. Un- 
fortunately, to prevent their recurrence, it ia necessary to 
amputate together with them a portion of the gland, which 
is often dangerous. 

Ossification of the penis. The penis may 
become completely osseous; and so we find in the Epbi- 
mirides des Curieux de la Nature j that a butcher of Havre 
had a penis entirely osseous, and consequently always in 
erection, and of such rigidity that his wife felt the most 
violent pains during coition : how many impotent patients 
there are who would wish to have their genital parts form- 
ed after the fashion of the butcher ! 

However, most frequently the ossification is partial : 
thus Velpeau has seen a subject whose pubis sent out an 
osseous prolongation, 15 lines in length, on the left side of 
the penis; he would not undergo any operation. 

Mac Clellan has observed an ossification of die parti- 
tion of the cavernous bodies ; so much distortion existed 
that the emission of the urine could not take place- 
without much difficulty and excessive pains, aiid that 
coition had become completely impossible. 

** A man, aged fifty two, had the penis bent upwards, 
and on touching it the existence of a kind of hard stiflF 
cord was recognizable. The distortion was so great that 
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the emission ot urine could not take place without much 
difficulty and excessive pains, and that coition had become 
completely impossible. D' Clellan in the first place divi- 
ded the cord lately in question, which presented a liga- 
mentous appearance ; this division sufficed to considerably 
diminish the curvature, and rendered the emission of the 
urine very easy. But a few days after, the patient found 
himself again in the same state. D^^Qellan then discovered 
that the partition of the cavernous bodies was completely 
ossified, and displayed a narrow bone which reached 
the whole length of the penis; the latter organ, besides, 
possessed extreme excitabihty, and entered on erection at 
the slightest touch, during which it was concave in an 
upward direction. 

An incision was made along the whole length of the 
urethra, and the ossified mass was carefully dissected as 
far as the posterior part of the spongious portion of the 
urethra. The partition had become so hard that it gave 
a grating sound under the instrumient, and blunted the 
edge of it. During the course of this operation, intense 
hemorrhage was produced, which was readily stopped 
with cold water. The edges of the incision were brought 
together,and kept so by means of two sutures crossing one 
another; a light compress and a bandage kept the whole 
together. The curvature was thus dispelled; a slight in- 
clination was shown in the opposite direction (i) ". 

Another very remarkable case of ossification of the penis 
was shown to Demarquay, who however was unable to 
procure the observation upon it.AU that he knew was that 
the subject of this casewas an individual aged 50, and that 
the bone was 5 to 6 centimetres in length. 

(1) Nouveau journal des Sciences mddicdles. 
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CHAPTER VIII 
FOREIGN BODIES IN THE PENIS 



A. Foreign bodies of internal origin. 

Urinary calculi. Curious observations. 

Foreign bodies formed by the sebaceous matter. 

B. Foreign bodies introduced into the urethra. 

Remarkable examples of D' Pouillet. 

The shepherd's split penis. Galien and his masturbating stick. 
Interesting observations of Demarquay . A fork in the Urethra 
— Dangers which may result from the introduction of 
foreign bodies into the urethra. 

C. Striaure of the Penis by foreign bodies. 

Examples given by Pouillet. 

Penitis induced by a constrictory place round the penis. . 

Foreign Bodies in the Penis. The foreign bo- 
dies in the penis are sometimes produced by the organism 
of the subject, or they are formed by external causes. 

Among those of the first category we find, i" the ordi- 
nary calculi, 2^ the sebaceous matter : the first may be 
situated in the canal of the urethra, or in the cavity of 
the prepuce; the second occupy only the latter region. 

In the second category, we find the foreign bodies 
coming from without; they nearly always occupy the 
urethral cavity : they consist of needles, pins, pieces of 
wood or whalebone, fruit-stones, ends of probes, etc. At 
other times they occupy the body itself of the penis, 
whether they may be projectiles, or placed there by the 
subject himself. 
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Foreign bodies of internal origin. Uri- 
nary calculi. The urinary calculi may proceed from 
the bladder or the kidneys, where they are formed, or 
from the urethfa itself in which they mtay be developed. 
In this case, it is not unusual to meet with a cavity^ 
more or less deep, communicating with the canal, and 
serving as a reservoir for the accumulation of the salts 
which constitute the calculus. 

The latter may besides be situated at the perineal, bul- 
bous, membranous, or prostatic portion. 

Sometimes these calculi are formed on the spot : these 
xoncretions have been seen developing behind a coarcta- 
tion in a dilated point of the canal. But this is by far the 
most unusual case. 

Nearly always these foreign bodies are calculi formed 
in the kidneys or in the bladder : at a given moment, 
they hav« been carried away outside, and are stopped in 
their migration at a given point of the canal. The latter 
are divided into two very distinct kinds, especially when 
they are regarded as to the accidents which they may 
involve ; sometimes it is a calculus which has passed the 
neck of the bladder, sometimes it is the fragment of a 
calculus entangled in the urethra after the operation of 
lithotrity. In the first case the foreign body is rounded; 
it nearly always passes the canal without causing accident* 
At other times it is a simple agglomeration of grains of 
sand^ which the stream of urine soon dissolves and drives 
out. 

It is another matter, however, if it is a question of cal- 
culous fragments : their angular shape, while it facilitates 
the arrest of their passage, leads to accidents of variable 
nature and intensity. 

The membranous portion is the point where the cal- 
culi most frequently take up. their abode ; they do so 
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also in the r^on of the bulb, in the navicular fosse, and 
even in any point of the spongions portion which lies 
between the two preceding points. 

The calculus makes its ways under the impetus of the 
stream of urine which drives it forwards. If on the other 
hand it is stopped at a given moment, generally speak- 
ing it may be said that this depends on two classes of ^ 
conditions, i ^ the size of the calculus and its angular 
shape, 2 ~* regarding the urethra; a normally dilated or di- 
latable point, immediately followed by an immediately 
narrowed point; a pronounced sub-pubic curvature; a deep 
cul-de-sac of the bulb; a distended navicular fosse be- 
hind a narrow meatus; a pathologic stricture of the ure- 
thra; the irritation and swelling of the mucous mem- 
brane produced by the angular fragment, after a prema- 
ture expulsion of the concretion when not completely 
crushed. 

Volumes have been written and still may be written on 
the calculi of the urethra, and in this work we are unable 
to dwell for long upon this subject. We are content 
with giving a few curious observations which are out of 
the common. In the case of a Russian, a calculus extend- 
ed from the urinary meatus to the collar of the bulb, and 
was withdrawn by M. Lanzet, Professor at St.Petersburg, 
who has related the fact in the following manner. 

*' On the II*** of Nov. 1828, anon-commissioned offi- 
cer of marines, aged 21, entered the hospital. He had a 
considerable swelling of the penis, especially at its middle 
pan, where on the lower surface an abcess had formed, 
the top of which was covered with a thin gre)rish skin. On 
feeling it it was possible to ascertain the presence of an 
enormous calculus in the canal of the urethra; this calcu- 
lus occupied the space included between the urinary mea- 
tus and the membranous part of the urethra, and consist^ 
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ed of several fragments joined together by false mem- 
branes *\ (Voillemier. Traiti des maladies des votes uri- 
naires,) 

We will pass in silence over the details of the opera- 
tion. The 6 pieces which composed this strange calculus^ 
reached about 80 grammes in weight. 

A calculus as large as an egg, weighing 94 grammes, 
lodged near the prostate, was removed from an old man. 

M. Maigrot of St-Dizier removed from an enormous 
pocket situated in the same region, a calculus 250 gram- 
mes in weight. 

But the most curious example of the disorders which 
may be brought about by a calculus, is that of a peasant 
of the Ukraine, in whom a calculus, arrested in the na- 
vicular fosse, was able gradually to wear away the mucous 
membrane of the urethra, perforate the canal, and arrive 
in the sub-cutaneous tissue of the penis, the laxity of 
which allowed the foreign body to increase on all sides 
through the deposit of the salts of the urine, in which it 
was steeped at each emission. 

But it is not in the urethra alone that calculi may be 
formed. They are also found between the gland and the 
prepuce, when phimosis exists, as we have already poin- 
ted out. Numerous instances of this are quoted. Here is a 
somewhat unusual one, published in 1840 by M^ Re- 
meaux in the Bulletins of the Anatomical Society, which 
we reproduce according to Demarquay. 

'* Numerous calculi developed beti^een 
the prepuce and the Qland — Operation. On 

Jan. 25* 1840, a young man entered the jCharitfe, under 
attendance of Velpeau, he was twenty-two years of age, of 
middle height, and of athletic constitution, never having 
had any serious disorder. He stated that since his infancy 
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he had had difficulty in passing his urine; the end of his 
penis was very long, and each time he wanted to urinate 
a ball was formed which disappearedimmediately; but the 
stream of urine was irregular, shaped like a cork-screw, 
and nearly void of force, to such a degree that the liquid 
fell by its owii weight. Towards the age oftwo-and-twenty, 
the genital organs assumed considerable development; up 
to that time the emission of urine became more and more 
difficult, but he suffered no pain in the interval. When 
venereal desires were developed in him, he frequently had 
at night painful erections and even emissions of sperm; 
nevertheless he had never seen anything of a woman, 
knowing that he was not shaped like other men. It appeared 
also that he had never indulged in masturbation ; however 
that may be, commencing from the period when he had 
frequent erections and nocturnal emissions, he was affec- 
ted with a continual running, through the preputial aper- 
ture, of a lactescent liquid which stained his linen like the 
liquid of gonorrhaea; at length, as the emission of urine 
became more and more difficult, as the extremity of the 
penis became more and more voluminous, and as he expe* 
rienced very violent pains during the erections, the patient 
decided to enter a hospital, where we saw him in the 
following condition : The genital organs are much develo- 
ped; the two testicles are of the ordinary size, but the 
dimensions of the penis are considerably larger than the 
normal condition; it is slightly voluminous at its root, 
and terminates in an enlargement the size of a hen's egg; 
at its upper part a small opening is visible which would 
hardly admit the point of a probe; but it is easy to recog- 
nize that the prepuce is distended, and the cavity filled by 
the product which forms the tumour; a lactescent liquid 
is continually running through the aperture; the patient 
states that since a few months back, the emission of urine 

II 
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has become painful: a rather violent smarting is felt the 
whole length of the canal; sometimes too the liquid further 
distends the end of the penis; he was obliged to apply a 
pin in the aperture to repel the foreign bodies, which, sea- 
ted in front of it, prevent the liquid from escaping. 

By lightly pressing the tumour, it was easy to ascertain 
a peculiar crepitation which indicated in a positive manner 
the existence of gravel in the cavity of the prepuce; by 
compressing it in different ways, the substances were made 
to slide one over the other; however, the application of a 
probe through the aperture confirmed this first opinion : 
the diagnosis was therefore completely established, and 
the indication very precise; the prepuce was filled with 
calculi; it was necessary to extract them by performing the 
operation for phimosis; the patient did not display any of 
the rational signs of vesical calculus. 

On Jan. 28 '** , the operation was performed in the fol- 
lowing manner : a channelled pj.obe was introduced into 
the prepuce and directed downwards on the sides of the 
fraenum; when the point was made to project under the 
skin, a long and narrow bistoury was introduced into the 
channelling, and by one stroke, drawing back the bistoury 
in the usual way, the lower wall of the enlargement was 
cut; a certain number of calculi escaped immediately; but 
when the largest had been extracted, there still remained 
a large number of them in the groove of the gland, the 
extraction of which was difficult; it was even necessary in 
several places to remove them by incision. 

The gland* had nearly entirely disappeared under the 
pressure of the calculi ; it was completely deformed ; the 
prepuce was thickened and lairdaceous ; at its root it was 
at least i ceiitimfetre in thickness, therefore. M. Velpeau 
asked himselfif itwas not better to remove it immediately; 
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nevertheless he preferred to leave it, hewing that it would 
diminish in size (simple dressing). 

The calculi were thirty eight in number, weighing 15 
grammes; among the number there were some very small 
ones, but nevertheless one alone weighed 4 grammes.Their 
surface was very polished, their shape pretty regular; they 
nearly all had the shape of pyramids with four faces : the 
corners were rounded, a shape which allowed them to be 
placed exactly one oh the other. 

As to then: external characteristics these calculi had a 
great similarity to those which are found in the vesicle of 
the gall ; but their composition was that of urinary calculi ; 
the centre was formed of a whitish matter, of slight con- 
sistency and very friable; round this substance was a 
rather thin layer of eitric acid, but the principal mass was 
formed of ammoniaco-magnesian phosphate. 

The patient has recovered ; the prepuce remained de- 
formed, but by a methodical pressure it has been restored 
to an almost normal shape. 

Demarquay has observed an almost similar but less 
curious faa. 

Foreign bodies formed by the sebaceous 
matter. These foreign bodies are invariably situated in 
the preputial cavity, between the gland and the prepuce. 
They result from the prolonged cbntinuance of the seba- 
ceous matter, when a narrow preputial aperture coincides 
with a complete phimosis. The matter secreted by the 
gland and the prepuce supplies the elements of these cal- 
caceous growths ; they are however very rare. 

Demarquay quotes only one instance of them. 

Foreign bodies introduced into the wce^ 
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thra. These bodies present many varieties in regard to 
their nature, their shape, and their size. We enumerate 
them further on. If we examine the age of the indivi- 
duals in whom these foreign bodies have been met with, 
we find that the youngest was 8, the oldest 71, while the 
largest number were between 20 and 30, If we enquire the 
motive which has led to this, we find that these indivi- 
duals have but rarely had sexual relations, but that ihey 
had been a long time addicted to masturbation ; but when 
that became insufficient, they adopted the plan of intro- 
ducing a foreign body, in the first place at the entrance 
of the canal near the navicular fossa; but as the sensibi- 
lity of that region soon became reduced, they were 
obliged to push the foreign body further forwards in 
order to procure a more, or less abundant ejaculation. 
Others again have introduced these foreign bodies for a 
wager, when in a state of intoxication. If, at the moment' 
when the erection is at its height, the patient lets go his 
hold of the foreign body, the urethra, irritated by its pre- 
sence adheres to it closely and draws it back with it> in 
proportion as the erection ceases. The patient is unable to 
withdraw it, and his efforts only contribute ta cause it to 
penetrate further, sometinies as far as the interior of the 
bladder. The penis swells, tumefies, becomes red, and a 
fluid tinged with blood oozes forth from the urinary 
meatus.Disury, and sometimes retention of urine, follow, 
with very violent pains the whole length of the penis and 
extending to the bladder. Ordinarily the aid of surgical 
art allows the foreign body to be withdrawn after an 
operation which varies according to the nature, shape, 
and size of the foreign body. 

We give a few examples to show all the varieties, 
borrowed from Pouillet (De Vonanismt che^ thammej par 
le docteur Pouillet. Paris. Bataille, iditeur). 
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" A man named H... a sergeant in tne 6^ reg. of the 
Line, used habitually to introduce a round body, such as 
a pencil, pen-holder, etc., into the urethra, in order to feel 
the voluptuous sensations. One day, while he was indul- 
ging in this practice, a sudden fit of sneezing caused him 
to let go the pen-holder, which soon penetrated into the 
bladder. It was necessary ta cut for it. 

*' A young man of M... aged 25, living at M. B... du 
C...*s in the capacity of servant, came to see me on July 
20*^ 1825, for a retention of urine, accompanied with 
very violent pains at the root of the penis. After exiami- 
ning and questioning hun, I felt certain that the retention 
of urine as well as the pains, were due to the presence 
of a foreign body in the urethra. When I taxed him with 
it, the yoimg man confessed to me that for a long time 
he had contracted the unhappy habit of introducing into 
the canal of the urethra, as a means of excitement, a very 
long brass pin, and that in a moment of inadvertence he 
had let the pin go; it had descended into the canal two 
days before and remained jfixed at the lower ponion of the 
penis. Its extraction necessitated a special surgical opera- 
tion (i). " While I was house surgeon at Lariboisifere, in 
1859 — says Moussaud (2) — I attended to an amateur of 
solitary pleasures, who in this manner introduced into 
the canal of the urethra two ear-rings of an irregular 
olive-shape. One had made its way into the bladder, 
the other had been stopped in the membranous portion of 
the urethra. The extraction of these foreign bodies invol- 
ved difficulties, pains, and dangers, which lam convinced 
will not have resulted in curing the patient of his detesta- 
ble mania. 

(i) Letter of pr Gazan de Vallauris to the Journal de tnddecine 
a de cbirufgie praiiqueSf annde 1850, p. 97. 
(2) Fricis fraiique des tnakd. dts org, ginito-urinaires, Paris, 1876. 
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*Mn January, 1777^ the head surgeon at the H6tel- 
Dieu of Qermont communicated to the Academy of 
Surgery a ca$e republished by Chopart as follows : 

** A man, aged 45, who* was seated near a vine, tbok a 
sm^ vine-twig, which he introduced into his urethra in 
order to pollute himself, and to cause tlie ejaculation of 
the sperm. During the crisis of pleasure^ he pushed the 
stnall stick too £ir into the urethra and let it go ; it made 
its way into the bladder, and soon produced the symp- 
toms which are usual when foreign bodies are contained 
in that portion of the viscera. M. Bonnet operated on this 
man, by cutting and with the polypus forceps he withdrew 
the stick which was three inches long eight lines in cir- 
cumference, and was incrusted with much calculous mat- 
ter (i). " 

Deslandes (2) borrows jfrom the Lancette jratigaise of 
Oct. I*' 183 1, the following story of a boarding-school 
master in the neighbourhood of Saumur: 

** This man made especial use of an iron wire, seven to 
eight inches long, the end of which he had carefully bent 
into the shape of a hook, probably in order to procure 
for himself keener pleasure. One day when he was enga- 
ged in this singular manoeuvre and abandoning his hand to 
the wildest movements, he felt all at once a sharp pain. 
The canal was torn in its membranous portion. The un- 
fortunate man made numerous efforts to withdraw the 
long iron wire, but the hook, which had become entan- 
gled in the soft parts, rendered it absolutely impossible to 
do so. Enduring an agony of suffering and shame, he wish- 
ed to free himself at any cost. With this view, he bent 
the free portion of the wire into the shape of a ring, inten- 

(i) TraiU des malad. des votes urinaires. Notes et addit. par Siga- 
las, p. 313, ire col. Paris, 1855. 
(2) hoc. at., pp. 281-282. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



FOREIGN BODIES IN THE PENIS 167 

ding in this way to obtain a better leverage. He pulled in 
fact with all his strength, so as nearly to break the 
ring : but the iron still remained fixed in the place. 
He then abandoned himself to the most awful despair and 
expected death, when his excessive pain made him decide 
to summon a surgeon. This was D' Jardeau, of Saumur. 
The penis as well as the skin of the scrotum was enor^ 
moosly swollen ; all the tisisues which are at the point of 
the insertion of the penis in the pubis were equally swol- 
len* hot, and painful. The stomach was beginning to be 
distended; there was a suppression of urine, the face was 
red and the eye viscous ; the brain was beginning to ram- 
ble; the pulse was hard, rapid and concentrated. M. Jar- 
deau took hold of the disengaged portion of the iron wire, 
tried to draw it gently; and thus proved that its other ex- 
tremity was arrested by an insurmountable obstacle. He 
then examined the parts with the greatest attention, and 
was considerably surprised to discover, beyond all possi- 
bility of doubt, that the hook was fastened in the inner 
edge of the ischiatic tuberosity. An oblong incision was 
made at this spot, he was able to seize the hook, and the 
wire was withdrawn by the perineum, etc. 

M, Louis, in the Journal univtrsel des sciences midicales 
of October 1829, reports the case of a young man, 
aged 19, who polluted himself by introducing into the 
urinary canal the stalk of a plant, which broke one day, 
and penetrating into the bladder was the cause of nume- 
rous calculi* 

M. Rigal likewise saw a man, aged 38, who made use 
of a stalk for erotic purposes. It broke in the bladder, re- 
mained there for two months and necessitated an operation 
by cutting. It was nine inches in length, and was covered 
with a calcareous concretion one or two lines in thickness. 

D'Deslandes,moreover,quotes this observation,published 
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in the Journal dt midecintt de chirurgerie et de pharmacie, 
voK XXXIII, p. 290, by D' Sirailli. 

•* The patient, aged 50, summoned a surgeon on Oct. 
18^, 181 3, informbg him that he had had the misfortune 
to let slip into the canal of the urethra, a mattress needle, 
four inches long, with which he had masturbated him- 
self for three years. This instrument had disappeared from 
his fingers at the moment preceding ejaculation. He thought 
at first that it would be expelled at the moment when that 
occurred; but this did not take place: the needle had 
been introduced into the urethra by the heel,and the point 
being directed upwards, had become fixed near the root 
of the penis. After eight days of suflfering, during which 
the presence of this body excited frequent erections, 
M. Lallemand, of the Salp^tri^re, succeeded in extracting 
it by means of an operation* '' 

We cannot terminate this list of instances of strange pol- 
lution better than by relating, almost in extenso» the case 
of the fiimous shepherd Galien with its surprising details, 
as Chopart has conveyed it to us. 

The split penis of the shepherd Galien, 
and his masturbating stick. ;' Gabriel Galien 
indulged in OEiasturbation from the age of fifteen, to such 
an excess that he repeated it eight times a day. A short 
time after, the ejaculation of semen became rare, and was 
so difficult that he wearied himself for an hour to obtain 
it, which brought him into a state of general convulsion, 
and yet he did not bring forth more than a few drops of 
blood and no seminal humour. 

Until the age of twenty-six, he only made use of 
his hand to satisfy this dangerous passion. Not being 
able then to cause ejaculation by this means, which 
only served to keep the penis in an almost continual 
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State of priapism, he bethought him of tickling the canal 
of the urethra with a small stick of wood about six inches 
in length. He introduced it, more or less, without apply- 
ing to it any greasy or mucilaginous substance, to. soften 
the painful eflPect which it must make upon such a 
sensitive part. The occupation of a shepherd which he 
adopted,afForded him the opportunity of being often alone, 
and of easily indulging in his passion;, therefore he em- 
ployed repeatedly several hours of the day in titillating 
the interior of his urethra with the stick. He made con- 
sunt use of it for a space of sixteen years, and it procured 
him a more or less abundant ejaculation. The canal of the 
urethra, by a rubbing of this nature so often repeated and 
continued for so long, became hard, callous, and absolu- 
tely insensible. Galien then found, his stick as useless as 
his band, and believed himself to be the most unfortunate 
of all men. The insurmountable aversion which he had to 
women, the abstinence to which he saw himself reduced, 
the continual erection which provoked his passion without 
his being able to satisfy it, appeared in fact to justify his 
idea.In this state of melancEoly eflFervescence which aflPect- 
ed him morally as well as physically, the shepherd often 
allowed his flock to wander; he occupied himself only in 
seeking for a fresh means of satisfying himself. After many 
equally fruitless attempts, he returned in desperation to 
the use of the hand and stick; but perceiving that these 
methods only irritated his artificial needs, he drew in des- 
pair a blunt knife from his pocket, and with it he made 
an incision in the gland along the length of the canal of 
the urethra. This incision, which would have caused the 
sharpest pain to any other man, only procured for him an 
agreeable sensation, followed by a complete ejaculation. 
Enchanted by his happy discovery, he resolved to indem- 
nify himself for his forced abstinence, every time that 
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his desires prevailed. The holes, the rocks, the thickets ser- 
ved him as a refuge to repeat or to practise his new pro- 
cess, which always procured for him the pleasure and the 
ejaculation which he expected from it. At length, giving 
all the scope possible to his passion, be succeeded, perhaps 
in a thousand repetitions, in slitting his penis into two 
exactly equal portions, from the urinary meatus to the por- 
tion of the urethra and the cavernous bodies which reaches 
above the scrotum and near the symphysis of the pubis. 
When the blood flowed abundantly, he stopped the 
hemorrhage by tying a string round the penis, and he drew 
the ligature sufficiently tight to prevent the flow of the 
blood, without intercepting its course in the cavernous 
bodies. Three or four hours after, he removed this liga- 
ture and left the divided portions to themselves. The dif- 
ferent incisions which he made in the penis did not .obli- 
terate his desires. The cavernous bodies, although divided, 
often entered on erection diverging right and left. M. Ser- 
nin, head surgeon of the Hdtel-Dieu at Narbonnc, who 
communicated to me this fact, was a witness to the phe- 
nomenon of this erection. Being unable to make any fur- 
ther use of his knife, because the section of the penis reach- 
ed to the OS pubis, Galieh saw himself in fresh distresses; 
he resumed the use of a second stick shorter than the first, 
he insinuated it into what remained of the canal of the 
urethra; and by titillating at his pleasure that part of the 
canal and the orifices of the ejaculatory conduits, he pro- 
voked the ejaculation of the semen . It is thus that this 
truly extraordinary masturbator amused himself during 
the last ten years of his life, without feeling the least dis- 
quietude regarding the division of his penis; the long prac- 
tice which he had had in the use of his stick, made him 
bold and sometimes careless in what he did with it. On 
June 12*^ I774> it slipped out of his fingers and fell into 
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his bladder. Soon afterwards grave symptoms made their 
appearance; acute pains in the viscera and perineum<» dif- 
ficulty in urinating, fever, passing of blood, hiccough, 
vomiting, diarrhoea tinged with blood. Tormented by these 
evils, he still made efforts to rid himself of such a cruel 
foe. He introduced,more than a hundred times, the handle 
of a spoon, forcing it from behind to the front, in otder 
to make the stick come back by the same way as it had 
entered ; but the evil was beyond any aid which he could 
render himself. He was induced to return to the hospital 
of Narbonne, where he had been received on three differ- 
ent occasions in the space of two months and a half, and 
whence he had gone witlioui feeling any relief, because he 
would never consent to be examined in order that the 
cause of his malady might be discovered* What was the 
surprise of M. Semin, when, on examining the hypogas- 
tric region of this unfortunate shepherd who complained 
of a retention of urine, he found two penes, each of which 
was nearly of the size of a natural penis! This singularity 
increased the attention of the surgeon. Although the patient 
declared at first that he was born with this conformation, 
the examination of the parts, the very apparent cicatrices, 
the callous hardness through the whole length of the divi- 
sion, caused him to believe that this wcs not a natural 
defect of conformation. M. Sernin assured himself by the 
aid of a probe of the presence of the foreign body in the 
bladder, and decided to extract it without delay by the 
operation of cutting. M. Sernin performed it on the 6'** 
Oct. in the same year in the presence of a large number 
of members of the profession and spectators, who were 
attracted by the singularity of the case. Three months after 
the cicatrisation of the surgical wound, Galien died of 
pulmonary phthisis *'. 
To these observations we add others not less curious. 
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borrowed from Demarquay (Maladies chirurgicales du 
Tents), already quoted several times. 



Ear of rye arrested in the membranous 
portion of the urethra, and extracted by 
means of a scriaper-tube by Jobert de Lam- 
balle. X..., aged 74, had never had any affection of the 
genito-urinary organs until, on Nov. 14*^ , 1864, he felt 
an itching in the urethra. He had the unlucky idea of 
introducing into the canal an ear of rye, which became 
entangled by the end which is joined to the stalk. It was 
impossible for him to withdraw it, and little by little the 
foreign body made its way into the urethra. Four days 
after, he went and consulted Vigla, and by his advice 
placed himself under Jobert's care. 

The day after he did so, Nov. 19^** , the ear had reached 
the membranous portion of the urethra, where it occasion- 
ed pain; there was no purulent running; the emission 
of urine was effected with difficulty and pain, which gave 
place to an incomplete retention. 

On Nov. 2i»' , Jobert introduced into the urethra the 
scraper tube, made, on his instructions, by Charriire. 
This instrument is intended especially to remove the de- 
tritus of calculi entangled in the canal. Once having 
reached the muscular part of the urethra, the scraper-tube 
took hold of the foreign body and brought it gently to the 
exterior. 

The ear of rye, 4 centimetres in length, displayed a 
reddish colouration, was not covered on the surface with 
pus, and had its beard brought together and joined by 
the muciis, so as to leave no intervals in it 

For a few days after the extraction of the foreign body, 
the patient felt pains and smarting while urinating. But 
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when he left the hospital on Dec. i** , ho did not expe- 
rience any painful sensation during the evacuation of 
urine, nor was an obstruction observable in the membra- 
nous portion. Baths, which were taken every other day, 
and the administration of emollient drinks, induced the 
irritation, caused by the presence of the foreign body, to 
disappear. 

This observation proves that at the end of a certain 
number of days, ears of wheat, barley or rye may be 
easily removed, because the beard draws closely togeth- 
er, and converges towards the same point, and thereby 
avoids any irritation of the conduit. 

Small branch of a chestnut tree intro- 
duced into the urethra. An individual took home 
with him a young branch of one of the chestnuts in the 
Tuileries, and after stripping oflF the bark, introduced it 
into the canal. 

When Voillemier was summoned, he found this fo- 
reign body projecting outside : but it was impossible to 
extract it, held as it was by the small projections which 
clung on to the urethral mucous. The story of Marchettis, 
«d his process, soon recurred to his memory, but he was 
unable to slip a tube between the foreign body and the 
walls of the urethra. He then adopted the plan of cutting 
the branch pretty close to the penis and of breaking it on 
the spot, by introducing repeatedly a probe into its cen- 
tre ; he was able to remove these fragments, of which in 
a way he had made matches. 

The foreign bodies most frequently introduced into the 
urethra are pins and needles, and they jre the most dif- 
ficult to extract, for their small size often prevents their 
being seized with the forceps; when that does occur, 
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their points become entangled in the walls of the canal, 
and their extraction becomes the more difficult. 



Long pin introduced into the Urethra. 

A man aged from twenty five to thirty, presented himself 
to Amussat, saying that wishing to probe himself, the 
probe had escaped out of his hands and become entangle^ 
in the urethra. Amussat discovered in fact the presence gf 
a foreign body in the canal, situated two inches deep, the 
anterior extremity of which had penetrated into the 
walls of the urethra. By forcibly drawing the penis, the 
surgeon succeeded in freeing this extremity, then catch- 
ing it in the canula of a lithotritory instrument, he ex- 
traaed not a probe, but a large pin, six inches in length 
and proportionately thick I 

A Fork in the Urethra. Foreign body 
introduced into the Urethra and arrived at 
the perineum; by H^rail, surgeon of the Royal Hos- 
pital of St-Symphorien-le-Chateau, in Lyonnais. — On 
the^S'*" of July, 1785, a man aged 22, residing in the 
country, came to consult me on a rare and singular case. 
He declared to me that he had a fork in his penis; tha^ 
was his way of expressing it. 

I was greatly surprised; by an examination of the part, 
I was convinced that it was a forkj but in shape like those 
which the peasants have in the handle of their knives; it 
was 4 inches 9 lines in length, and the distance from one 
prong to the other towards the point, which was very 
sharp, was 6 lines. The handle, which was of horn, 
shaped like a reversed pyramid, held three of them. It 
was two days since the foreign body had been introduced; 
the virile member was already very stiff and inflamed ; it 
was three times its ordinary size. 
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The size, the shape, ana the two sharp points of this 
instrulhent warned me of the imminent danger to which 
thepatient was exposed. Under these circumstances, I would 
not act without due consideration; I summoned M. Gay- 
dan, physician, and MM. Bras, father and son, surgeons; 
all agreed with me as to the impossibility of extracting 
this foreign body in any other way than by an incision at 
the perineum ; this was performed on the spot. When the 
operation was completed, the patient urinated two hours 
after, and the radical cure was happily completed in six 
days. The patient obstinately maintained that it had oc- 
curred whilst he was sleeping, and that when he woke up 
in the morning he found the knife in his hand. 

Dangers w^hich may result from the intro- 
duction of foreign bodies. The introduction of 
these foreign bodies, of which we have been able to take 
only a rapid view, does not usually entail a serious pro- 
gnosis. Nevertheless when it is an old man, or a subject 
exhausted by masturbation, when the canal has been 
more or less lacerated by the foreign body, there soon 
results from these an oedema of the penis and scrotum, 
the patient becomes greatly prostrated, and dies. The 
autopsy reveals the severity of the disorder. Demarquay 
quotes the case of an old man, aged 78, who had intro- 
duced into the urethra a small twig of white wood hung 
to a thread. It was necessary to make an incision of the 
urethra in order to remove the foreign body, which was 
fastened by its two ends diagonally in the urethra, having 
been introduced by the end to which the thread was 
attached. 

The patient died 8 days after the operation. At the 
autopsy the penis was found to be red and edematous 
through its whole length, and of a size considerably grea- 
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ter than when in a normal state. The bladder was heal- 
thy, but below the pubis there was a large abscess, filled 
with pus, communicating with the rectum, which by 
purulent infection, had caused the death of the subject. 

Strangulation of the Penis by Foreign 
Bodies. Sometimes children have their penis tied with 
a thread or ribbon in order to prevent their urinating at 
night; but nearly always these who have inserted in their 
penis a foreign body, have done so at a moment of ero- 
ticism, and with no other object than to procure for them- 
selves a pleasureable sensation by this singular manoeuvre. 
The most unlooked for objects have been found round the 
penis, such as threads, ribbons, hairs, rings of wood- 
glass, and metal, etc. D' Pouillet, in his work which we 
have quoted above, gives a very curious enumeration of 
them. 

Introduction of the penis into a foreign 
body. Bands tied round the penis. This man, 
ner of self pollution, rather rare among children, is more 
usual among youths at puberty, who are not altogether 
ignorant of the way in which the sexual union is effected; 
for the most part, in fact, it is an imitation of coition. 
The objects which receive the penis are very various; 
some young men have made use of mattresses or pillows 
in which they had made a hole : others have utilised the 
cavities displayed by tree-trunks, or the holes left in the 
ground by moles ; many have been satisfied with the 
sockets of difiierent instruments . A butcher's boy of about 
20 confessed to us that he polluted himself in the still- 
warm body of a calf in which he had made a hole for 
his purpose. Larrey found a gold ring throttling the penis 
of a young man addicted to masturbation. Saba tier has 
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reported several observations in which the foreign bodies 
were ferrules of iron or leather, key- rings, etc. Legros 
has seen a collegian, i6 years of age, whose penis had 
been thrust into the neck of a scent bottle. 

How many individuals have surrounded their penis 
with tight bands, of cord, of laces, of twine, ribbon, 
thread, etc., and, viciiitis of their own erotic folly, have 
been obliged to have recourse to surgeons who then 
learned their proceedings ? 

Lallemand considers that D' Deslandes was in error when 
he attributed the introduction of the penis into foreign 
bodies, and the application of bands tied round that mem- 
ber, to lewd intentions. According to the eminent scien- 
tist, it is not the erotic fury — the expression which Des- 
landes uses — which induces them to commit these im- 
prudent acts, but the eager desire to prevent involuntary 
and obstinate seminal losses. In support of his assertion, 
he quotes the observation of Deslandes relating to the 
cooper's boy who came to the clinic surgery of the 
Hdtel^Dieu with the socket of a candlestick round his 
penis, and adds, '' Having been entrusted by Dupuytren 
with the duty of interrogating the patient, and of taking 
a sketch of the parts, I learned that he was exhausted by 
nocturnal pollutions, and that it was in order to prevent 
them that he had introduced his penis into this candlestick 
socket. I was compelled to believe him, for the very simple 
reason that his penis could never have passed through this 
leather passage if it had not been in a complete state of 
flaccidity ". 

This latter reason does not prove an3rthing, for, gener- 
ally, the masturbators who have recourse to similar means 
are surfeited and semi-impotent, in whom erection is 
slow, and who endeavour to create it exactly by these sin- 
gular proceedings. If, however, on the one hand, we are 

12 
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willing to admit, with the Professor of Montpellier, that 
sometimes those who suffer fiom spermatorrhoea compress 
the arethra in the hope of preventing these nocturnal loss- 
es ; if we are persuaded, with N6laton, that children some- 
times tie up the penis in order that they may not urinate 
in bed during the hours of slumber; it is, on the other 
hand, beyond doubt and dispute for us, that in the great 
rtiajority of cases, it is eroticism which brings these manual 
performers to adopt these dangerous actions. The desire 
for pleasure, let us repeat it, induces them to imprison 
the copulative organ in a hard or metallic instrument; the 
same cause, or inore frequently the impossibility of any 
other manoeuvre, and especially the wish to conceal the 
genital habit by preventing the sudden ejaculation of the 
sperm, gives them the idea of making use of a band tied 
round it. 

Were those two soldiers tabescent, and desirous of 
avoiding involuntary seminal emissions who passed their 
penis, one into the socket of a fire-shovel, and the other 
into the socket of a bayonet ? 

Was it spermatorrhoea which urged that young man, jn 
a public bath establishment, to introduce his penis into 
the hole made in the bath for the outflow of the water, 
who when he was unable to withdraw his penis, owing to 
the swelling of the gland, began, in spite of his shame, to 
utter loud cries for some one to come' and put an end to 
the horrible torture which he was undergoing through his 
own fault. 

One observation in conclusion. 

In 1869, at Lille, we were called to a child aged 6 years 
and a half, who had divided all his penis except the ure- 
thra, at about half a centimetre from the pubis, by means 
of a noose of flax. The parents, knowing that he mastur- 
bated himself to excess, compelled him while in bed to 
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keep his arms and hands outside the bed-clothes, and for 
greater security they tied them up. But his desires had 
rendered the child ingenious, and taught him how to cir- 
cumvent difficuhies. During the day, he tied a thread 
round his penis, and in the evening towards bed-time, he 
placed the free end of the thread between his teeth. As 
soon*as he was in bed, by drawing his head backwards 
and forwards he was able to tighten and loosen the string, 
and to give a to and fro motion to the penis, suflScient to 
generate pleasure. He had already on several occasions re- 
commenced his manoeuvres with success, but one night 
the thread broke close at the knot, the penis became swol- 
len and gangrened, and the pain and the impossibility of 
walking compelled the youngster to acknowledge his mis- 
fortune and to confess to us the cause of it ". 

Shocking accident to a Monk. It is interes- 
ting in this connection, to recall the following delightful, 
if not over- decent adventure of a too-gallant monk. The 
story is translated from the Latin of Poggio and we believe 
the student will agree that it casts a strong light upon the 
curious practices of the Middle-Age. In the *^ Book of 
Exposition, or Marriage Love and Woman amongst the 
Arabs '* (Paiis, 1896) a similar story of Oriental origin is 
also to be found, wherein the amorous congress had a 
happier and more natural ending. Our author relates : 

'* In -the district of Piceno there is a town called Jesi : 
a Friar, Lupd by name, who lived there, was in love with 
a young maiden whom he passionately urged to gratify 
his desires. She at last yielded to his entreaties; but as, 
from fear of feeling too much pain, she showed some hesi- 
tation, the friar promised to put between them a wooden 
board, through a hole in which telum miitereiur. In con- 
sequence, he provided himself with a very thin deal board, 
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made a hole in the middle, stole into the girl's room, 
missoque per foratntn PriapOy which was still asleep, cum 
puellam deosculari coepisset,sublatis vesiibuSy he went in search 
of the longed-for dainty. Firga vero^ roused by the 
maid's sweet breath et inferioris partis tactu, caspit admodum^ 
et prater nunsuram foratninisy tutnescerCf and was strangled 
like. It was held so tight that it could neither go in nor 
out without acute suffering. The expected pleasure was 
converted into harrowing pain, and the friar, writhing 
under the infliction, began to groan and scream. The lass« 
thoroughly scared , endeavoured to comfort him with her 
kisses, and to achieve the desired end; but the alleviation 
she tried to apply only increased his anguish, for, the 
greater the swelling, the more excruciating the compres- 
sion. The luckless friar was on the rack, and begged for 
cold water wherewith to bathe and reduce the tumor 
which tortured him; but the damsel, afraid of the people 
oif the house, did not dare to ask for any. At last, strongly 
moved by the poor wretch's screams and suffering, she 
went and fetched some, bathed profusely the painful loca* 
lity, and the swelling soon decreased. The friar, hearing 
somebody stirring about already, felt anxious to get 
away, and e tabula metnbrum deduxit, galled to the quick. 
He had to put himself under medical care, and his mis- 
hap became public . If everyone paid such a high price 
for his freaks, many people would become more reserved. 

Penitis induced by a constringent band. 

Venitis is nothing else but the inflammation of the whole 
mass of tissues which compose the penis. Penitis nearly 
always occurs when the constringent band or object has 
not been removed in time, as in shown by the observations 
borrowed from Demarquay below. 
^^ AU the causes which may lead to any inflammation 
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of the penis, may, by that fact alette, cause penitis by the 
simple development and extension of the inflammation. 
The following observation shows us a case of this aflFection 
following on a contusion. 

Obs. LXXIV, A man aged 40, while riding on horse- 
bark, had the penis violently contused by the pressure of 
the saddle. Some time afterwards, he had a violent inflam- 
mation of the penis, the skin of which, as well as the scro- 
tum, were soon seized with gangrene. The cavernous body 
laid entirely bare, putrefied and fell ofi" ; the soft parts 
which composfe it disappeared as though melted, and (a 
remarkable fact) its fibrous tissue, which is thick and elas- 
tic, did not yield but contracted together, and soon the 
penis was only represented by a string of the size of a pen- 
holder. The two testicles, completely stripped of their 
membranes, hung bare from their cords, and were com- 
pletely detached and dissected. The patient died of fever 
and debility. 

I will also borrow from Montim^ the following obser- 
vation^ on a severe inflammation of the penis induced by 
a foreign body applied to the exterior of that organ. 

A child, aged 11, entered the hospital on July 26?** with a 
violent inflammation of the penis. This organ had swollen 
irregularly; it had a strangulation at the centre, and it was 
soon easy to recognize that the depression was due to the 
action of a foreign body. A metallic ring closely embraced 
the penis ; it was a tailor's thimble, one of those thimbles 
with two openings, into which the child had passed his 
penis. The gland had swollen immediately and an inevi- 
table strangulation had produced the inflammatory symp- 
toms. When the patient entered, we succeeded in cut- 
ting the thimble, which fortunately was made of leather. 

Avery active inflammation had set in, and displayed a 
bluish colour, and gangrenous spots had appeared. On 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



tS2 THE ETHNOLOOY OF THE SIXTH SENSE 

their falling away, a deep ulccraiioa was apparent, running 
round the whole organ. Anyone who saw the state of 
things then, with the appearance of a deep ulcer wiih a 
greyish bottom and thick edges, would have believed in 
the existence of a venereal ulcer, whereas it w^as. only a 
wound of mechanical origin. One remarkable fact was the 
persistent swelling of the prepuce and gland after the re- 
moval of the ring. 

The strangulation bad produced an accumulation of 
fluid matter,and consequently a considerable tumefaction; 
this tumefaction was persistent, and the tissues had xe- 
mained, swollen and indurated, in a word, scleremiated; 
this was accounted for by the atteries> veins, and lymphatic 
vessels, having been cut by the inflammatory action created 
by the ring. There was no way for the fluids contained 
in the anterior part of the penis to return. It appeared as 
if this organ, in its centre, was reduced to the canal of 
the urethral, which still kept its continuity; the cavernous 
body was divided; very little/ was required to make the 
anterior portion of the penis fall oflF. It was therefore ne- 
cessary to use the greatest care to succeed in preserving a 
portion of the organ, hanging by a thin neck; the dorsal 
arteries of the penis were -no longer supplying the mate- 
rials of nutrition ; it w^s possible to count on the central 
arteries only of the cavernous body, and even their inte* 
grity was doubtful. 

Evidently the principal vessels were destroyed; the slow 
progress which the cicatrisation made was a proof of this. 
It was proposed to bring the skin of the root of the penis 
near to that wluch covers the gland, but it would have 
been necessary to lap one over the other ; this would 
haye led to a greater loss of substance, and the result 
would have been doubtful; it seemed better to observe and 
aid namre. It was observed with satis&ction that the ino- 
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dalar work progressed, and that the membrane of the ci- 
catrisation was formed. The skin behind imperceptibly 
drew near to theskin in front, and the surface of the wound 
gradually became less. 

But it was not a simple reunion and cicatrisation only 
vhich had to be eflfected : ways of return were still required 
for the fluids which remained accumulated in the prepuce 
and in the gland, and kept them in a quasi-hypertrophical 
state. All these were formed at length. 

The husband caught by his penis, or the 
tale of the refractory Cuckold. In a village not £ir 
from Lodive Sakse in PHirault, some young men were 
rendered infuriate by the marriage of a young girl with 
whom they had been on terms of improper intimacy^ 
They obtained admittance to the conjugal chamber on 
the wedding-night, laid hold of the bridegroom, who enr 
deavoured to prevent their entrance, and tied round his ge- 
nital parts a tliin cord ending in a running knot. Then one 
of the confederates, drawing the cord tight^ compelled the 
bridegroom to follow him, and led him for a walk round 
the country until break of day, while the others in succes- 
sion satiated their passion upon the bride. This story, 
which I heard related in my early youth by an old physi- 
cian, who was a friend of my grandfather, and whose me- 
mories dated back, I believe, to the time of Louis XVIH, 
has suggested to D' Vign4 d'Octon ^deputy for THirault and 
a native of the district mentioned above, the description 
of the melancholy end of one the principal characters in his 
novel, ** Fauvcs Amours " (289 to 290, and 292 to 293), 

" Tis a fact, boys, that only that devil Pandit could 
think of such an amusing idea *\ 

And the farrier gave vent to a hoarse chuckle, 

** Damn it, Charbonner, you would never have thought 
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of that " said Nicolas, almost at the same moment. 

'* Certainly not " muttered the drovers, shaking, with 
spasmodic mirth. 

** And now, boys, mum's the word, and mind how you 
tread, for here's the house, " said the farmer in a muffled 
voice. 

** You, Isidore, will put the noose round this featherless 
bird. That's your business. And mind you don't miss him, 
for he musn't lift his beak this time ". 

— ** Don't be anxious. Pandit, I know how to manage 
it '\ 

— *' And you, boys, this is what you will do : two of 
you will carefully lift the tiles in the middle of the roof, 
just over the place where the sweethearts' bed lies; the 
others will slip gently into the cottage, and Charbonet, 
rope in hand, will make them fast. If the turtle-doves are 
sound asleep, we shall manage it whhoutany fuss; if the 
fellow wakes up and resists, we'll make him fast, and then 
each of us will have the girl in turn, as we used to in the 
good old times. You understand, boys ? '* 

" Yes, yes, " replied the five men in chorus; they had 
fully grasped the idea of the dismal, cruel jest. 

White, round, and glittering like a crownpiece, the moon 
was now hanging in the blue heavens where the gleam- 
ing gold of the stars had grown pale. Through the hole 
which was slowly and silently being enlarged by the dro- 
vers' hands, its pale rays penetrated into the hovel and lit 
up the stalwart form of the herdsman, and the sculptural 
nudity of his companion. They were sleeping folded in 
one another's arms, and on their lips, parted in very wea- 
riness, wandered the smiles of fully satisfied desires. Slow- 
ly, and with furtive movements the two drovers had slip^ 
ped into the room, and after them Isidore Charbonet. 

Nothing stirred. Nicolas Pandit and the two others ^f- 
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fected their descent. All at once, through the silence of the 
night rose a terrible cry like the roar of a wounded wild 
beast, awakening the valleys and re-echoing through the 
hollows of the ravines* The door of the hut was shivered 
into splinters,and through the dark hole the broad should- 
ers of the farrier emerged, then behind him, jostling one 
another, came the drovers, uttering peals of wild laughter. 
The unhappy Beyot, completely naked, was struggling 
in their arms, with his virile organ tied in atrocious fashion 
with a cord, and his athletic form rendered powerless, 
writhing and shaking, with the horrible agony. ** Trot! 
Trot ! " shouted Charbonet, and across country the wild 
chase set forth. On they went, through brake and over 
moor, across meadows and wheat-fields, leaping walls, 
clearing hedges of quickset, the thorns of which drew 
blood from the poor devil's flesh . All the hate which jea- 
lousy had stored within their soul now burst forth; no- 
thing could stay their wild revenge, neither their victim's 
supplications nor the sobs wrung from him by pain when 
his course being arrested by an obstacle, the cord was 
strained, and the slip-knot which encircled him almost 
tore him in pieces in the most sensitive portions of his 
being. 

On, on they went, never stopping, tearing over fields 
descending the ravines which re-echoed with their bursts 
of ribald laughter. They did not stop until their legs gave 
way under them at the outskirts of a wood where Rou- 
bignac's farm began. 

Disiri, breathless, broken down, crushed,and bleedingt 
fell exhausted beneath an oak. 

In the herdsman's hut another scene, no less painful, 
was being enacted. Nicolas Pandit had thrown himself 
upon La Nemine. Between the man- with his muscles of 
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iron and the woman who had naught but the savage power 
of her love, there was a terrible straggle in which the far- 
mer was compelled to relinquish his hold when he felt 
the girl's nails tearing his belly like panther's claws, and 
her ferret's teeth burying themselves in the flesh of his 
tteck in rage. 

When she had freed herself from him, she rushed in 
the direction which the men had takeuj and for a while 
her shadow, fantastically enlarged by the moon-light, 
stood out clearly against the hill, while her voice, as she 
called for Disiri, echoed through the valleys in anguish. 

At length she found him, pale, stiff, and icy cold, with 
his features distorted, and his arms and legs drawn up in 
pain, beneath the oak, the branches of which, as they wa- 
ved to and fro in the morning breeze, seemed modestly 
to veil the nakedness of his bleeding and mutilated body.r 

She bent over him^ and pressing his heaving V^ast to 
hers, she tried to bring warmth into him again. When he 
felt this embrace, Desiri opened his eyes, and in their trou- 
bled depths, Antoinette could read an expression of the 
most unutterable terror. She gave a sob of joy when she 
perceived lii herhusbajid's contorted features this first sign 
i)f life, He had recognized her, and his mouth opened, as 
though to tell her so, but after a supreme effort there only 
came from his purple lips a flake of bloodstained foam, 
which she gently wiped away with the back of her hand. 

Standing up,, pale and tragic in the changing light of the 
rising day, she gazed wildly and sorrowfully upon the 
motionless form.On the livid belly, which seemed strange- 
ly hollow, the rays of the sun fihering through tha 
foliage of the oak brought large red spots into relief; and 
out of a tawny mass of hair there rose a black, mangled 
phallus, covered with dust and horribly swollen. 
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^* Poor thing ! Poor thing! '* cried La Nemine in a chok- 
ing voice. And, not knowing in her dbtress how to ren« 
der him assistance naost quickly, she longed to cry oat and 
call for aidvbut suddenly, in front of that unnatural, jA^- 
tiably naked form, a feeling of shame oVercanie her, and 
taking off her cotton gown; ^e covered him with.it; thien 
thinking of the rough fellows, who hearing her cry would 
laugh and mock at her trouble, she pot her feet against 
the ttunk of the old tree, and tried to raise her husband, 
whose eyes dilated with neyerceising agony kept ever roll- 
ing in their sockets and yet saw her not. 

She succeeded in lifting him to his feet, and the poor 
martyr, to whom the idea of his surroundings was slowly 
returning, began to aid her in her efforts; and sometimes 
supporting him by his shoulder^, sometimes lifting htm 
in her arms, like a wild she-wolf her wounded partner, 
she bore him away to her hut. 

Amid the terrible destruction wrought by their six 
assailants, amid the scattered fragments of the door, and the 
ruins of their poor crockery,and their little bed, she knew 
not where to lay him. Then, collecting round her the 
wreath of ivy and the handfuU of wild flowers, which 
had not been too-much trodden under foot, -she made a 
couch v^th those; on this litter, still sweet with the dai- 
sies, periwinkles, and buttercups which but yesterday they 
had gathered with entwined fingers on the mountain- 
side, Dhsivk pressed his wife's lips for the last time to his 
own, and died. 

Behind the Soukaret which it tinged with flame, the 
sun was mounting ever higher into the radiantly limpid 
azure, the swallows with their forked tails were describing 
their joyous flights, and the mountain was filled with 
trills of gladness and twitterings of love (t) "• 

(i) Vignd d*Octon. Fauves iAmours 
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SURGICAL AND OTHER OPERATIONS PERFORMED ON THE 
MALE COPULATIVE ORGAN. 



Grcurocision. — Its Antiquity. — Circumcision after the Jewish 

manner. — Surgical methods of performing circumcision. — 

Incision. Excision. Forced Dilatation. 
Instances of the employment of these difierents methods. 
Methods of circumcision in difTerents tribes. 
Physical Advantages of circumcision. 
Reasons why circumcision was rejected by Christians. 
Inconveniences of circumcision . 
Erroneous opinion of Mantegazza 
Effects of circumcision on the size of circumcized Penis. 
Moral advantages of circumcision . 
Total circumcision of the skin of the penis. 
Infibulaiion . — Antiquity of Infibulaiion . 
The Ring of chastity. Masturbator infibulating himself. — Cancer 

of the prepuce induced by infibulation. — Mutilation of the Cahi- 

ragans of India. 
Artificial hypospadia of the Australians. 
Observation of a mutilation of that kind made by the author. 



pircumcision. Its Antiquity. Circumcision is 
one of the most ancient mutilations which have been 
performed on the penis since the beginning of the world.: 
Was it Abraham, the Father of the Jews, who invented 
it, or did he borrow it from the Egyptians? That is a 
question regarding which there has long been a contr<o- 
versy. Jewish writers and physicians assert that it is a 
providential institution for humanity, and that it is of. 
divine origin. It is the Baptism of Blood by which Jeho- 
vah selected the Jewish people, and rendered it obligatory 
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by the law of Moses, who declares that the Jew is cursed 
who is not circumcized on the eighth day after his birth. 
Voltaire, on the other hand, attributes circumcision to 
the Egyptians, who would have transmitted it to the 
Hebrews, during their sojoUrn in Egypt. This is, not the 
moment to study circumcision from the philosophical 
point of view. We will do so in another work. For the 
moment, let us regard the question from a medical point 
of view, and consider its advantages and its disadvan* 
tages. 

Circumcision after the Je^eish xnanner. 

" Honour where honour is due *'. Since Father Abraham 
is the inventor of Circumcision, let us describe the manner 
in which it is practised among his descendants. 

In the work of D' Marin (/« Maladies de r Amour. 
Paris, Ernest Kolb, iditeur) we find the account of the 
Jewish ceremony given by Montaigne, in the story of the 
journey which the author of the Essays made in Italy in 
1580. 

** Let us first state how the practise of circumcision 
became with Moses the fundamenul basis of the Jewish 
religion. 

" Tis is^the sign of the eternal covenant which God 
makes with his people to the last generation. You shall 
circumcize the fiesh of your foreskin. In uken of this 
covenant, every male child shall be circumcized on the 
eighth day from his birth, whether he is free or a bond- 
Qun. He who shall keep his foreskin whole shall be accur- 
sed '*. 

" On the 30*^ day of January was seen the most an- 
cient ceremony of religion among men, that is the Cir- 
cumcision of the Jews, and I considered it yery attentively 
and with great convenience. It is performed in private 
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houses in the h'ghtest and most convenient chamber of the 
house where the child resides. They circumcize it on the 
eighth day from its birth. The father sits on a table and 
places a pillow on his lap : the mother brings the child to 
him and then retires. On the table where the father is 
seated there is a great preparation of all the things required 
for this operation. Besides that, a man holds in his hand 
a phial full of urine, and a glass. There is also a brazier on 
the ground, at which the minister first warms his hands, 
and then taking the child with its clothes turned up, as 
the father held it on his lap, with the head towards him, 
he takes helds of its member, and draws towards him the 
skin which is above with one hand, passing the gland and 
the member inwards with the other. At the end of the 
skin which he holds towards the said gland he places a 
silver instrument which stays the skin there, and prevents 
his hurting the gland and the member while cutting it. 
After that, with a knife he cuts the skin, which is imme- 
diately buried in the earth which is there in a bason 
among the other preparations of this mystery^ After that 
the minister comes and tears off with his bare nails any 
small piece of skin which is on the gland, and rends it 

. with, force, and pushes it backwards, beyond the gland. 
It seems that there is always much effort and pain in 
that, however there is no danger, and the wound heals in 
four or fiVe days. The cry of the child is like ours when 
it i$ baptized. As soon as the gland is thus revealed, they 
quickly offer urine to the minister, who takes a little of 
it in his mouth, and goes and sucks the child's gland, all 

. bleeding as it is, he then spits out the blood which he 
has withdrawn from it, and directly he takes more urine 
again, and so three times. This done, they offer him in 
a little horn, a red powder which they say is dragon^s blood, 
with which he covers all the wound, and then he neatly 
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envelops the child's member in linen-cloths cut for the 
purpose. This done, they give him a glass full of urine, 
which urine, through some prayers which he oflFers, they 
say he blesses. He takes a mouthful of it, and then, dip- 
ping his finger into it, he bears three times with his 
finger a few drops to be sucked in the mouth of the child ; 
and afterwards the glass is sent in the same state to the 
mother and the women, who are in some part of the 
house, to drink what is left of the urine ". 

The proceedings were the same till almost our time. In 
1847, D' Vaucer of Havre in his very interesting treatise 
on circumcision (1) protested against the Jewish man- 
ner of performing circumcision which is completed in 
four acts. 

I** Destruction of the adherences, which may exist be- 
tween the prepuce and the gJaod. 

2"^ Removing, in the shape of a ring or crown, the extre- 
mity of the prepuce (Hitouch, cutting). 

3*"* Longitudinal division of what is left of the prepuce 
at the part opposite to the fraenum (Periah, Denuda- 
tion) . 

4*** Sucking the gland and the wound of the prepuce 
(Mazizab, sucking). 

He protests vigorously against the Periah,or denudation, 
tearing of the prepuce which is done laboriously and 
always with pain, by means of sharp nails, or in default 
of them with a metal instrument. 

He protests no less vigorously against the act of Mir- 
zazah,or sucking, by which a syphilitic operatormay poison 
the children whom he circumcizes, and he quotes, in sup- 
port of this, the opinion of the learned Ricord. 

The latter, summoned to give an opinion as a medical 

d) Cause morak de la Circoncision des IsrailUes, mstUution preventive 
de ronanisme des enfanls . Paris, Napoleon Chaiz, ^diteur. 
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expert, in a complaint made against a Mohel (Israelitish cir- 
cumcizer) who was accused of having communicated sy- 
philis to 12 children on whom he had operated, did not 
hesitate to give an affirmative opinion, and to incriminate 
the Mohel. The syphilis communicated by this unfortu- 
nate operator, presented very grave symptoms, and four 
children died of it. 

We do not know how the Jewish Mohels still operate, 
but we give, according to Delfan (i), the manner in 
which circumcision is performed surgically according to the 
principles of modem science. 

Surgical methods of performing circum- 
cision. Treatment. The treatment of phimosis is 
always surgical. Recourse may be had to the three follow- 
ing methods, namely incision, excision, forced dilau- 
tion. 

I. Incision. The patient is placed against a wall or 
against some piece of furniture which will resist. The 
operator, placing himself in front of him, introduces in 
to the preputial cavity on the u pper surface of the gland a 
straight bistoury, the point of which is capped with a little 
pellet of soft wax. 

The instrument must be introduced flat, but the back 
resting against the prepuce. When the point has reach- 
ed the balano-preputial groove, it must be observed if 
the two laminae of the prepuce are quite on a level with 
one another. Then, turning the bistoury so that the edge 
faces the prepuce, the handle is strongly bent, and the 
point of the bistoury pushed so that it passes through the 



(i) Manuel pratique des maladies des organes gtnito-urinaires, Paris, 
1890, Gusuve Doin, ^diteur. 
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pellet of wax aod the prepuce at its base. The hand is im- 
mediately lowered, and the instrument drawn towards 
the operator, so as to divite the prepuce in its whole length 
from back to front. 

Instead of a straight bistoury capped with a pellet of 
wax, a Blandini bistoury with a sheath may be used. As be- 
fore, the covered point is conveyed to the balano-preputial 
groove ; the bistoury is turned round so that the edge 
faces the prepuce while the sheath is withdrawn; the pre- 
puce is penetrated at its base, and it is divided from back 
to front. 

When the prepuce is large, two strips are thus forme d,r 
which, falling on either side(dog*s ears) not only give the 
prepuce an unsightly appearance, but may prove trouble- 
some in coition; it is often necessary to excise them. 

2. Excision. Different processes have been employ- 
ed : thus a strip may be removed on the dorsal surface 
by an incision in the shape of a V. at the posterior summit, 
or by a semi-circular incision at the anterior concavity. 
These two incisions are made with strong' scissors on the 
penis stretched out, following a line previously traced in 
ink. 

The following process (Ricord*s process) is the most 
frequently employed; after the two leaves of the prepuce 
are suitably brought together, a line is drawn on the 
prepuce in ink following the direction of the crown of the 
gland; the prepuce is drawn forwards, and seized with the 
forceps, at the level and in the direction of the line of ink; 
then aUthat is in front of the forceps is cut with a bistoury 
or with strong hare-lipped scissors; the sheath of the penis 
immediately draws backwards towards the pubis. What 
remains of the preputial mucous membrane is incised and 
turned backwards,the groove of the penis is brought for- 
wards, and the two edges,the mucous and the cutaneous, 

»3 
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are kept in contact by means of a pair of small spring for- 
ceps. The lower one is first placed on a level with the 
fraenum, the upper one at the opposite point, then the two 
laterals, each of them at an equal distance from the two 
former. 

Forced dilatation. This operation,contrived by N£- 
laton, is performed with the help of a pair of forceps with 
three branches, similar to that used by Laborde for tra- 
cheotomy. In proportion as the two rings are brought 
together, the three branches, which are placed perpendi- 
cularly to the shank, open to a distance which has been 
limited beforehand by a screw. To perform the forced 
dilatation by the aid of this instrument, the extremity of 
the three branches, which are brought close together is 
introduced across the preputial orifice. Then the two' rings 
are brought sharply together, and the three branches ope- 
ning instantaneously dilate the preputial orifice. — The 
precaution has been previously taken of limiting the separa- 
tion, by means of the screw. 

For several days care is taken to draw the prepuce back, 
and to keep it there for a longer period on each occasion. 
At the end of 8, or at the most of 15 days, the prepuce re- 
mains there for good. 

Ghoiceof the mode of operating.If the prepuce 
is long,incision, and forced dilatation especially, is not suffi- 
cient ; it is indispensable to bring about a diminution of 
substance; in this case, which besides is the most frequent, 
preference will be given to excision, and especially to ex- 
cision by Ricord's process. — If the prepuce is very short, 
and if the phimosis is due merely to the narrowness of 
the orifice, the advisability of forced dilatation would be 
indicated. — Nevertheless even in the latter case, if adhe* 
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rences existed between the gland and the prepuce,recourse 
would not be made to this latter mode of operation; pre- 
ference would be given to incision, after which the adhe- 
rences could be removed.'* 

Instances of the employment of these dif- 
ferent methods. D' Gamkr {u4ncnialies sexudks) gives 
a certain number of observations on the different modes of 
circumcision. 

** (30). Among all those who consulted us, no one agreed 
to allow himself to be relieved from it, until a youth of 
19 wrote to us recently on the subject. The gland was co- 
vered by the prepuce, and could not be raised, owing to the 
narrowness of its orifice. The mere fear and shame of not 
being able to completely effect the act of coition had 
hitherto prevented him from attempting it, for the company 
of women excited him to it. Ever since the age of 1 6 he 
masturbated himself on any pressing requirement, perhaps 
once or twice a week as the occasion might excite him. 
He had not felt uncomfortable at this, on the contrary he 
believed it to be necessary though repugnant tohim,and he 
confessed it with a blush. Lascivious dreams and semi- 
nal losses were rare. 

** Rendered despondent at this condition, which preven- 
ted him from indulging in the pleasures and amusements of 
his time of life, from which he derived only weariness, and 
harassed unceasingly by the thought of his deformity, he 
earnestly demanded a means of cure, believing that without 
that Tie would never be able to marry. 

** I assured this young man that his foolish fears were 
exaggerated, and showed him that a simple cut with the 
bistoury, by freeing the opening of the prepuce, would re* 
lieve him instantly of his malformation ; that if he did not 
submit to it, the symptoms which I pointed out would 
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fatally increase with dangers in their train; incomplete 
development and insensibility of the imprisoned gland, 
irritation, inflammation, venereal complaints, onanism 
and other troubles. 

"Five days afterwards this handsome young man arrived 
from the Pas-du-Calais to be operated on. Having satisfied 
myself that there were no adherences, I sent him to the 
hospital, where^ three hours afterwards,! removed the con- 
traaedness, in spite of the irritation and the pad of the 
preputial orifice. The previous application of a solution of 
cocaine for five or six. minutes was sufficient to reduce the 
pain and bleeding. Two days after, the patient departed, 
cured, happy, and in good spirits. 

** (31). A young man with a congenital phimosis had 
just married, and suflfered much inconvenience from it du- 
ring coition with his wife. Having made up his mind to be 
circumcised, he went ta a physician in Germany, who no 
doubt became a surgeon for the occasion, and neglected 
to leave enough skin to the prepuce. The unfortunate man 
found himself with so small a groove that when he entered 
on erection, he felt a violent pain, which compelled him 
to retire immediately. There was here a serious wrong 
done to the wife which might have led to a divorce, in 
spite of the good will he displayed in endeavouring to 
improve his apparatus *\ (Brouardel, Questions medico-U* 
gales.) 

A commercial traveller, in Brittany, aged 27 years, 
five of which he had passed under the colours, writes 
on the eve of his marriage. ** My penis is relatively small, 
and much withdrawn, although it is very healthy and very 
stout. I am unable and it is impossible for me to induce 
it to develop and stiffen when I find myself in contact 
with a woman, although I feel the same desires as any 
other man. If, when I am lying on my back, sleep or any 
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circumstance occasion a slight erection, it completely dis- 
appears when I turn on my stomach. 

^*When'i2 or 13 years old^Ihad an abscess opened to a 
considerable depth on the stomach, near the left groin, 
and then panaris resulted from it. In spite of the lapse of 
years, I still feel a numbness on the top of the left thigh. 

** When 14 or 15 years'old, not being yet formed, I took 
pleasure in separating the cap which still partly adhered 
to the gland. Since then the proportions of the penis have 
ftmained nearly the same, not sharing in the progress of 
the constitution. While I was in the regiment, my prepuce 
was obliged to be partly cut, being very short and complete* 
ly retaining the skin at the extremity of the gland; which 
made it very troublesome for me to urinate when the pe- 
nis wa$ slightly swollen. Even at the present time, the 
skin, not being sufficiently open to allow the gland to pass 
freely, does not permit me to uncover it, except during 
erection. 

** After trying many times to perform coition without ever 
being able to succeed, although erection was artificially 
produced very easily, I had recourse to satisfying my- 
self; which has had the result of weakening the genital 
organs. But never having dared to try coition at the period 
of artificial erection, I have not abandoned all hope of suc- 
ceeding with my wife. 

" You can thus judge of my case and estimate if I have 
reason to disquiet myself, and I beg you to point me out 
a remedy^ or merely a method which will be efficacious in 
relieving me from the embarrassment of my situation ". 

From an aesthetic point of view, as much as to avoid 
the dangers of balanites and venereal diseases, or to pre- 
vent their return, the excision of the exuberant portion of 
the prepuce has been highly recommended. Dilatation, 
when it is necessary, always appears to be preferable in 
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such a case; except we fasten the prepuce when it is lifted 
up above the crown with a small band of diachylon plas 
ter, without any striction, in order to habituate it to the 
air. In what way, besides, can we perform this amputatioh 
in the desired proportions, unless we fix them beforehand 
on the penis in erection ? Otherwise, we risk excising too 
much or not enough. The cautions given on this subject 
by Professor I^nnelongue, regarding phimosis, are per- 
fectly applicable here. 

^* With the bistoury, *' he says, ** either we obtain a 
cicatrice which retracts iii front of the gland, or a ring 
which encloses its base and maintains a continual inflam- 
mation ; without reckoning the oedemas of the lower por- 
tion of the penis which may last for two or three montlis. 
Dilatation is preferable, if care is taken to remove previous- 
ly, with a channelled probe, the adherences of the pre- 
puce to the gland, if any exist. Exception is made, be it 
understood, of cases where it is necessary to remove the 
deformity in order to cure an anomaly, or an aflFection far 
more serious, maintained through the length of the pre- 
puce. This applies to phimosis. 

(41). An application of this principle was supplied to me 
in June 1888, in the case of a tall young man, aged 25, 
fair, slim and slightly eflfeminate ; he had had, for this 
reason, his period of military service adjourned on two 
occasions. He had just undergone a balanitis as severe as 
that in the preceding case, and it had kept him for several 
days in bed. It had occurred after a night spent with his 
mistress, following a dinner with too copious libations.He 
asked me if an operation would relieve him from his de- 
formity. 

The penis, rather swollen and voluminous, displayed in 
fact a prepuce still swollen, overlapping the gland a cen- 
timetre and a half. Its opening was slightly contracted, so 
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as not to allow him to clear the gland without a rather 
sharp pain, which caused him to recoil ; he drew it back 
completely himself afterwards. The redness and swelling 
still remained. The testicles were ordinary, pendent, the 
left aflFected with variocele established since his enrolment. 
I had to determine if an oblique amputation from above 
downwards and from the front backwards was indicated 
as legitimate. 

— Do you suflfer habitually from this deformity? 

— By no means. 

— For how long have you indulged in coition) 

— Since I was eighteen. 

— How many balanites or blennorrhagias have vou 
had? 

— None, except the one which has just occurred. 

— Are you troubled or embarassed by your preputial 
exuberance in your sexual relations ? 

— Not at all 

— Do you clean yourself without difficulty ? 

— Quite so ; but I feel a smarting, and tickling directly 
I neglect it. 

— Well, sir, it is preferable in my opinion to keep this 
unsightly and unpresentable exuberance than to try and cut 
it away, since it is endurable. The cicatrisation of the 
wound, in such a case, always tends to bring about a no- 
dular constriction of the prepuce, which may become more 
troublesome than its exuberance. Take the precaution and 
care of bathing the parts, and giving them a lotion of 
aromatic wine or a simple decoction. From time to time 
fasten the prepuce behind the gland, after applying to the 
aperture some belladonna ointment, and you will suffer 
no more from it; but, at the slightest venereal symptoni, 
apply instantly to the doctor, in order to avoid complica- 
tions. 
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(42). In the month of April preceding, an absolutely si- 
milar case was shown by a youth of the same age, just as 
tall, thin and slender, of dark complexion, and having. also 
completed his military service after' two successive post- 
ponements, and aflFected alike with variocele on the left 
testicle but complicated by impotence. When writing to 
me about a year before on this subject, he said: ** until I 
was 22, the prepuce completely covered the gland. Ins- 
tructed by the advice given in your works, I endeavoured 
to uncover it, believing that that was the cause of my im- 
potence, and I completely succeeded. During erection, 
when I force it behind the crown, it slightly squeezes the 
gland ". 

Suspecting that this constriction prevented copulation 
through want of erection, since the latter was sustained by 
masturbation, I induced my correspondent to see one of 
my colleagues. No obstacle close enough to impede the 
functions of the organ was found, and in fact none exis- 
ted. But the penis, very voluminous and swollen, termi- 
nated in a club-shaped gland resulting from prolonged 
masturbation, which prevented intromission. This young 
man continued, several years after he had ceased this 
practise either alone or with another, to practise a sort of 
vulvary onanism with girls, in constrained positions, sit- 
tmg or standing, and always privately, without ever having 
been in bed with one. 

Methods of Circumcision in different ra- 
ces of Asia, Africa, and Oceania. Among all 
races who practise circumcision, the ablation of the pre- 
puce gives occasion for a small festival, either confined to 
the family, or of a public character when circumcision is 
performed on several subjects together. The Jews as a faa 
are the only ones who circumcise the young children ; 
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atxiong all the other races it is performed at the age of 13 
or 14, at the dawn of puberty, and this operation makes 
the child a man. We have no space here to describe these 
festivals, we shall be satisfied with speaking of the mode 
of operation. 

The simplest and the most primitive consists in a ver- 
tical incision which starts from the antero-superior edge of 
the prepuce, above the meatus, and is prolonged as far as 
the crown of the gland. It is thus that the sorcerer-sur- 
geon of the anthrophagous tribes of New Caledonia opera- 
tes on those of the age of puberty, from 14 to 15, whom 
this operation classes in the rank of future warriors. They 
pierce the upper part of the prepuce with a point of sharp, 
polished quartz, from the meatus to the crown of the gland. 
This operation, far less painful than complete circumci- 
sion, produces nearly the same eflPect, and the gland, even 
in a state of flaccidity, remains entirely free at its upper 
portion. The prepuce, thus divided, is surrounded with 
leaves ofburasy steeped in the juice of certain herbs which 
the sorcerer-surgeon chews, and which quickly cause it 
to cicatrise, while drawing it back from the gland. The 
Tahitian priests operate in the same manner as the sorcer- 
er-surgeon of the New Giledonians. 

This mode of operation presents the following incon- 
venience. At the moment of erection the penis displays a 
kind of double crest, more or less protruding (in the shape 
of a dog's ears cut) and this projection is unsightly, without, 
however, being troublesome in coition. 

Let us remark in passing that the Maoris of New Zea- 
land are not circumcised, and on the contrary keep the 
prepuce in front of the gland. • 

The savages of Australia, who occupy the lowest rank 
of humanity, are circumcised. The travellers Lechard and 
Dawson point this out. Broug Smith gives very precise 
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details concerning the circumcision of the Australians. He 
says that it is the custom on the west coast of Spencer's 
Gulf, at the Gulf of Carpentaria, at Cooper's Creek, and 
in Central Australia. It is unknown in 4:he more southern 
countries. He describes it thus, according to the account 
given by his correspondents. An hour before day he saw 
about twenty natives gathered near a tree far away from 
any habitation. They were clothed in their festal garb, and 
sang alternately. At a certain distance there were seven 
other natives with the young bpy who was to be circum- 
cised. The latter remained standing and might not speak. 
At sun-rise the neophyte was brought to the first group, 
his eyes were bandaged, and he was laid upon the grass. 
Two men held him, and about a dozen performed the 
operation, each one furnished with a piece of quartz. It 
was the affair of an instant, and immediately afterwards 
the spectators raised a cry. 

Gason, speaking of the different mutilations which the 
young man is made to undergo, instances Naravellie (cir- 
cumcision) at puberty. According to Teichelmann, in some 
countries of Southern Australia, the young men at puberty 
are beaten with green branches, and sprinkled with blood 
taken from the arm of a warrior. They are then laid on 
the ground and covered with dust. A line is drawn on 
the earth : at the right of the young man is placed an old 
man who represents the Autumn Star, and at his right 
one of them is placed who represents a fly. They bring a 
woman's stick turning it round. He who holds it, plants it 
in the ground and prostrates himself : all the assistants 
then fall upon him, forming a kind of human altar, on 
which the young boy is laid to be circumcised. 

In the whole of Asia, circumcision is a question of reli- 
gion, for only the Mussulmans, Hindoos and Malays; as 
well as the Chinese Jews are circumcised. 
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In Africa, circumcision is naturally found among the 
Mussulmans, but it is equally found among other peoples. 
Thus, in Madagascar circumcision exists. It is true that the 
tribes of that island have had communications with the 
Malays, and the Mahometans, since we know that the 
Hovas are of Malay origin. We read, in the memoirs of 
Martin Flaccourt, formerly governor of Fort Dauphin, 
that among the Madigasses the ancient custom reigns of 
removing from children, eight days after birth, the extrem- 
ity of the prepuce, and that in certain parts of the country, 
the mother swallows that portion of the organ ; that, in 
other parts, the father loads a firearm with this piece^ 
and fires it into the air. 

In the interior of Africa all the Mussulman tribes, na- 
turally, are circumcised. But, besides this, circumcision 
exists also among the fetish-worshipping tribes. It is in 
this way that the Malinkis of Nita are circumcised. 

In " Untrodden Fields of Anthropology " we have given 
the description of the festival of the circumcision. It is 
enough for us to reproduce here the; part relating to 
the operation itself. The youths who are to be cir- 
cumcised are operated on publicly in the village mar- 
ket-place. The blacksmith-surgeon is provided with a 
small plate of yellow leather, z or 3 millimetres thick, 
pierced with a hole a little more than a centimetre in 
diameter. He passes the child's prepuce through the hole, 
and with the left hand draws it forwards in such a way as 
to cause to project the necessary quantity (this varies 
according to the length of the prepuce and the size of the 
penis) while the left hand stops the point of the gland 
on the other side of the plate. He takes care then to draw 
back a little of the skin of the gland towards the base of 
the penis, while the preputial pad is kept in its place. 
When this is done, he seizes his knife, which he was 
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holding between his teeth, and with a single stroke he 
severs entirely, the portion of the prepuce which is in 
front of the plate* Withdrawing the latter, the surgeon- 
blacksmith stanches with his lips the blood which issues 
from the wound, draws the skin of the penis gently back- 
wards so as to uncover the gland, and washes the wound 
with a water containing a resinous essence which has styp- 
tic properties. When the prepuce is removed, it is placed 
as a wad, with a bit of rag impregnated in blood, in an 
old gun loaded with powder which is then fired. The 
operation is completed by the application pfa cataplasm, the 
basis of which is formed of a ferruginous mud, diluted 
with water containing a little alum. 

Circumcision amongst the Arabs of Alge. 
ria. This style of circumcising is derived evidently from 
the Algerian Arabs and Matoccans, by whom the Islamic 
faith and ritual was imparted to the diverse races of 
Senegal. Following is a description at first hand, supplied 
by D' Bertherand -who enjoyed from his large practice 
among them, excellent opportunities of studying the natives 
closely : *Mn order to circumcise, the operator {i)(thra- 
har)y after having prepared a big wooden bowl (jefna) full 
of sand to catch the blood, places himself beneath a haik 
(a large sheet of linen) with one or two assistants, one of 
whom holds the child's thighs well apart. The ihahar 
draws the foreskin as far forward as possible and ties it 
close to the gland with a common thread. He then takes 
a wooden disc (wergha) rather thicker and larger than a 
half-crown piece in the centre of which there is a circular 
hole hardly large enough to admit the little finger. It is 

(i) Midxine et Hygiine des Arabes, by I> E. L. Bertherand. 
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through this opening that the thahar first of all passes the 
thread, and then the foreskin strongly ligatured together : 
in an insunt, he strongly presses the disc against the gland^ 
pulls slightly on the thread so as to stretch the foreskin, 
and cleverly drawing off the child's attention by pointing 
out to him some object on the ceiling or elsewhere, he 
seizes advantage of the momentary inattention to cut the 
jelda (prepuce) by means of sharp scissors, sometimes with 
a razor, but more generally with a curved and keen Arab 
knife. One of the assistants then presents a perfectly fresh 
hen's egg, opened just before the operation, into which the 
entire member of the child just operated upon is plunged. 
After two or three minutes the thahur covers the wound 
with a fine powder made of the leaves of the Aghar (Thuya 
articulata), employed as a hemostatic, and then surrounds 
the member with a thin band of linen. The little boy is 
laid on his back and must remain several days as much as 
possible in that position. The operator visits him daily 
during seven days : on the first day, he spreads upon the 
wound a mixture of hot butter and of the pounded seed 
of the serv)al (Cypress) ; the following days he applies a 
dressing consisting of a poultice made of onions, of chiah 
(Absinthium Judaicum) and of butter, the whole pounded 
together, destined to prevent or diminish suppuration. If, 
on the seventh day, the wound is not quite cicatrized » 
the patient must be made to bathe his member in very 
hot sand. Hemorrhages are very rare, and in general the 
patient is quite healed by the seventh day. Accidents may 
however supervene : as was the case at Batna, in 1847, 
when a young Arab, clumsily circumcised no doubt, show- 
ed obliteration of the urinary meatus : a simple incision 
sufficed to restore the normal orifice. 

When the jdda has been cut off by the thahar ^ont of the 
assistants immediately wraps it up in a rag. After the ope- 
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ration, this bit of foreskin is deposited and left on some 
object or other, on a tree, a palm; an3rwhere in fact, in a 
garden, or perhaps on the back of some animal, an ox for 
instance, and the father of the circumcised makes a present 
to him of the object, or of the animal, upon which the 
jelda had been placed. — Such, in a few words, is this ope- 
ration, which I have described precisely as I have seen it 
practised in the South.. It is not necessary to speak of the 
shouts, or of the noise made by the surrounding crowd 
of natives to drown the cries of the child undergoing the 
circumcision**. • 

D'Noguis described another method as follows : — he 
witnessed it among the Arabs : " The apparatus consists 
in two bits of common string and a common knife, but 
with a keen edge... The operator seizes {with the thumb 
and forefinger of each hand) the outer edge of the fore- 
skin, and forcibly draws it forward, taking care that the 
mucous membrane does not lag behind the skin. An 
assistant, then, with one of the bits of string, fastens a 
knot which shaves the summit of the gland. A second 
knot is then made in the same way somewhat further 
back, and the operator with a single stroke of his knife cuts 
between the two. The first knot numbs the flesh to such a 
degree as to render the operation almost painless; both 
knots oppose the sliding back of the mucous membrane, 
which is very cleanly sectioned at the same level as the 
skin itself. The operator has ready at hand in an egg-shell, 
a mixture made of the pounded ashes of oleander and 
lentisk trees mixed with honey. This he spreads over the 
wound, after throwing backwards what still remains of the 
mucous membrane, and then trusts to nature for the ulti- 
mate cicatrization (i) '\ 

(i) Thise inaugurak. Paris, 1351, p. 59. 
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Methods employed by the Egyptians. The 

lamented D' Ernest Godard, who died a victim to medical 
science, describes as follows the methods employed by the 
Egyptians. 

^' The patient seats himself on the edge of the bed ; be 
leans a little backwards, but only very slightly so, in or- 
der that the blood may not stain the purses. Two assistants 
(I am speaking here of the case of adults) hold the thighs 
half-^bent and ^part from one another. The surgeon then 
completely uncovers the gland, by drawing the prepuce 
backwards. With the two individuals whom I saw opera- 
ted on, this stage of the operation was easy, but with a 
child it must sometimes be very dijficult, the preputial ori- 
fice being very narrow. When this is done, he takes a 
small probe of ivory on which he deposits a small quan- 
tity of saliva, and applies the point of this small probe to 
the middle and upper part of the groove of the base of the 
gland. The saliva is intended to facilitate the slipping of 
the prepuce upon the instrument ; he gently applies the 
point of the probe to the middle and upper part of the base 
of the gland, then he draws the prepuce forward again,lea- 
ving the probe in the same placc.For this stage of the ope- 
ration he proceeds thus. 

He applies the probe to the middle and upperpart of the 
base of the gland. He holds the instrument in his right 
band and is very careful to place it at the middle and up- 
per part of the base of the gland. Then he bears somewhat 
heavily on the probe so as to keep it in its place ; after 
which he draws the prepuce forwards again upon the 
gland, and upon the probe constantly maintained in its 
place. When this is done he takes a small steel compass 
and places it obliquely from behind forwards and from 
above downwards, so that when it is forcibly pressed it 
serves to guide the razor,and causes the cut to be made at 
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the same level of the skin and mucous membrane, and 
protects the gland against the ^dge of the razor. With the 
left hand, he holds the probe while stretching the prepuce 
and with the right hand he cuts off with a razor all that 
portion of the prepuce continued in front of the steel com- 
pass. He removes the compass, the skin shrinks back- 
wards ; the skin of the sheath of the penis and the mucous 
membrane are cut at the same level. 

The circular wound is then allowed to bleed for a short 
time. If the hemorrhage is too great, cold water is ap- 
plied : a quarter of an hour afterwards, Mehemet-Ali Bey 
brings it together with a small spring forceps; he leaves 
this duty to his assistants. 

He says that forty-eight hours are required for the re- 
union; now he follows my advice and alters the position 
of the small spring forceps. 

During the operation it is necessary to be certain that 
the gland is not compressed by the steel compass^ and that 
it is perfectly free behind . 

When the operation has been completed, and it has 
been allowed to bleed, it is found that the blood has infil- 
trated into the cellular tissue > which is gorged with blood 
and the reunion is thereby impeded. 

Mahomet- Ali Bey rightly asserts that if the reunion is 
effected immediately, extensive infiltrations of blood take 
place. As regards that, I again repeat that he is right; but 
these infiltrations may be avoided by sponging and wring- 
ing the small vessels, or by compressing them with a 
special small spring forceps. If the cellular tissue infiltrated 
with blood is allowed to bleed, it interposes itself when 
thus infiltrated, and renders the reunion in the first in- 
stance very difficult. 

I have seen the small spring forceps applied, but I have 
remarked that they are put on without the skin and the 
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mucous membrane being brought together with the ordi- 
nary forceps,and this presents great disadvantages ; in this 
case, instead of joining together the deep parts of the skin 
and mucous membrane, the epidermic surface of the skin 
is applied to the epithelial surface of the mucous mem- 
brane; this is very troublesome, as the reunion is not thus 
able to be effected. The operation, as performed by Me- 
hemet-Aly Bey in my presence, is rapid and skilfully per- 
formed. 

The inclination of the compass, placed in an oblique di- 
rection, is an excellent thing. Only the skin of the sheath 
is drawn too far forwards on the probe; the result of this 
is that, after the operation is completed, there is absolutely 
no prepuce. This is exactly the result which was intended 
it will be said; but this result is wrong, for the elongation 
of the penis during erection may be hindered. No doubt 
it may be advantageous for the gland to be uncovered, its 
anatomical constitution becomes modified, and it becomes 
less liable to contract diseases; but at the same time it lo- 
ses its sensibility, \vhichis a serious disadvantage. 

Regarded from the point of view of cleanliness, the ope- 
ration is advantageous, for it avoids the accumulation of 
matter in the groove of the base of the gland 

If too much of the skm is removed, the inconvenience 
which thence results is not so serious for the Arabs as for 
us. I believe I have remarked that with them the penis is 
-voluminous when in a state of flaccidity, and that it does 
not acquire a relatively large size when in erection; thus, 
with them, the evil would be less than it would be with us. 

If the preputial orifice is too narrow to allow the gland 
to be uncovered, the probe is introduced into the prepu^ 
tial cavity without laying bare the gland; the probe always 
being placed at the middle and upper, part of the base of 
the gland. 

H 
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We observe that it frequently occurs that the operation 
is performed slowly^ 

Mehemed-Ali Bey has operated in a very proper man- 
ner, but he has told me himself that the barbers proceed 
in a still more rapid way ; they cut off the prepuce with, 
incredible rapidity. 

On March 7*^ I saw at the Hospital "under Mehemed-Ali 
Bey's care, the two individuals on whom the operation , 
was performed on March 4*^ . The reunion was perfectly 
complete, but the one on whom I placed the small spring 
forceps has a considerable oedema of the penis.Fresh water 
will be applied to it. 

I asked Mehemed-Ali-Bey how it is that the barbers are 
so successful? He informed mc that when the operation is 
finished, they bring the skin and the mucous as close as 
they can together with their fingers, and they place linen 
bandages all round them for the space of three days. On 
the fourth day they remove all this, and replace it with 
linen bandages covered with ointment. About fifteen days 
arc required for it to be completely healed. 

In the case of an adult, it is not completely healed till 
the expiration of a month. 

I asked Mehemed-Ali Bey v/hy the Arabs do not have 
recourse to the surgeons, since the latter operate in a more 
skilful manner and the wound is healed more quickly? 

He told me that the barbers pay a fee to the govern- 
ment, and that if the surgeons were to perform this ope- 
ration the barbers would cry out that they were depri- 
ving them of what belonged to them. The physicians and 
surgeons do not pay any special tax on their profession. 

Monsieur Coulomb's barber explained to me how they 
perform the operation. 

An assistant sits himself down and the child on whom 
the operation is to be performed is placed upon his knees. 
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The little boy's hands are passed under his knees and held 
there by the assistant. The patient's position is similar to 
that of one who is about to be cut for the stone. The 
geniul organs are perfectly free. Sometimes the child's 
eyes are covered, probably in order that he may not be 
frightened and hinder the operation. 

Where the child is too small, the operator, in order to 
separate the prepuce from the gknd, applies his mouth to 
the orifice of the prepuce and blows fiarcibly . Where the 
prepuce and the gland are quite separated, he rubs the 
gland between his hands so as to stretch it, then he un- 
covers it by drawing the prepuce back behind the gland, 
and after this introduces a small round blunt piece of wood 
between the prepuce and the gland, seizes the prepuce 
with an instrument shaped like a compass and finally cuts 
oflF the prepuce in front of the forceps. 

The compass-shaped instrument is called Naltein. 

The small stick, I believe, is called El Marouet. 

Ashes are applied to the wound to arrest the efi'usion 
of blood. The barber who performs this operation told 
me that the wound generally takes seven days to heal. 



PhyBical advantages of Circumcision. The 

physical advantages of circumcision are undeniable, sinct 
it protects man from the numerous host of maladies which 
proceed from phimosis. It is not uninteresting to recapi- 
tulate them. 

Circumcision, when well performed in youth, ofiers the 
following advantages : 

(i) It will remedy the complete occlusion of the pre- 
puce, and all the disorders which result from it. 

(2) It will give to the preputial orifice, where too narrow 
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and too long, an easy opening tor the free passage of the 
urine. 

(5) It will put a stop to the wantof parallelism between 
the opening of the prepuce and that of the urethra. 

(4) It destroys the possibility of pruritis and of the excite- 
ments which instigate the child, before puberty, to 
shameful habits. 

(5) It will set aside to a great degree the troublesome 
eflfects of the insertion of the prepuce in its lower part, 
in the interior of the urethra, and will prevent the neces- 
sity of cutting the fraenum at a more advanced period if 
life. 

(6) It will remove the circumcised from the chances of an 
ioflammation, either acute or chronic, of the prepuce, and 
from the close adherences of the prepuce to the gland, 
resulting from repeated balano-posthites. 

(7) It will destroy congenital phimosis, and radically pre- 
vent the formation of bastard gonorrhoea, by hindering 
the continuance between the prepuce and the gland, either 
of the sebaceous matter, or of the virulent pus of gonor- 
rhoea, which may, by their prolonged action, produce 
ulcerations, one of the serious inconveniences of which 
will be to facilitate the absorption of these same matters, 
and to give rise to infections in the internal economy to 
which the circumcised maa is not exposed. 

(8) The contact of the gland deprived of the prepuce 
with the vaginal mucous membrane of a woman affected 
with whites, will not in any way be continued by this 
matter remaining between the prepuce and the gland, as it 
would in one not circumcised. 

(9) It will render calcareous and gouty deposits impos- 
sible between the prepuce and the gland. 

(10) At the period of puberty, when a more energetic 
vitality animates the organs of reproduction, it will prevent 
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the sad and painful symptoms of phimosis and paraphi- 
mosis, 

(11) By rendering these two maladies impossible, it will 
render impossible the inflammation and compression which 
inevitably result from them, and thus diminish the 
chances of gangrene and cancer of the penis, of which 
compression may be regarded as one of the proximate 
causes. 

(12) Syphilis is infinitely more rare among the circum- 
cised than among the uncircumcised. Suppose the existence 
of a chancre on the surface of the gland in the case of two 
men, one circumcised and the other not; in the for- 
mer, the chancre, entirely uncovered, and situated on the 
surface of a mucous membrane less absorbent, would 
yield to a course of treatment and dressing more readily 
than in the second. 

(13) The prepuce keeps up a heat in the latter which is 
favourable to the work of ulceration. The prepuce itself 
becomes inflamed and ulcerated. The ulceration has been 
seen to afiect in a manner the whole prepuce, and thus 
to produce circumcision by the wasting action of the virus. 

The ulceration of the prepuce, in turn results in the 
obstruction of the inguinal lymphatic ganglia. 

(14) The injection of the mucous membrane of the gland 
penetrates into the superficial lymphatic vessels which 
accompany the arteries and the dorsal veins of the penis. 
We may conclude firom this that probably the disorders 
of the gland will not so often result, as in those of the 
prepuce, in obstruction of the inguinal lymphatic gan- 
glions, especially where the preptice being removed, the 
mucous membrane of the gland, under the the influence 
of external friction, has acquired a density which renders 
it less permeable, and protects it from a great number of 
disorders. 
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(15) ThcreareaflFections of the prepuce, not unfrequent 
in men who have repeatedly had venereal chancres, such 
as hypertrophy and callousness of that organ, which cannot 
exist in thes^e who have been circumcised. 

(16) Syphilis, that great bodily complaint, which in mo- 
dern times has invaded humanity, oughtto attract our atten^ 
tion here. We have already mentioned the hurtful influence 
which the prepuce has on the development of that disor- 
der, now the excisioa of the prepuce which would be a 
means of preventing numerous syphilitic symptoms, has 
often been practised as a means of curing it in patients 
aflPected with syptulis. The accumulation of the sebaceous 
matter round the chancre is thus prevented, and the irri- 
tation which is the consequence of it. The healthy por- 
tions are thus not in contact with the irritant pus of the 
ulcer, which in cases of phimosis is a fresh infection and 
the inevitable, incessant cause of the reproduction of the 
disorder. By removing the prepuce, all these symptoms 
disappear. 

(17) After having sheltered the child from the enervating 
action of onanism, after having protected the adult from 
the ravages of syphilis, from seminal losses and also from 
detective conformations which may be an obstacle to the 
accomplishment of nature's design, by rendering the func- 
tion of coition painful and impossible, circumcision in the 
old man will prevent a great number of infirmities and 
disorders* 

When we consider the numerous advantages of circum- 
cision, and all the disorders from which it may be the pre- 
servative, it is impossible not to wish £3r its rehabilitation. 
When we see on the other hand the ravages of the depra- 
vity of morals of which it may be the preventive remedy, 
we are rightly astonished that modem times do not 
demand again thi§ institution of ancient days. The Catho- 
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lie Church has been very wrotig in replacing circumcision, 
the baptism of blood, with baptism by water, Jesus Christ 
and the Apostles being circumcised^ the first Christians, 
and even St Paul were so also, but later on only baptism 
by water was retained, and circumcision, one of the few 
good things of the Jewish religion, was rejected. 

Causes of tJie rejection of drctixnclsion 
by the Christians. Theologians assert that circum- 
cision was only the type of baptism, for the Apostle said 
** Qrcumcisi estis circumcisione non manufacto, in expo- 
liatione corporis carnis, sed circumcisione Christi, conse- 
pulti et in baptismo ". St Augustin went so far as to 
uphold that cirdimcision remitted the original sin of child- 
ren. It is true that later on St Thomas was of a contrary 
opinion, but circumcision had disappeared. And yet there 
was but little wanting for circumcision to become the 
distinctive mark of Christians, as it has continued to be 
that of the Jews, and as it has become that of the Mussul- 
mans. ** What in fact was required for that? " says our 
friend the erudite Paul de Regla in El Ktab (ou Its Secrets 
J^ r^y^wowr...., Paris, Georges Carri). It was requisite 
that primitive Christianity, represented by the Church 
of Jerusalem, having at its head one of the direct Apostles 
of Jesus, the Apostle Peter, should have triumphed over 
the Christianity preached by Paul and his adepts. Paul or 
Paulinism, overcome by the Church of Jerusalem, which 
continued to preach fidelity to the national institution, 
that is to say baptism by circumcision, this practice would 
have become universal, and Christians, Jews and Mussul- 
mans would have the same symbolic mark. 

The triumphs of Paul, preaching Christianity particu- 
larly among the Gentiles and Greeks, resulted, with the 
establishment of his doctrine, in the rcjcaion of the 
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carnal circumcision, which he had understood how to 
place far below faith in his letters to the Romans, to the 
Corinthians, to the Galatians, and to the Thessalonians. 

But while rejecting circumcision and replacing it by 
baptism, as Paul and the mystics of his time had inten- 
ded, the Western and the Greek Church preserved under 
the name of the " Circumcision of Our Lord '' the Festi- 
val which in the beginning was only the Octave of the 
Nativit. 

By separating at its commencement into two branches, 
the Greek branch, or Paulinism, and the Hebrew, or 
Christianity of Peter and the Church of Jerusalem, the 
new religion divided also into two acts of faith of two 
baptisms; the one, that of Paul, allied more closely with 
the practice of John the Baptist and the Essenes, the 
spiritual baptism by water; the other, that of Peter, 
holding stronger allegiance to its national and Jewish 
origin, the material baptism of blood, and the oblation 
of the prepuce. 

If in spite of every effort of propagation made in its fa- 
vour by the Church of Jerusalem, circumcision was driven 
back into its natural limits, the reason was that the in- 
stina of the other races, more probably than Paulinism, re- 
fused to accept and submit to it. If it had not been so, cir- 
cumcision, hke Christian baptism, would have invaded 
Europe and extended at the present day into the New 
World ''. 

We will add to this interesting dissertation only these 
few words. We may regret the triumph of Paulinism from 
the medical and hygienic point of view. 

Inconveniencies of Gircuxncision. Nearly 
every physician at the present day agrees as to the hygienic 
value of circumcision, and the considerable advantages it 
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displays from every point of view. A compatriot of the 
much -attacked Zola, the Italian physiologist Mantegazza, 
alone displays hostility to this practice- This is his argu- 
ment, as given in one of his numerous volumes {V Amour 
darts rHumanite) a work already quoted. 

Erroneous opinion of Mantegazza. ^^ The 

historians of Judaism have exaggerated the hygienic value 
of circumcision. It is true that the circumcised are slightly 
less predisposed to masturbation and lo venereal aflfections, 
but circumcision is above all a distinctive mark, and a cruel 
mutilation of the protective organ of the gland, and of an 
instrument of pleasure. It is a blood-stained protest against 
universal fraternity, and if Christ was circumcised, he pro- 
tested on the cross against all the signs which separate 
men. 

Dimerbroeck says that the prepuce increases the pleasure 
of the woman in copulation. That is why in the East they 
prefer the non-circumcised. *• Praeputium voluptatem in 
coitu auget, unde feminae praeputatls concubitura malum 
agere quani cum Turcis ac Judaeis ". 

I shall not venture to affirm this, because when the 
member is in erection, the circumcised penis and the un- 
circumcised penis are alike . In any case it would be for 
the woman to solve this delicate problem, and no one has 
ever uttered her opinion on that subject. I only know that 
among civilised people circumcision is an absurdity, and 
I, who am no antisemite, who have niuch esteem for the 
Israelites, who demand from no one a profession of reli- 
gious faith, I cry and always shall cry to the Jews : •* Do 
not mutilate yourselves ; do not imprint on your bodies an 
odious mark which distinguishes you from other men. As 
long as you bear it you cannot assert that you are our 
equals.For it is yourselves who, from the first day of your 
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life, proclaim yourselves by the knife a distinct race, which 
will not and cannot mingle with ours ". 

It is unnecessary to shaw up the emptiness and inanity 
of this rant. It is not with such arguments as these that we 
shall solve a medical question of the importance of cir- 
cumcision. 

How in the world has Dimerbroeckseen that the prepuce 
increases the pleasure for the woman in copulation? 
I have remarked exactly the contrary in the East and also 
in Senegal. All physiologists are aware that the cynic 
spasm is slower in comingin the woman than in the man. 
Now when the latter has a more or less accentuated phi- 
mosis, behind which is a gland with a more or less un- 
healthy sensibility, the ejaculation takes place quickly.The 
man has finished when the woman is beginning her plea- 
sure. On the contrary, in the circumcised, the mucous 
membrane of the gland is tanned, and less sensible. It 
needs a rougher friction, a more prolonged rubbing, and 
the coition is prolonged, to the great pleasure of the wo- 
man. As for the man, he does not lose, for he gains in 
duration what he loses in sensibility. I will give the proofs 
of it further on . 

Egotism must not exist in love any more than elsewhere. 
Arid if the circumdised man augments the pleasure of 
the woman, without injuring his own; if besides, lie is 
almost completely protected from maladies which assail 
the uncircumcised, the allegation of Dimerbroeck falls by 
itself. 

And regarding the eflFects of circumcision on the penis, 
if phimosis is in nine cases out of ten the caus^ of the 
smallness and exiguity of volume of the penis, circumci- 
sion on the contrary is a notable cause of augmentation 
of the volume of the penis, especially when it is performed 
at puberty. I believe that I am the first writer who has 
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pointed it out, and I copy literally what I have written in 
Untrodden Fields of Anthropology. 

Effects of Girbumoislon on the size of dr- 
cumcised Penes. ^' ••• remove a sufficiently ex- 
tended pad of flesh and skin, and the retraction brings back 
the. skin of the penis behind the crown of the gland, for 
one or two centimetres or less. It is known that at the 
period of puberty, considerable changfes are produced in 
the genital organ in the course of a few months. The tes- 
ticles quickly increase in size, and the penis rapidly- deve- 
lops. Consequently, when circumcision is performed at 
this period, when the penis develops, the gland being, in 
no way impeded, will assume its normal size. The cicatri- 
sation aided by the reparation of the loss of the skin and 
mucous membrane which has been removed, causes the 
largest portion of the penis to correspond with the circular 
cicatrice which results from the operatron.' Although the 
gland may be much developed, far more than in a penis 
with phimosis, when it is always more or less strangula- 
ted, it still remains slightly inferior in diameter to that part 
of the penis which, in its totality resembles, in the case 
of the circumcised negro and Arab, a fish with a round 
muzzle and a shon tail. It can be understood now why the 
negroes of Guiana call their penis a fish'\ 

Since these lines were written, I have found in the 
work of !> A- Kocher (la Criminaliti che^ les Arabes^ 
Paris, 1884) full confirmation of my opinion. In a report 
on a medico-legal enquiry, D' Dujardin Beaumetz, com- 
missioned to examine on a prisoner, a circumcized Arab, 
whether material lesions found on the penis might have 
been caused by a rape which he had committed, expresses 
himself as follows : '* As a matter of fact the prisoner had 
been circumcized Jong ago. The external pressure to 
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which the mucous membrane of the gland and foreskin 
are continually exposed, has the necessary effect of pres- 
sing down the former; this is a normal physiological 
effect upon circumcized persons, and it is easy to under* 
stand that it must be so in this case " 

Moral advantages of Circumcision. We can- 
not terminate our referencesto circumcision without bring- 
ing forward the statement of EK Vanier of Havre, who 
has been previously quoted, that this operation constitutes 
the surest and the only preservative against genital pollu- 
tion in childhood and adolescence ; therefore, according 
to him, it ought to be performed, since being so unim- 
portant in itself, it is so useful in its results, Vanier enu- 
merates the moral advantages of circumcision in terms of 
real eloquence. 

** There is one fact *\ writes this author (De laCircumci" 
sioH, p. 147) '* which has been observed, that tends to sup-' 
port our opinion, which is that according to our observa- 
tions, Jewish children are not inclined to onanism, like 
uncircumcised children, particularly in early infancy. 

Our idea has been confirmed by the evidence of several 
physicians; it will be enough for us to instance the cele- 
brated member of the Academy of Science, M. Lallemand. 
Another fact which is a counrer-proof of this, is that 
the Arab children who are not circumcised until the age 
of 13, do not enjoy the same immunity as Jewish child- 
ren, but are, on the contrary, generally inclined to the 
habit of onanism. 

Circumcision would be for onanism in the child what 
castration is for sexual pleasures in the adult. The ablation 
of the prepuce protects the child from the irritating action 
of that organ, as castration cools in the man the ardours of 
the flesh. . . 
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Circumcision jrealises among the Jews if not an infallible 
preventive remedy, at least the most efficacious preventive 
remedy: vaccination itself is not an absolute preventive. 

The greater rarity of onanism among circumcised than 
among uncircumcised children would not speak for it, 
were it not ahready presunaable; it is impossible not to be- 
lieve that young children especially are not preserved from 
this malady when the prepuce is no longer in existence, 
since in young children, onanism only proceeds from the 
habit which they contract of seizing the loose extremity of 
the penis* 

The gland being deprived of the prepuce, the extremity 
of the penis forms merely a compact mass which is less 
sensitive. 

By curtailing the prepuce, we diminish the chances of 
excitement in the child, since lascivious ideas are only 
awakened at the period of puberty. 

Tills institution, which belongs to a past so remote from 
us, we will not despair to see one day revived through the 
dread of fathers and mothers for th^ scourge of onanism, 
which will induce them to submit their children to a re- 
gular and safe operation. In the name of humanity we de- 
mand the return of an institution which appears only to 
have been kept up until our days among the Jews in order 
to prove to us its benefits ; we know with what a senti- 
ment of aversion those who are not Israelites always view 
this institution; they do so because tbey have not reflect- 
ed about it, because they are ignorant of its value. What 
the future holds in store for society, this preservative in- 
stitution or the ravages of that great disorder, God knows... 
But we implore Him, we who see, on one side, a terrible 
evil with its hideous train, and on the other, the pain of 
an operation followed by so many benefits that this pain 
ceases to be an evil, we imploreHim to arouse in all classes 
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of society that spirit of foresight which will make them 
submit children to a light, regular, clean and open wound, 
made, in a word, according to thje rules of good surgery, 
in order to prevent the ravages of that shameful plague, 
which is hidden, which saps the foundations of socletyi 
which gains in proportion as it is of long-standing. The 
wound of circumcision bleeds and heals, the wound of 
humanity, gangrened at its source in young organisms by 
the gnawing worm of onanism, grows inveterate and leaves 
behind it in the depths of society, elements of death which 
do not only gnaw the flesh and bones of the body, but 
which blast and corrupt the souls. If at the sight of so 
many evils caused by this normal poison which runs in all 
the arteries of the social body, our book may have the 
force of a cry,of an immense cry of alarm! but, alas! per- 
haps it will be received with indifference like so many 
others; it will be read and laid aside, and will be no more 
spoken of. Let no more be said about the book; be it so : 
our self-respect as author will willingly consent thereto, if 
the remedy it proposes be adopted. May we be able to see 
established by this means, if not absolute chastity, at least 
that aversion for those vilenesses, which would have such 
happy results for individuals, for families, for society. In 
pity for the Israelitish mothers, the social reason for cir- 
cumcision ought long ago to have been recognized. The 
fear of a greater evil is the only motive which can sustain 
them in the cruel trial which they have to undergo at the 
moment when they have just become mothers. Barely re- 
leased from the pains ofchildbifth, their heart is torn by the 
cries of their child. If henceforward the mothers see in cir- 
cumcision the preservative from a devouring evil, the 
pain which is caused them by the sufferings of their son 
will be for them one of those great necessities against 
which their mother's' heart steel itself whilst it bleeds. By 
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this title they will accept for themselves and for their 
children the trial of circumcision . 

The Christian mothers, to whom I cannot plead with the 
same force, not having a religious precept behind me» 
will reproach me with the brutality of the remedy. I may 
urge in reply the brutality of the evil, and say to them; for 
great evils great remedies are needed; but there are arrange- 
ments to be made with Science, which in our days has 
realised, thanks to the discovery of D' Simpson, the im- 
possible ideal of exempting patients from the pains of 
surgical operations. " 

Total circumcision of the skin of the pe- 
nis. Let us finish with circumcision, by pointing out a 
mode of operation, unique in the world; employed in Ara- 
bia. '* Near Djezan (Arabia) circumcision is something 
atrocious; it is performed on the adult, and his' betrothed 
is present. If he betray by a groan, by a gesture, by the 
least contraction of the muscles of the face, the horrible 
pain which he feels, his betrothed immediately declares 
that she will not have a girl for a husband. It is the case 
with the young man of being skinned alive, the hairy skin 
is torn away, and the penis is stripped in its whole length. 
A notable proportion of the male population dies from 
results of this operation. " (Fulgence VvQsnd, Revue des 
DeuX'Mondes^ 1838.) 

This curious practice is confirmed by Paul deRegla who 
has seen at Constantinople, in the hands of a Polish doctor 
in the Turkish Army service, an anatomical portion con- 
sisting of one of these penes, taken by the doctor from the 
corpse of a man sprung from a tribe near Aden. 

Infibulation. Infibulation is an operation which is 
practised on both sexes. In the case of boys, it consists 
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in holding the prepuce forward and flat, and passing 
through it a threaded needle, the ends of the thread are 
joined loosely by a knot. As soon as the edges of the pre- 
puce are no longer inflamed, the vegetable thread is repla- 
ced by another of flexible metal, which will not oxydise, 
such as gold or silver. The two ends are soldered together, 
and the operation is completed, for the thread cannot then 
be removed except with a file. The complete erection of 
the penis is prevented by the pain which ensues. 



Antiquity of Infibulation. This barbarous ope- 
ration is known from the earliest antiquity* Its object was 
to prevent either natural coition or masturbation. It ori- 
ginated firom the use which the Egyptians and Arabs made 
of it, like the priests of Persia, to preserve chastity. 

TheRomans were accustomed to infibulate children whom 
they intended to be singers, in order to preserve the fresh- 
ness and purity of the voice by depriving them of sexual . 
pleasures; the singersof the theatre were submitted to this 
obligation. Martial also reveals to us the use which certain 
Roman ladies made of it in order to assure themselves of 
the fidelity of their lovers. 

Celsus, after describing the manner of performing infi- 
bulation, says : ^* Infibulare quoque adolescentulos inter- 
dum vocis interdum valetudinis causa quidamcensuerunt". 
In obstructing the adolescentuli^ it was masturbation in 
particular which they wished to prohibit to them. 

Moreover, the Roman matrons who felt a repugnance 
at having this' operation performed on their children, 
whom they suspected of vicious tendencies, made them 
enclose the penis in a wooden case^ pierced with a hole for 
the passage of the urine. 
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The Ring of Chastity. According to D' Hayer 
{Anatomic des organes ginitaux) already quoted. 

** Cenain oriental monks who make a vow of cliastity, 
carried a very large ring in order to make it impossible for 
them to break it, and the more considerable the weight of 
the ring, the higher were they held in veneration; some 
of them could be opened with a key, but the key was 
deposited with the judge of the place. From whoever we 
borrow these details, says de Lignac, we must not regard 
infibulation any the less as a superstitious practice among 
the Orientals : it cannot prevent the desire, or the first 
sign which announces it; it cannot even prevent, since 
it must be said, the ringed men from satisfying their flesh, 
since the ring which encircles only tlie extremity of the 
penis, cannot prevent a kind of erection, and even the 
emission of the prolific liquid ; it can only prevent the 
intromission of the penis into the conduit of the woman ; 
in fact, it renders men chaste, if that virtue consist merely 
in their being deprived of the sexual act. " 

A xnasturbator infibulating himself. It is 

certain that infibulation completely prohibits the employ- 
ment of the hand in masturbation. DrPouillet, in his work 
on Onanism^ relates the story of a masturbator who had the 
courage to infibulate himself in order to cure himself of 
that baneful habit. 

*^ Dismayed at the baneful results of onanism by reading 
Tissot, and fearing that; he would not be able to resist on 
every occasion the temptations which he experienced, he 
conceived the project of totally cutting off his penis in or- 
der to render it absolutely impossible for him to indulge 
in masturbation : but he soon altered his idea, and inven- 
ted another means, less cruel and quite as ejScacious. After 
drawing the prepuce outwards, he pierced it with a nail 
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against a table, and fell down in a faint. When he recover- 
ed, he then passed through the still bleeding holes a 
thread steeped in camphorated brandy (as is the practice 
when the ears are pierced). When the holes were healed, 
he drew out the cotton thread, and passed through them 
a brass wire, the ends of which he bentwith a pair of pin- 
cers into the shape of a horse-shoe so that the gland should 
not be compressed, in such a manner that they encircled 
the small portion of the prepuce beyond each opening,and 
thus rendered the wire solid. The young man wore this 
ring during fifteen years without experiencing the slightest 
inconvenience ** 

The results of infibulation are not always so mild as in 
this case. Demarquay has pointed out that the constant 
irritation of the infibulated prepuce favours the di^velppment 
of cancer of the penis. Mars reports a curious case : a pa- 
tient had been infibulated by a woman; during four or 
five years he wore two little gold padlocks passed through 
the prepuce, and when he came to consult Dupuytren he 
had the prepuce considerably swollen, hard, and cancerous. 

Here is the observation in extenso, taken from Demar- 
quay {Maladies chirurgicales du Pints). 

Cancer of the prepuce, caused by very 
prolonged irritation. Some years ago, Dupuytren 
was summoned by D' Petron to M. N... head of one of 
the most important manufacturies in France. The latter, 
then aged about fifty, of a good and strong constitution, 
had had for a long time an abundant fetid discharge from 
the extremity of the penis; he urinated only with difficulty 
and pain; the prepuce, considerably swollen, was firm, 
hard and ulcerated in different places. The stricture situa- 
ted at the entrance, the swelling and induration, were the 
obstacles to the passage of the urine. 
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So for the case displayed nothing but what is frequently 
seen; but that which attracted attention and surprise at 
once, was to find the prepuce pierced and even traversed 
here and there by openings and channels covered at their 
mouth and in their interior with a perfectly organised 
cutaneous tissue. 

Before proceeding further,and particularly before attempt- 
ing anything, Dupuytren wished to know the cause of the 
mischief and the nature of the perforations which he saw 
before him. He then learnt that the patient, while still 
young, had made a journey and a stay of several years in 
Portugal ; that there he had formed a connection with a 
young woman, lively^ passionate and jealous ; that this 
young woman with whom he was desperately smitten, had 
soon acquired absolute empire over him, and that in the 
midst of the transports of a reciprocal love, he had felt one 
day a slight prick on the prepuce ; but that re-assured and 
diverted by the caresses of his mistress, he had not even 
looked to see whence the disagreeable sensation which he 
had just felt, had arisen. It was only on leaving her arms 
that he had found his prepuce enclosed with a little golden 
padlock, of artistic workmanship, the key of which she 
retained. 

However disagreeable, inconvenient and even humilia- 
ting, this precaution must have appeared to a man, the 
young woman turned to so much account her reasons, 
her caresseSv her protestations of love and devotion, that 
she not only contrived that he was not angry, but that he 
did not remove the padlock, and she succeeded in almost 
inducing him to regard it as an ornament. She did more; 
she obtained his consent that the padlock should be re- 
newed each time that the skin dirough which it passed 
became altered. M. M... passed four or five years in this 
state, and during that time he wore one or two padlocks 
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hung to his prepuce, while his mistress carefully kept the 
key of them. 

Was the degeneration of the prepuce to be ascribed to 
thi$ singular^ this extraordinary practice. Petroz and Du« 
puytren had no hesitation in thinking so. In fact, the num- 
ber of infibulations, which were not less than twenty, the 
drawing of the prepuce by the weight of the padlocks, and 
the efforts to stretch it caused by erections, appeared to be 
causes more than sufficient to bring about this degenera- 
tion; and what concluded the proof that this had been the 
cause of the disorder was that M. M... from the date of 
his return from Portugal, had not ceased to have the pre- 
puce irritated, swollen, and painful. 

There was no room to hesitate ; the obstruction of the 
penis was cancerous or ready to become so. It was necessary 
to remove that portion of the penis under penalty of seeing 
M. M... 's indisposition continue, or of seemg him perish 
one day of cancer of the penis. The prepuce was entirely 
removed by a kind of circumcision. The patient's wound 
was dressed, and he was placed under the care of Sanson 
who, in less than three weeks, brought the wound to a 
perfect cicatrisation ". 

Mutilation of the Gahiraguls of India 

D' Callas in his unpublished translation oi the Jurisprudence 
MidicdU Indienne of D' Chevers, gives some curious details 
regarding the seet of Cahiraguis (men who have no pas- 
sions) of India, whose extreme intemperance and shame- 
less morals have been described by the Abb6 Dubois. They 
carry filthiness to the most inconceivable deptli (Hke St 
Labre), eating all manner of foods, drinking all manner 
of drinks. In order to destroy in them the sexual passion, 
they take the precaution, a long time before they appear 
in public, of attaching to the virile organ a pretty heavy 
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weight, descending to the ground and gradually increased; 
they drag this weight every day with effort, and pretend 
that they thus weaken the muscles and render them inca- 
pable of performing their function. 

Artificial hypospadia of the Australians. 

Mantegazza (FAtnour dans rHnmamti) relates that accor- 
ding to the different accounts of travellers, the Austra- 
lians have succeeded in producing an artificial hypospadia 
in order to prevent fecundation. 

** Edward J. Tyre {Journal of Exp. of Discov. into 
Central Australia) learned in 1845 that the natives of the 
Fort Lincoln peninsula or of the western coast, not only 
were not circumcised, but that they underwent a more 
serious operation, which he describes thus : ** Fenditur 
usque ad urethram a parte infera penis "• He says further 
on that this operation is performed when they are between 
13 and 14 years of age, and that all the men whom he 
examined displayed the marks of it. He adds that perhaps 
it is a wise disposition of Providence to limit the popula- 
tion in such an arid and barren country. In a work (The 
Native Tribes of South Australia) written by several authors 
on Australia, we find this Malthusian urethrotomy descri- 
bed: *' Operationem hoc modo perficiunt : os Walabii 
(Halmaturus) attenuatum per urethram immittunt illudque 
ad scrotum protrudunt ita ut permeat carnem. Scindunt 
dein lapide acuto usque ad glandem penis... " 

At page 251 of the same work, we read the description 
of this operation given by the missionary Schurmann : ^* It 
is an opening of the urethra from the top of the penis to 
the scrotum, made with a sharp point of quartz; I have not 
been able to learn the cause of this strange mutilation. 
When they are questioned, they answer: " Thus our an- 
cestors used to do, and thus must we do. '* 
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S. Garon describes on page 272 the customs of the Aus- 
tralians of the Dieyrie tribe, and says that they practice the 
operation called Kulpi. It is performed when the beard is 
long enough to be tied. The member is placed on a piece 
of bark; the urethra is cut with a sharp piece of flint, and 
a hit of bark is placed on the wound so that it may not 
close. The men who are thus operated on may go entire- 
ly naked before the women, while the others must cover 
themselves. 

Miklucho-Maclay says that this operation is called mika 
in Central Australia, and he describes it thus, according to 
the notes colleaed by a squatter who was long established 
in that country. 

These mutilated men may also marry. In order to uri- 
nate they squat down like women, slightly lifting up the 
penis. It appears that, on the contrary, the Australian 
women urinate standing up. 

In erection, the member thus operated on becomes wide 
and flat, and, during coition, the sperm is ejaculated out- 
side the vagina, as a number of Europeans have been able 
to assure themselves. Miklucho believes that coition must 
last for a shorter time (?). . 

The squatter told Miklucho that for 300 men who are 
operated on, only 3 or 4 men are found with the mem- 
ber intact, and that they are entrusted with the preserva- 
tion of the species. ' 

When sending these first notes to the Anthropological 
Society at Berlin, Miklucho added that Malthusian hypos- 
padia was a custom not only in Southern and Central Aus- 
tralia, but also among the Australians of Port-Darwin. He 
had been told however that some of those operated on had 
legitimate children (?) Some natives of the North- West 
coast made partial holes in the urethra in order to dilate 
its orifice and increase the pleasure in accoupling Later on 
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Miklucho made other communications confirming and 
elucidating his previous ones. He learnt from M. Kotsch 
that the miib Js only performed in order that they may 
not have too many children, and that the weak men in 
particular are submitted to the operation. It is not then 
merely a simple restriction of vitality, but it is also an 
attempt to improve the race. From rime to time, the wives 
of the men who have been operated on yield themselves to 
others in order that they may have children. What Kotsch 
says, applies to the natives of the river Herbert near Lake 
Parapitshuri.. 

The operating knife is of quartz, and the handle of the 
thickened juice of the grass-tree. 

Miklucho learnt later from P. Joloche that the Austra- 
lian Nasiro, who live between the rivers Riper and Nichol- 
son, on the west coast of the Gulf of Carpentaria, circum- 
cise their children at the age of fourteen, and at eighteen, 
split their urethra with a splinter of quartz or a sharp shell. 
As we have already said, they prevent the wound from 
closing. When the member is healed, it resembles a large 
button. The men who are thus mutilated are able to have 
connection, and the women prefer them for that reason. 
Tobische adds that they mutilate the robust men in parti- 
cukir. 

Instance of a mutilation of this kind ob- 
served by the Author. I have met with \a native of 
Santo (New Hebrides) who had a hjrpospadia of this kind, 
performed at puberty by the Takata (the sorcerer-doctor). 
Widi a splinter of quartz he had split the urethra from the 
gland to the root of the purse. On the wound had been 
placed a strip of bark enveloping the penis, round the 
chewed herbs which covered the wound. 

The native who displayed this curious mutilation, in- 
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formed me that he was not the only one, and that it hap- 
pened frequently enough, and it was performed by the 
Takata on those subjects who were pointed out by the 
chief. The Neo-Hebridean race is originally Australian, 
They are nearly pure black Melanesians. 
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CHAPTER X 

MUTILATIONS AHD iMPUTATIOHS OF THE GENITAL 
APPARATUS WHOLLY OR IN PART 



Mutilation of the penis for a criminal objea. — Carious observation : 

mutilation of the penis by a convict's teeth, followed by the mur. 

der of the victim. 
Mutilation for a religious object. 
Surgical amputation of the penis. 
%A, Partial ampuution : — two interesting observations* 
B. Total ampuution of the penis. 
Means employed, x^^ the cutting instrument, 2*^ the ligature, y^ linear 

crusher, 4it galvano-cautery, 5»*> the actual cautery. 
Method and different processes employed by surgeons. Cases of oper- 
ations performed. 
Physical results of the ampuution of the penis. Peep despondency 

of the unfortunate persons who have lost their penis. Deaths and 

suicides. 
Ablation of the testicles, or castration. How eunuchs are made in the 

Soudan. Complete mutilation of prisoners in Abyssinia, Voluntary 

castration tor a religious object. 
Complete mutilation of the genital parts in the case of a soldier. Penis 

found in the stomach of a dog. 
Surgical castration. Mode of operation. 
Sacrifice to Venus too well peiformed. The priest castrated in spite of 

himself. 



Mutilations and amputations performed 
on the genital apparatus ivholly or in part. 

From time immemorial, man has mutilated himself, or has 
mutilated his fellow-man, in obedience to the most opposite 
motives : vengeance, pleasure, lust, or religious sentiment 
carried to an extreme through fear of transgressing the 
divine laws. We must therefore distinguish between the 
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two chief motives, i** the criminal motive v^^ the religious 
motive, to which it may be proper to add, 3"* the neces- 
sity of surgical intervention to save the life of the patient 
by the excision of a degenerate organ. 

These mutilations or operations may affect the penis 
wholly or in part, or one of the testicles or both at the 
same time» or finally the whole of the genital apparatus 
completely removed level with the pubis. 

Amputation of the penis. Demarquay, in his 
Maladies chirurgicales du penis, after describing cancer at 
length, devotes 82 pages to describe with abundance of 
details the different methods employed to perform this 
operation, and gives in support some very curious obser- 
vations. 

Here we shall be much shorter and sum up the ques- 
tions in a few pages; satisfying ourselves with borrowing 
from Demarquay some of the most typical of his observa- 
tions. 

Let us begin first with the mutilations performed by a 
criminal hand. 

Mutilation of the penis for a criminal 
object. When the penis has been totally divided for a 
criminal object, there is naturally nothing more to be done, 
but division injures a large portion of the cavernous bodies 
only, surgical science is in a posftion to-day fb preserve 
the organ, and is able even to render it qualified for copu- 
lation. A wise and prudent rule imposes the duty of pre- 
serving the fragment in front of the division, provided that 
fragment is not cold and purple. The following fact, 
observed by Artaud and communicated to the Surgical 
Society, constitutes a fair example of recovery in such a 
case. 
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** P. R... aged 39, was in the company of a woman 
who nursed a project of vengeance against him; she 
armed herself with a very sharp instrument with which 
she dealt him a rapid and violent blow on the penis which 
was then in a state of erection . A large wound was the 
result, injuring at least two thirds of the sheath of the 
penis, the right cavernous body and nearly half of the left 
cavernous body, and the whole depth of the urethra. The 
dorsal vesseb of the organ, and the left cavernous artery 
were divided ; the division took eflfect at a centimetre before 
the pubis and the root of the purses. The anterior part of 
the penis was only held by a neck composed of the skin 
which had escaped and by the half of the right cavernous 
body, the artery of which probably remained intact. 

The wounded man dragged himself with difficulty to 
his home, which was close at hand. D' Dobeski, who was 
summoned immediately, ascertained that there was consi- 
derable hemorrhage which did not yield to the styptics 
which were employed, and did not cease until after a syn- 
cope which lasted more than two hours; under the 
influence of some cordials the unfortunate man slowly 
came to himself. 

D' Jossand (of Rochefort) saw the wounded man the 
next day : the penis was ecchymosed, ccjd, much swollen, 
without feeling when touched, almost completely detached 
from the pubis. The hemorrhage was arrested by large 
lumps of clotted blood which filled the spaces between the 
hps and the retracted edges of the wound. They tried to 
reunite them : the largest clot of blood was removed 
Scorn the wound, and an attempt was made to find the 
vessels, but without success. They were not fortunate in 
seeking for the orifice of posterior division of the urethra, 
by a probe introduced through the urinary meatus or 
directly into the wound. They were satisfied by making a 
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suture at separate points, which brought the teguments 
together and fitted together more or less exactly the two 
ends of the cavernous bodies and the urethra. 

This first operation had singular results ; the parts did 
not fit together exactly. Although the similar parts were 
not placed in contact, the reunion of the two parts of the 
penis was effected, but in such a manner that the penis was 
contorted on itself, and that the gland faced the abdomen 
on its lower surface, that which bears the fraenum of the 
prepuce. Undoubtedly the remaining portion of the caver- 
nous bodies was twisted on its axis; at least the mesial 
raphe described a spiral line, successively downwards, to 
the left and upwards. 

The separate cicatrisation of the skin entailed a separate 
cicatrisation of the ends of the cavernous bodies and the 
separation of the two ends of the urethra. The orifice of 
the anterior division disappeared at the level of the solu- 
tion of continuity. This defective reunion, and the.se 
changes of direction, took several days to accomplish; they 
recognized the cause of it in their being unable at the 
first to place a probe in the canal of the urethra. 

However it may be, the patient lived for two months 
with such an intense dysury that he was never able to 
completely empty his bladder through the narrowed open- 
ing of the posterior division of the canal. Since the acci- 
dent, the urinary meatus had not allowed passage to a 
single drop of urine; micturition became more and more 
difficult,and the retention threatening to become complete, 
the patient came to Rochefort on May 29*** , to claim the 
attention of M. Artaud, who observed the following par-, 
ticulars; a cicatrice situated before the penis and the scro- 
tum occupies more than half the circumference of the 
penis; at its centre, on the raphe^ a fungous elevation, 
from the top of which oozes a clear urine, drop by drop. 
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The hypogastrium is raised by the distended bladder. 
When the need to urinate becpmes pressing, the abdomi- 
nal muscles violently contract ; the face becomes anxious, 
and a filiform jet of urine, directed downwards and to the 
left, escapes from the elevation, and during this time, the 
portion of the canal situated behind swells through the 
accumulation of the urine in a supplementary pocket form- 
ed at the cost of the scrotum. 

On exploring the penis with a pointed instrument, it 
was observed that sensitiveness had disappeared in all the 
left half of the canal, the gland included, and increased on 
the contrary in the right half and behind the cicatrice. The 
testicles are voluminous, and as resistant as in any other 
man's in the flower of his age, and yet, since the accident^ 
there has been neither erection or ejaculation. 

The patient, fatigued by the journey, is emaciated and 
in great pain, and has decided to undergo anything to 
relieve himself of an ill, which, according to his own 
expression, " .is bringing him to despair and death **. 

After a very clever operation, the retention of urine was 
cured, and the urethra was restored by an ingenious auto- 
plasm. The operation was performed at the end of May, 
and on Dec. 15*^ the day of the last examination, the ure- 
thral fistula was completely obliterated, and the urine 
flowed in a continuous stream. A prick made with a pin 
was felt the whole length of the gland and the penis. The 
patient had had two pollutions; he relates with marked 
satisfaction that he had had the most complete sexual 
relations with his wife. 

Mutilation of the penis by the teeth of a 
convict, followed by the xaurder of the vic- 
tim. This was a case of erotic vengeance of one pede- 
rast upon another. The case occurred at Cayenne in 187... 
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I did not see it, but I read the proceedings of the 
Council of war summoned to condemn the guilty 
party. 

Betwen two convicts, L... and B... there existed one of 
those depraved connections of which the hulks afford so 
many instances.L. . . was a stout youth of 23 , well equipped, 
as it appeared, on the genital side, and the man. B... aged 
40, formerly a cashier, was employed in the Office of the 
Administration and devoted the few pence which he earn- 
ed to paying for tobacco and drinks for L... But the lat- 
ter was an inconstant lover, deserted his friend, and took 
another. B... was furious, and wishing to avenge himself, 
obtained from L... a promise to meet him at night in a 
thicket situated a few hundred yards from the transporta. 
tion camp. 

What passed between these two abject beings ? L... was 
found the next day, half naked, with his throat gaping, and 
his body riddled with the stabs of a knife. According to the 
medico-legal report the genital organs presented the fol- 
lowing appearance. 

** The teguments of the penis are exactly divided in 
front of the pubis at the place where these teguments quit 
the penis to be continued with those of the abdomen and 
scrotum. This division is fairly regular and, nearly circu- 
lar. The penis, stripped of all its cutaneous covering, is 
cut behind the gland. This is not a clean cut like that 
made by a sharp instrument . It is unequal, as though it had 
been bitten^ and could not have given passage to a large 
quantity of blood. The stump, formed by the remaining 
portion of the cavernous bodies and the urethra, has a 
length of about 3 centimetres. It shows traces of bites and 
tearings absolutely similar to those found in cases proved 
by science when the penis has been cut and torn by the 
tooth of a vicious horse. 
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What confirms us in our opinion is that at the begin- 
ning of the purses^ there is found a wide and deep circular 
excoriation,ahnost entirely cutting the skin of the swollen 
purses, which display in places the mark of nails or of 
teeth. There is an effusion of blood in the left portion of 
the scrotum. The two testicles, notably the left, are much 
contused, and appear to have been the object of violent 
pressure with the hands, and of bites with the teeth. It has 
been impossible to find the amputated portion of the 
penis, in spite of minute researches **. 

Before the Council of War the accused maintained that 
after a violent scene, L... struck him, and that he had 
made use of his knife to'defend himself,, that after he had 
delivered the first blow, he '^ saw red '', and had struck his 
adversary mechanically all over the body. 

After this he had taken to flight, and he mainuinedthat 
the wounds on the genital parts had been inflicted by a 
large dog, which had been attracted by the sound of the 
struggle, and had tried to bite him, and that the corpse 
of his unfortunate friend (sic) had probably been mutilated 
in thb way. 

But the murderer's comrades, to whom he had declared 
before this, ** that he would like to eat L...'s p... '*, 
put the military justice on the right track, and. the Govern- 
ment Commissioner in the address for the prosecution sup- 
ported the theory that B..., having proposed a labial pol- 
lution to L... which was agreed to by the latter, suddenly 
bit off L...'s penis behind the gland, while with his two 
hands he violently squeezed his scrotum and testicles. L. .. 
fell down £iinting from the pain, and B... took advantage 
of this opportunity to cut his throat, and complete the mu. 
tilation of the genital parts. According to the prosecution 
he must have proceeded to the last outrages on L...'s still 
palpitating body. It appeared that on the anus and on the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^40 THE ETHNOLOOY OF THE SIXTH SENSE 

thighs of the victim were found traces of sperm. B. . . was 
guillotined. The autopsy showed that he displayed every 
characteristic of a passive pederast, but that he was never- 
theless provided with a well-developed genital apparatus. 
The penisy which was injected before being dissected, was 
19 centimetres long by 4 or 5 wide. 

Mutilation for a religious objeot. It is very 
uncommon for the penis to be removed for this object 
without the testicles. We will examine this question further 
on. 

Surgical amputation of the penis. This may 
be partial (A)^ or complete (£)• 

A. Partial amputation of the penis. This is 
performed in order to limit the progress of a cancerous 
affection. Whenever this affection has made its first appea- 
rance in the t^[uments surgical science has been averse from 
proceeding at the first to total amputation ; and it is neces- 
sary^ in such a case, to keep in mind what Lisfranc says 
regarding Superficial cancers which are believed to be deep; on 
the dorsal surface of the penis and following its axis the 
carcinomatous growth is incised from the front backwards, 
and from one extremity to the other; the incision is made 
by small cuts as far as the covering of the cavernous bodies: 
if they are degenerate^ the amputation of the penis is pro- 
ceeded to, but if they are hesdthy, they are preserved: the 
two sides of the tumour are retroverted, and it is dissected 
so as to remove it completely. 

After this operation an anaplastic can be performed it 
required, and, as Marchinette did, a sheath may be again 
supplied to the p^enis at the expense of the skin of the pur 
ses. If the gland only is affected, only that would be remov- 
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ed; although it affects the erectile tissue, this ablation does 
not abolish the genital functions. We give an instance of 
partial amputation of the penis, due to Soul& (of Bordeaux). 

** A man, aged 30, had a tumour the size of a fist at the 
extremity of the penis, it was unequal, convex, and dis- 
played grayish ulcerations at different points, showing an 
abundant ichorous suppuration and some hemorrhage ; 
besides there were several intermescent ganglia in the 
two groins, and very severe pains; the patient requested 
that it should be amputated. M. Soule being assured that 
it was composed of several tumours closely pressed one 
against the other, in the middle of which he was able to 
detect the canal of the urethra, excised the different lobes 
of the tumour ; the gland underneath was healthy. Caute- 
risation with acetic acid, made at several points where de- 
generation seemed ready to develop anew, completed the 
•'cure*'. 

'^ In the following case, Boisson performed amputation 
with curved scissors- and retained the prepuce, which was 
healthy, Obs. CXXX. Central balanic cancer. Gland cut 
and prepuce retained. Speedy cure. 

X... bom at Avignon, retired mechanic, aged 50, was 
admitted into the<Saint-Eloi hospital, at Montpellier, in 
the month of May 1845. He stated that he was affected 
with a stricture situated at the extremity of the canal and 
resulting from cauterisations of the urinary meatus. He 
had had several Menorrhagias, and different herpetic affec- 
tions, after which a running from the urethra, confined 
apparently to the navicular fosse, had troubled him, and 
for this he had exhausted the ordinary means of science, 
including numerous cauterizations with nitrate of silver; a 
swelling) with induration, appeared at the anterior extre- 
mity of the gland and contracted the urinary meatus, where 
the introduction of a metallic probe, which caused pain, 
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revealed the existence of very evident, bat limited, uneven- 
nesses. The probe, pushed a little fiirther, remained free, 
and its point touched onty a smooth and natural mem- 
brane. The intranirethral vegetation and the swelling of 
the walls of the meatus, necessarily occasioned a consider- 
able difficulty in the emission of urine, which was only 
ejected with pain, and by numerous and divergent jets. The 
swelling, limited at first to the end of the gland, had gra- 
dually seized the rest of that part of the gland, and the 
induration had become general. Bruises, painful twinges, 
an increase of size not resulting from the erection of the 
penis, a change of colouration, a scirrhous resistance, all 
agreed to prove a cancerous invasion, the approaching 
spread of which to the prepuce and cavernous bodies it 
was easy to foresee. Specific and resolvent medicaments 
being of no efficacy to check the progress of the disorder, 
an operation evidently became the only resource; it was 
proposed to the patient, who refused and appeared despon- 
dent. The fear of being deprived of virile functions and 
signs prejudiced him to the highest degree, and caused him 
to persist in his refusal to be operated on. He only agreed 
to it when M. Bouisson gave him the assurance that the 
generative functions could still be exercised, and besides 
that the preservation of the prepuce would hide the seat 
of the operation, and leave to the organ its natural appear- 
ance. 

Buisson,having drawn the prepuce backwards, so that the 
crown of the gland was entirely free, seized the txtremity 
of the penis with Museux's forceps; then, standing on the 
left of the patient, who was in bed, in a position of dorsal 
decubitus, he excised the gland with strong curved scis- 
sors, the concavity of which was directed forwards. As a 
very small extent of the walls of the canal of the urethra, 
1 or 2 millimetres at the most, still displayed a slight in- 
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duration, this portion was fixed with the forceps, and then 
taken away with a second cut of the scissors, without the 
sheath of the penis being injured. Only a very moderate 
hemorrhage on the whole resulted from this cutting, which 
the contact with cold water was sufficient to stop. A probe 
of india-rubber ^zs inverted in the canal, and the prepuce 
was brought forward so as to cover the wound.No accident 
impeded the results of this operation, which ended in a 
complete cure, at the expiration of fifteen days. Erection 
took place without difficulty, the emission of urine encount- 
ered no obstacle; the shape of the penis was almost pre- 
served, and the patient felicitated himself on having kept 
hb virility '\ 

Total Amputation of the Penis. This is the 
transversal section of the penis on a level with some point 
ofitsaxis.lt may be performed by means of, i** the cutting 
instrument, 2"^ by the ligature, 3^** by the linear crusher, 
4<h by the galvano-cautery, 5*** by the actual cautery. 

I. Amputation by the cutting instrutnent. We shall describe 
here the ordinary method employed by surgeons. 

Before proceeding to the operation,the skin of the pubis 
is shaved, and all the genital parts are carefully washed 
with water containing bi-chloride of mercury. The bistou- 
ry and the other instruments are rendered aseptic, and also 
all the dressings and linen. This is mentioned once 
for all. 

It is an important matter to preserve exactly the neces- 
sary quantity of skin. If the sheath of the penis is pushed 
too far backwards, a roll of skin will remain projecting 
beyond the surface of the section of the cavernous bodies ; 
if, on the other hand, the teguments are drawn too far for- 
wards, the inconvenience is more serious, for there docs 
not remain enough of the skin to cover the cavernous bo- 
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dies,theextremity of which is then uncovered, and projects 
beyond the cutaneous section, 

In order to avoid these two inconveniences, the operator 
grasps with the left hand the penis, the sheath of which he 
draws slightly forwards^ while an assistant draws this en^^ 
velope towards the pubis. The skin being suitably arranged, 
the penis is cut transversely with a single stroke from above 
downwards. The two dorsal and the two cavernous arte- 
ries are immediately tied. As to the hemorrhage proceeding 
from the erectile tissue, it is stopped by compression or by 
astringent powders, and in case of need by perchloride of 
iron. In exceptional cases, recourse is had to cauterisation, 
which is however an untrustworthy styptic. To prevent 
the obliteration of the urethra which has been preserved, 
a probe is introduced within, and is fixed to the ban- 
dage-fenestrated linen cut in the shape of a Maltese cross 
and steeped in glycerine, long and narrow compresses, the 
whole kept together by aT shaped bandage. Treat the 
wound with the new^antiseptic treatment. 

Modifications proposed t6« the ordinary 
process. A great number of modifications to the ordi- 
nary process have been proposed in order to obviate cer- 
tain inconveniences. We are acquainted with the processes 
of Boyer, Delpeche, Bouisson, Roux, Schroeger, Langen- 
back, Barthilemy, Ri^zoli, Smyly, Ricord, Erichsen, 
Earle, Ghirini, Thomas Teale, and lastly of Demar- 
quay. 

We will not enter into the details of these processes. We 
shall be satisfied with quoting two observations of opera- 
tions performed; one with Bouisson's process borrowed 
from that of Delpeche, which is the most curious, and the 
other from Demarquay himself. 
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Delpeche's process modified by Bouisson. 

In this process^ when the penis is cut at its insertion in 
the pubis, the scrotum is opened from the front backwards, 
and the two halves of this envelope are joined together in 
such a way as to enclose each testicle in a separate pocket. 
These two organs thus remain separated by a slit, at the 
bottom . of which the urethra opens. Lallemand perform- 
ed it in 1844 ^^ ^^^ Saint'Eloi Hospital with great suc- 
cess. 

From the year 1855, Bouisson (of Montpellier), per- 
formed this operation anew with several modi6cations. 

Cancer of the ivhole of the penis. Ampu- 
tation of that organ. — Mesial incision of 
the scrotum. Formation of a distinct bag 
for each testicle. X..., aged 50, a skin merchant at 
Toulon, born at Abrie (Hautes-Alpes) entered the Saint- 
Eloi Hospital at Montpellier, on Feb. 2**^, 1855. The disor- 
der which necessitated his journey to Montpellier consisted 
in an enormous mass of ulcerated vegetation situated on 
the prepuce, the gland, and the sheath of the penis. 

A fetid ichor, tinged with blood, oozed from the sur- 
face of this mammilated tumour, hollowed with unequal 
and deep anfractures.The colour of the tissues was grayish 
in certain points and reddish at the periphery. Shooting 
pains traversed the tumour, the considerable resistance of 
which displayed, at certain points, an almost cartilagi- 
nous hardness. 

The penis, reduced to a kind of neck, formed by a weak 
portion of the cavernous bodies, was capped, as it were, 
by this morbid, efflorescent growth, and preserved its 
flexibility only in the neighbourhood of the pubian sym- 
physis. 

The patient had had several syphilitic complaints which 
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had been met with a suiuble treatment. No syphilitic 
symptom co-existed with this alteration of the penis^ in 
which, on the contrary^ all the characteristics of cancer were 
collected, both as regards the appearance itself of the 
lesion and with reference to the evidence gathered by 
microscopical examination. The cellules reckoned to be 
cbaraaeristic, were in fact found in a special exploration. 

The disorder, developed while the patient was residing 
at Toulon, had lasted for more than a year; it had dis- 
played obtinacy to several local and general treatment3, 
even to iodide of potassium. The operation^ which seemed 
to oflFer the only chance of safety, was performed on 
March 15^, 1855, in the following manner: 

The patient, placed on the bed as for the operation of 
cystotomy, was put under chloroform. A mesial incision 
parallel to the raphe of the scrotum, divided it in its 
whole length, from the base of the penis to the perineum. 
This incision was prolonged as far as the canal of the 
arethra,which was found to be thickened and indurated as 
far as the bulb; the two halves of the scrotum and the 
testicles having been held apart by the assistants, the better 
to isolate the base of the penis, a stroke of the bistoury, 
ishaviug the pubis, inclining downwards and backwards, 
removed that organ and the cancerous tumour, so that 
the surface of the incision of the cavernous bodies and 
especially of the canal of the urethra were placed deeply in 
the groove, resulting from the mesial section of the scro- 
tum. 

The divisions of the internal pudic artery were tied, as 
was also one artery of the dartos; then each half of the 
scrotal pocket was brought together by the anterior and 
posterior .^es, so as to form a separate covering for 
each testicle; numerous suture stitches served to hold to- 
gether the special re-covering given to each seminal gland. 
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SO that the contraction of this new scrotum should take 
effea towards the inguinal canal. 

Lastly, a probe was introduced into the canal of the 
urethra, and fastened by strips of cotton, which were 
attached themselves to a band of the same material passing 
by the anterior portion of the thighs, and brought over 
circularly above the pelvis. 

The general appearance of the new arrangement assi- 
milated the shape of the scrotum to that of the vulva, at 
the bottom of which was the orifice of the canal of the 
urethra. 

The patient was placed in bed, with the thighs bent; 
the knees raised, and the double scrotum supported with 
lint, a portion of which was introduced into the fissure 
of the scrotum. The next day, by means of suture stitches, 
the urethral mucous membrane was fastened to the sur- 
rounding skin, and brought by slipping to the circumfe- 
rence of the urethra; but as suppuration was shown it Was 
impossible to obtain a union of the cutaneo-mucous mem- 
brane. However, when the patient recovered, he urinated 
easily by slightly parting the two halves of the cutaneous 
pouch. He could remain standing up, or crouch down 
like a woman, to emit his urine. 

2"^'y Amputation by ligature. A. silver probe is introduced 
into the urethra, and the gradual section performed by 
means of a string passed round the organ behind the tu- 
mour. In the published observations the section has been 
completed, according to circumstances, at the end of one, 
two, three, or four days. This method has been adopted 
in order to avoid hemorrhage, and to diminish the pain of 
the operation. At the present day the* fear of this no lon- 
ger exists, through the employment of general or local 
anaesthetic agents. 
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Graefe, of Berlin, performed amputation by ligatufe in 
the following case : 

** A man, aged 29, affected with a venereal ulcer of the 
gland, first had recourse to a mercurial treatment which 
caused the complaint to quickly disappear; but it appeared 
again a few months after, and resisted all the means em- 
ployed to subdue it. The ulceration extended from the 
side of the urethraandfrom the prepuce* successively invad- 
ing the third of the gland, and penetrating to' the middle 
of the navicular fosse. The patient w^as a prey to a mercu- 
rial fever, but the ulcer continued no less its progress. At 
length, at the end of a year, he came to undergo ablation 
of the affected part. M. Graefe performed it by means of 
the ligature. He introduced a silver probe into the urethra, 
then he compressed the penis immediately behind the 
crown of the gland with a tightly drawn ligature. The 
patient endured this operation with the greatest compo- 
sure.. No accident occurred; the same evening the part 
situated in front of the ligature was void of feeling, and 
the band could be drawn tighter without causing pain. On 
the second day, the diseased ponion was removed, and 
the probe withdrawn. Recovery was so rapid that the 
patient was able to leave Berlin at the end of a month *'. 

jrdiy jffiputation by the linear crusher. This apparatus, 
invented by Chassagnac, consists of a metallic chain, which 
cuts through the tissues, without opening the sanguine 
vessels, as the bistoury does. 

An indiarubber probe with thin walls is introduced 
into the urethra. With a lancet-shaped needle, solid and 
sharp, the penis is tied closely below the point where the 
section is to be made^. The chain of the crusher is applied, 
and the section made on a level with this neek. The end 
of the probe is seized with the forceps, the needle is with- 
drawn, and the probe is fastened. This method displays se- 
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veral advantages according to Chassagnac; prevents hemor- 
rhage, and the retraction of the teguments ; lessens the 
chances of phlebitis and prolonged suppuration; secures 
the permeability of the urethra through the previous 
introduction of the probe. 

Demarquay's opinion of this mode of operation is as 
follows : ^* Regarded in its performance, this process 
appears to us to be far from meriting the praise due to its 
asserted simplicity, and if crushing is an advance upon 
ligature, it is inferior on all grounds to amputation by the 
cutting instrument; besides, on several occasions recourse 
has had to be made to the bistoury to complete the opera- 
tion. I give the fallowing fact as an instance ''. 

Epethelial carcinoma of the Penis. The sub- 
ject of this observation, affected with epethelial cancer of 
the prepuce and gland, is a very aged man. The affection 
dates from eleven years back. According to M. Paget, the 
patient underwent an operation for phimosis four years 
ago, and this disease appeared since then, without the pa- 
tient being able to say if it was in existence for a longer 
period. M. Paget decided to perform the ablation of the 
penis by n^eans of the crusher, by passing the chain be- 
tween the urethra and the spongious body, so that the lat- 
ter might be left longer than the stump of the penis. It 
was almost completely divided by the instrument; but, as 
is sometimes observed, it was necessary to have recourse 
to the bistoury in order to complete the operation. The 
time taken to perform the ablation of the penis, in this 
case, by means of the crusher, was nearly half an-hour. 

4^^^^ Amputation by Galvano-cautery. Latterly this mode of 
operation has been applied to amputation of the penis (Lu- 
lewier, Bryant, Amussat). The principal advantage which 
it seems to afford, is the suppression of hemorrhage . 
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A case of epithelioma of the penis in which Amussat 
performed amputation by galvano -cautery is here given. 

A baker, aged 46, ull and very muscular, observed, in 
May, 1 89 1, a swelling with induration of the right side of 
the gland. The patient*s usual doctor successively em- 
ployed emollients, applications of tincture of iodine, and 
later on when the affection was making progress, cauteri- 
sations with carbolic acid and monohydrate nitric acid. 
Towards the middle of 1S92, the gland having considera- 
bly increased in volume, the subject was obliged to re- 
nounce sexual delations. 

At the beginning of August, 1893, Amussat ascertained 
the existence of an epithelioma completely invading the 
gland, and partly the border of the prepuce. The penis was 
not' affected behind the gland nor, did any neighbouring 
ganglionar obstruction exist. The amputation of the penis 
being agreed to by the patient, was performed in the fol- 
lowing manner : the patient lying on a bed and placed 
under chloroform, a probe of moderate calibre was intro- 
duced as far as the bladder. Amussat grasped the penis 
below the gland, together with the diseased part of the 
prepuce, in the handle of the galvanic cutter, which was 
moderately tightened. The apparatus was placed in con- 
nection with a Prouve*s battery, and the ampuution took 
place without any flowing of blood. The operation com- 
pleted, the probe was fixed and closed with a peg. 

The results were very simple; eschars produced by the 
handle of the galvanic cutter fell off at the end of twelve 
days; the cicatrisation was complete at the end 'of six 
weekj?. 

/*^*y Amputation by actual cautery. This method is not 
practised so to say. It has nevenheless sometimes been 
performed, especially by Bonnet of Lyons. 
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Partial amputation by means of tlie cau- 
tery. B... aged 35, entered the hospital on the 10*** 
Nov., 1848, to be treated for an affection of the penis which 
had lasted for three years. At his entrance- to the hospital, 
the penis was in the following condition. A large ulcera- 
tion^ 4 centimi&tres wide each way, occupied the upper 
portion of the penis, on a level with the union of the pre- 
puce and the gland. The canal of the urethra was intact. 
The surface of this ulceration, unequal in shape, displays 
a reddish grey colour and scirrous granulations which 
invade the anterior third of the penis; the edges of ulce- 
ration are turned back, its base shows a remarkable hard- 
ness; if it is pressed, a whitish liquid oozes out, which has 
not the appearance of pus or mucus. The pains are violent 
and shooting. 

On Nov. 2i»S Bonnet decided to perform the partial 
amputation of the penis. After preparing a chafing-dish full 
of cuticular irons, the patient was placed under chloroform; 
Bonnet, grasping the penis in one hand with a pair of 
Museux*s forceps, held in the other a cuticular cautery, 
which he drove perpendicularly to the axis of the penis, 
into the healthy part, 3 centimetres from the pubis. The 
cutting of the skin and fibrous body necessitated the appli- 
cation of three red-hot irons; a fourth completed the am- 
putation, which was finished without hemorrhage. Appli- 
cation of cold compresses on the wound. 

The tumour, when removed, was of the size of a large 
nut; if it was incised, it sounded under the scalpel like 
scirrhus, and displayed a cancerous oozing when pressure 
was applied at two opposite points. The gland appeared to 
be healthy, but the cavernous bodies, which were intact 
at the edges nearest to the skin, were infikrated with can- 
cerous nutter in their middle and central parts. 
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On the 22"^, no fever, eiasy slumber, difficulty in uri- 
nating. 

On the 24*, third day, the patient urinates better. 

On the 25***, cold compresses tire him. Lint coated 
with cerate. 

On the 8'^ of Dec. all the eschars fall oflf. 

On the 16'^, cicatrisation nearly complete. Retraction 
of the cavernous bodies. Projection of the urethra in front. 
Easy emission of urine. The patient departs fully satisfied 
with the result obtained. 

Gonseciuences of amputation of the penis. 

Demarquay also sums up the complications which may 
result after the amputation of the penis. 

**Ofour 134 cases ofcancer ofthe penis, we havefound 
30 in which the results ot the operation have been shown. 
Some have been observed during the course of treatment, 
the others at a period more or less distant from recovery 
from the operation. 

A. During the course of treatment there has been no- 
ticed. 

1. Hemorrhage twice 

2. Tetanus once 

3. Erysipelas of the penis three times 

4. — -^ with gangrene of 

the scrotum twice 

5. Gangrenous erysipelas of the penis and 

scrotum twice 

6. Urinous infiltration and gangrene. . . . twice 

7. Momentary stricture of the urethra. . . five times 

8. Phlebitis and purulent infection. ..... none 

9. Disappearance ofthe inguinal obstruc- 
tion twice 

B. After recovery from the operation. 
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1. Retraction of the stump once 

2. Retraction of the orifice with fistular 

abscess of the stump once 

3. Obstruction of the inguinal ganglions. six times 

4. Return of the disease eight times 

5. Generalisation of the affection once 

6. Aggravation of the general state twice. 

Profound despondency of the unfortunate 
persons \irho have lost their penis. Deaths 
and suicides. The physical results of the amputation 
of the penis are not then very dangerous. The same cannot 
be said of the moral results. Those writers who have 
treated of the amputation of the penis, say that it is not 
uncommon to see those who have been operated on seized 
with a profound melancholy, and even succumb to it. Du* 
puytren instances a patient who implored him to leave 
half at least of his penis, znd who died four days after reco- 
very. Cheliens has seen a young man die of grief, in 
whose case the amputation had been perfectly successful. 

Richerand had amputated the penis of a certain indivi- 
dual; the operation had been a perfect success^ and the 
cicatrisation was completed ; he was on the point of leav- 
ing the hospital, when his wife, who had been acquainted 
with his recovery without being told at what a sacrifice it 
had been obtained, came to see him. When she learnt about 
the operation, she fell into a violent passion, abused him 
rouncUy and made him feel so bitterly the fuH extent of his 
loss, that he fell into profound grief, and the same night 
displayed the symptoms of a continuous ataxic fever, to 
which he succumbed the third day. 

Richerand says he has observed that all the men who 
have lost their penis nourish,during^ the time of their treat- 
ment and after the healing of the wound, a feeling of 
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melancholy, which renders them eminently disposed to 
fevers of a bad character. He say that these men never re- 
cover their joyous disposition, retaining the melancholy 
feeling of their loss, and that nothing can soften the bit- 
terness of their regret; he has observed the same thing in 
old men, to whom the part which they had lost had long 
been useless. Several have been led to suicide; a patient 
at the Charity Hospital having kept the small quantities of 
opium which were given him to soothe his pains, and ha- 
ving thus collected about a gramme he took it all at once, 
which caused his death. 

But all patients (luckily for them) are not so unhappy. 
The instance is given of the brother of the celebrated Buf- 
fon. Demarquay, in his 134 observations, does not men- 
tion one case of suicide. It does not prevent the unhappy 
persons who have lost the organ of love by amputation, 
being given to whoring, as the saying is. 

Ablation of the testicles or castratioii. 

Castration, emasculation, eunuchism^ is the suppression of 
the virile parts, that is to say the testicles ; but this castra- 
tion is not sufficient to completely deprive the eunuch of 
the pleasures of an imperfect love, and in complete cas- 
tration, the whole genital apparatus is removed nearly level 
with the pubis. Castration by friction of the testicles. This 
kind of eunuch called thlibioi by the Greeks is made by 
plunging the purses of young children into hot water to 
soften them, 'and then rubbing the testicles violently with 
the hand, at the same time twisting the spermatic canal. 
An orchitis is consequently produced, which brings on a 
sclerosisy resulting in atrophy of the organ. The merit of 
this operation consists in the patient's life being less in dan- 
ger than when a sharp instrument is used. 
To such miserably creatures is entrusted the guardian- 
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ship of the Seraglio in the East. In Italy they are made sin- 
gers in the Sixtine Chapel, and are called castrati. To the 
honour of our race such mutilations have never been prac- 
tised in France, except in particular cases of hatred or fe- 
rocious jealousy. Besides our Penal Code has never been 
tender towards castrators. The Code of 1791 gave the pe- 
nalty of death only. In the actual Penal Code the penalty 
is hard labour for life, and death if the victim dies before 
the fortieth day (Article 315). 

Nevertheless the crime of castration, if it is brought 
about and provoked by a violent outrage against modesty 
may be considered as justifiable wounding or homicide 
(Art. 32s). 

Ho\ir eunuchs are made in the Soudan. In 

the second part of this volume I shall give a history of 
castration and describe the moral and physical condition 
of the unhappy creatures who have been deprived of the 
delights of paternity and the pleasures of love. For the 
present I shall be satisfied with saying a few words as to 
the manner in which this barbarous operation is perform- 
ed. 

The Italian traveller, .Panceri, relates how the monks of 
Gisgeh and Lawy-el-Dyr,near Synt in Upper Egypt, castrate 
the little black slaves imported from Sennaar and Darfour 
in order to make guardians of Harems of them. The ampu- 
tadon is complete. It is made nearly level with the pubis 
with a knife; the place is cauterised immediately by pour- 
ing boiling oil upon it, and the victims are then plunged 
into warm sand. It appears that about 60 to 70 0/0 of the 
little blacks thus operated on die . 

Complete mutilation of prisoners in Abys- 
sinia. It is only a few years ago that it was the sad cus- 
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torn in Abyssinia to deprive the unfortunate men who 
were conquered of their genital parts : the conqueror de- 
prived his adversary of the proofs of his virile courage in 
the following way. Each soldier, after having been first 
undressed, was laid on his back and held on the ground 
by five Abyssinians (one at the head and the other four at 
the arras and legs). The operator, armed with a kind of 
yataghan, or at a pinch with an ordinary sabre, makes a 
fold of the skin on a level with the navel, incises it, cuts 
it out in the shape of a thong in the direction of the geni- 
tal parts, widens the strip in proportion as he approaches 
more closely to them, tind shaves them completely off in 
their turn with two strokes of the weapon, on to the 
right atid the other to the left. In order to stop the rapid 
and abundant hemorrhage boiling butter is poured imme- 
diately on the large gaping wound, and this apparently 
has a wonderful effect, for not more than six out of every 
ten operated on die. Assuredly, if the Negus of Negus^ the 
magnanimous Menelik, had nt)t abolished ^ this atrocious 
custom^ the Italian prisoners at the battle of Adowa would 
have passed, as the saying is, a bad quarter of an houfy 
and few of them would have returned to the country 
where the orange tree grows. 

Voluntary castration for a religious ob^ 
Ject. There is a Russian sect, the Skopzis, who mutilate 
themselves or have themselves mutilated, with the object 
of not sinning any more. We refer the reader to the se- 
cond part of this volume, where we give complete details 
regarding this sect, which continues, as it appears, to 
make proselytes in Russia. I believe that it would not 
have much success in France. 

Voluntary castration for a patriotic ob- 
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j6Ct. This mode of castration has been pointed out for 
the first time by D' A. Corre, Fleet-surgeon, in his ma- 
gisterial work (Ethnographie criminelW — Reinwald, Paris, 
1894) after the work of our old comrade Luro (Annam). 
** A patriotic old man, Cranly-Nguyen Cao, suspected 
by our Resident, arrested and taken before the king-Iuoc 
(Vice-roy) tore out his navel with his huge nails. Conduc- 
ted to the Citatel prison, he cut off half of his tongue with ' 
his teeth and spat it out. The next day he was found to be 
blind; he had torn out his eyes with his nails. He was 
compelled to push his martyrdom further. He wanted by a 
new and more horrible mutilation to disclose the fact that 
the cause for which he was suffering was outside himself. 
When an Annamiie wishes to point out that he is suffer- 
ing the consequences of a fault which is not personal to 
himself, which concerns his country, or his family, or his 
chiefs, or his king, he adopts a strange proceeding, — he 
makes an attempt on the organs of his virility. Cranly- 
Nguyen-Cao tied to a stake one of the ends of the rope 
which hung to him, and propping up his legs, he attemp- 
ed mutilation by tearing out; it was not complete, but a 
terrible wound was a testimony to his desire to accomplish 
it. What a heroism in despair did this series of acts attest, 
displayed in the course of a week, and which the prisoner 
tried to terminate by letting himself die of hunger! " 

Complete mutilation of the genital parts 
in a soldier. Penis found in the stomach of a 

dog.Demarquayclassesthisobservation under, ^* Wounds 
through bitesand tearings*', while expressing his doubts, 
for the wound by its cleanness appeared to have been made 
with a sharp instruments. 

" P. L. R. a private in the i** Regiment of Zouaves, 
aged 30, powerfully built, of slight intelligence, brutalised 

17 
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by drink, was brought to the military Hospital at Dey, on 
Jan. 2"* i860, at half-past seven in the evening. Two 
hours previously, some Zouaves of the same regiment, 
attracted by a rumour, had picked him up dead drunk 
and bathed in blood, against a railway embankment, 8 ki- 
lomfetresfrom Algiers. They were unable to give any account 
of the outrage of which R... had been the victim ; they 
had heard it said, at the spot, that a large dog had de- 
voured their comrade's genital parts. They added howe- 
ver that his trowsers, stained with blood and faeces> 
were fastened with one button, above the wound, so as 
to conceal it at first sight. 

The penis was completely divided at i centimetre and a 
half from its root; the mesial portion of the scrotum, as 
well as the two testicles were completely cut oflF. The 
wounds were of a remarkable regularity. The two lips of 
the scrotal division appeared to face in a straight line. 
There was no hemorrhage. (Ammoniated and etherated 
draughty cold compresses continually on the wounds sinapisms to 
the legs). 

Jan. 3"*. The intoxication has disappeared. R... is per- 
fectly aware of his condition; he replies clearly to ques- 
tions, but he declares with an air of doubtful sincerity, 
that he remembers nothing. The whole time there is no 
hemorrhage; a thin clot of blood covers the stump of the 
penis; no bruise, ecchymosis, excoriation, scratch or mark 
of teeth or claws; no trace or mark of any contusion or 
violence round the wounds, on the lower part of the belly, 
or on the upper part of the thighs. (Nothing is said of the 
state of the buttock or the anus). — Cold lotions continued; 
acidulated drinks, repose, a probe permanently introduced into 
the bladder. 

Jan. 4** . Apart from the swelling of the stump of the 
penisand the inflammatory oedema of the cutaneous sheath. 
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the patient is tolerably well. In the evening a little fever; 
pulse full> face injected and turgescent. R... is agitated 
and restless, complains of frequent painful erections; the 
parts are in fact much congested and strained; the urine 
flows between the urethra and the probe, as much as 
through the probe itself. Its incessant presence in the 
wounds has changed their appearance unfavourably. 

Jan. 5*^ and 6^K Small gangrenous fragments are detach- 
ed from the grayish pultaceous surface of the stump. 
The probe, thought to be an irritant, is removed. Dressing 
ceased in order to avoid any compression. {Frequently re- 
peated embrocations of camphorated cerate on thick linen to the 
wounds^ in order to keep them as far as possible from contact 
with the urine). By this means, assisted by diet, by emol- 
lient and antiseptic fomentations, by antispasmodics to 
the interior, the cicatrice gradually recovers its normal 
condition. 

Jan. 20"* . The two lips of the scrotal division are per- 
fectly joined at the urethral orifice; a small spongious 
tongue is tumefied, and forms a stopper which obstructs 
the emission of the urine; it is checked by cauterisation. 
R... is discharged *'• 

Remark (The stomach of the dog when opened conuin* 
ed a considerable quantity of undigested couch-grass, some 
remains of raw flesh, and portion of the unfortunate R...'s 
penis. The gland and its crown, 3 centimetres of the penis 
and the prepuce, formed one single fragment, the skin of 
which was regularly divided. 

Demarquay thus comments on this fact : ^^ Regarding 
this observation, although the penis was found in the sto- 
mach of the incriminated dog, a medico-legal question 
occurs which I cannot help raising. However, if we con- 
sider on the one hand the absence of contusions and tra- 
ces of bites round the wound; on the other hand the 
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regularity of the surface of the division : lastly the inte!* 
grity of the portion found whole^ and not gnawed and in 
fragments in the stomach of the dog, it may be asked if 
the latter was really the delinquent. If this is answered in 
the negative, the existence of a homicidal hand must be 
admitted, and it must consequently be concluded that the 
wound on the penis was made with a sharp instrument; 
the symptomatology would seem to be in harmony with 
the etiology. But we must proceed ". 

For our own part, there is no doubt about the matter. 
The soldier R.... was mutilated by some one unknown. 
The proof lies in the two testicles which were cut off and 
were not found again. As for the penis, it must have been 
thrown to a dog which was prowling about in the neigh- 
bourhood of the tragedy, and which swallowed it greedily 
without masticating it. This is the only way of explain- 
ding the cleanness of the cuts. The mutilator hiust have 
thrown away, or carried off^ the testicles. What is surpris- 
ing, is the healing of such a horrible wound occurring in 
about three weeks. 

Sizrgical Castration. We give the account of this 
operation according to the Manuel des maladies des votes 
urinaires etdes organes gMtaux {chzf. XIV), by G. Delfan« 
Paris, 1889. Ocuve Doin. 

Definition. The ablation of the testicle, performed 
by the surgeon for a therapeutic purpose^ will be our only 
consideration. 

Indications. These are very limited, and the surgeon 
may only propose castration in certain well-defined cases; 
when the testicles are invaded by a cancer, an encondroma, 
advanced cystic disease, or advanced tuberculisation* In 
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these cases, the disease demands ablation on the one hand, 
and on the other no injury is done to the generative func- 
tions of the patient, for it is but the removal of an organ 
which has been already destroyed by degeneration; we 
may add that one testicle is left for the functions of repro- 
duction. 

Ciontra-indications. If the prosute is included in 
the tuberculous affection; if the iliac and lumbar ganglions 
are invaded, in the case of cancer^ the operation does not 
attain the object proposed, and it must therefore be relin- 
quished. It must be rejected as being at the same time 
powerless and harmful if the testicular tuberculisation is 
complicated with pulmonary phthisis, or if the cancer has 
already involved cachex}'. 

Preliminary attentions. The part must be shav- 
ed previously. 

Instruments. The foUowings instruments will be 
laid on a table in an order which allows the assistants to 
pass them to the surgeon without hesitation according as 
he requires them : straight and convex bistouries, scissors, 
forceps, forceps for ligatures, tentaculum, needles and 
thread for suture, sponges, lint, compresses, bandages, 
carbolised water, chloroform, etc. 

Anesthesia. The operation being very painful, anes- 
thesia by chloroform must always be practised, provided 
that no contra-indications exist which usually compel the 
surgeon to relinquish it. 

Assistants. — Three assistants are necessary : one 
to administer the chloroform, another to hand the instru- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



362 THE ETHNOLOGY OF THE SIXTH SENSE 

ments and different articles; the third holds himself at the 
disposal of the surgeon to sponge up the blood, to keep 
the string apart, etc. 

Position. The patient is placed in the dorsal decubitus 
position on a table, the height of which must be convenient 
for the operator. 

Position of the Operator. He stands on the pa- 
tient^s right, whichever may be the testicle to be removed. 
In some cases it may be an advantage for the operator to 
place himself between the thighs of the person operated on. 

Operation. It comprises three periods : i** the isola- 
tion of the tumour, 2"^ the cutting of the cord, 3''the 
dressing. 

i*^ Isolation of the tumour. Stretching the teguments with 
the left thumb and index finger, the surgeon, with a con- 
vex bistoury held in the right hand, makes an incision 
extending from the upper edge of the inguinal ring to the 
naost dependent part of the scrotum. 

Having made this incision, he proceeds to the dissection 
and extraction of the tumour. 

An assistant stretches the edges of the wound, and draws 
the teguments in proportion. When the tumour is not 
adherent to the purses, the separation is very easily per- 
formed; in the contrary case, the dissection is more mi- 
nute, and the surgeon will be careful on the one hand not 
to leave any fragments of suspected tissues at the deepsur- 
£ice of the teguments, and on the other hand not to make 
them too thin, in which case they might become gangre- 
ned. If the tumour is voluminous, care will be taken be- 
sides not to injure the cavernous bodies of the penis. When 
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the tumour is detached, the surrounding tissues are only 
held by a neck, that is» the cord. 

2^ Division of the cord. It is made transversely with the 
same bistoury. 

The ligature is drawn to various heights according to 
the condition of the cord in the particular case. If it is 
formed in a mass^ including the deferent canal, it will pre- 
cede the division of the cord» which may escape the sur- 
geon's reach by its retraction. This process has inconve- 
niences; it is better riot to include the deferent canal in 
the restriction : then this conduit is isolated, it is cut with 
one stroke of the bistoury, the upper end retracts, the neck 
which includes only the vessels is tied. 

^^Dressit^. Jt is the immediate union which gives the 
most rapid success, and which ought to be preferred. Bouis- 
son, with the idea of favouring it, formulated the follow- 
ing rules. ** During the operation, preserve only the neces- 
sary quantity of skin, and prolong the incision very low; 
tie all the vessels with great care, and, directly after their 
division, form the ligature in a mass of the vascular por- 
tion of the cord, so as to have but a single string at the 
stump of the latter; bring all the ligature threads outside 
the wound by drawing a needle straight through the skin, 
and bringing the hand in such a manner that the knot 
remains alone in the wound; bring together directly the 
edges of the wound by intersecting suture stitches, make 
the joining deep by a second suture placed beyond the 
first; suppress any other dressing, and prescribe cold appli- 
cations on the scrotum. Immediately on the joining the 
recovery is completed, generally in a few days. 

Sacrifice too ivell performed to Venus. The 

English journal, Tk Lancet ^ relates under this heading 
the story of an Englishman, aged 45, a widower, who took 
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a young girl for his second wiie, and not beipg able to 
perform his duties as husband on the first night of his 
marriage, completely removed his genital organs in his des- 
pair. The unhappy man, a prey to melancholy, wished in 
this way^ it is said, to terminate hb life. 

The priest caetr&ted in spite of himself. 

Beroalde de Verville relates two short stories about cas- 
tration. The' Chaplain of an English lady had himself cas- 
trated because people thought that he had ** worked *' her. 

Macrobe In our times there was a Breton priest who 

had^a icptx so offensively long that at length, plagued with so 
much evil, he revealed his story to a young man who ad- 
vised him to go and see the doctor of the Garden. The 
unhappy ecclesiastic went there. The patient being before 
the surgeon, he told of his malady. Then the master exa- 
mined him, and found that he was greatly gangrened, so 
much so that it was necessary to cut it : to which he had 
great trouble to persuade the afflicted man, who at length 
fearing that he would die, abandoned his poor thing to the 
razor. When he was ready for the execution, the surgeon 
asked him what was his condition . And when he answer- 
ed that he was a priest, then the master made the cut 
quite closcj ^nd spared naught. And when Master Priest 
cried, he said : There, there, it's all the same; it is just as 
well as you have no use to make of them ! ". 

'-* And, when our friend Gerard cut it off a singer of 
Saint-Gratien*s,who afterwards regretted it : '*Go,he said, 
it will come again **. {Moyen de parvenir). 

Beroalde de Verville also tells an anecdote of that big devil 

whose b s they cut off; but that big devil was made of 

wood. 
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CHAPTER XII 
APPARATUS OF GENERATION IN THE WOMAN 



It comprises a double apparatus as in man. 

A, The emittive, tiansponive, receptive apparatus. 

B, The apparatus of copulation which receives the sperm of the male 
and serves to place it in contact with the feminine germ. 

Parallelism between the male and female geniul apparatus. 
Anatomical division of the apparatus of the woman into external and 
internal genital organs. 

A, Bxternal genital organs orVuWa. Mons Veneris. Labia 
Majora. Nymphae. Clitoris, Vestibule of the vulva. — Urinary mea- 
tus. — Orifice of the vagina and hymen membrane. Navicular 
fosse. 

"B, Internal Genital organs. Vagina. Bulb of the vagina. Ure- 
thra. Vessels and nerves of the vagina. Hymen. Examination after 
Tardieu of the difierent forms of the hymen. 

Fringed hymen. 

Uterus or womb. Means by which it is fixed. Its shape and struc- 
ture. The long ligaments. Round and utero- sacral ligaments. 

Ovaries. Yellow body . Shape of the ovaries . 

Ovisacs or vesicules of Graaf . 

Ovule. Rupture of the ovisacs and fall of the ovule. Fallopian tubes. 

Double Apparatus of Generation in Wo- 
man. The apparatus of generation in woman comprises, 
as in man, a double apparatus. 

A. The emissive, transportive, receptive apparatus of the 
femininegerm. — B. The the apparatus of copulation which 
receives the sperm of the male, and serves to place it in 
contact with the feminine germ. 

The first includes, i*^ the ovaries, the organs which pro- 
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duce the ovules, and the uterine tubes which serve to con- 
duct the latter to the interior of the womb. 

2"*^ the womb (uterus) devoted to gesudon, and on the 
walls of .which the egg fecundates, takes root, develops and 
resides till the moment when the new being is in a condi- 
tion to exist of its own power. . 

The second includes, i*^ the vagina (€umus of the La- 
tins) intended on the one hand for copulation, and on the 
other for the expulsion of the product of fecundation, 
2°^ the vulva, or vestibule of the vagina, an organ of sen- 
sibility, intended to afford passage to the penis of the male 
at the moment of accoupling, and to the foetus during 
child-birth. 

Parallelisin of the male andfemale genital 
apparatus.The apparatus of the woman which, at first 
sight, is so different from that of the man, has been, never- 
theless, marvellously fumbhed to answer its object, the 
procreation of a beingsimilar to those who haveengendered 
it, and each of its organs corresponds to an organ of the 
male apparatus. In fact. 

The Genital Apparatas 

Of the Wooan Of ib« Mm 

Ovaries correspond to Testicles. 

Pavilioo of the oviduct .... — Seminiferous canal . 

Womb or uterus — Seminal vesicules. 

Oviduct or pubis — Spermidua canal. 

Excretory conduits > - | Ejaculatoiy canal. 

Vaginal glands ) — ) 

Gitoris — Penis. 

Labia majora and Nymphae. — Scrotum. 

Anatomical division of the Geieiital Appa- 
ratus of theWoman. For facility of description,ana- 
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tomists have divided the genital organs of the woman into : 
A, the external genital organs, and B^ the internal genital 
organs. 

We will first describe the former. 

J. External genital organs, or vulva. 

The whole of the external genital parts of the woman are 
designated under this name, and include the following or- 
gans. 

I*' The mons Veneris, and the Labia majora. 

2°* The clitoris, and the nymphae. 

3"* The vestibule, the urinary meatus, the vaginal ori- 
fice, the hymen membrane and the navicular fosse. 
The vulva, door, or vestibule of the vagina, presents the 
appearance of a funnel-shaped and elongated ring, surround- 
ed with a border of hair. The ancients, according to 
Hayer, delighted in attributing a value to the general ap- 
pearance of this orifice as a sign of virginity; thus, they 
said, in virgins that the hair was curly, while it was 
turned from each side in those who had sacrificed to 
Venus. 

Mount of Venus, and labia majora. The 

mount of Venus is the most exterior part of this region, 
commonly called cunt, because of the little prominence on 
a level with the pubis. The mount of Venus is formed by 
a kind of small adipose cushion and the skin which hides 
it is covered with hairs at the commencement of pu- 
berty. 

The labia majora extend from the mount of Ve- 
nus to the perineum. They are formed by a fold of the 
skin ; covered with hairs externally they are rosy-coloured 
in their internal part; they fit exactly to one another in 
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children^ virgins, and young women who arc rather 
stout : on the contrary they become flaccid, wrinkled, and 
loose, in thin or aged women, or in those who have had 
many children. The extremities of the labia majora con- 
stitute the commissures; the posterior commissure forms the 
fork^ which is often torn at the moment of the passage 
of the foetus* head. The labia majora possess an elastic 
and muscular tissue. 

Njrmphae. If the labia majora are drawn apart, two 
fresh smaller folds are found; the nymphae, situated at the 
internal surface of the labia majora, on each side of the 
organs which occupy the mesial line. These folds are very 
thin, and usually are from 3 to 4 millimtoes in height. 
This height may extend to 2 to 4 centimitres in women 
who are addicted to masturbation. The nymphae are direc- 
ted froni in front backwards. Their posterior extremity is 
imperceptibly lost on the walls of the vulva; their anterior 
extremity divides into two portions, of which one, the su-. 
perior, unites with that on the other side in passing over 
the clitoris, to which it forms a prepuce (in the shape of 
a small hood); while the other, the inferior, unites at the 
inferior surface of the clitoris and blends with it. Their 
surface is spread with papillae, to which they owe an ex- 
quisite sensibility; they are also very rich in sebaceous 
glands, of which there are as many as 150 per centim&tre 
on their internal surface. 

The nymphae are organs of sensuality in woman; they 
are connected with accoupling and child-birth 

Clitoris. The clitoris is a small erectile organ, situa- 
ted at the superior part of the vestibule of the vulva, at 
the extremity of the nymphae, and concealed by the labia 
majora, whichit is necessary to part asunder in order to ob- 
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serve it. It resembles a cone with a loose top. The other 
extremity blends with the lower bran<ih of the bifurcation 
of the nymphae. 

Its inferior surface displays a mesial groove extending 
to the base. 

Its length varies from 8 to lo millimetres when it is in 
repose, and from 2 to 3 centimfetres when it is in erec- 
tidnl Clitores are found of very variable dimensions, just 
like penes. 

Its direction is vertical. The point during erection is 
directed downward and backwards, as if to come forward 
to the dorsal surface of the penis and to expose itself more 
directly to the friction of that organ. Its prepuce, as has 
been seen, is found by a fold of the nymphae. 

In the state of erection, the clitoris projects forward^ and 
exposes itself, leaving the prepuce at its base. 

Its structure is identical with that of the cavernous 
bodies in man. It is composed like them of two parts placed 
back to back, which are separated at their posterior 
extremity, and becoming thinner, unite at the interior sur- 
face, of the pubic arch. On a level with their point of sepa- 
ration, a suspensory ligament, fastened above at the sym- 
physis of the pubis, makes an attachment to each. 

The clitoris is the most sensitive organ of the female 
genital apparatus. It is the seat of the most voluptuous 
sensations. The ancients called it, ^*the goad of Venus *\ 
The slightest voluptuous titiUation makes it swell; from 
this point of view it is similar to the penis. 

In the thickness of the prepuce exist some small seba- 
ceous glands, which secrete an odorous matter, similar to 
that produced by Pyson's glands in man. 

Vulvo-vaginal glands, or Bartholon^s 
glands. Are two glandular masses analogous to Cooper's 
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glands in man. They reach within to the bulb of the 
vagina, and without to the constrictor muscle. Their 
shape is oval, their length in the principal axis is from 15 
to 20 millimetres. Their excretory canal, about 2 centi- 
metres long, opens in front ot the hymen, towards the 
middle of the height of the vulvary orifice. 

Vestibule of th6 vulva. This is the name of a 
level triangular surface, about 2 centimitres in extent, 
bounded above by the clitoris, below by the urinary mea- 
tus, and on each side by the nymphse. 

Urinary meatus. The urinary meatus is a rounded 
orifice from 3 to 4 millimitres wide, situated above the 
orifice of the vagina. 

Orifice of the vagina and liymen mem- 
brane. Will be studied further on at the same time as 
the vagina. 

Navicular fosse. This name is given to a depres- 
sion which occurs between the vaginal orifice and the fork 
of the vulva. 

B. Internal genital organs* We are about to 
describe them, proceeding from the exterior to the itlte- 
rior, and taking for our guide D"" BienaimA (i). 

These organs include : 

I** the vagina, and the urethra; 

2nd the uterus and its ligaments; 

3'* the ovary and tube. 



(i) Us Maladies intitnes dans ks dtux sexes, Chez i'aoteur, 29, rue 
Rodier. 
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The vagina. The vagina is a muscular membranous 
conduit, which extends from the vulva to the neck of the 
uterus. Intended to receive the penis in copulation, it is 
directed obliquely from above downwards and from behind 
to the front, and describes a curve with anterior conca- 
vity, analogous to that of the penis in erection. 

Its internal surface displays numerous transversal pro- 
jectures which contribute by their rubbing on the mucous 
membrane of the gland to produce the pleasure which 
characterises the venereal spasm. Its length is from 9 to 
12 centimetres. It lengthens easily, and in panicular 
enlarges considerably. 

The opening is the narrowest and least dilatable point. 
A membrane called the hymen obstructs it in virgins to a 
greater or less extent. (The hymen merits the honour of 
a special description) . The posterior extremity or bottom 
is the most dilatable part. At this level the vagina is inser- 
ted on the neck of the uterus, much higher behind than 
in front, forming a circular cul-^e-sacj which has been 
divided into, the anterior, lateral, and posterior cul-de^ 

The vagina has two walls of 3 to 4millimitres in thick- 
ness, one superior, the other inferior, laid one against 
the other, except towards the posterior extremity, where 
they are separated by the neck of the uterus. Their surface 
is rosy, lined with a great number of folds^ very marked, 
particularly in front, directed transversely, uniting at a 
level with the mesial line at antero-posterior projectures 
more marked above than below. These two projectures 
are the more marked as they approach the opening, and 
terminate in a tubercle much developed at the superior 
wall. They constitute the anterior column and the posterior 
column of the vagina. 

The superior wall adheres strongly to the base of the 
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bladder, and still more so to the urethra. The inferior 
'Wall is connected behind with the peritoneum to the 
extent of about i centimetre and a half, and in front with 
the rectum and the perineum. 

The vagina is formed of three tunics laid one upon ano- 
ther, the external, the middle, and the internal. The first 
is thin, the second is 2 millimetres in thickness, and the 
third is about i to i 1/2 millimitre. The middle tunic 
includes a considerable number of longitudinal muscular 
fibres, which are connected with those of the uterus. 

Bulb of the vagina. Beneath the internal or 
mucous tunic, at the entrance of the vagina, is found an 
erectile organ, the structure of which is identical with that 
of the cavernous bodies and of the spongious portion of 
the urethra in man. This organ, called the bulb, has the 
shape of a wallet. Its middle ponion, which is smaller, 
is situated between the clitoris and the urinary meatus, on 
which it lies. Its two extremities, which are slightly volu- 
minous, correspond with the extremities of the transversal 
diameter of the vaginal orifice. In association with the con- 
strictor muscle of the vagina, it combines to form the 
vulvary ringj which contracts under the influence of the 
will, and compresses the penis more or less during coition. 

Urethra. The urethra is sunk, so to say> in the supe* 
rior wall of the vagina, the mesial line of which it occu- 
pies. Its length is 3 centimitres on an average, its width 7 
millimetres, but it allows instruments 10 millimetres iti 
width to pass easily. Just as in man, the meatus is the 
least dilatable portion. The canal is composed of two layers, 
one, the external one, is muscular, die internal one is 
mucous, grooved with longitudinal folds. The muscular 
layer is 2 to 3 millimetres in thickness. The fibres which 
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compose it are circular at the surface, and longitudinal at 
the bottom. 



Vessels and nerves of the vagina. The arte- 
ries come from the vaginal arteries and from branches of 
the uterine vcsicule, and pubic, arteries. The veins form 
a thick plexus at the exterior portion of the vagina, without 
however constituting a veritable cavernous tissue ; they 
communicate with those of the bulb and the uterus. The 
lymphatics, which are very copious, proceed to the pelvic 
and lumbar ganglia. 

The nerves come from the large sympathetic and from 
the sacral plexus ; the sphincter of the vagina receives a 
fraenum from the internal pubic nerve. 



Hymen. We borrow in its entirety the description of 
this membrane, which determines the sign of virginity ^fvom 
the lamented master Ambroise Tardieu {Attentats aux 
Mceurs) already quoted several times. 

^^ It is hard to enumerate the singular divergencies of 
opinion which exist among the anatomists of the two 
last centuries regarding the very existence of this part of 
the sexual organs of the woman. We enquire how it couM 
have been contested, and even absolutely denied^ when 
we consider the unvarying results of modern observation. 
I consider it superfluous to recall here the names, so fre- 
quently quoted, of writers who have ventured to deny the 
existence of the hymen ; suffice it to say that Buffon was 
of the number. I prefer to place against the error of the 
greatest names the reality of facts, which are sanctioned 
at the present day by the unanimous voice of writers.M.le 
docteur Devilliers in his successful special investiga- 

18 
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tions (i) which extend over 150 cases, Orfila in 200 obser- 
vations (2), myself in more than 600, have never failed to 
find the Hymen membrane or its remains. The exceptions 
which have . been reported are too few and incertain to 
modify the rule which confirms the existence of the Hymen 
membrane. 

It is not without surprise that I have seen M. Toulmou- 
che quote a case of the absence of this membrane, a case 
in which, moreover, the absence of precise details permits 
the retention of doubt. It is a case of a young girl aged 14 
not having menses : ** The orifice of the vagina permitted 
the introduction of the finger with facility, the hymen 
membrane did not exist, and no recent tear was evident*'. 
The fact given by M. Toulmouche as an instance of the 
absence of the hymen, is reduced to this vague indication. 
What can we say too of a case reported by M. Ic docteur 
F^lix Roze (3), and in which he instances *^ as not possess- 
ing any hymen ", a girl aged 24, '* who for some time 
had had intercourse with men ", and who had not /^ felt, 
at the time of the first coition, either pain, or running of 
blood ". These are not proofs sufficient to cause us to ad- 
mit the existence of an anomaly, the excessive rarity of 
which is daily more manifest to me. 

This membrane, which is in reality, according to its 
mode of formation, only the prolongation and termina- 
tion of the vagina in the vulvary vestibule, has a visible 
existence at the very moment of binh. But its situation 
varies according to age. It is placed very deep in little girls, 
and it is only by forcibly parting the thighs and the labia 
that it can be discovered, 6 or 8 centimetres from the en- 



(1) Devilliers. Nouvelles recherches sur la membrane hymen et ks ca- 
roncuks hyminales {^ev, Mid,,iZ/^6). 

(2) Orfila, TrdU de m/decine ligaU. Paris, 1848. 

(5) J. Roae. DeVhymen. Thtsc dc Strasbourg, 1865. 
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trance of the vulva. Later on it becomes more superficial 
and more distinct. 

As to its shape, it displays numerous individual differen- 
ces which may nevertheless be reduced to five fundamen- 
tal types, which I will show in the order of their greatest 
frequency. There is nothing arbitrary about this, but it 
results, as is known, from my very large number of ob- 
servations. 

(i) The first shape of the hymen, almost invariable in 
infancy, and which is sometimes prolonged beyond pu- 
berty, consists in a labial arrangement of the membrane, 
the edges of which, separated by a vertical opening and 
facing one another, make a projecture at the entrance of 
the vagina, which it closes, if I may say so, like a fowl's 
anus. 

(2) In the second type, the hymen is seen to form an 
irregular circular diaphragm, interrupted by an opening 
towards the superior third, more or less wide and placed 
more or less high ; in an exhibit found by M. J. Roze at 
the Museum of Anatomy at Strasbourg, the opening was 
situated at the superior and right lateral portion.This type 
is very common, and I consider it to be more firequent 
than the following. 

(3) The third consists of an opening exactly and re- 
gularly circular, pierced with a central orifice. 

(4) In the fourth type, which MM. Devilliep and De- 
vergie appear to have met with most frequently, the hy- 
men resembles a semi-lunar diaphragm in the shape of a 
crescent, with a concave superior edge more or less hollow- 
ed out, the extremities of which are lost in the nym- 
phae. 

(5) Lastly the hymen membrane sometimes consists, at 
the entrance of the vagina, of a simple circular or semi* 
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lunar fillet, joined to a kind of fold or fringe which dou* 
bles the nymphx, and the height of which varies from 2 
millimetres in little girls, to 6 or 8 in adults. 

I have seen it form a simple border or annular <:ushion, 
maldng an slight projeaure round the entrance of the va- 
gina, and this arrangement might very easily have been, 
mistaken for the absence of the hymen membrane.M. Toul- 
mouche has made the same remark, and he lays stress on 
the not unfrequent arrangement by which the hymen is 
formed by the folding of the interior circumference of the 
vaginal ring. *' A mcdico-l^ist ^% he correctly observes, 
*^ who had only a slight experience, and was unaware of 
this peculiarity , would very probably have declared that 
the hymen membrane was wanting *\ 

It is proper to mention ceruin anomalies which the hy- 
men may present, besides the five normal types which 
have just been described. Morgagni and Professor J. Go- 
quet, for instance, have seen it form a sort of curtain 
placed in the middle of the vagina, and raised so as to 
leave a lateral opening on either side. M. J. Roze has re- 
presented a somewhat similar hymen, which he designates* 
by the name of bi-perforated, and which he has borrowed 
from the collections of the faculty at Strasbourg. But some 
cases of rents of the hymen, which I will quote further on,, 
raise a doubt whether this arrangement ought to be consid* 
ered, even under the heading of an exception, as natu- 
ral. Fabrice de Hilden has described a diaphragm riddled 
with holes, which may be compared to those cases where 
the hymen is reduced to separate membranous filaments, 
stretched from one side to the other of the entrance of the 
vagina. Lastly, it may continue as a complete partition 
without opening, or again be composed of a double super- 
posed diaphragm. 

D' Delens, Fellow of the Faculty of Medicine of Paris^ 
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in a very interesting study (i) which reveals a rare acute- 
ness of observation, has described and represented differ- 
ent defective shapes of the hymen which ought to find a 
place here. 

In the first place, it is a case of biperforated hymen, 
similar to that described by M- F. Roze. Jn a second case, 
in a young girl aged 15, the thick and unyielding hymen 
had an orifice at its centre which was not more than i mil- 
limetre in diameter. Let us consider first the case where 
the hymen displaying a considerable thickness, has only 
one opening hardly visible and somewhat punctiform . It 
is evident that in this case defloration under ordinary con* 
ditions is rendered almost impossible; that this hardly 
perforated hymen must oppose a considerable resistance 
equal to that of a hymen of the same thickness completely 
imperforated, and that it will not be permissible* in the 
absence of any rent, to assutne that violence and repeated 
efforts have not been employed. 

As to the fact of the bi*perforated hymen which wa$ 
presented on two occasions to the observation of M. De- 
lens, in a little girl aged it, and in another older g^rl 
whose menses had occurred for a year. In the first the 
membrane was smooth, regular, rather thick, and instead 
of a single orifice, displayed two small narrow openings 
not more than 2 millimetres in diameter. They were sepa- 
rated from one another by a small tongue, 2 to 4 milli- 
mitres in width, which had none of the appearance of a 
cicatricial fraenum, and everywhere similar in appearance 
and consistency to the rest of the membrane. This small 
tongne extended above to the suburethral tnbercle. The 
two small narrow openings were much closer to the super- 

(i) I. Delens. Qiulqms vices de conformaHoKS de Tbymen dans Uurs rap- 
ports avtc la midecine l^ak. 
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ior and anterior semi-circumference of the hymen than 
to the inferior. I make the same reservations regarding this 
arrangement as in the case of Roze. 

In the second the genital organs were completely devel- 
oped. The pubes and the labia majora were covered with 
black, fine hairs, rather long, but not very thick. The 
vulva was long, and slightly enlarged at its posterior part. 
The dimensions of the clitoris were slightly above the aver- 
age, and on each side of the hood there was a certain 
quantity of sebaceous matter, accumulated through want 
of cleanliness. But, in reality, there was actually no red- 
ness, nor inflammation, nor abnormal secretion. The labia 
majora and the nymphae were without redness, as was 
the vestibule and the urinary meatus; but the hymen dis- 
played a special conformation; it was bi-perforated. 

Its two orifices, oval, with the principal diameter in 
the direction of the slit of the vulva, were situated on 
either side of the mesial line, and separated from one ano- 
ther by a small tongue 4 to 5 millimetres wide, which 
extended above to the sub-urethral tubercle. It had none, 
of the appearance of a cicatricial fraenum, and showed the 
flexibility and rosy colouration of the rest of the hymen. 

The principal diameter of each of these orifices was 
about 7 to 8 millimetres, and the small dimension 3 to 4 
millimetres. These two orifices were perfectly symmetri- 
cal, and their edges were slightly scalloped, but without 
rents. The anterior wall of the vagina formed a rather 
marked projecture behind the hymen; a stylet however 
passed easily behind the mesial tongue,whichdid not adhere 
to the vaginal wall. 

Finally, quite recently? M. Delens has again met with 
two congenital defects of conformation. 

Such are the principal shapes which the hymen mem- 
brane may display. As age advances, it undergoes some 
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essential modifications. In proportion as the parts are de- 
veloped, the membrane widens in the transversal direc- 
tion. Composed of two fibrous leaves, between which are 
stretched several muscular fibres, and branching out into 
numerous vessels, it may undergo a more or less marked 
thickening. I have not however seen this increase take 
place here and there, so as to give the hymen the appear- 
ance of a face, and to form regular enlargements at this 
free edge, as M. Devergie says. The most remarkable 
change consists in the relaxing of the membranous veil, 
which in proportion as it develops and yields to the mens- 
trual exertion, displays less resistance. It is untrue that, 
in the case where it endures till old age, it acquires more 
resistance and hardness. M. Devilliers has met with it in 
women of advanced age, flexible and easy to tear« Those 
cases must be considered as pathological cases in which it 
has become fibrous, cartilaginous and nearly osseous, 
according to the evidence of A. Pare, and in which it has 
been unyielding enough for Dicmerbrcech, quoted by 
M.F. Roze, to have been able to say : ** Adeoque firmam 
invenimus, ut cujuslibet arietantis viri impetum sine dis- 
ruptione sustinere potuisset *\ 

Myrtifprm caruncles. When, the hymen has 
been torn by coition, its fragments retract, and assume 
the appearance of small projectures, designated by the 
title of myrtiform caruncles. 

Fringed Hsrmen. Finally there exists a last form of 
hymen, excessively rare, but which has a very great im- 
portance in legal medicine, because it may be confounded 
with a rent of the hymen. This is the fringed hymen, so 
named by Beaunis and Bouchard {Nouveaux Elements 
d^ Anatomic descriptive it d^ Embryologies Paris. J.-B. Bailii^re 
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et filsy i868)« The membrane displays, on its free edge^ 
fringes, which give it a torn appearance. 

Uterus or Matrix. The uterus or matrix is the 
organ of gestation. According to Beaunis and Bouchard, 
it is ^* isolated from its attachments, it has the shape of a 
gourd much flattened from the front backwards. It has two 
parts, the body and the neck. The body is triangular and 
displays two surfaces and three edges. The two superior 
angles receive the tubes; the inferior angle unites with 
the neck by a circular strangulatibn.The neck is fusiform, 
slightly flattened from the front backwards; its inferior 
extremity {vaginal portion of the neck, os uteri) is free at 
the bottom of the vagina, and pierced by an opening in 
the shape of a transversal slit o".ooi to o".oo2 in width, 
by o".oo6 to o".oo8 in length ; the anterior lip of this 
orifice is thicker and more prominent. The uterus is o^.oyo 
in length and o".032 in width at a level with the tubes. 
The lenght of the body is less than that of the neck in vir- 
gins ; in the case of women who have not had children, 
the length of the two is nearly equal (Guyon). 

In the case of women who have had children, the shape 
of the uterus changes. The body becomes longer (three- 
fifths of the total length) : the vaginal portion of the neck 
diminishes and may even almost disappear; the vaginal 
orifice becomes enlarged. The modifications to which it is 
subject in size will be described further on. 

The volume of the. uterus increases a little at each 
menstruation. Its weight is 42 grammes. 

Situation and relations. The uterus is placed in 
the small basin between the rectum and the bladder, and 
inclines downwards and backwards so,that its longitudinal 
axis forms an obtuse angle in front with the axis of the 
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vagina and intersects, if it is prolonged, the plane of 
the upper opening, Mowing an angle more or less near 
to a right angle. 

This inclination is however subject to variation, owing 
to the laxity of its attachments,and in consequence of the 
pressure exercised on this part by the rectum, bladder, etc. 
To this antero-posterior inclination is generally added a 
slight lateral inclination, by which its axis is directed 
downwards and to the left. 

The uterus is maintained in the position which it occu- 
pies, i»* by the broad ligaments, 2"^ by the round liga- 
ments, 3'** by the uterosacral ligamients, 4*^ by its adhe- 
rence to the bladder, 5*^ by its insertion at the posterior 
extremity of the vagina. 

Cavity of the Uterus. The cavity of the uterus, 
of a capacity of about 3 cubic centimetres, is very narrow : 
in its normal state its walls lie side by side, and on a 
transversal section it exhibits a simple slit. 

It is divided, like the uterus itself, into the cavity of the 
body and the cavity of the neck. The cavity of the body is 
triangular^ with convex edges ; at the two superior angles 
are seen the uterine orifices of the tubes, dispbying some- 
times a slight strangulation and longitudinal folds; at the 
inferior angle is found the communication with the cavity 
of the neck, the internal orifia of the neck, which can admit 
a crow's feather, and which is sometimes lengthened into 
an absolute opening. The bottom of the uterus (ceratine 
portion) is enlarged in a characteristic fasihion into the 
multiparous uterus. The internal surface of the uterine ca- 
vity is smooth, rose-gray, slightly jutting out in front and 
behind, and usually lined with a thin layer of alkaline mucus. 

The cavity of the neck is fusiform ; on its two surfaces, 
anterior and posterior, are seen the palmaled folds ; these 
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are two vertical crests from which start oblique lateral folds 
upwards and outwards; the vertical crests aire not complete- 
ly mesial, the anterior one is slightly to the right., the 
posterior to the left, so that they fit into one another, and 
exactly close the neck. Between these folds there are small 
projecturesof the size of a lentil, formed by a transparent 
vesicle (Naboth's eggs) and due to a glandular alteration. 
This cavity is filled with a viscous, transparent liquid. 

The cavity of the uterus is 0^.054 in length on an ave- 
rage in a woman who has not had children (o".028 for the 
body and 0^.026 for the neck). In a woman who has had 
children these dimensions are increased, in the case of 
the cavity of the body to 0^.032; they remain stationary 
or grow less on the other band, in the case of the cavity of 
the neck. 

Structure of the Uterus. The surface of the 
uterus is smooth in the places where it is covered with the 
serous matter; the adherence between the serous matter 
and the sub-ajacent tissue is very close, except at a level 
with the neck, where a loose cellular tissue is found. The 
walls of the uterus which are very thick, attain their 
maximum thickness at the posterior portion (o'".oi2 to 
o".oj6); their thinnest part correspodds to the anterior wall 
of the neck (o".oo4 to o"*.o09) and at the insertion of 
the tubes. Its own tissue, formed of smooth fibres, is 
reddish-grey, very compact, and of an almost fibro-carti- 
laginous hardness, and it is impossible to observe in it the 
direction of the muscular fibres. This tissue is continued 
to the level of the interior surface of the uterine cavity, 
without its being possible to discover with the naked eye 
a line of demarcation between the muscular and the mu- 
cous layer j the existence of which consequently was not 
thoroughly established until the microscope was employed. 
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The separation of the vagina from the uterus is very dif- 
ficult, and it is only possible to isolate them artificially; in 
fact the muscular layer of the neck is carried on without 
interruption to the tissiie itself of the vagina. 

The tissue which constitutes the urethra is composed of 
three superposed layers, intermingled with vessels and 
nerves. 

The external layer belongs to the peritoneum. It covers 
the bottom of the uterus, the two superior thirds of the 
anterior surface of the body, and the whole of its poste- 
rior surface as far as the vagina. 

The middle layer is formed of muscular fibres, directed 
in different directions : transversal, oblique, and longitudi- 
nal. 

The internal or mucous layer is connected below w^ith 
that of the vagina ; above, with that of the Fallopian tubes. 
It is 4 to 6 millimetres in thickness; and is spread with 
small glands, called foUicules, which secrete a gelatinous 
liquid. 

In the walls of the uterus are found numerous arterial 
branches, rolled up like cork-screws. They are named ute- 
rine veins. 

Their external wall adheres very closely to the tissue of 
the organ, in such away that they remain wide open when 
one divides the latter. 

The ivide ligaments. The matrix, the tubes and 
the ovaries (of which we speak further on) are sustained 
and fastened to the walls of the pelvis by the wide liga- 
mentSy which start from the lateral portions of the uterus. 
They display a flattened shape at their principal transversal 
diameter and are constituted by the folds of the peri- 
toneum, and fasten to one another the internal parts of 
the genital apparatus of the woman. They extend from 
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each side of the uterus, like the wings of a bat. Each 
*one is divided into three secondary folds, or pinions : 
the posterior pinion, the anterior, and the middle. The 
posterior pinion contains the ovary, the middle pinion, 
situated higher than the others, is occupied by the uterine 
tube : the anterior pinion serves as a sheath for the round 
ligament. The wide ligaments constitute a partition which 
divides the lesser pelvis into two compartments, one of 
which contains the bladder, and the other the rectum. In 
order to have a perfect comprehension of its arrangement, 
it is necessary to follow the course of the peritoneum^ of 
which it constitutes a fold. The peritoneum, a large serous 
body enveloping the intestines and the abdominal viscera, 
but, like all serous bodies not including in its cavity all 
the organs which it surrounds, in the manner of a linen 
cap, after coming down to the posterior surface of the 
bladder, rises again and forms ^cul-^e-sac on the ute- 
rus, and then comes down again behind that organ, form* 
ing a fresh cul^-sacy and finally rises again in front of the 
rectum. The uterus is therefore confined in a fold of the 
peritoneum : the two laminae of the latter on each side of 
the uterus are joined to one another, and from this union 
result the wide ligaments. 

Round ligaments, and utero*sacral jUga- 
ments. They are constituted by a prolongation of the 
muscular fibres of the uterus. The first start from its late- 
ral superior, and slightly anterior part, and after traversing 
the whole extent of the inguinal canal, unite with the pu- 
bis. They occupy the anterior pinion of the wide liga- 
ment. The second start froni the lateral, superior, and 
slightly posterior part. The point where they fasten is 
behind, on the sacrum. 
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The Ovaries. The ovaries produce the avulesy that is 
to say one of the two essential elements of reproduction ; 
these organs are therefore analogous to the testicles in 
man. They are, like the latter, two in number, situated 
in the posterior pinion of the wide ligapient, one to the 
right, the other to the left. 

They have the shape of an almond, directed horizon- 
tally. From their internal extremity starts a muscular cord, 
3 to 3 1/2 centimetres in length, by 3 to 4 millimetres wide, 
called the ligament of the ovary, which is fastened to the 
posterior surface of the uterus, and contributes to main- 
tain them in the position which they occupy. Their cxter- 
nalr extremity affords an insertion to one of the fringes of 
the fimbriated extremity of the Fallopian tubes. The ante- 
rior edge, or W/ww, receives the vessels and the nerves. The 
ovaries are about 40 millimetres in length, 15 in width and 
8 in thickness. Their weight varies from 5 to 8 grammes. 

The ovaries display an ovoid shape, and a white colour- 
ation. When an ovule reaches maturity, the ovary doubles 
in size. After puberty they begin to be covered with 
brown or yellowish cicatrices, which gives them a gaping 
appearance. Until 1862 the real structure of the ovary was 
unknown. It was brought to light by the French anato- 
mist, Sappey. 

When a section of the ovary is made, it is seen that it 
is composed of two very distinct portions, i*' a thin, white, 
superficial layer, called the ovig£n layer ^ which gives birth 
to the ovules ; 2"** a reddish, spongious, central portion, 
called the bulb of the ovary. 

The bulb contains numerous sanguine vessels, the arte- 
ries displaying there the shape of a cork-screw; the veins 
there are voluminous, and form a very developed plexus. 

The ovigen layer constitutes the most essential part of 
the ovary ; it was formerly taken to be a simple fibrous 
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envelope. It has a thickness of a millimetre and a half; it 
is covered on its surface with an epithelium with prisma- 
tic cellules, and is composed of a fibrous framework in 
which vesicles occur. The vesicles, called ovarian veskles or 
ovisacs, give birth to the ovules,for which, so to say, they 
play the part of a protective shell, like the rind of a dry 
fruit. Pointed out by the ancient anatomists, the ovisacs 
were discovered in 1692 by de Graaf, whence comes their 
name of Graafs vesicles. 

The ovisacs grow gradually, and successively reach ma- 
turity every month, as will be seen further on; generally 
there exist a dozen ovules more advanced than the rest 
and visible to the naked eye; but if the ovigen layer is 
examined with the microscope, a prodigious number of 
ovules are discovered in course of development. Saffey,who 
succeeded in making a calculation, estimates their num- 
ber at three hundred thousand to each ovary, 

Yelloiv bodies. Besides the ovisacs, the ovary 
often displays some peculiar, yellow bodies, which are 
nothing but a peculiar evolution of the ovisacs, after the 
latter are broken in order to allow the ovules to escape. 
The yellow bodies have but a short evolution when the 
ovule has not been fecundated, longer where it has been 
fecundated, and modifications result thence in their exter- 
nal appearance. 

Shape of the Ovaries. The ovaries are spherical, 
from three to four. centimetres in diameter. They are com- 
posed of a double envelope containing the ovule; between 
the latter and the walls of the ovisac are found epithelial 
cellules, which fill up the empty space left betwen these, 
two parts. It is the ovule which, feriilised by thespermatoxpides^ 
gives birth to a new beings 
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The human race then is oviparous, as well as all ani- 
mals. The great English anatomist, Halley, was the first to 
formulate this proposition. But noc till 1827 did Baerdis-* 
cover the egg of mammifers, and in 1834, the French na- 
turalist Coste demonstrated the identity in composition of 
the egg of mammiferous with that of oviparous animals. 

The Ovule. The ovule occupies the centre of Graaf s 
vesicles. It is spherical, with a diameter of i to 2 hun- 
dredths of a millimetre. It is composed of three parts. 

i»* an envelope called vitelline membrane. 

2"** a granulous liquid, the vitcllus. 

3" a transparent vesicle, the germinative vesicle. 

Rupture of Graaf s follicles and fall of the 
ovule. From puberty (15 years) up to the age of 45 to 
50 years, at the surface of the ovary a rupture of Graaf s 
follicles is observed, which allows the ovules to escape. 
The ruptures succeed one another at regular intervals, 
every 27 days on an average; this constitutes menstrua- 
tion. At each menstruation an ovule is detached from the 
ovary and is received by the uterine tube. This rupture of 
Graaf *s vesicles, which generally occurs at the end of the 
menses, Sappey says, may be either spontaneous or indu- 
ced (by coition, etc.). 

The vitelline membrane, which is of a fibrous nature, 
after the arrival of the fecundated egg in the matrix, 
becomes covered with villosities, by the aid of which it 
takes root on the walls of the gestatory organ. The 
vitellus, which is analogous to the yellow of a bird's egg, 
is a slightly yellowish liquid, transparent, and composed of 
innumerable greasy granulations, agglutinated by a viscous 
liquid. In the interior of the germinative vesicle is found 
a corpuscle, called the germinative spot, ani discovered by 
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Wagner. The ovule represents a typical cellule, having 
all the constituent membranes in full : enveloping mem- 
brane, protoplasm, nucleus, and It is from this single 

cell thatthe innumerable cellules of our organism originate. 

Fallopian tubes. The Fallopian or uterine tubes 
are two conduits situated in the superior pinionof the wide 
ligament stretching from the uterus to the ovary. They 
are inserted, on the internal side, in the superior extremity 
of the edges of the first of these organs; on the external 
side, they terminate in a distended orifice called the fim- 
briated extremity. Their direction is transversal. At first 
suaight, they then become sinuous. They are 12 centimi- 
trcs m length, 4 millimetres in width near the uterus, 7 to 
8 millimetres near the ovary. Their calibre increases 
in proportion as they arc withdrawn from the poiht of 
departure. By the orifice communicating with the uterine 
cavity, they give admittance with difficulty to a pig's bristle, 
while, by the fimbriated extremity, they allow a probe of 
ordinary dimensions to pass. 

The fimbriated extremity is placed above the ovary. It 
displays indented fringes on its edges, similar to those of 
the petals of certain flowers. One of them forms a groove, 
which is inserted on the external portion of the ovary by 
its inferior extremity, and leads into the cavity of the 
tube. 

The Fallopian tubes are composed of three tunics, the 
external, the middle, and the internal. The first is formed 
by the peritoneum. The second encloses some muscular 
fibres. The third is mucous, folded longitudinally, and 
forms a continuation within with the mucous membrane 
of the uterus, and without with the peritoneum, so that 
the uterine cavity and the cavity of die peritoneum inter- 
communicate. 
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The Fallopian tubes serve to conduct the ovules into the 
matrix, and to convey the spermatozoides from the latter 
towards the ovary, at the moment of fecundation. 

By what mechanism is the adaptation of the fimbriated 
extremity of the tube to the ovary effected? That is a 
question on which medical authorities do not agree, and 
of which a solution has not yet been found. 
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CHAPTER XII 

DEFECTS OF CONFORMATION IN THE GENITAL APPARATUS 
OF THE WOMAN 

ji. Defects of conformatioa of the vulva. 

The Mount of Venus and its fleece. — The woman with dog*s 

hairs. — Variable size of the clitoris. — Different instances 

of the size of the clitoris. — Monstrous clitores. 
The Flower of Mary or the chaste whwe. 
Absence of the clitoris. — Anomalies of the Labia majora — 

Absence or exuberance 
Instances. Labia majora perforated by M. de Randan. The c...s 

of the great ladies of the court of France. 
Occlusion of the vulva. Operations to remedy the occlusion of 

the vulva. 
Anomalies of the hymen.' — Instances of imperforation of the 

hymen. 
Observations of Tardieu on the hjrmen of young girls who 

have been violated. Defective insertion of the hymen. 
B. Defects of conformation of the internal genital apparatus. 

Narrowness of the vagina. Observation of Tardieu. — Exagger- 
ated amplitude of the vagina. — The lewd bottle. — The 

large C s of women, and the small engines of men. 

Opinion of Beroalde de Verville. — The large c alibre of 

queen Githerine de M^dicis. 
La dame Pan de Xmv. 
Real remedy for narrow maids. 
The case of the woman without a vagina. 
Operations ^hich have been tried to create an artificial 

vagina. 
Absence of the matrix and another anomalies. — Anomalies 

of the ovaries. — Complete absence of the uterus and 

ovaries. 
Anomalies of the urinary meatus. 

Defects of conformation of the genital ap- 
paratus of the ivoman. The defects of conforma* 
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tionof the genital apparatus in the woman may apply in- 
diflferently to every portion of the apparatus. We shall 
examine them, A, in reference to the external genital 
organs, the vulva, the vagiha,the clitoris,that is to say the 
copulative apparatus; B,in reference to the internal genital 
organs, or procreative apparatus. 

Defects of conformation of the Vulva. The 

same defects are met with in the female copulative appa- 
ratus, as in the male apparatus. In the same way as certain 
men have ridiculously small genital organs, and others 
display enormous ones, so we often see tall and strong 
women showing a small vulva» and a mount ofVenus with* 
out hairs, while little dwarfs display a largely developed 
vulva, followed by a vagina capable of satisfying an enor- 
mous penis. 

The dimensions which we have given are the average 
ones. 

It is enough to have examined some thousands of women 
in one's life, to be aware that the most absolute diversities 
prevail, and that the modern physiologist is able to give 
only general indications. 

The Mount of Venus and its fleece. The first 
thing which strikes one on examining a woman, is the 
mount of Venus, and the fleece which covers it. The wo- 
man has hardly any hair but in this place. And yet there 
is often so little that it is hardly worth speaking about. 
That is the lot of fair women, whose fine and soft fleece, 
like threads of sillk, scarcely shades the coynte. Others 
again, although they have a fine and curly fleece, yet have 
it much more developed, and it completely covers the 
whole of the mount of Venus. Lastly there are some who 
have what is called a *' bonnet of hair ", that is to say a 
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triaagular pubis, much developed, covered with an abun- 
dance of loug hairs, which are often planted as hr as the 
navel, with a mesial line. 

This conformation always coincides with an abundance 
of hairs under the arm-pits, and with a slight mousuche 
on the lips. Most frequently brunettes alone have this 
advantage. After them come the red-haired women»whose 
mount of Venus is generally well furnished As to the (air 
women, they who have light blond hair the colour of 
wheat, and eyebrows scarcely indicated, they have but a 
few hairs scarcely shading a slightly developed mount of 
Venus. 

Generally, the more the geniul organs are developed, 
the more numerous are the hairs, and it seems that their 
abundance is in proportion to the perfea development of 
the organs. In fact, it has been remarked, in different ca- 
ses, that hairs cannot exist when the uterus and the ovary 
appear to be wanting. 

If we enquire what is the use of the mount of Venus, we 
shall discover that nature has created it in order that the 
hardness of the bones may not hurt the man during coi-^ 
tion. Many thin women would do well to employ a pro- 
tective cushion in order to make up for the thinness of 
their mount of Venus. They would be imitating in this 
that ** great and noble lady ", spoken of by Brantdme, 
who was obliged to make use of this contrivance. O.Lignae 
gives some £icts which are difficult to verify, and which 
we only relate because they are curious. A woman of 
Munster had so large a quantity of hairs on her natural 
parts, that they came down to her knees. 

The author of this observation says that he was acquain- 
ted with a woman who, from her earliest youth, had only 
white hairs on the same parts, and was always barren. 
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The woman with dog's hairs. I will add that 
I met a woman at Toulon, whose family came originally 
from Genoa, and who was extraordinarily hairy. She was 
small, thin, but well made, and with a very dark skin. 
Her breasts were but little developed, slightly pear-shaped. 
The vulva and the clitoris were of normal dimensions- But 
this woman had not only her pubis, but all the lower part 
of her belly covered with a veritable forest of long, thick 
hairs, which did not curl, and were of a fine black colour. 
Between her breasts there was a large cluster of hairs; and 
finally along her spine and her thighs there were hairs as 
well. They were rather soft to touch, and gave the hand 
the sensation of the skin of a spaniel dog. 

Variable size of the Clitoris. Without concern- 
ing ourselves with the changes which the vicious habits 
of masturbation and sapphism occasion to this organ, let us 
state that it is even more variable as to size than the penis in 
men.Apart from erection, theclitorisis hardly any largerthan 
the end of a pen-holder. Under the stimulus of pleasure it 
stifiens and becomes as large as a pea. This is the average. 
There are some unfortunate women who have no clitoris, 
and who do not feel any pleasurable sensation. Others on 
the contrary, much more favoured by Venus, have clitores 
developed enough to simulate the size of a child's penis. 

Different instances of the size of the Cli- 
toris. Martineau {Ltfons sur les diformations vulvaires et 
armies: — Paris , Adrfen Delahaye) gives the following 
dimensions for the clitoris ** The dimensions of the clito- 
ris are variable. Its length is ordinarily from three centi. 
mtoes. In some cases its length is more considerable. In 
a patient, aged 24, placed under my care for a uterine 
afiection I ascertained that its length was four centimetres 
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and a half. This dimension was normal and physiological. 
In fact the sheath of the clitoris was smooth, regular, and 
rosy^ the hood exceeded the gland of the clitoris by about 
a centimetre. The latter was small, its colour pale rose. 
These charasteristics are in harmony with the normal 
state of the organ and differ essentially from the morbid 
development which it assumes under the influence of mas- 
turbation or sapphism. 

In one case, Bousquet, formerly head of obstetrical cli- 
nical surgery at the School of Medicine at Marseilles, found 
one of still more considerable dimensions. The clitoris 
was five centimetres long,and directed forwards. In the case 
of a young girl, aged i6, the gland was red, and volumi- 
nous owing to the continual rubbing of the organ against 
the garments, and not through vicious habits. We shall 
see later on if this abnormal length of the clitoris ought 
not to be remedied. 

The clitoris is covered by a cutaneous fold, analogous to 
the sheath of the penis. This sheath is ordinarily fitted 
close on the clitoris; it is adherent to a certain extent and 
terminates in a kind of prepuce, the hood of the clitoris, 
which does not form any adherence with the gland, and so 
may easily be laid bare. 

In one case which I have observed, and which appears 
to be unique, the gland was completely adherent to the 
gland of the clitoris. Was this a congenital disposition, 
as I believe, or was this symphysis simply due to an in- 
flammation subsequent to birth. 

What induces me to reject the latter opinion, is the fact 
that, neither in the patient's antecedents^ nor in the exa- 
mination of the vulva, was I able to find the traces of an 
inflammation. If the gland was slightly voluminous, that 
condition was due to avowed practices of masturbation. 
In the case of a woman about 20, the observation of 
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whom has been collected in the ephemerides of the curio- 
sities of nature and published by my friend D' Moreau (of 
Tours) in his study of the aberrations of the genesic sense 
(p. 205) the clitoris was the size of a penis. This woman, 
since the age of three, had indulged in masturbation. 

This exaggerated development of the clitoris njay how- 
ever be physiological; it is important to know this. I have 
quoted a case of this, pointed out by D' Bousquet (of Mar- 
seilles). You will find several in the work of Parent-Du- 
ch4tel. This author reports several observations \p which 
the clkoris.was normally the size of the index finger, and 7 
to 8 centimttre^ in length. 

Monstrous clitores. Veritable monstrosities have 
been remarked at all times. Columbus speaks of a clitoris 
the length of which was equal to that of the little finger : 
Haller admits one of seven inches, the volume of which 
was nearly equal to that of the penis. Plateme $ays he -was 
acquainted with a woman who had one as big and as long 
as a goose's neck. Venette has seen one in a little girl aged 
8, as long as half the little finger. The size has reached 12 
inches, or one foot in length. I confess that I have seen 
penes of that calibre, but that I have never been lucky 
enough to see such a clitoris as that. It appears that a 
prostitute at Venice had an osseous clitoris which frighten- 
ed away the men. I am very doubtful of this, for the 
amateurs of the " back-door " being numerous in Italy, 
she might have been able to gain her living by commiting 
sodomy on the old Venetian senators. That would have 
saved her an artificial phallus. 

But all this has been observed only as an exceptional 
condition. However, according to Gamier (Anomalies 
Sexuelles)ihis deformity appears to exist hereditarily among 
the negresses of Arada, who all possess very long clitores. 
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according to Descourtils. In one of them it was six inches 
and a half in length, and had a masculine erection. This 
deformity,while being an obstacle to normal coition, did 
not seem to be the sole cause of the onanism of women 
among themselves, for it had been extraordinarily develo- 
ped for sQme years. It is it would seem very rare in our 
climates. Parent-DuchAtel has only met with three cases 
in his examination of the prostitutes of Paris; and in no 
case did this exaggeration of theclitoris coincide with unna- 
tural habits. The most voluminous of them resembled in 
size the penis of a youth at the dawn of puberty; this was 
owned by a gitlwho had never had menses, and was abso- 
lutely without breasts. She felt as much indifference to men 
as to women, and she had only become a prostitute owing 
to poverty. The most remarkable clitoris observed, and 
described by the celebrated accoucheur Moreau half a cen- 
tury ago, was only an inch in length, and it is to this 
small dimension that the greater number of these mons- 
trosities must be reduced. 

According to Gamier, this defect of conformation is so 
much the less the cause of clitoridism as it is frequently 
accompanied by other defects of conformation which leave 
a woman in doubt as to her real sex. 

^'(95). Louise B..., aged 20, had a clitoris as large as the 
little finger, from 4 to 5 centimfetres in length, and having 
a large uncovered gland, when she entered the Beaujon 
hospital in 185 9. This organ even entered on erection, and 
stood up at the slightest lascivious idea. But she had no 
vagina,and her menses flowed away with her urine. M.Le 
Fort, by a simple incision, created an artificial womb for 
her, which made her then fit to perform all her genital 
functions. 

" (96). A woman aged 30, who entered the hospital at 
Lourcine in 1898 for a venereal affection, had a vulva no 
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larger than that of a child, and without any hairs. But her 
clitoris, which was much developed, explained this ano- 
maly, without attributing it to manualisation. She had no 
matrix, or ovaries, or menses. These deformities were 
original, like the contrary instances of women with a 
beard. 

•* (97). This organ was very voluminous in a woman, 
aged 24,who resembled a youth in her external appearance, 
in her virile features, her deep voice, in the absence of hair 
on her head, in her skin abundantly covered with hairs, 
and particularly in her vulva^ which, when examined, re- 
vealed only a penis as in an adult man. The latter how- 
ever was an enormous clitoris which by its extraordinary 
size completely covered ihe labia majora. It even covered 
the orifice of the vagina, which was reduced to a simple 
fissure or slit, the edges of which were formed by the frae- 
num of the prepuce of this monstrous clitoris. When it 
entered on erection, it bent forwards, and in this way 
would have absolutely prevented her from making any 
use of it with another woman. She was incapable of per- 
forming her apparent part of a man by this curvature of 
the clitoris downwards, which was always the more pro- 
nounced in proportion as the clitoris was more volumi- 
nous. 

^^ This woman in addition had rudimentary breasts, a 
narrow pelvis and hips but slightly developed. The neck 
of the matrix was regular, but as small as in a girl of 
fourteen '* . 

Nevertheless an observation of D' Vanier of Havre, 
who has been already quoted, serves to contradict the too 
confident assertions of Gamier. 

The Flower of Mary or the chaste whore. 

" When I was attached to the service of inspection at 
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Rouen, I saw in a ward of the General Hospital, intended 
for prostitutes, a girl aged 25, with whom I had the fol- 
lowing conversation. 

— Why do you carry on your breast that medal conse- 
crated with the Virgin's image ? 

— Because I love the Virgin. 

— On account of her chastity? 

— Yes. Does it surprise you ? 

— No. The Virgin Mother and Immaculate is a mys- 
tery; you are another. 

— You can easily understand it, if you wish to, since 
you have examined me. 

I remembered having observed in this young woman 
an extraordinary development of the clitoris. I asked what 
connection there was between this fact and her devotion 
to the Virgin. She entered into some details regarding 
this, and gave me to understand that while in the bosom 
of her family, she had been the victim of an insurmountable 
lubricity y which had driven her from her father's roof, 
where they had wished to keep her by changing her phy- 
sical organization by a simple operation. She had never 
loved : her body belonged to men, her heart to the Vir- 
gin. She was a Flower of Mary in the mysteries of 
nature '*. 

Be it so, good 1> Vanier, but if she had never loved, 
she had enjoyed herself carnally^ and so we have not the 
right to say that she was a chaste whore. 

Absence of the clitoris. There are cases of ex-^ 
treme exiguity and even of total absence of the clitoris. A 
young peasant came with his wife, to whom he had been 
married for six weeks, to consult a physician and enquire 
of him the reason why she experienced no pleasure in their 
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relations, which were normal. He believed that his wife 
was not shaped like other women. 

The medical examination showed in fact that the mount 
of Venus came down lower than is usual,and that the cli- 
toris was absent. Its ordinaiy situation was covered with 
hairs. The vulva opened above the urethra, and the clito- 
ris was absolutely wanting. This was the reason of her 
frigidity. 

^^e give another instance of frigidity due to the exiguity 
of the clitoris. 

A young magistrate came to consult D' Gamier to ask 
him the cause of his wife's frigidity. He had been struck 
with it at the beginning of their marriage, after his pre- 
vious experiences. Being much disturbed, and mortified by 
this absolute want of sensation during coition, he had 
satisfied himself by sight and by touch that this organ was 
only marked out by a rudimentary button, which, when 
titillated, was absolutely devoid of feeling. 

Convinced of 'the satisfactory conditions of his marriage, 
and finding nothing in the education, character, or consti- 
tution of his wife to explain her frigidity, the doctor told 
him to bring her to him in order that he might see if he 
could not excite in a suitable manner his wife's sexual 
feelings; to which the client replied that the latter had 
been enceinte for four months. 

Anomalies of the Labia xHajora. The labia 
in women display anomalies corresponding to those of 
the scrotum, the parallel organ in men. While the purses 
in certain hypospades are separated into two, the labia 
majora are sometimes joined together previous to birth, 
and by accident afterwards. By entailing the retention of 
the blood of the menses, this anomaly occasions painful 
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colics, unless the blood makes for itself an abnormal 
issue. 

Absence or exuberance. The eiiuberance, or 
the absence, or else the defect of these windows of the 
vulva, intended to hide it and protect it from contact with 
the air or with the garments, like the prepuce in man, are 
anomalies still more troublesome and disagreeable than in 
the latter for those medical men who are called in to see 
them. Deformities produced by age, childbirth, illnesses, 
or by masturbation and sapphism are not now in question*. 
An instance given by Garnier is quoted here {Anomalies 
sexuelles). 

*' A marriage contracted between two young people, 
aged respectively 20 and 24, having remained absolutely 
barren for ten or twelve years afterwards, without any 
appreciable reason, I examined the wife on this account. 
She was manifestly strumuous, and very cold, as the hus- 
band informed me. The labia majora, excessively volumi- 
nous, were flaccid, withered, pendent* folded and un- 
equal. The right in particular surpassed the left, and 
ahhough the thighs were stretched apart, it had to be re- 
moved with the hand to permit the introduction of the 
speculum. Never had a woman displayed to me such a 
flaccid exuberance. The opening, of the neck was punc- 
tiform. 

A few months after, a hard swelling like a hen's egg 
occurred on the right labium, with exulceration of the 
mucous membrane. *' The reason? " I ask^d *' Absolu- 
tely none on my part ** answered the husband. But the 
wife was silent. The swelling disappeared by resolution 
with simple topics. Thence my enquiry '* . 

The labia majara perforated by M. de 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



DEFECTS OF CONFORMATION IN THE GEI^TAL 30t 

Randan. ^' Other (ladies) have the lips (labia majora) 
longer and more hanging than an Indian cock's comb 
when it is angry : as I have heard tell of many ladies 
havings and not they only bat maids also. 

I have heard this tale told of the late M. de Randan, 
who once being with some jolly companions at the Court, 
and not knowing what to do^ they went one day to ^ee 
the maids piss^ they being hid below and the maids being 
above • There was one of them who pissed against the 
ground, but I will not give her name; and seeing that this 
was the floor of the seat, her lips were so large that they 
passed beyond the hole of the seat» so as to show the 
length of a finger beyond. And M. de Randan by chaiice 
having a stick which he had taken from a lacquey, with 
it he pierced so cleverly her lips and nailed them against 
the seat» that the maid feeling the prick, and jumping 
up suddenly, she tore them all, and thus of the two 
parts which she had there were made four; and the 
said lips remained thus cut in the shape of a crayfish's 
beard, and by this she found herself in much pain, and 
her mistress was very angry. 

M. de Randan and his company told this fale to king 
Henri, who was a jolly companion, and he did not keep it 
to himself, but told it all to the Court, hiding naught of 
it. 

These large lips caused me once to ask the reason of 
them from an excellent doctor, who told me that when 
the women and the maids are in rut, they touch and handle, 
and turn and twist, and lengthen and draw them so often, 
that they may give themselves more pleasure when they 
are together " (Brant 6me, Fies des Dames galantes). 

Since we have begun to quote from that merry anecdo- 
tist and good soldier, Pierre de Bourdeille, whom posterity 
knows under the name of Brantome, let us also give his 
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opinion on the C.s of the great ladies of the 0)urt of 
France in the days of Henri II and Charles IX , lair and 
noble dames whom he knew so well, and with whom, let 
us add, he had had so much to do. 

The C.s of the great ladies ot the Court of 
France. As there is no need to be an expert physician in 
order to have a practical knowledge of the conformation 
of a woman's vulva, we find in the Fits des Dames Galantes 
the description of the C... s of the great and noble dam6s 
whom he knew. 

** There are many others whose plump and pretty faces 
make us desire their bodies, but when we come to them 
we find them so fleshless that the pleasure and the tempu- 
tion sooii ** pass away **. In others we find the barred 
bone (i) with so little flesh upon it that it galls and hurts 
more than being on the bare back of a mule. 

Therefore, to supply its place, such dames are accusto- 
med to make use of little cushions, very soft and delicate, 
te receive the blow and prevent its hurting. 

I have heard tell of a great lady, and I knew her and I 
know her still, who is hairy and shaggy on the chest, the 
stomach, and along her spine and below, like a savage. I 
leave you to think, who have just read that, if the proverb 
is true '* that no one who is so hairy is rich or lustful "; 
but she is both. I assure you, and she gives much to 
behold and to desire. 

Others there are who have their little things hideous 
and disagreable. Some have not curly , but long and hang- 
ing hair, so that you would say it was a Saracen's mous- 
taches,and yet they never remove this fleece, but are pleas- 
ed to wear it; as it is said. " A grassy road and a hairy 

(i) Pubis. 
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c are both pleasant to ride over **. I have heard tell of 

a very great lady who had it so. 

I have heard tell of another fair and noble dame who 
had them so long that she twisted them with cords and 
ribbon of crimson silk or some other colour, and curled 
them as they curl a wig, and then tied them to her thighs, 
and sometimes in this condition she would show herself to 
her husband and to her lover, or else shp untied her cords 
and ribbons and they appeared curly afterwards, and more 
seemly than they would have otherwise. 

And some too, on the other hand, like to keep them 
shaved, like a priest's beard. 

Other women there are who have no hair at all, or very 
little, as I have heard tell of a very great and fair lady, 
whom I knew; but this is by no means well, and causes 
evil suspicion : just as there are men who have only little 
tufts of beard on the chin, and are not thought to be of 
good blood, but like lepers, 

** Other women there are who have the mouth of that 
part so pale, that one would say that they had a fever ; 
and they resemble some drunkards, who while they drink 
more wine than they do milk, are yet as pale as the dead; 
and thus they call them traitors to wine, not those who 
are rubicund ; and so we may call these women in the 
same way traitresses to Venus, if it were not that they say 
*^ a pale whore and a red whoremonger ". Such as have 
that part so pale and chilled are not pleasant to see, and 
in that way do not resemble one of the greatest ladies that 
one could see, and was of high rank too, whom I have 
seen, and who said that she carried the three fair colours 
usually together, which were crimson and white and 
black; for the mouth of it was coloured and ruddy, as it 
should be, and that is one of its beauties, while the skin 
was as white as alabaster, and that was shaded by black 
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hair like ebony. This appearance of it is fair to see, and 
not like the others of which I have just spoken. 

** Others there are who have it naturally so low and so 
split to the rump, although they are little women, that wc 
must be careful about touching them for many nasty rea- 
sons which I would not dare to mention; for they say 
that the two rivers are so close and nearly touch together, 
so that there is a risk of leaving the one and navigating the 
other, which is quite too scandalous. 

Other dames there are who have many hidden faults; 
as I have heard tell of one who did her fecal business by 
the front; and when I asked the reason of this from a 
worthy doctor, he told me that it was because she had 
been pierced too young, and by a man who was too well 
furnished and too robust. 

I have heard tell of a gallant gentleman who had one 
of the fairest wives of the Court, and had nothing to do 
with her. Another who was not so scrupulous, being in 
her company found that she stunk so much that he could 
not endure the smell, and thus he knew why her husband 
avoided her. 

I have heard tell of another who farted from her 
front; the doctors have told me that this may happen by rea* 
son of the wind and flatulency being able to come out from 
there in proportion as they do the *' fricarelle ". 

Others there are who cannot hold their urine, and so 
they always have a small sponge between their legs, as I 
have known two great ladies do. 

I have heard tell of another great lady who, when she 
copulated, pissed so much, either at the moment or directly 
afterwards, just like a mare when she has been covered, 
that they had to throw a bucket of water over her, as 
they do over a mare. 

'^ I will relate too this little story, which is amusing, of a 
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gentleman who told me that when he was in bed with a 
very fair lady, and doing his duty by her, he found in this 
part some hairs so prickly and so sharp that it was with 
much inconvenience that he could accomplish it, so much 
did they prick and harass him. At length, when he had done, 
he wanted to try with his hand; he found that round her 
coynte there were half a dozen of certain threads, furnished 
with these hairs so sharp, long, stiflF, and prickly, that 
they would have suited a cobbler to sew with like those 
of hogs, and he wished to see these, which the lady with 
great difficulty allowed him, and he found that these 
threads surrounded her thing just like a medal surrounded 
with diamonds and rubies to serve as an ornament for a 
cap or a bonnet ". 

Anomalies of the Hymen. The hymen is capa- 
ble of displaying many other anomalies owing to its ex- 
treme fragility. A simple mucous membrane, inserted 
round the opening of the vagina and stretching in front 
Uke a veil to protect its entrance, this vaginal barrier may 
become so thickened, hardened and resistant, especially 
through age, as to present an insurmountable obstacle to 
coition. This is a danger for old maids who have kept 
their virginity too long. This obstacle is also met with in 
young girls as an original defect of conformation. Its small 
opening in the centre is sometimes wanting, and this im- 
perforation involves the retention of the menses, just like 
the union of the labia maj.ora, but showing different signs. 

We give a curious instance of this, taken from Gamier. 

Imperforated hymen. A girl aged fifteen, without 
menses, felt a weight and pain in her belly at regular pe- 
riods; she was pale, and became breathless at the least fa- 
tigue, and did not eat. If, on these signs, a woman (mother, 

20 
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sister, aunt, or mid-wife) had examined the state of her 
genital parts, she would have been satisfied that an ano- 
maly existed in their conformation. I>Merici did not even 
look at them, and confined himself to prescribing a diet- 
ary and iron, without touching her. 

The local symptoms, instead of diminishing, increased 
daily. The patient was unable to urinate, and the colics 
were so painful that defecation became difficult. The belly 
was swollen, and painful when touched, and the doctor 
then ascertained the existence of a hard resisiant mem- 
brane, which completely closed the vagina. This was the 
imperforated hymen reuihing the blood and menses in the 
matrix and the vagina, and forming by its coagulation a 
large elastic tumour projecting into the anus. 

The puncture of this membrane having yielded blood, 
the opening was enlarged, and a Hire of thick chocolate- 
coloured matter escaped. The symptoms diminished im- 
mediately, showing that this was evidently the cause of 
the illness; but peritonitis supervened towards the fifteenth 
day, as a consequence of the operation rather than of a 
chill, and placed the life of the patient in danger '\ 

Hsnnen shaped like collarettes. '^ Besides these 
different types, I have called your attention to a shape 
which I have met with in one of my patients, aged 15 who 
lay in No. 10 of the CuUerier ward. In this young girl, 
who was suffering from syphilb and Menorrhagia, and who 
since the age of I2j had almost daily sexual intercourse, I 
ascertained the perfect integrity of the hymen membrane, 
which displayed a special conformation. Instead of being 
formed by a single tongue, the hymen was composed of a 
series of concentric lamellae, laid one upon another as in a 
compound corolla. The external lamella was nearly entire, 
but within occurred one, and at certain points two, smal- 
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ler lamellae, independent of the first and incomplete. It 
might be said that three hymens existed, the external one 
nearly entire, the two others situated within and incom- 
plete, leaving off abruptly, but iiot torn. This appearance 
of the hymen exactly resembled the collarettes of the mig- 
nons of Henri III, called ruffs. 

These three types of lamellae are the continuation of the 
vaginal walls. On their internal surface are seen the pro- 
longations of the columns of the vagina. It may be said 
with Budin, that these lamellae are the external expansion 
of the vagina. 

This arrangement of the hymenal membrane, as well as 
theprecedingannular arrangement, it is important to know, 
especially in legal medicine, for you will observe that de- 
floration and violation may wke place without any tearing 
of the membrane. The woman may be enceinte, and the 
hymen remain intact. Besides, this may occur in the same 
way with the types assumed by the hymenal membrane. 
Numerous observations exist on this subject in medical 
science. I shall refer again, however, to all these facts in 
the study of defloration. 

In the cases which I have hitherto had in view, the hy- 
menal ring is sufficiently loose to stretch without tearing 
at the moment of sexual intercourse. It follows that viola- 
tion may be effected with no palpable material lesion of 
the hymen membrane. 

These facts are not without affording great difficulties in 
medico-legal surveys. I will say the same of cases in which 
despite repeated criminal attempts, the hymen preserves its 
complete integrity. 

D' Delens, in his work (r), points out the folbwing 

(1) Certains difaiUs de la conformation de I'Hynien dans kurs rapports 
avec la trUdecint Ugak, Paris, 1877. 
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facts. In the first, it was the case of a young person aged 
fifteen and a half, the victim for several years of repeated 
criminal attempts, affected too with vulvitis and vaginitis 
and yet not deflowered. This integrity of the Hymen, in 
spite of the criminal attempts detailed by the young girl, 
and confirmed by the existence of lesions previously indi- 
cated, was explained by the conformation of that mem- 
brane, which was at least i millimetre thick, pierced with 
a narrow opening only i millimetre in diameter, and ac- 
cordingly as resistant as an imperforated hymen. In this 
case the expert cannot make use of the rules which usually 
guide him, and conclude, from the absence ofany tearing, 
that external violence has not been applied. 

In the two othet cases, it was a question of biperforated 
hymen. In one, the two openings were not more than 
2 millimitres in diameter; in the other, they were from 
7 to 8 millimetres by 3 to 4. In these cases, the mesial 
and solid fraenum which separates the two orifices is a 
more serious obstacle to defloration in proportion as the 
openings are smaller, and consequently the expert ought 
to attach great weight to this circumstance in order to for- 
mulate his conclusions. 

Defective insertion of the Hymen. The in- 
sertion above and below of this membrane being wanting 
at the sides, may occasion a double vaginal opening, abso- 
lutely corresponding to bifidity of the penis. The same 
result occurs when the insertion exists only on the sides. 
It may even be inserted spirally, as D' Demange met with 
it in a girl aged 16, who had suffered an attempted r»pe. 
Themedico-legal examination showed that the two extrem- 
ities of the pad of the opening overlapped one another, 
to an extent of about 4 millimetres, the left passing 
over the right, and being separated from it by a distance 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



DEFECTS OF CONFORMATION. IN THE GENITALS 309 

of 3 millimfetres {Soditi dc midecine dt Nancy ^ ii Avril, 
1888). 

Adherence of the Nymphae. It may happen 
that the vulva is partly closed by an adherence of the 
nymphae. An instance of this is given by Martineau, in 
the case of a young girl aged i6, who exhibited an adhe- 
sion of the nymphae, resulting either from an operation 
which she had undergone when one year old, or from a 
congenital malformation. This adhesion, complete above 
and below, where it perfectly covered the clitoris, was 
incomplete on the mesial line> an orifice about 2 centime- 
tres wide, corresponding to the entrance of the vagina, 
was the result. It was possible to insert the finger, and 
ascertain the presence of the uterus. It was necessary to 
pfcnetrate further, by means of which the uterine neck, 
which was perfectly normal, could be discovered. 

Owing to this defect, this young girl was unable to en- 
dure vaginal coition, and her lover therefore performed it 
upon her anus. 

Occlusion of the vulva. — The vulva may be 
entirely wanting, and the nymphae being completely join- 
ed together, the vaginal orifice is completely closed. This 
anomaly may be congenital, or the result of a burn, or 
of an operation called infibulation, which will be discussed 
further on. 

The only remedy to be applied is the bistoury, to re- 
open the vaginal orifice. Many operations have been suc- 
cessfully undertaken.' 

An observation of D' Mallian, of Lyons, who operated 
in a similar case, is not without interest. The subject was 
a woman aged 20, who had been married for two years, 
and whom her husband in spite of every effort had been 
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unable to devirginate. But, by the irony of fate, when, 
three months after the operation, she left the hospital com- 
pletely restored,it was only to be present at her husband's 
last moments, who died on the eve of placing his feet 
within the promised land. 
We may say with Gavroche : ^* Oh wretched luck ! " 

B. Defects of Conformation of the internal 
genital apparatus. 

Narro'vimess of the vagina. The vagina may be 
stopped by the vulva, or by an imperforated hymen, as 
we have seen above. But this organ may also be singularly 
contracted, and thus constitute a serious obstacle to copu- 
lation. But, ifthe normal length is in existence, the conduit 
may be considerably wndened by gradual dilatation, and 
rendered suitable for coition. Besides, ** it is only the 
first step which hurts " and the woman, by dint of using 
her vagina will always be able to improve its narrow 
shape, and with a little willingness and the assistance of 
some grease, she will admit the passage of a moderate- 
sized penis. An observation borrowed from Tardieu is now 
given. 

'' Authentication of virginity. — Defect of 
conformation of the Vagina.— Deformation 
of the Vulva* — Examined the woman C. D. aged 40. 
She asserted that she had never had intercourse with a 
man, contrary to the allegations of the accused X... who 
declared that the articles said to have* been stolen by him, 
were given him by her. 

The woman was strong, dark complexioned, arid well 
made. The pelvis was much developed. The external genital 
parts were perfectly normal.TJbe labia majora and the nym- 
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phae showed slightly exaggerated dimensions. They opened 
widely, and allowed a kind of deep funnel -shaped vestibule 
to be seen, at the extremity of which was a kind of prortii- 
nentpad, formed by the hymen membrane, pierced in the 
centre with an opening with fringed edges, which only 
admitted with difficulty the little finger. A perfectly nor- 
mal narrowness of the vagina was observable, the walls of 
which were contracted and rigid, and incapable in any case 
of admitting a virile member of the least size. The mu- 
cous membrane which lines the interior of the vulva was 
slightly fretted, and did not display the appearance artd co- 
louration which it ordinarily does in virgins. The woman 
D... states, moreover^ that her health is regular, that she 
has never experienced any troubles in menstruation, and 
that she has never had any particular complaint of the ge- 
nital organs. 

From the preceding examination our conclusion is, 
I'S that the woman CD... displays a defect of conforma- 
tion of the genital organs, which does not pennit the re- 
gular accomplishment of the sexual act, but which is not 
an obstacle to the incomplete intromission of the virile 
member ; 2^ , that the h3rmen membrane has not been 
destroyed, but that it is deeply compressed, and this cir- 
cumstance, together with the characteristic deformation of 
the external genital parts, indicates that the woman CD... 
may, without having been deflowered, have had inter- 
course with a man '* . 

This observation of Tardieu shows us that if there arc 
compositions with Heaven, so there are vnih narrowness 
of the vagina. Unfortunately, the reverse case is less pro- 
pitious. 

Exaggerated amplitude of the vagina. In 

certain women, the vagina may acquire a considerable 
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amplitude. If it' is congenital, and the woman is salacious, 
and indulges beyond measure in the pleasure of love with 
men who have a large member, her vagina may beconae a 
veritable gulf, in which a penis of ordinary dimensions 
finds itself quite lost. There is no remedy for this defor- 
mity, except to endeavour to palliate it with tonics and 
astringents within the limits of possibility. 

The lei^d bottle. We quote some instances. The 
first is taken from Bronaudel. " I was informed confiden- 
tially, that in a street adjoining the rue des Anglais, there 
is a tavern, where you can get blind drundk,thatis to say, 
where you are tied up under the cask by a strap which 
goes round the middle, and holds you up when you are 
full. There is also a woman there who makes a speciality 
of inserting a bottle in her vagina, and the visitors indulge 
in the peculiar pleasure of drinking out of it. I see under 
this form a peculiar generic deviation ". 

If the reader will reflect fhat the largest penis which 
can be seen, unless in a case of elephantiasis, reaches a 
maximum of 6"i/3 centimetres in diameter, and that an 
ordinary claret bottle has a calibre of 8 centimetres, it will 
be seen that the unfortunate woman who owns such a ca- 
vern as this, has little chance of finding a foot large enough 
to fit her boot. 

These large vaginae have already been pointed out by 
Brant6me {Vies des Dames galantes). 

'' The large G....S of i^oxnen, and the small 
engines of men.Regarding this J remember a story of 
a gallant and handsome nobleman, now dead, who was 
complaining one day of the capacity of the nature of the 
girls and women with whom he had had to do, and said 
that henceforth he would be obUged to seek for children 
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just coming out of the cradle, in order that he might not 
feel so many waves in mid-ocean, as he had with the others, 
but that he might have more pleasure by swimming in 
a strait. 

If he had addressed these words to a great and noble 
lady whom I knew, she would have given him the same 
answer which she made to a fashionable gentleman, who 
was making the same complaint to her; she replied: ** I 
do not know who ought to complain the most, you men 
of our capacities and amplitudes, or we women of your 
inferiorities and microscopies ; for we have as much to 
complain of in you, as you have in us, and if you carried 
your measures equal to our calibres, we should have no- 
thing to complain of one another *'. ** She spoke very 
truly, and that is why a grcjit lady at Court, looking at 
and contemplating one day a large bronze Hercules which 
is on the fountain at Fontainebleau, she, leaning on the 
arm of a gentleman of her acquaintance, said to him that 
the Hercules, although he was very well made and model- 
led, was not so well proportioned in all his members, as 
he ought to be, more especially with regard to his virile 
member, which was too small and too unequal, and not 
corresponding to his great colossus of a body. The gentle- 
man replied that he found nothing to contradict in what 
she said, and that we must suppose that at that time the 
ladies did not have so large a one as they have now ". 

Besides the opinion of the seigneur de Brantdme, we 
give that of the Canon Beroalde de Verville, whose works 
however, we certainly should not recommend young stu- 
dents to peruse. 

** It is a strange thing, " says this witty but profound 
writer, ** the difference between men and women : if a 
woman has a small one, she makes no difficulty in show- 
ing it, and displaying the neatness of her receptacle. But 
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if she has a large one, she never permits it lo be seen, for 
fear of revealing her disgrace. Look at men when they 
are bathing, those who cannot make much masculine 
display, that is to say those who are ill-shaped, they take 
infinite pains to hide it ; they hold their hands in front of 
it, or their shirt, or hat, or stockings, in fact if they could 
get hold of the moon, they would hang it in front of 
their weapon, so fearful are they of showing what a small 
tool they have for the labour of love, so ashnmed are they 
of their insignificant property. On the contrary, they who 
have one of size, comniend it and leave it to nature, 
either to display it or to hide it; so liberal minded are 
they"(i) 

Nature of the things of i^oxnen and girls. 

The same author further developes this subject in his own 
quaint way^ in the following dialogue. 
Statins. " Of what is it made? ''(a woman's little thing) 
Ucopron. k girl's is made of worm's flesh, it is always 
tickling; a woman's is made of the earth of a swamp, one 
is buried in it up to the belly; or of the water of the 
ocean, because a man's tool, which is made of cork, can- 
not get to the bottom ". 

Curious pleas of a husband and "v^e re- 
garding the dimensions of their parts. '^Our 
official interpreted it to the man and woman who were ar- 
guing before the judge. The man was speaking of his 
wife's article. ** If it was like that ", showing his thumb 
and first finger joined, then he said. '* Or even like 
that, " with his two thumbs and two fore -fingers joined 
at the ends. ** But it is ", and he shewed his hat. And the 

( I ) Moyen de parvenir , 
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wife speaking of her husband's tool, said. ** If it was like 
that ", taking hold of her thigh; '* Or like that " taking 
hold of her arm ; '* But it is ", and she showed her little 
finger -(I). 

The large C.alibre of Queen Catherine 
de Medicis/' A very great princess (Queen Catherine 
de Medicis) having learnt that a large culverin (2) had 
been named after her, enquired the reason. The answer 
was. '' Because, Madame, it has a larger calibre than the 
others ".. 

If, however, they have found and find every day a suffi- 
cient remedy to make their parts more narrow, close, and 
difficult of entrance, some of them make use of it and 
others do not: but, nevertheless, when the road is well 
trodden and opened out by continual residence and traffic, 
or by the passage of children, the openings of many wo- 
men are larger and wider. I find myself a little lost there 
and out of my road, but since it is to the purpose, there is 
no harm and I return to my road. 

La dame Pan de xwv. ** Other women have the 
entrance so large, loose and wide, that it might be taken 
for the Sibyl's cave. 

I have heard tell of some ladies of high rank, who 
have such a big one that it is a spacious as a mare's, and 
who use all the artifices they can in order to make the 
door harrow ; but after two or three interviews, the opeur 
ing returns the same : and, what is more, I have heard 
tell that however well their thing is watched, it opens 

(i) Beroalde de Verville. Le Moyen de parvenir, Paris, ^dit. 1874. 
(2) A culverin was a large piece of ordnance made of bronze, used 
in the attack and defence of fortifications. 
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out like that of a mare on heat. I have been told of three 
who showed such things when they were looked at. 

**I have heard tell of a great lady, fair and of noble rank, 
to whom one of our kings gave the name of •* Pan de 
xwv *', it was so large and wide; and not wrongly for she 
often measured it, but as she contrived during the day to 
narrow it, it was enlarged again in two hours during the 
night, so that what she did one hour was undone the next, 
like Penelope's web. At length she gave up all the contri- 
vances, and was quit of them; to make choice of the lar- 
gest pegs that she could find ** (i). 

The true remedy for narroi^ maids. This 
remedy was very good, as I have heard tell, for a very 
fair and noble lady of the Court, who, on the contrary, had 
one so small and narrow, that they despaired of ever 
having her maidenhead ; but, by the advice of a midwife, 
she began to pass through it, first small arid slender pegs, 
and then middle-sized ones, and from these she came to 
the largest; and by such endeavours, one after the other, 
she accustomed herself to them so well, that the largest 
caused her no more alarm than the little ones did befdre. 

A great foreign Princess, whom I knew, had one so 
small and narrow, that she preferred never to taste of it, 
than to have it cut as the doctors advised her '\ 

The lai^-suit of the i^oman ^vidthout any 
vagina. We give, according to Gallard {Maladies des 
Femmes. Bailliire ct fils, iditeurs. Paris) the details of an 
action brought by a husband against his wife, who was 
unable to give him any satisfaction, owing to the total 
absence of her vagina. The modest husband had been 

(i) Brant^me, op cit. 
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less wary than the lover who entered his mistress by the 
rear. 

'^ A woman whose name was registered as Justine J... 
was married on Dec. 20^*" , 1866, being then 25 years old. 
The conformation of her organs is such that the consom- 
^ mation of marriage is rendered impossible, but the man 
who married her waited for a long time before making 
any complaint, and it was only at the expiration of two 
years that he presented a petition for nullity of marriage, 
on the grounds that the person he had married was not a 
woman, " that she possesses none of the distinctive natu- 
ral organs of a woman, she has no breasts, or ovaries, or 
matrix, or vagina; that her pelvis is shaped rather like 
that of a man than that of a woman, and although she is 
27 years of age, she has never yet had menses, or period- 
ical lumbar and abdominal pains. " The Coun gave or- 
ders that the condition of Justine J.... should be ascertain- 
ed by examination ; she refused, however, to agree to this, 
but presented a certificate in which her sexual parts are 
described in the following terms by a highly respected and 
skilful physician, D"^ Carcassone : 

\^ Madame Justine J.... has all the appearances of the 
feminine sex. The external parts of generation, the 
Mount of Venus, the labia majora, and nymphae, the cli- 
toris, and the opening of the urinary meatus, are all shap- 
ed as in the woman, but there is no vagina^ or at all 
events the channel, if it exists, is imperforated. It results 
from this that the act of copulation, and consequently 
fecundation is impossible. The breasts are but slightly de- 
veloped, the pelvis is small, but nothing else recalls the 
attributes of the male sex ". 

The matter was laid before the Society of Legal Medi- 
cine, which, after a very clever and sensible report by 
M. Dolbeau, declined to pronounce upon the serious 
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question which had been referred to it, as it did not find 
in the documents which had been communicated the ele- 
ments suflScient for formulating a reply as clear and cate- 
gorical as was required. Nevertheless, while associating 
myself with the decision which wasf taken, I think I 
should express the opinion that in $uch a case, consider- 
ing on the one hand the above certificate, and on the 
other the proofs supplied by the fact which I have just . 
mentioned, there are grounds for supposing that Madame 
Justine J.... is an ill-shaped woman, and not an ill-shaped 
man, as has been asserted by the man who had an inter- 
est in having the marriage which he had contracted 
with her nullified. 

Such was not the opinion of the Court as, after 
lengthy discussions, judgment was given declaring the 
nullity of the marriage, and consequently authorizing the 
former husband of Justine J.... to contract a new one 
more in conformity with his tastes, which has accordingly 
been done. 

It is of slight importance to us whether the Court gave 
a right decision or not : nor does the development of the 
breasts, the size of the pelvis^ or the possibility of fecun- 
dation interest us much more. But what we must remem- 
ber is that in the case of Justine J.... copulation was 
impossible. Why ? Because the vagina did not exist, or was 
imperforated. That the vagina is indispensable for coition, 
we are all aware; but that it may be wanting is what 
many persons are ignorant of. The feet, however, is not 
very rare : medical works contain a good ijumber of obser- 
vations similar to the preceding, and where in the place 
of the vagina a solid cord exists, having no appearance of 
the channel intended to receive the virile member. 

Operations undertaken to create an arti- 
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f icial vagina, We have just seen by the trial repor- 
tedabove, that the vagina may be completely wanting, just 
as the penis in man. But this deformity though exceed- 
ingly serious is not so terrible in the woman as in the 
man. A man without a penis is an unhappy creature 
who can never know the pleasures of love. In the wo- 
man, since the matrix exists^ an abnormal supplementary 
opening usually replaces the absent vagina. This is met 
with in the anus and the bladder through the expulsion 
of the blood of the menses. These openings have been 
made use of by lovers, provided that they have not been 
repulsed by this deformity. The celebrated surgeon, Louis, 
of the 18*** century, has even delivered a woman without a 
vagina, through the anus, whose matrix opened into the 
rectum. She had copulated, or rather committed sodomy, 
with a lover operating like the Mussulman of Qiro, who 
finding the front door of his house closed^ went in by the 
back-door. Louis even composed a thesis, demanding that 
there should be a legal right to commit sodomy with 
women thus organized. 

However this may be, modern surgery has striven to 
create an artificial vagina for those women who are 
without one. But this operation is always a delicate one, 
and is far from being a constant success. Professor Courty 
gives the following chances of a successful operation. In 
28 cases of imperforation at birth, 2 operations remained 
incomplete, and 2 were repeated on account of relapse. 
There were 6 deaths. 

In 33 operations for accidental obliteration, 6 deaths 
resulted, 8 remained incomplete, and 2 were repeated 
on account of relapse. These results indicate the dangers 
of this operation. 

Anomalies of the Uterus. The total absence of 
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the Uterus, without there being the least vestige of that 
organ, is altogether exceptional. Less rare are the cases 
of arrested development, in which the uterus has remained 
at its rudimentary foetal or infantile condition. Side by 
side with the rudimentary foetal or infantile uterus must 
be placed the variety known as the pubescent uterus. This 
is the designauon of a peculiar condition, intermediate 
between the infantile uterus and that of the young virgin 
at the commencement of the period of sexual activity, in 
which the gestatory organ displays the same characteristics 
in the adult as at the epoch preceding puberty. 

Fecundation is impossible with an absent or rudimen- 
tary uterus. But it may take place with a pubescent uterus. 

Non-permeability of the neck of the ute- 
rus is congenital or acquired, complete (obliteration) or 
incomplete (stricture). 

Congenital obliteration of the neck of the uterus is much 
more rare than that which is produced during the course 
of iife, Tlie latter is most frequently met witli at the exter- 
nal orifice. 

Stricture, the same as obliteration, may be either con- 
genital or acquired. In the second case, it admits like obli- 
teration the same causes; — rents» inflammations, ulce- 
rations, and, in particular, cauterisation badly performed. 
Congenital stricture generally affects the whole length of 
the cavity of the neck. The os uteri is pointed, conical, 
indurated. The external orifice is small, often scarcely 
recognizable but by a small drop of mucus which escapes 
from it. 

Among the other malformations of the neck of the ute- 
rus the only important one is elongation with augmenta- 
tion of size, which gives it the appearance of the clapper of 
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a bell. Not only is fecundation impeded, but coition is 
rendered almost impossible. 

Double uterus, and unicorn uterus. When 
the uterus is unicorn, if the single horn of which it is 
composed has its complete development, pregnancy occurs 
without hindrance. 

The women who have a double uterus are very apt to 
conceive. The greater number of them reach the limit. 
The rest have numerous miscarriages without being able 
to come to the ninth month. 

Anomalies of the ovaries. If an autopsy has 
demonstrated their absence, it is an anomaly so great that 
there is no reason for taking count of it. Even in women 
who have no menses and are barren, almost the best sign 
of their absence, they still manifest their influence by head- 
aches and periodical monthly symptoms. The presence of 
the matrix in this case is an evidence of their latent, rudi- 
mentary, minute existence. 

*' (52) Consulted in 1867 regarding the marriage of a 
dressmaker aged 21, well developed, but who never had 
had menses, although troubled every month by terrible 
head-aches and other discomforts. I discovered, by touching 
it, the neck of the urethra, without any appreciable body. 
It was undoubtedly imperfectly developed, as it is in young 
girls. I asserted that she could not become a mother under 
these conditions. 

The marriage took place nevertheless. The woman con- 
tinued to be troubled, although the conjugal intercourse 
evidently diminished the periodic symptoms; yet all the 
excitements and the pleasures of sexual intercourse have 
not caused the appearance of the menses. There has been 
at times a slight stain of blood on the linen, sufficient to 
• 21 
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preserve the hopes of maternity. She became stout at the 
age of 36, and this caused the. discomforts and indisposi- 
tions to disappear ". (Gamier, ^Anomalies sexuelles.) 

Complete absence of the uterus and ova- 
ries. We are only aware of one observation of this, men- 
tioned by Martineau (Lefons sur hs Diformalions vulvaires 
tfanaUs. Paris, Adrien Delahaye). 

*' In a woman aged 3o,placed undermycare forablenor- 
rhagia vaginitis, I ascertained beyond all doubt that the 
internal genital organs, the uterus and ovaries, were com- 
pletely Wanting. The vulva was slightly developed. Its 
development corresponded to that of a young girl from r i 
to 12 years of age. The Mount of Venus was destitute of 
hair. At the bottom of the vagina, the finger felt a slight 
projecture, or small tubercle, probably the rudiment of a 
uterus. The rectal touch, and the catheter passed to the 
bladder, demonstrated the absence of a normal uterus. 1 he 
woman had never had menses, nor had she at any period 
experienced the disturbances which result from the mens- 
trual hemorrhagic diathesis. In spite of the absence of-the 
internal genital organs, venereal desires were very pro- 
nounced in this woman; the exaggerated development of 
the clitoris indicated inveterate habits of manualisation ". 

Anomalies of the urinary meatus. In the 

child, the meatus has the shape of a longitudinal slit, and it 
faces forwards, so that the jet of urine is projected directly 
forwards. In the woman, on the contrary, owing to the 
change of direction undergone by the vulva, the meatus 
faces downwards. Thence arises the impossibility for her 
to urinate upright. It is projecting, circular, and frequently 
gaping. 
In the woman, as in the man, the urethra may be clos* 
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ed. But this case is very rare, and a simple stroke of the 
bistoury is sufficient to give passage to the urine. 

The anomalies of the canal of the urethra are much few- 
er in the woman than in the man. This is because the 
canal has a larger meatus in the woman, and its depth is 
only from two centimetres and a half. It is also much more 
dilatable, which results from the absence of the prostate 
and of the swelling of the bulb, etc. Consequently, the 
strictures which play so active a part in man, are almost 
unknown . 
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CHAPTER XIII 

FOREIGN BODIES IN THE URETHRA AND VAGINA 
OP THE WOMAN 



A. Foreign bodies in the urethra. 

Limits of dilatability oif the feminine urethra. — Husbands who mis- 
take the hole. — Calculi of the urethra. — General shape of the cal- 
culi in the woman. — Foreign bodies introduced into the urethra. 
— Numerous and curious examples. 

B. Foreign bodies in the vagina. 

Cystes. Polypi. Descent of the matrix. — Foreign bodies introduced 
into the vagina. — Some curious examples. — Dangers resulting 
from foreign bodies introduced into the vagina. — Two cases follow- 
ed by death. — The wood pencil, and the gliss decanter stopper 
Muliericides. — The criminal phallus. — Extraordinary outrage 
committed by a mother on her daughter. — Outrages and acts oi 
unnatural obscenity committed on a young girl aged seven, and a 
young boy aged fivi. — \'ery remarkable local disorders. 



Foreign bodies in the urethra of the vro- 
znan. As in the case of man, the foreign bodies may come 
Jrom within or frotn without, or be introduced from without 
or frofn toithin. In order to comprehend perfectly how the 
foreign bodies, often of very large size, can pass through 
the canal of the feminine urethra, let us first show the 
extreme dilatability of the urinary meatus. 

Extreme dilatability of the urinary canal. 

Its extreme dilatability is, at the present day. a matter of 
almost common knowledge. It was ascertained at an early 
date. In France, it dates back to the 16'** century. Franco, 
in his treatise on hernia (i 561), pointed it out as a means 
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for the extraction of calculi, and proposed an instrument 
named ^ dilatoir '. Fabrice dc Hilden, Colet, CoUot, Pierre 
Dyonis, and many others, showed themselves as advocates 
of urethral dilatation in women. Berfrande practised it 6y 
means of an instrument with three branches, and proceed- 
ed, availing himself likewise of the finger, to search for 
calculi. Riviere and Boerhaave extolled in their turn the 
dilatation of the urethra with the finger. 

In England, Astley Cooper preferred the prepared sponge 
to the introduction of the finger. In 1874, Christopher 
Heath demonstrated in London that recourse may be had 
to dilatation of the urethra in women by means of the 
finger, without incurring too great risk of tearing the ca- 
nal or of an incontinence of urine. His process consisted, 
after a previous administration of chloroform, in first 
passing a probe into the urethra, and then the index fin- 
ger above the probe. Heath also made use of the lithotomy 
forceps andof a speculum without a mandrin cut obliquely. 

Professor Simonin of Nancy has also pointed out the 
extreme and rapid dilatation of the canal in women. Hy- 
bord in his thesis declares himself an advocate of gradual 
dilatation and rapid dilatation combined. He made use at 
the same time of the prepared sponge, of probes of in- 
creasing calibre, of the lithotomy forceps, and of dilators 
with several branches. 

Limits of dilatation of the feminine ure- 
thra. It is interesting to know to what limit dilatation 
may be carried without incurring serious inconveniences 
(incontinence of urine, tearing). Avery interesting obser- 
vation, supplied in 1872 to the Society of Surgery by D' Da- 
vat, appears to us to establish very clearly the possible 
degree of dilatation of the canal of the urethra in women, 
and for this reason we reproduce it below. 
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*' Twenty years ago, a woman from M6ry, aged 47, in 
her first child-birth, was in delivery for two days, without 
the laix)ur making any progress. I was summoned. My 
first duty was to examine the woman by touch ; parting 
therefore the labia majpra, my index and middle finger 
joined together penetrated into a shallow part, where I met 
widi an unctuous and limited pocket, behind which I felt 
the child's head.Surprised at this obstacle, which had none 
of the characteristics of shaking or of the uterine neck, an 
. obstacle the walls of which expanded round my fingers like 
a purse, I withdrew them from it, and in order to observe 
the position, the woman was placed on the edge of the 
bed. On parting the labia majora,! found the urinary mea- 
tus gaping and dilated, as well as its canal as £u: as the 
bladder. This dilatation was equal to a circumference of 
il cms, thevolume of my two fingers introduced together. 
This dilatation, whichhad been effected in ten hours slowly 
and progressively by the ignonmt midwife with the aid of 
her index finger, had only occasioned pains less acute than 
those of child-labour, and a few spots of blood. What had 
led this village midwife into the error of mistaking the 
urinary meatus for the opening of the vagina, was that 
the latter was obliterated by a membrane of considerable 
resistance and density. 

The membrane was incised 

The woman for a long time retained an incontinence of 
urine, which disappeared gradually and completely with- 
out remedies, at the tenth month... However, this incon- 
tinence, which has never re-appeared now that she is an 
old woman, takes place sometimes during sleep ". 

Undoubtedly such a d^ee of dilatability could not be 
admitted as a rule. But authors are £ir from being in agree- 
ment regarding the figures which would ^ve a mcx'e exact 
indication. While Hybord, inFrance, dedaresdiat it should 
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not be dilated beyond 3 to 4 centim&tres in circumference, 
or 10 to 12 millimetres in diameter, the German doctor 
Spiegelberg declares that it may reach 7 or 8 centimetres 
in circumference, arid 2 5 millimetres in diameter. Simdnin, 
of Nancy, also adopts the figures of Spiegelberg, and de- 
clares that the rapid dilatation of the urethra of a woman, 
under anaesthetics, may reach 23 to 24 centimfctres in ca- 
libre. 

This dilatation may be effected by the bleeding method, 
by slightly incising the urinary meatus, or by the non- 
bleeding, slow, and progressive method; when recourse is 
had to the prepared sponge orstalks of laminar iadigitatamth 
mechanical dilatations by the speculum, or the finger, it is 
more frequently rapid and forced **. 

The husbands vrho mistake the entrance. 

Everybody is acqua^inted with the story, related by Portal, 
of the husband who copulated in the canal of his wife's 
urethra. Morgagnihas related a similar story. M. Phillips 
relates that, in i833,Boycr had under his care in the South 
ern Hospital a prostitute, aged 36, who made use of the 
urethra for coition, and whose hymen was intact. 

Professor Gourdes has ascertained thai the slow and gra- 
dual dilatation of the urinary meatus in a girl, had allowed 
the complete introduction of the virile member. 

This was the case with the simple husband who resided in 
the neighbourhood of Orleans, whose story is told by Gar- 
nier. Speaking one day to his confessor of the barrenness ot 
his wife, the priest replied that perhaps he was not follow- 
ing the right path. He changed his path so clumsily, that 
an incontinence of urine was the speedy result. The error 
was thus cleared up by the intervention of the physician. 

Calculi of the Urethra. Just as the man, so also 
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the woman may have calculi in the bladder. But what we 
have said regarding the extreme dilatability of the urethra, 
explains equally how very voluminous calculi may come 
forth spontaneously by this path. Authors quote numerous 
cases of that nature, and we will satisfy ourselves by men- 
tioning only the more remarkable. Carrco has seen a wo- 
man, aged 50, eject spontaneously a calculus weighing 101 
grammes, three inches five lines long, and two inches se- 
ven lines wide (G^^te/a Medica, 1847). M. Segalas has ob- 
served a woman who cast successively two calculi, one 
weighing 40 grammes, and the other 103. 

The Report oi the Dublin Society (1862) 
quotes an instance of a calculus, wieghing 119 grammes, 
ejected spontaneously by a woman. Middleton {Diet, des 
Sciences Medicates) has seen a calculus of four ounces ejec- 
ted. Howship has drawn a calculus weighing fiveouncessix 
grains, ejected by an old negress. Gurliepspeaks of a calcu- 
lus weighing 3 1/2 ounces. Lecat has seen one of six oun- 
ces six grains, three inches and three lines long, by twenty- 
five lines wide, and five thick (Deuxiime rectieil, page 102)- 

And, finally, Clauder has seen a calculus of twelve ounces 
issue spontaneously, the expulsion of which was followed 
by incontinence of urine.The latter symptom — inconti- 
nence of urine — is, however, not rare as a result of these 
forced distensions, and has frequently been observed by 
different practitioners. 

The calculi of the urethra may be met with in all parts 
of the canal ; but they stop by preference behind the 
meatus, which is the most contracted point.The feeble re- 
sistance offered by the tissues ot the side of the vagina ex- 
plains how the calculi can dilate the canal in this way, to 
the point of leaving the canal permeable. Berard quotes a 
fine instance of this in the Gaxfite des Hopilaux. C6me 
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reports that he withdrew, by the small apparatus, a large 
pear-shaped stone lodged at the root of the urethra, which 
it had contracted and enlarged, without interfering with 
the body of the bladder; the place where it was lodged 
communicated with the bladder, the walls of which were 
considerably thickened, and a distance of over an inch se- 
parated it from the os pubis, by an opening two or three 
lines in diameter. 

Usual shape of calculi of theurethra.In wo- 
men the usual shape of calculi of the urethra is conical. In 
the Gviale Museum there is a calculus which displays on 
its upper surface two slightly concave facets, separated by 
a mesial ridge. These facets were joined with a large vesi- 
cal stone which was destroyed by lithotomy. Some are 
grooved on their surface with a gutter, for the passage of 
the urine. Others are cut out with facets. Lastly there exist 
mixed calculi, belonging at the same time to the bladder 
and to the canal of the urethra, and displaying a contrac- 
tion which corresponds to the neck of the bladder. Bar- 
tholin has seen a calculus of the size of a hen's egg, weigh- 
ing six ounces, which had a nipple separated from its 
body by a narrow neck, and which had been extracted 
from the urethra of a villager, who had suflFered cruelly 
for several years. But the most complete fact of this kind 
belongs to Larrey,who has left a drawing of this remarka- 
ble object. 

** During my sojourn at Toulon in 1796, 1 performed 
an operation on a woman, aged 54, with such success that 
the patient was cured on the seventh day, and without 
incontinence, a rather rare circumstance. I avoided cutting 
the partition which separates the urethra from the vagina, 
by incising this canal on the sides, according to Louis' 
method, with the difference that I made use of the bis- 
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toury and the channelled probe, more simple instruments 
and easierto guide, and by their means made two incisions, 
inclining from right to left, between the walls of the va- 
gina, which I left untouched, and the ascending branches 
of the ischium. The operation resulted in the extraction 
of a stone, formed of two portions united by a neck ; the 
larger part, rounded, was enclosed within the bladder, and 
the smaller portion was entangled in the canal of the ure- 
thra : these two portions separated and were extracted 
without much trouble *' (i). 

Foreign bodies introduced into the ure- 
tbra.The rarity of calculi of the urethra in women is due not 
only to this dilatability of the canal, but also to the relative 
infrequency of disorders of that organ. In fact, the strictures, 
which play such an active part in men^ are almost unknown. 

But if the woman has the privilege of a certain number 
of purely negative causes, there is a positive cause which 
is met with much more frequently in her than in man. We 
refer to the introduction of foreign bodies into the urethra, 
either by accident or by a perversion of the generic sense. 
We have no pretention to enumerate all the foreign bo- 
dies which have thus strayed,and which have been extrac- 
ted, simply encrusted with a calcareous layer, or complete- 
ly enveloped with the saline deposit. We shall be content 
with quoting the most curious, and we take them as they 
are described in the remarkable work of D' Touillet (i)- 

** Moreau, head surgeon of the H6tel-Dieu at Paris> re- 
lated in the course of his operations that he had extracted 
from a woman's bladder^ a small apple encrusted with 
calculous matter. 

— A young girl introduced into the bladder, through 

(i) Larrey, Clin, chir., t. II, p. 560. 

(2) De VOnanisme chei hfemnu. Paris, 1897, pp. 124 to 184 . 
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the urethra, a wooden case which is used to hold needles. 
It was extracted at the end of three months; it was sur- 
rounded with calculous matter. Several small calculi were 
at the same time withdrawn from the bladder, some ot 
which were of the size of a nut, and some gravel was also 
brought out by injections. The girl recovered, and has 
felt no more inconvenience. 

— A young girl, about i6, xubbed her urinary meatus 
with the head of a long black hair-pin. Having introduced 
it into the urethra, the pin escaped and penetrated into 
the bladder. At the end of several months, having fallen 
into consumption, the unhappy girl confessed the origin of 
her disorder. The probe was used, and a stone was disco- 
vered in the bladder. This calculus, of the size of a hen's 
egg, was broken and extracted afterlong, troublesome and 
very painful atttempts. As to the pin which was situated 
frpm behind forwards and with the point towards the pu- 
bis, it was also extracted. It measured threeinches in length 
and wasincrusted with calculous matter. The girl recovered. 

The bone-needles of lascivious girls. Mor- 
gagni, after Chopart, reports several observations on the 
bone needles which the Italian women use for their hair, 
and which lascivious girls introduce into the urethra, and 
allow to escape into the bladder. The pains which these 
girls feel in the urinary channels, compel them to de- 
clare the cause of it, but there are some who from shame 
or other motives, try to disguise the truth, and to have it 
believed that these needles have passed through the chan- 
nels of deglutition into the stomach and bladder. Their 
story cannot deceive those who are acquainted with the 
natural and easy channel by which these needles and other 
larger bodies may penetrate into this cavity. Moinichen 
quotes the case of a Venetian girl, who, while rubbing the 
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urinary meatus with a bone needle, allowed it to escape 
into the bladder, from which it was only possible to with- 
draw it by dilating the urethra. 

— A girl of Parma, aged about 20, was in bed with ano- 
ther girl who introduced into her urethra a large needle 
with an ivory head. This needle, the length of a finger,fell 
into the bladder. A few days afterwards, the girl only uri- 
nated drop, by drop and with very great pain. The shame 
of confessing her adventure caused her to conceal her mis- 
fortune for five months. At length, growing thin and ha- 
ving fever, she had recourse to a surgeon, who, passing 
his finger into the vagina, felt a hardness, discovered an 
end of the needle which had pierced the bladder and the 
vagina, and contented himself with removing the calculous 
matter which encrusted the foreign body. The patient feel- 
ing no relief, another surgeon was summoned, who intro- 
duced a probe into the bladder, and felt there a hard body. 
In order to relieve the patient*s acute pains he caused her 
to take a large quantity of olive oil, and a few days after- 
wards, the needle, which was encrusted with calculous 
matter appeared at the orifice of the vagina by the hole 
made at the bladder. It was withdrawn by the hand with- 
out the aid of any instrument. The girl ceased to suffer, 
and was able to work, but a vesical fistula remained, which 
occasioned an incontinence of urine {%Acadimie des scien- 
ces de TariSy ann^e 1736). 

— A girl of Padua, aflFected, she said, with a tickling of . 
the vulva, rubbed the urinary meatus during the night with 
the head of a long iron pin. The pin passed into the ure- 
thra and gained the bladder, from which the young girl tried 
in vain to withdraw it. Shame compelled her to keep silence 
regarding her adventure for eight months, but the declining 
condition into which she fell, and entreaties of her friends, 
induced her, at last to confess the origin of her sufferings. 
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A surgeon, who was called in to attend her, introdu- 
ced his finger into the bladder, and discovered the pin, 
which had served as a point of origin for a calculus. It was 
decided to perform the operation by cutting, and in this 
way the stone and its nietallic nucleus were withdrawn. 
But the young girl died at the expiration of three days. 

— *Mn the month of June, 1835, says Dr Deunce in a 
memoir published by the Journal de Midecine de Bordeaux, 
I was summoned to a young girl, aged 18, a seam- 
stress, residing in Rue Saint-Hyacinthe, Paris, who had 
been in bed for three days, suffering, she declared, from 
painful colics. I first examined the stomach which gave 
no pain when touched. As the patient persisted in loc- 
ating the seat of the pains which she felt in the hypo- 
gastric, I was induced to investigate the vagina by touch,. 
I was much surprised to feel in the anterior wall of the 
vagina a hard and sharp point which lifted up the mu- 
cous membrane. The patient confessed to me that in 
order to allay a very violent tickling, twelve days pre- 
viously, she had applied to the genital part a crochet- 
needle which she used for embroidery, and that she could 
not explain how it had slipped from her hand. A fresh 
examination, made with aid of a probe and the specu- 
lum, permitted me to* ascertain that the foreign body had 
penetrated into the bladder, that it was difficult to 
move, and that its pointed end was entangled in the pos- 
terior part of the inferior wall of the urethra, which was, 
so to speak, harpooned. In fact, the point of the instru- 
ment, as is well known, resembles a hook, and this little 
hook rendered its extraction difficult. On the side of the 
vagina, three or four centimetres deep, the point made a 
noticeable projecture. 

Having succeeded in seizing the foreign body with 
a pair of dressing forceps, I was able to recognize clearly 
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that each effort which I made to disengage it and draw it 
towards me was useless, and served only to drive it deep- 
er. During this manoeuvre, by means of my finger which 
I kept in the vagina, I was able to assure myself that the 
point of the crochet-needle was becoming quite superficial. 
I did not hesitate to apply a little more force to the 
forceps which held the crochet- needle in the bladder. The 
point passed completely through the urethro-vaginal wall 
and by the did of another pair of forceps, I managed to seize 
it in the vagina, and to draw the whole crochet-needle 
through this passage. I should add that, having taken the 
precaution to keep a probe in the bladder for two days, 
the narrow opening closed, and the patient recovered 
without any trace of a fistula. 

— *' A cleaner of lace, a young girl aged 21, indulged, 
when she went to bed, in acts of masturbation, and for 
this purpose made use of a bone needle, fusiform, blunt 
at one end and pointed at the other, and 1 1 centimetres 
long. These manoeuvres were prolonged until the moment, 
when overcome by slumber, the young girl fell asleep, 
leaving her hand and the instrument of her solitary plea- 
sures in their place. She passed a good night, and even 
returned the next day to her usual work, when some dull 
pains, combined with the absence of her needle, caused her 
to suspecj the accident which had happened to her during 
her sleep. Nevertheless, she endured her sufierings with 
courage, but, being compelled at length to preserve an 
attitude of repose, she came, on the eighth day, to consult 
M. Bron, and confessed to him what had happened. The 
surgeoa immediately proceeded to probe the patient, in 
order to ascertain the presence of the foreign body, and 
when he had gained this ceruinty, he proceeded to the 
extraction of the needle, which, after different unsuccessful 
attempts, was withdrawn in the following manner: thepa- 
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ttent was placed under anaesthetics, and an injection of 
water having been made into the bladder, M. Bron intro- 
duced a finger into the vagina, and a pair of forceps with 
a ring into the bladder. By means of his two hands, he 
ascertained that the needle was in front, a little to the 
left, at the upper portion of the pubis, and was pressed 
against the posterior wall of the bladder by its opposite 
extremity. Guided by this diagnosis, M. Bron kept his 
index finger on the projecture which he perceived deep in 
the vagina, in order to learn the result of his manoeuvres 
and in order to assist them, while with the left hand he 
seized the needle with a pair of forceps, and drew the 
anterior extremity as near to him as possible. At this mo- 
ment, combining the pressure of the left index finger with 
a double movement of propulsion backwards;and of traction 
downwards, performed by the right hand, he made a see- 
saw motion, as he wished, with the needle which was dis- 
placed and extracted without any other inconvenience resul- 
ting than a slight cystitiswhich lasted only for three days "• 

Further improper practices. The cases which 
I have just related are not the only ones which are known ; 
I add a few more. 

— At the H6tel-Dieu of Lyon, Cartier saw a single wo- 
man, aged about 40, who had introduced into her blad- 
der, through the canal of the urethra, a case full of needles, 
because she experienced a difficulty in urinating, and 
wished, as she said, to enlarge the canal. Cartier performed 
an operation by cutting. When he seized the case, he per- 
ceived that it was placed transversely, and he was obliged 
to alter its direction with the forceps. Then applying the 
instrument to the middle of the case, so that the latter 
might not open, he easily withdrew it and the patient 
promptly recovered. 
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— In 1692, Lamotte was consulted by an old member 
of a sisterhood^ who had introduced a large pin into her 
bladder ; he probed three times with much attention and 
patience, and felt the pin very distinctly. At the fourth 
examination, the pin chanced to get caught in the holes of 
the probe; the surgeon passed his right middle finger into 
the vagina to hold up t^e pin, while with his left hand 
he drew towards him both the probe and the pin, the ex- 
traction of which had appeared to him to be unpossible. 

— In 17^1, according to Morand, Lachllse was consul- 
ted by a girl aged 20 wha, on the previous day, had in- 
troduced an ear-pick into her urethra, and had lost it there. 
After various attempts, he felt the foreign body by aid of 
a catheter, but he was unable to withdraw it from the 
bladder with ordinary forceps. Fearing inflammation, he 
bled the patient several times, and injected emollient and 
oily liquids in order to relax the parts and facilitate the 
extraction of the ear-pick. At the end of two months he 
brought this objea forth, the urethra having been pre- 
viously dilated. The patient experienced no inconvenience 
in consequence. The ear-pick, in spite of its short stay, 
was incrusted on the greater part of its length with calca- 
reous salts. 

A single woman aged 31 — M. Pamard relates in the 
Annates de midicine pratique de Montpellier — used to mas- 
turbate herself with an ivory whistle three inches and a 
half long, and five lines round at the middle and the top, 
by which she introduced it into the canal of the urethra; 
this article advanced so far into the canal that the young 
woman was unable to withdraw it. After probing her, the 
surgeon introduced, but in vain, a pair of dressing forceps 
into the canal ; he then took the polypi forceps with 
which he seized the article by one of its extremities and 
extracted it. 
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— A young lady aged 20 had introduced into her blad- 
der a sandal- wood case full of pins and sewing-needles. 
M. Rigol injected honeyed water into the bladder, and in- 
cised the urethra on two sides with the lithotome cach6 ; 
the case, situated across behind the pubes, was changed 
from its position by means of the finger, after which it 
was seized and brought out; it was three inches and a half 
in length, and an inch and a half in circumference. The pa- 
tient recovered. 

— A girl from 17 to 18 years of age, was in the habit 
ofintroducinga large piece of wood into the canal of the 
urethra. One day the piece of wood penetrated too deeply, 
could not be withdrawn and passed into the bladder. 
M. Faure was obliged, in order to extract it, to perform 
the operation of vaginal cutting. 

— A single woman, aged 28, in order to allay the in- 
tense itching occasioned by herpes on the genital parts, 
rubbed the affected part with a needle-case. Owing to her 
rubbing the urinary meatus for several months, she enlar- 
ged it so much that she was able to introduce into it the 
instrument which she made use of, producing thereby an 
incontinence of urine; at length she drove it in so far that 
it slipped into the bladder. This article remained there for 
three months with no other symptom than a strangury. 
M. Retif was called in; he introduced his index finger in 
order to assure himself of the existence of the foreign body; 
directing it on the side of the bladder, he felt a hard oblong 
tumour in that organ. The canal of the urethra was much 
dilated ; it was possible for him to pass the finger in and 
insinuate into the bladder a pair of forceps with which one 
of the ends of the case was seized and brought outwards, 
but he was unable to extract the foreign body, as it was 
surrounded at its centre with calculous matter. It was then 
decided to perform an operation by cutting. The operation 

22 
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was performed in the usual manner^ and the foreign body 
was withdrawn by means of a pair of dressing forceps. 
The patient succumbed on the one and twentietli day after 
the operation. " 

Foreign bodies in the vagina. The foreign bo- 
dies in the vagina may, like those of the urethra, come 
from within to without, or from without to within. The 
former proceed from Cysts or Polypi which obstruct the 
vagina. It is the same with prolapsus or descent of the 
matrix, proceeding from the relaxation of the ligaments 
which hold that organ suspended. It results that the ute- 
rus, leaving its place, comes forwards into the vagina, and 
this relaxation may become so great that the neck, in cer- 
tain cases, may project to the entrance of the vagina. If 
fecundation is possible, copulation is so no longer, and 
again we speak of an artificial fecundation which could 
not take place, unless the uterus were restored to its place. 

To combat this accident pessaries are used, intended to 
k^ep the uterus in its place. A large number of. kinds of 
pessaries are in existence; we have no space to enumerate 
them here. 

Foreign bodies introduced from without 
into the vagina. These bodies may be introduced by * 
the subject herself in a fit of erotic fury provoked by vagi- 
nal masturbation by means of the said foreign body ; the 
hand may let it go, and then it is necessary to have re- 
course to a surgeon in order to withdraw it from the va- 
gina. Everything is good for the masturbatress; she em- 
ploys whatever is handy. Sometimes the foreign bodies are 
portions of needle-cases, pins^ sewing needles or needles 
for the hair, bits of straw, ears of corn or grass, carrots, 
turnips, pears, fragments of candle or wood, small scent- 
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bottles, sometime? drinking-glasses, stoppers of glass or 
cork, a jam-pot, etc., etc. We give a few examples bor- 
rowed from jy Touillet ( i). 

— A girl presented herself to a practitioner and asked 
him to free her from an insupportable pain in the genital 
parts. 

On touching them a hard and inert body was observed 
at the upper part of the vagina, 'the mucous, membrane of 
which was swollen in such a manner that it appeared to 
embrace this body and retain it by force. Great care and 
more than one attempt was required to seize and extract 
it, when it was seen to consist of a large cork. 

It is beyond all doubt, in spite of the shame-inspired de- 
nial of the patient, that it was while making, use of the 
neck of a bottle to satisfy her depraved imagination, that 
she met with the accident which we have just nar rated. 

-— While I was house-surgeon at the Hotel Dieu — 
writes Lisfranc, — : a woman lying in Dupuytren*s division 
experienced violent pains in the pelvis. A purulent fetid 
discharge escaped from the organs of generation. The 
woman was unwilling to give any information regarding 
her condition ; she always replied in an evasive manner 
to the questions which were addressed to her. 

The inferior orifice of the vagina which did not enclose 
the foreign body was contracted by the swelling of the 
mucous membrane. This tumefaction ascended to consi- 
derable height in the vulvo-uterine canal; it formed a very 
slight projecture to the vulva. The finger passed deeply 
into a wide cavity, the walls of which felt very hard, and 
it wa$ impossible to detect the neck of the uterus. The 
female probe gave the same sensation, and the percussion 
produced a very remarkable hollow sound. 

(i) VOnanisme che^ la Femtne, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



340 THE ETHN01.0GY OF THE SIXTH SENSE 

Dupuytren introduced the teeth of a wide pair of forceps, 
which he moved in a see-saw manner in different direc- 
tions, as he drew them back slowly and gradually. 

He succeeded thus in extracting, without breaking it, 
a jam*pot, slightly conical in shape, the small end of 
which came out the last from a position in which a cri- 
minal passion had involved it. Emollient and nearly cold 
injections were made immediately. 

The patient, ashamed and confused, left the hospital on 
the very day of the operation . We learnt that no accident 
resulted ; the cure was complete. " 

Lts Annales de la Soditi mldico-chirurgkaleoi^tMgts con-^ 
tain an observation very similar to the preceding, which 
has been reproduced by the Journal de mldecint et de chirur^ 
git {2^ series, year 1850). 

. — D' Janssens, jun. of Ostend was summoned to a wo- 
man who was unable to extract from her vagina a beer- 
glass, the whole of which was buried in it, and left her a 
prey to the most horrible pains. On touching it, it was 
observed that the bottom of the glass corresponded to the 
OS uteri. 

Fearing that he might injure the important organs which 
are in connexion with the vagina, M. Janssens directed 
all his efforts to extract the foreign body without breaking 
it; but that was the difficult point, by reason of the fragi- 
lity of the substance and the polished surface of the article. 
However, after numerous unfruitful attempts, the practi- 
tioner had the idea of applying the forceps to the extraction 
as if it were the head of a child; he introduced, not with- 
out diflSculty, the first branch of the instrument, but he 
was unable to introduce the second. Bringing the branch 
which he had introduced towards the posterior part of the 
vagina, he made use of it as a lever, and while two assis- 
tants forcibly parted the vulvary ring and made the axis of 
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the glass to correspond with the lesser pelvis, he had the 
satisfaction of bringing away the foreign body, while caus- 
ing the patient to undergo sufferings which cured her, to 
all appearance, of her incomprehensible passion. 

Women, let us state a propos of the forms of onanism, 
have carried the aberration so far as to introduce instru- 
ments into the cavity of the matrix itself for an erotic pur- 
pose. 

The following observation, borrowed from Vol. II of 
Lisfranc's Clinique chirurgicale^ is an evidence of this. 

—I A woman indulged in improper practices ; she was 
having her menses. She broke the stalk of a reed in her 
uterus. No symptom resulted. The organ doubtless had 
been accustomed for a long time to the conto^ct of foreign 
bodies ; but at the next menstrual period, violent pains 
were developed : they resembled those of child-birth : the 
matrix had increased in size; it .was easy to be assured of- 
this by touching it through the vagina and on the hypo- 
gastric region. 

The orifice of the uterine neck appeared to be closed, 
and the neck was hyper trophied as in pregnancy of the se- 
cond or third month : by exploring it several times atten- 
tively and methodically, I felt at the centre of its inferior 
extremity, a very slight projecture which offejed a great 
resistance. I applied the speculum. I wiped the muco- 
sity with a piece of lint and I saw nothing which justified 
my presumptions. Besides I was without the necessary in- 
formation ; but I passed a blunt channelled probe into the 
bottom of the instrument, I raised the anterior lip of the 
OS uteri, and immediately I felt and saw the foreign body 
which was hardly displayed at the exterior of the cavity 
in which it was enclosed and the walls of which fitted 
closely upon it. I introduced a pair of forceps with flat and 
narrow teeth; one of the branches fortunately penetrated 
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into the thickness <rf the foreign body, the other slip- 
ped on the external surface of the uterine walls : I made 
with the instrument some slight movements of rotation on 
its own axis, while at the same time I drew it strongly 
towards me. It slipped its hold twice, the third attempt 
was more fortunate, and I freed the patient: a stream of 
pitchy blood flowed, out, the colour of wine-lees ; it pro- 
ceeded from the matrix where it had accumulated,and the 
tissue of which immediatcly^eturned to its position. The 
organ seemed then to display its normal size, and the 
symptoms disappeared. '* 

Dangers resulting from foreign bodies 
introduced into the vagina. The foreign bodies 
introduced into the vagina by the masturbatress generally 
have serious anjd sometimes mortal results. Their extrac- 
tion, on the other hand necessitates surgical manoeuvres of 
a certain diflSculty and even of great injportance, seeing 
that when they remain for a lengthy period in the genital 
organs, they frequently become encrusted, and even perfo- 
rate the vagina-vesical and recto-vaginal partitions. 

Peritonitis is the result most to be feared of these vagi- 
nal manoeuvres, and death results from it through the for- 
mation of pus. 
- The canal has, however, a remarkable tolerance for fo- 
reign bodies. Pessaries which have been forgotten may 
remain there and become encrusted without producing 
notable symptoms. A reel of cotton, two centimetres long 
was extracted from a woman aged 3 6, who had introduced 
it when she was 14 years old. In spite of several attacks of 
peritonitis and hemorrhage in the interval, she had been 
able to marry twice, concealing the, existence of this fo- 
reign body, but she had remained barren. 

By operating directly on the matrix with these blunt 
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bodies, there is a danger of causing wounds and ulcera- 
tions to it, the more so as the neck in its normal condi- 
tion is hardly sensible to the touch of the finger and of 
the various instruments. And so there may result from 
this contusions, ecchymoses, hemorrhages, losses, just as 
after coition performed brutally and with excess, without 
the woman being cognisant of it. 

Two cases of death resulting from the introduction are 
related by D^ Pouillet {TOnanisme che:(^ lafemme). 

The 'wood pencil and the glass decanter 
stopper; Muliericides. ^' The subject was a wo- 
man aged 28, who troubled, as she said, by a difficulty in 
urinating (a woman never confesses but half the truth), 
tried to pass a cedar-wood pencil into the canal of her 
urethra. While she was engaged in this manoeuvre she was 
suddenly surprised by some person's approach, and the 
pencil slipped from her hands. When she sat down a few 
moments afterwards she felt an excessive pain in the left 
side of her abdomen, as if a foreign body had perforated 
that region^and although a surgeon was summoned direct- 
ly, he could not discover any trace of a wound. Frequent 
attacks of peritonitis followed this accident, and when, 
eight months after, D*" Erichsen was summoned to the pa- 
tient, he found her much emaciated, continually troubled 
by a violent pain in the abdomen, and a prey to. repeated 
vomitings. No symptoms announced a disorder of the 
bladder or intestine ; blood had certainly been voided 
through the anus, but this was attributed to the presence 
of hemorrhoids, from which she had suffered previously. 
On examining the patient, it was noticed that the point of 
the pencil projected into the wall of the abdomen from the 
right side, at an equal distance from the umbilic andPou- 
part's ligament. Under these circumstances, D' Erichsen 
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made an incision on the abdominal wall, came across the 
point of the pencil, which penetrated between the fi- 
bres of the fascia transversalis, and seized it, while one fin- 
ger, introduced into the rectum, forced the foreign body 
forward. The pencil extracted in this way was five inches 
and a half in length. 

The patient died of peritonitb on the fourth day after 
the operation. It was discovered at the autopsy that the 
pencil had penetrated into the abdomen through the va- 
gina, which it had perforated at its superior and posterior 
part, near the insertion of the uterine neck. 

Abscesses of the vagina are also engendered by wound- 
ing instruments, or by a foreign body remaining in the 
vulvo-uterine conduit, and thus causing inflammation and 
perforation* 

A few years ago a village girl entered ^he. . . hospital, 
under the surgical attendance of D'... now Professor to the- 
Junior Faculty. The girl displayed a diffuse tumour in one 
side of the abdomen. Later on an abscess was formed, 
which opened^ and the long suppuration carried off the pa- 
tient. Was a diagnosis made? I am not aware; in any 
case it was purely fanciful, for it was only the autopsy 
which revealed, to the great astonishment of the head- 
surgeon, a perforation of the vagina and the presence of a 
decanter stopper in a large pelvic focus. 

The skilful master — whose name delicacy prevents me 
from giving upfor the verdict of his colleagues — imagined 
an affectioA of the pelvis, and observing a voluminous tu- 
mour, had simply forgotten to make an examination by 
touching the vagina, like the monkey in the fable who did 
not think of lighting his lantern ; this operation, neces- 
sary even without any confession by the patient, would 
have given him the key to what he Called a pathological 
mystery, and would have enabled him, in spit€ of his no- 
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torious incapacity as a surgeon, to relieve, and perhaps to 
save, the girl, by removing in time the foreign body from 
her vagina. ^' 

It may happen also that, the foreign body may be intro- 
duced into the vagina by a person other than the subject 
for the purpose of erotic curiosity, or as a criminal act. 

The criminal phallus. D' A. Corre (Ethnographic 
criminelle. Paris, 1896) quotes a curious insunce of this 
from the medico -legal report of D' Dubois (Saigon, 1893). 
*' An Annamite physician, wishing to avenge himself on 
his mistress for her infidelities, had the infernal idea of 
taking advantage of her slumber at the hour of her siesta, 
to introduce into her vagina a piece of vsrood cut into the 
shape of a virile member and provided v^ith a crown of 
iron spikes; its free extremity, which was very sharp, must 
when introduced, rest against the walls of the conduit,and 
owing to its direction towards the vulva, become buried 
in it at the slightest effort to extract it. The injuries inflic- 
ted on the unhappy woman, as may be supposed, were 
terrible. '' 

D' Tardieu, from whom we have already borrowed a 
quotation, gives two instances of abominable perversity 
through which acts of unqualified obscenity were commit- 
ted on very young children. 

He describes them in this manner. 

Incredible outrage coiniuitted by a mother 
upon her daughter. '' The third fact which we 
have had to verify is much more serious, and constituted 
an instance of the most frightful perversion of the senses, 
and of the most incredible outrage committed by a mother 
upon her daughter. 

in. A woman, still young, had^ under the influence of 
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a& aberration of the imagination which it is impossible to 
comprehend, deflowered her little daughter, now twelve 
years of age, by introducing her fingers very deeply and 
several times every day, for several years, into the sexual 
parts and the anus. The woman asserted that in these 
monstrous practices she had nothing else in view but the 
interests of her child's health and a singularly refined atten- 
tion to cleanliness. But her guilty passion was revealed by 
the very manner in which she had touched her, and by 
the circumstances of the case. The child related, with an 
accent of striking truth, how that it was not unusual for 
her mother to wake her in the middle of the night, and to 
abandon herself to unbridled acts upon her which were 
prolonged for a whole hour; and during this scene, before 
which the mind recoils, the mother was panting, with ani- 
mated look and colour, and heaving breasts, and when she 
stopped was bathed in perspiration. The examination to 
which I submitted the child was most conclusive, and it is 
certainly allowable to say that, had it not been authenticat- 
ed by science, the fact no doubt would have been consi- 
dered impossible. But the parts were the seat of a most 
characteristic deformation ; the vulva was wide and gaping, 
the hymen completely worn out and reduced to an indu- 
rated ring ; the vagina dilated to the highest degree, per- 
mitted the passage of several fingers; it was the same with 
regard to the anus, the orifice of which was enlarged and 
revealed the repeated acts of violence which the child had 
undergone. The little girl was otherwise well-formed 
and of an interesting appearance ; her general health had 
notsuflfered. 

Casper, as if to contradict his too absolute teaching 
regarding the incompetence of physicians in these matters, 
has had to verify a fact himself which shows a striking 
analogy to the preceding, and which we cannot omit to 
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quote in order to complete this totally new portion of oijr 
studies. An abominable accusation was brought against the 
mother of a child aged ten, who had brutally introduced 
into her child's genital parts first one finger, then two, 
then four, and finally an oval stone, in order to render the 
parts fit for coition. The child, more developed morally 
than physically, was pale and of a feeble constitution. The 
orifice of the vagina was slightly wider than in children oi 
that age; the mucous membrane of the vagina was red and 
painful; the circular hymen was not entirely destroyed, 
but displayed several lines of tears on the two sides; a 
mucous secretion took place from the vagina. 

As to the last case, which gave rise to a most impor- 
tant criminal trial at Paris in 1866, it reveals facts of a 
revolting nature perpetrated by two women-servants and 
their lovers upon two young children belonging to the 
house where they were in service. 

IV. Lessons of the most disgusting lewdness had not 
been spared to a little girl aged seven, and a little boy two 
years her junior. On the former, outrages were inflicted 
both with the hand and tongue; foreign bodies, carrots, 
potatpes, were introduced into the sexual organs, in addi- 
tion to the violations which were consummated; as to the 
latter, the anus had been dilated not only by means of the 
fingers, but also with diflferent objects, particularly small 
spoons. The authentications to which I had to proceed in 
this deplorable aflfair, have left no doubt as to the reality 
of the facts, and have shewn what disorders resulted from 
them. 

Outrages and acts of unnatural obscenity 
committed on a little girl aged seven and on 
a little boy aged five : very remarkable 
local disorders. I have already reported the case of 
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the servants who used the most disgusting violence on 
their master's- two children, the details of which were un- 
folded before the Seine Court of Assizes in April 1866. 

I ascertained the existence of the following disorders in 
these children. 

The little girl, dark-complexioned and seven years of 
age, is fat, and of a pronounced strumous constitution. The 
lower parts of her body are excessively developed. The 
thighs are very large. The vulva is enormous and covered 
with hairs. The clitoris is voluminous, the nymphae are 
projecting and hard, displaying an unusual turgescence. 

The vestibule is wide and funnel-shaped. At the bottom 
appears a red mammilated tubercle formed by the hymen 
thrust back and partly torn. The vagina is contracted and 
does not admit the finger. There is no inflammation there, 
or running, or communicated complaint. 

The fork is effaced. The anus, scarcely separated from 
the vulva, is very wide^ almost gaping, and capable of 
receiving a body larger than the finger. 

The little boy, aged five, has a very long penis and a 
very mobile prepuce. The anus displajrs only a certain 
degree of dilatation. '^ 
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CHAPTER XIV 

OPERATIONS AND MUTILATIONS PERFORMED ON THE 
GENITAL ORGANS OF WOMAN 



Elongation of the nymphae. 

Infibulation.-— i»*by a ring, 2nd by welding.— Manner of performing 

this operation in the Soudan. — The small bells of the Abyssinian 

women. — Girdles and padlocks of chastity. — Bridled C. . . .s are 

not always closed (BK\nt6me). 
Clitoridectomy. — Feminine circumcision as practised in Africa and 

other countries.. 
Ovariostomy or Extirpation of the ovaries.—- The castrated Amazon. 
Extirpation of the uterus. Touching story of a young artiste. 



Operations and Mutilations performed 
on the genital organs of the "woman. These 
are as numerous as in the case of men. We place them un- 
der the headings of Elongation of the nymfhaeylnfibulatiotii 
Clitoridectomy y and lastly Extirpation of the Ovaries or 
Ovariotomy. We merely mention the operations which 
are performed on the uterus after serious disorders, such 
as cancer for instance, although the extirpation of the ute- 
rus as been performed with complete success, only it is 
not an ordinary operation. 

Elongation of the Nymphae. The Hottentot 
Venus has the nymphae naturally very elongated, but 
this peculiarity may be shown among European women* 
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Broca (i) has stated that in a young French woman they 
formed a projecture of from five to six centimetres. 

At Beyrouth, Duhousset (2) has see^ and drawn a case 
similar to that of Broca.I have seen myself the nymphae 
very projecting, and sometimes one exceeding the other to 
a notable extent. 

According to Mantegazza, (3)** the traveller Merens- 
kij (4)asserts that the apron of the Hottentot women is ar- 
tificial. He was led to this erroneous opinion by seeing 
the Basutos and other African tribes artificially lengthening 
their wives' nymphae. He declares that the elder young 
girls perform this operation on the younger ones almost 
immediately after birth. They stretch out the nymphae, 
and later on wind them round small sticks. 

Infibulation. To speak exactly, infibulation in the 
woman is an operation which consists in passing a ring 
through the labia majora in order to prevent their being 
parted, and, therefore, any sexual intercourse. It is a 
means of compulsory virginity, employed in India and in 
some countries of Africa. The word comes from fibulUy 
an instrument by means of which the anciens Romans 
prevented actors from copulating, with the object of 
preserving their voice. Martial speaks of singers who 
sometimes broke the ring, and whom it was necessary 
to bring back again to the black-smith: ^' Et cujus 
refibulavit faber penem ". Celsus speaks of the infibula- 
tion of Roman women, and indicates the method. It 



(i) Soci^t<5 d'Anthrop. de Paris. S^ace du 22 Janvier 1880. 

(2) Bulletin de la Soc. d*Anthrop.. de Pai^s, 1878. XII, pp. 124, 
126. 

{3) Archivioper TAntropol. IX. 1879, p. 280. 

(4) Die Hotientotten. Zeitshr. fur Ethnol. Bd. VII. S. 22. Berlin, 
1875. 
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appears that the anus was ako infibulated, in order to 
protect it. 

The term *' infibulation.*' is also applied to an opera- 
tion whose object is completely to close the external open- 
ing of the vulvo- vaginal canal, either, as in Darfur and 
Nubia, by stitching together the labia majora of young 
girls in infancy, or in cutting out a shred of flesh, as prac- 
tised by Asiatic tribes, from each of the labia, and uniting 
the wounded parts by means of suture. But in either case 
a small opening is contrived for the outflow of the urine, 
and of the menses. 

A Sudaneseprostitute.Prof.Panceri (i) as quoted 
by Mantegazza, was able to study the genital parts of a 
young prostitute in the Sudan. When she was standing 
up, the prominence of the depilated Mons Veneris was im- 
mediately observable, as also the absence of the entry to 
the vulvar slit. Panceri believes that this form of the 
Mons Veneris is connected with the transversal contraction 
of the pelvis, and its development recalls the ancient sta- 
tues of Venus and the Graces,, or of eunuchs, except that 
in the latter the orifice of the urethra is seen on a level 
with the skin. On looking closer, a linear cicatrix is dis- 
tinguishable in place of the vulvar slit, above which the 
finger could feel the clitoris in its place, but not very mo- 
veable, hidden beneath the cicatricial tissue. It was only 
after the legs have been stretched apart that the vaginal 
orifice becomes visible in form of a slit near the perito- 
neum; its edges were constituted by the ridge of the labia 
minora almost welded together with the labia majora, and 
by the fork of the vulva. Directly after this ridge the black 
coloration ceased, and the rosy tint of the vaginal mucous 

(i) Archivio per rAntropol. e la Etnologia, vol. III. Firenze, 1874. 
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membrane began. So that in this manner the upper com* 
missure, the clitoris, the orifice of the urethra, the ante- 
rior half of the nymphae were hidden by the adherence 
together of the labia majora. 

The mode of operation. Infibulation is perform- 
ed thus : the labia majora are scarified with a razor on 
their internal surface, then a canula in shape of a catheter- 
is placed in the urethra to allow the urine to flow out.The 
big toes are bound together by a cord, then the ankles, 
after which the lower members are more or less regularly 
bandaged together to half-way up the thighs, in order 
to keep the legs together, so as to aid the cicatrisation of 
the labia majora. It is therefore untrue that stitches are 
made as has been often asserted. 

When the apparatus is removed, there remains only a 
small orifice on a level with the fork for the passage of 
the urine and the menstrual blood . During eight dayi$ the 
patient must remain on her back. She is then allowed to 
rise, but her feet are kept bound togethei* for another 
eight days, in order that the labia majora may not sepa- 
rate. 

If an infibulated young girl marries, a midwife comes 
forward with a sharp knife and cuts open the cicatrix from 
below upwards in presence of the husband, reserving to 
herself to make larger openings previous to accouche- 
ment. 

Panceri also observed another infibulated negress on 
whom the cicatrix had been three different times cut 
open (i); she informed him that they employ in the Su- 
dan for infibulation, the pollen of a plant called scne sme. 

i) Panceri, Letter from Prof. Mantegazza {Acrhvio p$r Anthropolo* 
gia^ttc. Vol. m, 187$, p. 335. 
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The Mussulmans condemn infibulation, and stigmatize 
the young girl thus mutilated by the name they give to the 
castrated, tnutahara. 

Lindschotten writes, according to D' Ploss, that the little 
girls in Pegu are sewn, all but a small hole, and that when 
they marry, the husband enlarges the opening more or 
less (i). 

Waiz also speaks of infibulation, and says that it is 
much in vogue in many parts of Africa He adds that fre- 
quently the husbands sew it up again whenever they go 
6n a journey, and that slave-dealers assure themselves in 
this manner of the chastity of a woman. 

The late D'^ Ploss, collected a number of traveller's re- 
ports concerning this curious and barbarous custom, and 
we condense what he has put on record : 

The cutting open again of infibulated 
"women. '* We have been able, " says this profound 
anthropologist, ** to convince ourselves, that in general, 
infibulation causes an almost complete occlusion of the 
** shame-cleft ", in which only a very small opening is left 
the outflow of the urine. No explanation is necessary to 
show that genital organs so treated are quite unfit for the 
marriage functions, and that when rarely and exception- 
ally a conception takes place, which as it is known dpes 
not always absolutely require a \emzbh emissio penis, a 
regular delivery is out of the question. This inconvenience 
is remedied, among the tribes who practise the infibula- 
tion of girls, by cutting open again, at the proper place, 
the cicatrised part. " 

Women of the \^hite Nile. Cailliaud says, 

(i) Lindschotten. SeeZeitschrt f. Ethnologic. 1876, vol. 3^ page 48. 

25 
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referring to the Sennaar women (i). ** A little while be- 
fore marriage^ this adherence, so contrary to nature, must 
be destroyed by incision. If any grievous symptom super- 
venes, the red hot iron and the razor are there. It would 
seem as if the blunted sensibility of these peoples prevent- 
ed them from appreciating the unheard-of sufferings, and 
the serious and unavoidable accidents which accom- 
pany these inhuman I)ractices, invented by the despotism 
of the stronger sex to insure themselves the first enjoy- 
ment of that virginal flower so fugitive in all other coun- 
tries. However that may be, it costs dearly enough to ren- 
der a young girl again fit to fulfil conjugal duties. If it 
happen that a girl, from want of means, marries without 
having been subjected to this essential preparation, the 
husband has to undertake it in the way that best suits 
him; but if he succeeds, — a difficult matter, — in getting 
her with child, she has the right to require that one of the 
matrons who exercise this cruel trade shall gratuitously 
remove the obstacles which impede child-birth. The young 
' widow, who hopes to marry again^ does not hesitate to 
undergo a second time the tortures of this double lacera- 
tion ; but the case is rare. " 

What Vita^Hassan relates of the unfortunate Sudanese 
women is very similar (2): *^ Other tortures await them 
at the moment of marriage. This custom is practised by 
all Muhamedans in the Sudan, from Berber to Sennaar, in- 
cluding Kartum, Metamme, Schendi, Mussalamije^Walad, 
Madani, Refia, Hards, and Sennaar with its dependencies. 
It is said that this operation is not only required as a reli- 
gious rite, but that its object is also to prevent a certaia 



(i) Glilliaud, Voyage d Meroe, au Nil hlanCy etc. Paris, i8a6-27» II. 
(2) Die Wahrheit uber Emin Pacha, die CEgyptische CEquatorial. — 
Provioz, etc. Berlin, I893. 
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malady, to which women who have not been so mutila^ 
ted are exposed *' 

*• When the time of delivery draws near, another fear- 
ful mutilation awaits her. The babe about to be born must 
not come by the oped and known road, the woman's 
muscles are cut through from, the crease of the leg right 
up to the loin on one side, and through this the child is 
extracted. After the birth the opening is sewn up again in 
the same way as above before marriage, and in thb manner 
is the woman restored to the same condition as before heir 
marriage. It is not until a long time after her delivery that 
another Seeh^ma or matron makes her again fit to fulfil 
her marital duties. 

The re-opening of Nubian qirla. — Penay in 
his accounts of the Sudan also mentions this re-opening of 
the woman's parts (r). 

*'• When the Nubian girl takes a husband, it is then to 
the matron that she applies for the latter to give to her 
sexual piirts the dimensions necessary for the accomplish* 
ment of marriage. For the opening is too narrow, and 
not suflSciently capable of dilatation (by reason of the ci- 
catrix surrounding it) to allow the most vigorous husband 
to succeed in penetrating. The matron now intervenes, 
and by means of S longitudinal incision, produces an 
opening sufficient to permit copulation. But as this fresh 
wound might tend to close again if the bleeding surfaces 
remained in contact, the matron introduces between the 
lips of the wound, and to the depth of two or three inches 
in the vagina, a new woodeb cylinder, much more volu- 
minous than the first : for this last is intended to represent 
the dimensions of the husband's member. This second 

(i) Bfi/I. di la Soc. deghg. de Paris'^ tome XVII, p. 4. 
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cylinder remains in place for forty days, when the cicatri- 
sation is complete and its presence is no longer neces- 
sary ". 

'* But this is not all the torture that awaits the unfortu- 
nate woman who has already once or twice undergone the 
operation. If she conceives, which is generally the case, 
she will not be able to be delivered without once more 
undergoing the ordeal of the cutting instrument; for the 
same resisting frenum, which surrounds the vulva and 
which impeded copulation, also prevents the expansion 
of .the parts through which the child will have to pass. 
Therefore the parts which refuse to dilate must be opened 
out by large and deep incisions. If often occurs that at 
the moment when the child, on leaving the pelvis, comes 
to lean against the interior partition of the genital parts, it 
then happens, as I said, that the matron, who has to seize 
the opportunity, proceeds to deeply incise, and in so doing 
inflicts dangerous wounds upon the infant seeking to find 
an exit, I have myself witnessed on such occasions razor- 
cuts unskilfully given, inflict mortal wounds upon the 
child. And yet, notwithstanding the torture which always 
accompanies this horrible practice of infibulation, not^ 
withstanding the dangers to which it exposes both mother 
and child, in spite of all the efforts of the Egyptian go- 
vernment to put a stop to this frightful custom, the women 
of the Soudan do not the less persist in their ideas on this 
subject;as for the young girls^they seem to be more attach- 
ed to it than the men, for they pretend that without 
infibulation they would not find husbands ". 

In Tanner*s account we read : 

** Festum^ quod in honoretn nuptiarum eekbratur^ ritUy qui 
finem castitati adhuc coacU imponaU coficluditur* Sponsa a 
quihusdamex atnicts suis^ ofHcio pronubarum fungentibus, tan- 
quam jure occupatur. Soulier y ret agenda periiUy ferramentum 
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acuium^ curvatum^ in falsae urethra canalem insert t, quod 
eum admodum curvatum esty uty quum cuspis cur a adhibita 
sursum propellitur, cutis ^ ubi opus esty perforatur. Uno ictu 
tegumentum dissuitury it ritna longitudo eadem propCy qua 
priusfueraty restituitur. Ex illo tempore sponsa summa vigi- 
lantia a pronubis observatury a qu'tbus ad niariti tugurium de- 
ducitur, etCy etc. (see Ploss, op. cit.y vol. I, p. 183) (2). 

Another learned German, Werne, speaking of the tribes 
South of the first Nile cataract, amongst whom he had 
travelled, sSys (i) : ** When now a young girl, whose vir- 
ginity has been preserved -in so scandalous a manner — 
has Sooner or later become a bride, the obscene treatment 
is continued. One of those women who perform this oper- 
ation comes a little before the marriage to visit the bride- 
groom, in order to take the measure of his manly advan- 
tages. She then manufactures a sort of phallus out of clay 
or wood, of the same dimensions, and incises the infibulated 
parts of the girl to the measure, and the instrument wrap- 
ped in a greased rag, is introduced and left in place, to 
prevent the borders of the wound from healing together 
again. After the usual noisy marriage rejoicings the hus- 
band takes his wife home, she biting her lips from pain, 
and leads her to the marriage bed behind a rough woollen 

(i) A Feist held in celebration of the nuptials is duly consummated 
as ending the period of enforced chastity. The bride is laid hands 
upon, with a violence custom legalizes, by certain of her young com- 
panions who act as bridesmaids. Then a matron, an adept at the ope- 
ration, inserts a sharp curved instrument of iron into the artificial 
urethral passage. This instrument is curved in such a way that, when 
the point is carefully adjusted and pi\shed up, the integument is per- 
forated at the spot required. A single push severs the protecting mem- 
brane, and the longitudinal aperture is restored to just about its pre» 
vious dimensions. From that time on, the bride is watched with the 
utmost vigilance by the bridesmaids, by whom she is eventually con- 
ducted to the husband's hut. 

(2) Werne, Heise durch Senaary etc. Berlin, 1852, p. 25. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



358 THE ETHNOLOGY OF THE SIXTH SENSE 

curtain — and hardly have four or five days elapsed and 
even before the wounded parts have had time to heal^ the 
human brute falls upon his victim. Before childbirth, the 
woman's parts are by incision integrally restored to their 
natural condition, but afterwards, according to the will of 
the man» they are again closed up so as to leave a smaller 
or larger opening, and so on. '^ 

Brehm quite corroborates the above in almost identical 
ferms(i). 

Lanzi (2) also says that the same custom *is practised 
among the Danakils,adding that this barbarity is so anchor- 
ed in their habits that there are women who after child- 
birth spontaneously have themselves again infibulated. 

Naturally this formation of cicatrices on the genital or- 
gans has a very prejudicial effect upon the act of child de- 
livery. The traveller, von Beuermann, informed the late 
D' Ploss that among the tribes who practise infibulation 
the women often have very difficult parturition ; and he 
adds miscarriages are there very frequent. The latter acci- 
dents cannot of course be attributed to cicatrisation of the 
genital parts. However, Beuermann noted also that in Afri- 
ca, the wometi who do not undergo infibulation have very 
easy childbirth. 

But infibulation is the cause of other evils; for instance 
there are often to be seen in the Egyptian hospitals women 
several times, infibulated, affected with syphilis, and who, 
in consequence of that operation were afflicted with very 
extensive ulcerations. Uhle saw there several slavencgrcss- 
es dragged from a long distance in the, interior of Africa. 
Asyphilitic slave-driver had, on the road, taken them out of 
the slave-chain, and after slitting them open, had abused 



(i) Reixeski\ien aus 'Nord-Ost-KAfrka, etc. Jena, 1855. i Th., S.169. 
(2) Archivioper Anthropd, public dal Manttgaxj^. 1883. 
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them. Their fresh wounds had been rapidly transformed 
into extensive syphilitic sores, with which they had to 
march for many weeks, without any means of cleaning and 
under a burning sun, until they finally found a haven in 
the hospital. 

Very often, after having been deliveredv the unfortunate 
women are again subjected to infibulaiion, as Hartmann, 
Vita Hassan, Brehm and Werne have informed us. Hart- 
man (i) says: 

•* There are also female slaves that are thus infibulated. 
There exist cruel masters (Europeans even !) who have 
had at times their slaves for mistresses and who have had 
them subjected to this operation two or three times run- 
ning, and finally have sold the unhappj creatures. " 

Werne knew in the Berber country a young widow 
whose husband had forced her to undergo the operation 
on seven consecutive occasions.There remained fearful look" 
ing scars resulting from this atrocity. 

Lindschotten, whom we have already referred to, says. 
— ** When they are then grown up and marry, the bride- 
groom will cut them as much or as little as he thinks 
may just fit him". 

In Kordofan, according to Ignatius Pallme (2), aniong 
most of the tribes the bride is subjected to the '^ second 
circumcision " about 20 days before marriage ; by which 
he evidently means the cutting open. Ruppell.whoin 1829 
visited these people, says (3) : '* The cutting open of the 
bride, that is to say the operation of opening the genital 
parts, does not take place until the stipulated marriage price 
(the wives are bought) has been paid down. The opening 



(i) DieVdlkers %AfriMs. Leipzig, 1879. S. 69, 70, 88. 

(2) Beschreibung von Kordofan^ etc. Stuttgart, 1843. 

{l) Reisein Nubien Kordofan^ etc. Frankfurt A. M. 1829, S. 42. 
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thus effected is made brger accordiog to the requiremenis 
of the husband. When pregnancy ensaes, and diatthe mo- 
ment of delivery is near, the opcnhig is made brger by 
firesh iodstons, and after delivery the borders of die en- 
tire opening are once more scarified so as to be ready to 
agglutinate again together, by which means die delivered 
woman returns at the same time to a state ofvirgmity.She 
remains in this condition as long as she suckles her child; 
after which she is :^ain cat open. These operadons are 
renewed, if the husband requires it, until the third or 
fourth lying-in ; but are more frequendy abandoned after 
the first childbed. — I have seen women, whose hus- 
bands having died shordy after their first confinement, and 
the subsequent operadon having produced a second ocdd^ 
sion of their pudenda they were obliged by their parents 
to remain in that unhappy condition, because the cutting 
open again , excepting for marriage, would class them 
voluntarily among the loose women. » 

Among the Somalis, according to Paolitschke, before 
marriage, certain female surgeons, or even the girls them- 
selves, cut open the dcatrised part, which is ftirther com- 
pletely opened out shordy before lying-in (i). 

The circumcision of girls. Among a certain 
number of peoples the strange custom exists of performing 
also on girls a sort of circumcision of the genital organs. 
This was at first considered to bea spedallyAfiricancustom, 
because it was at first from Africa only that information 
came to us on this subject. Since then we have learned that 
something similar also exists in Asia, and particularly in 
Indo-Asia, where the custom is prevalent. Taking into 
consideration the difference of race, and the distance be- 

(i) D' von Hardegger's Expedition in Ost- Africa, Leipzig, i886. 
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tween the two places, it is altogether impossible to imagine 
a transmission of such a custom from one people to ano- 
ther. We can rather see once mote that it is possible for 
the same peculiar range of thought to exist and to deve- 
lop itself in the minds of quite different and far separated 
races of men. 

The circumcision of girls is usually designated under 
the name of Excision. It consists in a sanguinary ablation 
of the smaller lips, together with the clitoris with its fore- 
skin. But the peoples who practise this vicious custom do 
not all perform it in the same manner. Among certain tribes 
the whole of the parts mentioned are excised, whereas 
among others only one or the other is cut off. The cus- 
tom of female circumcision is found to prevail in Egypt, in 
Nubia (Kordofan), in Abyssinia, in Sennaar and the neigh- 
bouring districts; in Belad-Sudan, among the Galas, 
Agows, Gaffats and Gongas, as well as among numer- 
ous other tribes of Eastern-Africa. It is said also to pre- 
vail in the small oases of the Lybian dessert, and among 
the Arabs, with whom the expression : ** Oh 1 son of an 
uncircumcised woman! *' is considered to be a term of 
most particular contempt (Wilken) (i), 

Panceri, it will be recollected, has given us the graphic 
representation of a castrated woman of this kind. 

Circumcised Negresses. But not only among 
the Muhamedan peoples of Africa, but also in" the West 
of this continent, is female circumcision to be met with 
among t)ie genuine negro tribes, such as the Snsus, in 
Bambuc, the Mandingos, in the neighbourhood of Sierra 
Leone, in Benin, Congo and in Aera on the Gold-Coast, 



(i) Bijdragen tot de Taal Landen Volkenkunde van Nederlandsche 
Indie. S'Gravenhaage, 1885. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



363 THE ETHNOLOGY OF THE SIXTH SENSE 

among the Peuhls^ the negroes of Old Qlabar and m 
Loanda; in the South-East, among the Massai and Wa- 
kuasi tribes; in the South among the Betchuanas. This 
custom has also been noticed among the Malays of the 
East-Indian Archipelago. It has also been found to exist 
among the Kamtschadales, and lastly, and most astonish- 
ingly, among the Indians in Peru (the Chunchos or Cam- 
pas and Tuncas) as well as among the Panos and all the 
other Indian tribes along the Ucayale river. 

As was already observed, the original invention of this 
custom cannot be attributed to any particular people. It 
has been sought to trace it back to the Arabs and to find 
it inMuhamedan ritual. ButStrabo (i) already speaks of 
female circumcision among the Arabs, and Bochofem 
mentions a Papyrus which confirms also the existence of 
this custom among the ancient Egyptians (2). 

The records of the Pap3rrii. In the XV'*» of the 
British Papyri, according to Bemardio Peyron, it is said 
as follows: <r Armai, an Egyptian, living within .the sacred 
precincts of the Serapeum of Memphis,presents the follow- 
ing written petition to the Strategen or high priest : 
'^ Tatemiy the daughter of Memphis, residing with him in 
the Serapeum, has already amassed by her collections and 
by the free gifts of visitors a certain fortune, amounting 
to one talent and 390 drachmas, which she has deposited 
in his hands to be taken care of. Thereupon was he deceiv- 
ed in the following manner by Tatemi's mother : she had 
pretended to him, that her daughter had attained the age 
when, according to Egyptian custom, she should be cir- 
cumcised (^epiTipsoTot); and therefore that he should 

(i) Strabo. Geogr,y L. XVIT, c. U. § 5, ed. Sicbenkees. 
(2) Das MiitUrrecht. Stuttgart, i86i. 
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pay the said sum into her hands, so that on the occasion of 
this solemn celebration she might be able to properly dress 
and endow her daughter. If it should come to pass that 
this intention be not fulfilled, of the circumcision of her 
daughter Tatemi in the month Mechis of the year XVIII, 
she would then refund him the sum of 2400 drachmas. He 
had accepted this proposal, and had handed to Nefori the 
said sum of one talent and 390 drachmas. But the mother 
had in no wise kept her word, and now, when the daugh- 
ter addresses reproaches to him, claiming her money back 
from him, important business had prevented him from 
going himself to Memphis to attend there to this bu- 
siness. Therefore does he pray that Nefori. be cited before 
the tribunal, and be made the subject of a judicial deci- 
sion.. " 

The above passage proves that the Egyptians, who per- 
formed circumcision only on boys of the sacerdotal or 
warrior caste, submitted all the females without distinction 
to that operation, by which the daughters obtained their 
dowry, so as thus in i certain measure to earn their marr 
riage portion. For as Herodotus testifies, no woman exer- 
cising any priestly function in Egypt, their circumcision 
could not bring them any priestly advantage, as in the case 
of the men; it was then either a privilege of the girls 
brought up in the serapeum, to be circumcised on attain- 
ing the age of puberty, or else all maidens were submit- 
ted to the operation. 

Besides, there are Roman authors also who speak of 
this custom of the Egyptians, for instance, Paulus Aegi- 
nus (i), who lived in the 7*^ century A. D. says : ** Qua- 
propter Aegyptiis lisum est^ ut antequam exuberet^ ampuktur^ 
tunc praciptUf quum nubiles virgines sunt tlocandx '*. 

(i) Paulus von -£gind, lib. Ill c, 70. Oil il recommande lui-mfime 
rablatioQ du clitoris auorroalecuent d^velopp^. 
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The age for female circumcision ^nd the 
methods employed. The circumcision of girls is ac- 
companied among most peoples with peculiar ceremonies 
and festivities. The age chosen for the operation is usually 
early youth. In Arabia, according to Niebuhr(i), it is done 
a few weeks after birth ; the Somali perform it at the age 
of from 3 to 4 years (Paulitscke) ; in Southern Egypt the 
girls are submitted to it before they attain puberty, in the 
9*^ or 10*^ year (Werne); among the Mandingo negroes at 
the age of puberty (Mungo Park) (2); in Nubia in early 
infancy (Russegger) (3); in Abyssinia, among the Gallas, 
the Agows and others, usually when the girl is ten years 
old (Bruce) (4) ; according to Stecker the Abyssinians now 
perform the operation at the eightieth day after birth. la 
Dongola (Kordofan) it is done at about the eighth year 
(Ruppel) (5); among the Matkisses, a Betchuana tribe in 
South Africa, at the age of pubeity (Delegorgue) ; it is the 
same in Old Calabar (Hewan) ; among the Mala)rs, in Java, 
etc., it takes place at the time of the second teething 
(Epp) (6) ; among the Peruvian Indians, the Chunchas of 
Campns practise it on girls of ten years of age (Grand i- 
dier) (7). The Massai and Makuasi tribes, in South-East 
Africa, who circumcise their boys at the age of 3, perform 
the same operation on their daughters shortly after mar- 
riage ; the Loanda negroes perform it 8 days before mar- 
riage. The Peuhls in West Africa perform it shortly after 
birth. In Persia, according to Chardin, some nomad 

(i) Reisebeschreihutg nach Arabien^ etc. Kopenhageo, 1772. S. 69. 

(2) Journeys into ttx Interior of Africa. Lond. 

{^) Reisen in Europa, ^siaet ^Afrikan, etc. Stuttgart, 1843. 

(4) %,eisenin Nubien^ Kordofan, etc. Frankf. A.-M. 1829. 

(5) Epp. Schilderungen aus Hollandisch Ost-Indien. 

(6) Nouv. Annal, des voyages^ 1861, VIII, October, p. 73, etc. 1862. 
Augt. p. 146. 

7() Voyage en Perse, Paris, 1811. 
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tribes Circumcise their girls when they become marriage- 
able; but Polak(i), notwithstanding all his enquiries, was 
unable to confirm this . 

Duhousset gives us a description of the operation as 
performed in Egypt. 

*^ The circumcision consists only in the ablation of the 
clitoris, and is practised in the following manner on girls 
of from 9 to 12 years of age. The operator, who is gener- 
ally a barber, makes use of his fingers, steeped in ashes, 
to seize hold of the clitoris, which he several times draws 
from behind forward, so as to be able to cut it off in one 
stroke of a razor, when it presents itself as a mere fila- 
ment of skin. The wound is covered with ashes in order 
to stop the effusion of blood) and cicatrizes after a com- 
plete repose of a few days. I saw later, with the avowal of 
the operators, the little care they take in circumcising girls 
to remain within the religious limits of the operation, 
which they practise more largely by seizing the nymphae 
at the level of the clitoris, and cutting them off almost at 
their root, at the inner surface of the larger lips, of which 
the mucous folds, which interest us, are as it were the lin- 
ing which hides the organs of reproduction; what re- 
mains of the lesser lips forms, by the cicatrization of the 
smooth walls, which indurate and retract, a gaping vulva, 
which presents a singular appearance in young circumci- 
sed fellahs ". 

Ecker (2) obtained as a present from Bilharz (3) an ana- 
tomical preparation of the parts in question proceeding 
from a Fellaheen woman. In this preparation there is no 
trace of the clitorid gland, of its prepuce, nor of the minor 
lips; all these parts have been entirely cut away. Ecker in-* 

(i) Polak. Persiefiy das Land u, sein Bewphmr. I, Leipzig, 1865 . 

(2)Archiv,f. Anihrop. Bd. V, 1872. S. 225. 

(3, Zdtshr.f. Wissenschaftl Zookgie. Bd. X. S. 281. 
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jected the cavernous bodies from their root, and it then 
appeared that they were absent up to their point of junc- 
tion; from there, the injected matter penetrated no further, 
and the parts were lost in a cicatrized tissue. An injection 
of the Bulbi vestibuliy specially known as communicating 
with the vascular system of the clitorid gland, did not suc- 
ceed. Therefore, as Ecker says, it may be taken for grant- 
ed, that in this operation the clitorid gland^ together with 
its prepuce, had been seized, drawn forth, and rather deeply 
cut away. 

According toHartmann (i), in Egypt and in Abyssinia, 
the prepuce of the clitoris, but less frequently the clitoris 
itself or one of the lumps at the forward extremity of the 
outer lips, are cut away. 

Gallieni has noticed that the custom of female circum- 
cision also exists among the Malinke and Barbara tribes, 
on the upper Niger. On that subject he says (i) : « Among 
these tribes the girls generally have attained the age of 
from ten to fifteen years before they are subjected to the 
operation, which usually is performed after the winter sea- 
son, when the natives are amply provided with millet, ne- 
cessary for the copious repasts which are prepared on this 
occasion. The operation is performed on the boys by 
blacksmiths^ and by their wives on the girls. The instru- 
ment used is simply an iron knife, rudely sharpened. The 
patients must betray no sign of weakness at the moment of 
excision. On expressing our astonishment to see the oper- 
ation of circumcision so often practised upon young girls, 
we were answered that they then remained more faithful 
to their husbands. Nevertheless, the native women do not 
take overmuch pride in their chastity. 

" The families, whose children have just been subjected 

(i) 'BtdleL deJaSoc. de Giogr. Paris, 1883, t. IV, p. 573. 
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to the operation of circumcision, celebrate this event by 
dancing and singing, accompanied with more copious re- 
pasts than usual. Rich natives kill goats, fowls, sometimes 
even an ox; poor people are content to catch a stray dog 
or two in the village, which they add to their rice or CouS' 
cousu, and, wherever dolo can be prepared, they give them- 
selves up to abundant libations. 

** After the operation, the young circumcised, dressed 
in long robes with hoods attached which cover their head, 
do not come back to their families until they are quite 
healed. The lads are separated from the girls... the latter 
carry small calabashes filled with little pebbles, similar to 
our children's toys. In the morning early, they return be- 
neath their family tree. The cicatrices take a long time to 
heal, for these natives have nothing to hold the skin after 
excision; from 40. to 50 days are required for perfect heal- 
ing. Their return to their families is the occasion of pro- 
longed festivities. Henceforward the lads are entitled to 
carry arms, and to state their opinion in council ; the 

YOUNG GIRLS MAY NOW MARRY. " 

The Indo-Asian peoples. As we have already 
mentioned the same custom prevails in Indo-Asia. 

According to the accounts of Riedel(i), female circum- 
cision prevails on almost all the islands of the Dutch-In** 
dian archipelago, particularly throughout the Mussulman 
population. It consists generally in a partial re-secdon of 
the clitoris. Concerning the inhabitants of Bum Island, he 
says : 

** Before the advent of the first menstruation (with the 
boys, just before puberty), the teeth are filed down to the 
level of the gums, and circumcision is performed.The girk 

(i) Zdtschr.f. Ethnol 188$, S. 77, 
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take a badi, after whkfa thcj aie sealed on a stone, and 
an old matron proceeds to cat finont tbem a portion of die 
cutond giandj fcr the purpose^ it is supposed, of soppress- 
ing scxnal desire befare marriage. To stop the Kfayding 
they ^fffy to the woond the bomt and polverind ribs of 
leaves of the sago plast {Sifms JbamfUi). The opecued 
giri is then led by the matron into her hot, irfiere she is 
sobfected to a special diet, and is not allowed to go oot un- 
til the wound is perfect healed.This custom is of Moha* 
medan origin. ** 

He adds that in the Serai^hs and Goroi^ idands, am- 
putation of the cfitoris is peituimed between the ages of 
8 to I o years, and is accompanied by great festivities. It not 
nnfireqnendy happens that die hemorrhage caused by the 
operation terminates £ualty; but the victims are consider- 
ed to be veiy lndgr> ^ they will dien go stru^ to Mo- 
hamed's seventh heaven. The opeiation is performed on 
^Is by the moDah or priest's w^, and the child is after- 
wards pot into a bath. 

In Celebes, in the districts of Holomala, Bone, Bodemo 
and Kafrioggola the young girls are circumcised between 
the ^e$ of 9, ra, to 15 years. The opeiation is called 
'* Mopdihoe Olimoe *\ that is to say, '' to be bathed with 
the Gtrus hystrix " (a variety of the orange tree, the so- 
called prickly orai^). Here also it becomes, as for the 
boys* drcumcision, the occasion of great festivities, but 
the feeding is less cosdy.The operadon on girls is perform- 
ed by women (Riedel). 

According to Wiikens, die girls are circumcised in ear- 
lier youth than the'boys. This is also confirmed by Van 
Hasselt (i) as regard the Menangkabaw Malays. It is the 
same in Java, where the girls are submitted to the opera- 

(I) ZiOsOr. f. EOmoL Bd. VIII, 187^, S. 184- 
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tion at the age of from 6 to 7.. Among the Gorontalas it is 
performed much later, between the ages of 9 to 12 or 15 
years', but always earlier than the boys, and on girls it is 
always women that operate, within the house, and it is 
affirmed, as among the Boeginese and the Macassars, the 
men are not allowed to be present, excepting perhaps the 
father. The act is as usual generally the occasion of festi- 
vitiesy although, particularly among the Gorontalas^ there 
is less pomp and expense than when the boys are circum- 
cised. It is only among the Macassars and Boeginese that 
the act is accomplished in quiet and without any festivities. 
The only information obtained concerning the operative 
methods employed, relates to the Javanese, the Macassars 
and the Boeginese. Among the first of the above-named, a 
small piece of the clitoris is cut-oflF, perhaps the clitorid 
gland, and the part cut-off is wrapped-up, together with a 
bit of turmeric root, in a piece of cotton and buried be" 
neath a Kelor tree {Maringa pterygospermd). That the 
clitoris has really been cut, appears by the expression pu- 
tingitil by which the operation is designated, and which 
signifies the breaking off of the itil or clitoris. According 
to D' Mathes, only a very small portion of the clitoris is 
cut off, just sufficient to cause a slight flow of blood, for 
which reason the operation is called kattang or katta^ 
which means planing. The operation is practised by two 
women, one of whom ukes her place behind the girl, and 
separates as wide as she can the lips, so as to make the cli- 
toris protrude (what Epp says, that the smaller lips are 
cut seems to be founded on a mistake). In the Archipe- 
lago among the Muhamedans, the occasion of the circum- 
cision seems, as well as for that of the boys, to be cele- 
brated by festivities which have more or less the character 
of ^ religious initiation. 
It is quite the same, according to Riedel, among the So- 

^4 
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lancse. He writes as follows: — ** The circumcision of 
prls, at which no man is permitted to be present, is in 
usage only among the Muhamedans, and is performed by 
old women, ^even by Dudukus, who, with a sharp knife, 
shave off a little bit of the pokootij or clitorid gland. The 
child is seated on the knees of a woman, her legs being 
held wide apart, and maintained in that position by two 
other women. The wound is smeared with the sap of the 
Curcuma longa (turmeric), and as soon as it is healed the 
child is bathed by the same women. So long as the wound 
is not quite healed, the children arebbliged to abstain from 
all heating foods. ** 

This operation b effected at the age of from 9 to 10. 
Uncircumcised girls are strictly forbidden to have any 
sexual intercourse, unless they marry. 

Steller in speaking of female circumcision among the na- 
tives of Kamtschatska, alludes (i) to theirlargely develop- 
ed nymphae : *^ These are henceforth considered as a 
great shame, and are cut away, exactly as the ears of pup- 
pies are ". 

It IS particularly remarkable that the custom of female 
circumcision also prevails as a national custom in Ame- 
rica. Its introduction there from other continents is quite 
but of the question. In the Republic of the Ecuador, in 
the Maynes district are located the Panos Indians, who 
were visited in the last century by the missionary, Francis 
Xavier Veigl who found that they were in the habit of 
circifincistng their girls ; On enquiring the reason, he was 
told by the Indians that they found circumcised women to 
be more capable and more skilful in the performance of 
their natural duties (2). 

(i) Beschreihung von dem Lande Kamtschatka, Leipzig, 1774. 
(2) Grtmdl. Nacbr. uber die Ferfassufig der Landschaft von Magnai in 
Sud' America f anno 1768. Nurubcrg, 1798. 
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The Peruvian Indians along the Ucayale river, known 
as the Chunchos and Pampas, also practise excision on 
their daughters at the age of ten. On this occasion the" 
neighbours assemble together, thoroughly decked out, and 
during 7 days prepare the festival with ceremonial songs 
and dances, during which they largely absorb the intoxi- 
cating Chicha, prepared from manioc. On the eighth 
day the girl is given a strong dose of fermented manioc 
which intoxicates her and renders her insensible; while in 
this condition, an old woman performs the operation on 
her, and the hemorrhage is stopped simply with cold ablu- 
tions. Immediately the songs and dances recommence ; 
the victim is then laid in a. hammock and escorted from 
house to house. By circumcision the young girl is num- 
bered among the women (i)(Grandidier). 

Girls in Egypt. Our talented frend, the late D' Go- 
dard, has supplied precise information on the circumcision 
and infibulation of girls in Egypt. '* As was previously 
remarked, it is towards the twelfth or thirteenth year that 
the young girls are operated on at Giiro; in some provin- 
ces it is towards the age of from seven to eight years. Cir- 
cumcision is usually performed by the accoucheurs, but 
often by those abkazarsof whom mention has been already 
made, and sometimes by barbers. This is how the opera- 
tion is performed : 

The child having been placed and disposed as has 
been described for boys, the operator plunges his hand in- 
to ashes,in order that the parts may not slip from his grasp, 
he then seizes the clitoris, draws it forcibly forwards by 
repeated forward tractions and with one stroke of the ra- 
zor he amputates the organ. M* Coulomb^s barber, who 

(1) Mantegazza, ep. ciL 
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supplied these details, issorcs me that as for himsdf, he 
never cats off the labia mioora. Bat I foacd them absent 
*in the women whom I examined; they probably follow the 
ditoris and are cut off at the same time. Another barber ad- 
mitted to me that he seized at one and the same timebodi 
clitoris and labia minora, and that he cat off the whole 
with one stroke of the razor. This eq>lains to me why I 
have always found the ditoris badly cat; because it is less 
easy to draw forward than the labia, which are elastic 

In Arabic , the clitoris is called lamhoMr or cbamira, and 
the labia minora cbafumra. 

The exd^on terminated, a small quantity of a^ies is 
strewn on the bleeding wound and the hemorriiage is 
stopped. Instead of ashes, cotton soaked in oil is some- 
times employed. 

In general, the little g^is remain iar ten days wi^ut 
moving a step, and during another ten days they walk only 
with their 1^ wide apart. The operator employs the ra- 
zor only, and does not make use of pincers as he does 
iot the boys. Further, die barbers perform all their opera- 
tions with die razor. 

Later on, in the ch;4>ters which follow, I will make 
known the deplorable effects of this unformnate operation. 
The passions are devdoped as usual, but the aUation of 
the clitoris prevents the Arab women from deriving the 
slightest pleasure in the procreative aa. Besides, at the 
moment of accouchement they cannot be delivered until 
after numerous incisions of the vulva. 

I questioned Solyman on the infibulation of women; 
this operation is performed from Jebel-Ldlsileh» following 
the Nile, up to the Sudan. M. Linant had assured me 
that it was practised in Nubia; M..BeUandeau's cook had 
wimessed it at Dea; my coachman at Doiydab had told me 
that it was common in his countryi so tiiere can be no 
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doubt that infibulation is practised. Moreover, the details 
of the operation are constantly the same and as the informa* 
tion supplied by these various persons agrees perfectly, I 
think that they merit full confidence. This is further what 
Solyman relates. 

The operation is performed towards the age of seven 
years. The Rei's makes use of both his hands to make him- 
self well understood. He simulates the labia majora with 
the forefinger and thumb of the right hand to represent a 
knife. He tells me that a portion of the labia majora is 
excised and the totality of the clitoris. There is no suture, 
but as soon as the operation is terminated, the upper part 
of the patient's thighs are bound together, and the legs 
just above the knees as also the ankles. During three days 
she is left lying, on the ground, incapable of making a 
movement; on the fourth day the bandages round the thighs 
are removed; on the fifth those ahove the knees, and on 
the sixth day those of the ankles. However these last are 
more generally left in place for another seven days. After 
the sixth day the girl operated on can walk, but with diffi- 
culty, the bonds holding her ankles preventing her from 
parting her legs. She can make a few steps and that is all. 
The entire treatment lasts thirteen days, and at their expi- 
ration she is permitted to walk, but very little. Girls, after 
their operation and until their marriage, are not allowed to 
mount on a camel, nor on horseback, nor on a donkey, so 
that their genital organs may not become enlarged. The 
husband alone is privileged to dilate his wife. 

The operation is performed by old women. 

I asked Solyman why they infibulate women? He thinks 
that it is prescribed by religion. " 

The little bells of the Abyssinian women. 

Infibulation may be in some peoples attributed to a cer- 
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tain habit of coquetry. The Rev. Father Francois Alvarez 
iofiorms as that among die Abyssiniansthe giris wear, from 
coquetry and to attract the men, little beUs attached to 
their genital parts, where they hang and tinkle freely. 

In several kingdoms of Africa, the king's wives and the 
prindpal women of the court, have their parts pierced die 
same as their ears; little golden rings and jeweb are passed 
therein which these ladies are obliged to remove when 
their husbands wish to approach diem. 

Girdles of Chastity. These fitmous but litde un- 
derstood ardcles were, together with the padlocks of virginity 
introduced from die East into Venice, and thence die cus- 
tom soon spread over the whole of Europe. The first to 
employ this apparatus was Francis of Tarrara, Provost of 
Padua in the XIV' century. It was a belt having a central 
piece made of ivory, with a barbed narrow slit down the 
middle, which was passed between the legs and fixed there 
by lock and key. A specimen of this safety apparatus is to be 
seen actually at the Mus^e de Guny in Paris; but there 
were, it appears, skilful locksmiths in those days and 
false keys were not unknown. The troubadour, Guillaume 
de Machaut, speaks of a key that was given to him by Agnes 
of Navarra, and which evidendy refers to a girdle of 
chasdty. 



Then around me her arms she laid 
And a golden key to me she gave 
Which a master's hand had made. 
See, this of my love is the measure, 
Lo guard it till life is outdrave ; 
For this is the key of my treasure. 
I make you the lord of my gold. 
This makes you the master of Agnes, 
And to you does her body hold. 
In this lies my fortune^ my riches 
Of which I here give you largesse. 
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The existence,, or the use of these girdles of chastity, 
has been denied, but the presence of many undoubt-ed spe- 
cimens of them preserved in several of the most important 
museums in Europe placetheirauthencity beyond all doubt. 
This custom existed more particularly during the time of 
thie Crusades, and exceptionally up to the fourteenth cen- 
tury; but a very curious instance is mentioned as having 
occurred as late as the middle of the eighteenth century, for 
it is recorded that the advocate Feydeau pleaded before 
the supreme court of Montpellier on behalf of a woman 
who accused her husband of making her undergo this 
shameful treatment. (Petition against the introduction of 
padlocks or girdles of chastity. — Montpellier, 1750). 

Bridled G***s are nbt al^irays closed. Accor- 
ding to Brantome, in fact, we read the following in the Vies 
des Dames Galantes of that genial and marvellous author : 
'* In the time of king Henry II, writes he, there was a certain 
ironmonger who brought with him a dozen of certain ma- 
chine to the fair of St Germain to bridle women's c s: 

they were made of iron and went round like a girdle, and 
went below and were shut with a key : so cleverly were 
they made that it was not possible for the woman when 
once bridled with it to arrive at the sweet pleasure, as 
there were only a few small holes in it for pissing. 

They say there were five or six jealous tiresome hunks 
who bought them, and bridled their wives with them in 
such a way that they might well say, ^* Good-bye, happy 
time; if there had not been one who bethought her of 
applying to a locksmith very clever in his art, to whom 
she shewed the machine and her own and everything, 
her husband being then out in the fields, and he applied, 
his mind to it so well, that he made for her a false key, 
with which the lady closed it or opened it at any time 
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she wished. The husband never found out anything to 
say about it; and she ga^e herself up to her own good 
pleasure to the full, in spite of her foolish jealous cudcold 
of a husband, being always able to live in freedom of 
cuckoldom. But the wicked locksmith who made the false 
key tasted of it all ; and he did well, so they say, for he 
was the first to taste of it : and was there not danger of 
it, for Venus, who was the feirest woman and whore in 
the world, had Vulcan, a locksmith and blacksmith for a 
husband, who was a veiy rascal, dirty, lame, and very 
ugly. 

They say too that there were many gallant, honest 
gentleman of the court who threatened that ironmonger 
in such wise, if he ever presumed to carry about such 
merchandise, that he was afitaid and returned there no 
more and threw away all the rest; and no more was he 
heard of, wherein he was wise, for it would have been 
enough to lose half the world, for want of any body to 
people it, through such bridles, clasps, and fastenings of 
nature, which are abominable and detestable, and enemi^ 
to human multiplication. '' 

Glltoridectomy. The clitoris is amputated with 
the greatest facility. This operation is performed by means 
of the bistoury, scissors, or galvano-cautery, and presents 
no gra^ty. The flow of blood is then stopped with ice or 
caustic. Gamier performed this operation with the linear 
crusher, without the slightest efiusion of blood, ** on a 
woman aged 48, whose clitoris had been developed by 
buccal onanism on the part of her husband, so that it form- 
ed a troublesome appendage, of the size and length 
of a leech when full of blood. Cicatrisation was complete 
iQ the course of a few days. 
Formerly, physicians had scruples in doing it, through 
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fear of depriving the woman of all voluptuous sensations 
in the future. That this is an error is demonstrated at the 
present day by numerous cases of ablation of this organ. 
Levret, the celebrated French accoucheur, appears to have 
been the first to tkink of performing it, and his successor 
Dubois obtained a remarkable success in the case of a 
young girl wasted by consumption. Its first application in 
Germany was at Berlin, on June 20^ , 1822, when Graefe 
performed it on an idiot girl, aged 15. Her intelligence 
developed immediately, and, three years later, she knew 
how to talk, write, and count. 

An English surgeon brought it into vogue in London, 
about a quarter of a century ago, as a pr^ervative against 
manualisation by little girls, and the nervous symptoms 
which result thence in married women. Experience of it 
has been acquired since in the United States, where this 
slight operation in frequently performed and meets with 
great success. D' White performed clitoridectomy on a 
young girl addicted to onanism, suffering from epileptic 
fits. The vicious habits ceased directly, and there had 
been no recurrence of the epileptic fits three years after 
the operation. 

Another mode of its employment is as a correaive 
to the excessive size of the organ. It succeeded notably in 
the case of a young lady aged 21, whose clitoris was as 
voluminous as the penis of a boy aged 14. Many observa- 
tions attest, says Roubaud, that the amputation of this 
organ, while preventing fits of erotomania on the part of 
the woman, has not dried up the sources of pleasure. It 
has been seen that in its default, or in its absence, two other 
erogenous centres exist to arouse and develope the senti- 
ments of love. 

Clitoridectomy is employed as a cure for masturbation ; 
it succeeds in the great majority of cases, and has been 
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extolled by D' Varrln on the same ground and with the 
same object as circumcision in boys. 

Feminine Circumcision as practised in 
Africa. If our surgeons remove the clitoris for a well- 
defined medical object, the ablation of this organ is a 
current practice in vogue among several nations. 

^* Dahousset describes the circumcision which is prac- 
tised in Egypt on girls from nine to ten years of age, and 
which consists in the amputation of the clitoris and, mo- 
roever, of a portion of the nymphae, owing to the clumsy 
method employed. He believes that the Egyptians do not 
hold to the woman's participation in the pleasures of 
coition. The women on the other hand procure it by 
means of an exciting beverage which leaves them only 
the desire for pleasure unsatisfied. {Bullet., 1877, p. 127.) 

Panceri has studied the amputation of the clitoris and 
the infibulation of the .woman in Northern Africa. The 
suture is made with scissors by a mid-wife, or by a woman 
engaged at the public baths. The operation is called cassura 
in Arabic. Either the gland of the clitoris is amputated 
together with the small prepuce and a portion of the 
nymphae, or the gland avoids the unskilled scissors, and 
they only succeed in removing the prepuce together with 
a part of the nymphae. This custom however is not gene- 
ral, and there are some families in which it is not prac- 
tised. 

Among the Ijvaros of the Upper Amazon, the clitoris is 
removed from all the women with special scissors, which 
Luciolli promised to give me when he paid another visit 
to that country. But on his return he unhappily perished 
together with his little daughter on the vessel which was 
conveying him to Brazil, and his body was thrown into 
the sea. 
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He assured me that the natives amputate their wives* 
clitoris because they are too lascivious, and as they have 
several wives, they hope to keep them faithful by this 
cruel means. It is difficult to imagine a more egotistical 
perversion, since love is a pleasure which is shared. To de- 
sire to abolish our companion's pleasure is a barbarity, 
which is punished with interest by the diminution of our 
own. " (Mantegazza, V Amour dans r-Humanitc,) 

Ovariotomy (Extirpation of the Ovaries). 

The extirpation of the ovaries on account of disease, and 
the exision of the tubes which join them to the matrix, are 
performed frequently enough for operations to be known 
authentically after which the majority of the subjects have 
continued their sexual relations as before. The question 
proposed publicly in the American Medical Societes in 
1887 has been answered in the affirmative, according to 
the ^following declaration of D'' Brown upon this point. 
** Several conservative physicians assert that this operation 
by desexualising the woman, changes the soft voice into a 
hard and masculine tone, causes the beard and moustache 
to grow, and destroys the sexual appetite. All these accu- 
sations are generally without foundation in the majority 
of cases. The advocates for or against feminine castration 
are therefore guilty of exaggeration. It is true that many 
young American surgeons are capable of going to 
these extremes'. The surgeon ought not to be either 
encouraged or deterred by this ancient dogma of desexua- 
lising the woman, for sex is no more in the ovary than it 
is in the testicle; it is in the brain (i). " 

This question raised in England has also been decided 
there by Professor Cust, a distinguished specialist. He was 

(i) DktUmmire annuel desprogrls des Sciences medicales, Paris, 1887. 
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acquainted with three young women deprived of the ute- 
rus and annexes, the tubes and the ovaries, and who per- 
fectly fulfilled their duties as wives. (British Gynecological 
Soc, 1887.) 

Nevertheless the results obtained in France do not con- 
firm the optimist theories of the Americans and English. 
Duplayi in 171 cases of ovariotomy had 145 recoveries and 
25 deaths. In the account of a surgical excursion in Eng- 
land, M. Fort reported that he had seen M' Spencer Wells 
perform his 1025* extraction of the ovaries. (A peculiarly 
English detail, the 1025^** operation was performed on the 
wife of a Bishop.) The method is simple and expeditious. 
The patient is laid on a raised bed; the legs are brought 
together, stretched out, and kept in position by a strap; 
the two hands are fastened to the right and left on the side 
of the bed. When the anasthesia is complete, the surgeon, 
standing up, makes an incision along the mesial line of the 
abdomen below the umbilicus. 

Let us end at length this chapter on surgery with a bright 
passage, consisting of a story borrowed firom Victor Meu- 
nier (i). 

The Castrated Amazon. An unhappy young lady 
of wealth, who by the death of her parents had been made 
mistress of her fortune and her own actions, discovered 
no other employment for her vitality and wealth than that . 
o( horseriding. Her passion for the horse was so exclusive 
of all else, that in order to be freed from the periodical 
impediments of feminine nature, she sought for a surgeon 
who would open her stomach, and perform upon her that 
extraction which Velpeau reckoned *^ among the preroga- 
tive of the doers of lofty works". 

(i) Exuntricitis plsyskHogiqms . Paris, 1889. 
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Velpeau may liave changed his opinion doubtless about 
that, as about hypnotism,and his skilful hands to-day prac- 
tice ovariotomy. It is none the less true that such a mutila- 
tion has no excuse but when it is praiseworthy, that is to 
say when the sacrifice of the part i$ made in the legitimate 
hope of saving the whole. 

It is stated that in Arabia ovariotomy is practised on the 
women employed in the harem; but they arc barbarians. 
It appears that it is practised in India on the dancing-girls; 
but that is outside our civilisation, and the horror of the 
means is in harmony with the ignominy of the end. Among 
ourselves, putting aside the surgical cases in which it is 
always the relief and safety of a human creature which are 
sought, castration is commonly performed on chickenSi 
the sow and the cow, in order to fatten them and some- 
times on the mare to abate its ardours.Two illustrious men, 
WicT and Graefe, relate that in the hope of putting an end 
to his daughter's licentiousness, a castrator of pigs did the 
same to her as he did to them. When a girl has a mind 
sufficiently depraved to claim the same treatment with the 
sole object of riding a horse every day of the month, it is 
to be hoped that the diplomaed scoundrel necessary for 
the perpetration of the outrage may not be met with. He 
was met with. I am happy to say it was not in France. I 
regret to add that it was in Geneva. 

The young girl was put to sleep and opened, and for the 
sake of a bribe, a surgeon made out of a healthy body in- 
tended to hand-on life, a barren and worthless thing. 

If the ablation of the tester muliebris (Galix's expression) 
involve an absolute infecundity as necessarily as the analo- 
gous operation in the other sex, it is only in the very great 
majority of cases that it involves the suppression of « that 
periodical tribute paid to the star of night, " as Villaret 
says of Joan of Arc, who, according to him, was exempt 
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from it; but that noble creature was only twenty when she 
died. It is but very exceptionally that the « clock of 
health ", so named by Moriceau, continues to mark the 
hours. Weill you are going to exclaim that is very well, 
but the history of our amazon — I say ours, but she is 
no more yours than mine — her history increases by a 
unit the number of exceptions. The unhappy creature pays 
her tribute as before. Nothing is changed, neither the 
dates, or the rate, or the number of days during which it 
prevents her each month from mounting her horse* This 
is the first puni$hment, while she waits for the precocious 
excessive corpulence which comes to domesticated females 
who have undergone castration, and then, on the top of 
all, the horrible old age of an eunuch. If the conscience is 
silent, the flesh will speak. 

Extirpation of the Uterus. The total extirpation 
of the uterus is much more rare than the extraction of the 
ovaries. This operation may however be performed without 
danger to the patient, as in shewn by the following state- 
ment, borrowed like the preceding from Victor Meunier. 

Affecting Story of a young Artiste. On the 

same day that M. Duplay was discussing the ablation of 
the ovaries at the Academy of Medicine, the total extirpa- 
tion of the uterus by the natural paths was performed on a 
young dramatic artist, aged 21, under the care of M. Pil- 
laux at the H6tel-Dieu. 

ThQ Ga:(ette des Hdpitaux recalls a feet in connection with 
this, giving us some idea of that progress for which we 
can never be sufficiently thankful. It refers to the first 
extirpations performed by Recamier, before anaesthetics 
were known : which does not carry us back beyond the 
period of our own youth. 
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The medical journal finds this account given in one of 
its previous numbers. Such stories are enough to make the 
flesh creep. The editor does not reproduce it litterally, but 
gives only its general impression : ** it is like a night- 
mare ".The patient filled the amphitheatre with her pierc- 
ing screams, and struggled desperately. In a too hasty 
dissection of the points of union between the bladder and 
the uterus, the former of these two organs was laid open. 
How in fact could the courage and strength be found in 
surgeon and patient necessary to allow all the time requir- 
ed for this work of art. We think we can see Roux and 
Ricamier.. . tearing the uterus with their fingers, drawing 
it with all their force, trying in vain for a long time to give 
a see saw motion to that organ by bringing it down, so as 
to make it come out bottom first" — by the natural paths. 

What a difference there is to day, as a result of that 
beneficent progress. The patient (from patiens, sufiering) 
though dissected alive in the most sacred part of her being, 
suffers nothing, feels nothing, remains dumb and motion- 
less. The surgeon is as calm as though he were preparing 
himself to perform the operation by a previous rehearsal 
on a dead body. Nothing hurries him. He has all the time 
to perform it thoroughly. 

On this occasion the patient is a nice-looking girl of 
dark complexion, with an intelligent countenance, full of 
confidence in the surgeon, whom she has implored to cure 
her at any price, and with no less confidence in the result. 
She was a mother when she was fifteen years old ; she had 
an early apprenticeship to those joys and griefs, which also 
become prematurely for ever unknown to her. An epithel- 
ioma (cancer), from which she has been suffering for some 
time, necessitates the terrible operation for which she now 
lies stretched on her back, in a state of unconsciousness, 
which has not been reached without some trouble, in one 
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of the special wards contrived in the roof of the hospital 
and lighted from above, and where all the operations af- 
fecdng the abdominal cavity are now perfiocmed at the 
Hdtel-Dieu. 

The ward is under the roof in order to be as £ir away as 
possible from the rest of the hospital.lt is reached through 
an apartment which is completely empty, and the only, 
use of which is to make the isolation perfect. The operat- 
ing-ward leads into a third apartment in which anaesthetic 
preparations are first applied to the patient. She is then 
carried to what used to be called the bed of pain, but 
which is now merely an operating bed. 

When she returns to consciousness, the patient declares 
that she feels no pain. 

It may be considered improbable, but there does not 
remain even the slightest trace of it on the stomach which 
is flat, supple, and indifferent to pressure. 

She only complains of ennui in her isolation, and of the 
heat under the roof, and never makes any request but to be 
brought into the general wards. 

She was completely cured at the beginning of July (the 
operation had taken place in the month of June) and left 
the hospital. 

Towards the end of June, as her companions in mis- 
fonune had clubbed together to offer some flowers to the 
head-surgeon, whose birtli-day it was, she even found her- 
self strong enough to take the part, which was hers by 
right, of complimenting M. Tillaux in the name of the 
patients under his professional charge. 

Plaudite cives . 

Art is great, and consequently the mind. 
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CHAPTER XV 
ANATOMICAL lOTLU 

We reproduce some extracts from the work of D 
Hager (i) which he entitles Anatomical Idylls. 

** Villemain d*Abancourt agreeably describes these ana- 
tomical details in the following verses : 

Nature one day did form a vase, 
Whose shape was f\rst designed by Love, 
"lis not of gold or silver made, 
Or porcelain or common clay, 
But ivory white and ebon black 
Eatwind around its graceful shape, 
G>ntrasted are and yet agree. 
The mouth oT every common vase 
Is first bent in and then turned out, 
Like jasmine which the garden crowns ; 
So Nature's hand with cunning art 
Bent back the edges of this vase. 
If you, dear reader, seclk to find 
An emblem of its shape divine. 
Go, seek the shelly on ocean*s shore 
*Tis founds a maidenhead 'tis named. 
The edges of the magic vase 
Are rosy red, or coral's hue, 
Two columns of enamel fine^ 
Their name I m^y not tell to thee, 
A double pedestal,* support 
The virgin vase, placed* neath an. arch 
Where always reigns eternal spring. 
And there secure it fears not anght, 
For cold or heat cannot there come. 
Tis fashioned for the God of Hearts, 



\r 



(i) Attatomie des Organes ginitdux. 



as 
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So Cupid comes, when he is wrath, 
And pours his tears upon its breast. 
Flowers and fruit alike are found 
At times upon its fertile ground. 

Voltaire, has likewise traced with his universal pen in 
the lively and witty style which characterizes his lighter 
efforts, the portraits of the amatory region which enga- 
ges our attention . 

I seek a little bushy wood 

Which you own, my dear Aminthe 
Which shelters, if it be not shorn 

A most delightful labyrinth. 
And every month the flowers return. 

To deck its paths with hues of love. 
Permit me then to shed a tear 

Within the borders of your grove. 
— Begone, fair sir, and take your tears 

Beside another stream to rove ; 
For much I iear that you may spoil 

The flowers which grow within my grove. 
For if you weep with might and main, 

Such tears as yours may me compel 
Before the year comes round again 

Myself to shed some tears as well. 

D*" Lacombe treats of the same subject (i). 

At the foot of a Mount which is Venus's own, 

In a valley enclosed by the shade of a wood. 

Is a temple renowned ; its appearance alone 

Is enough to betoken Dame Nature's kind mood. 

At its portal are seated sweet Love and Desire 

And they beckon to Pleasure with smiles to come in 

At their feet is a stream which two Naiads conspire 

To guide now in torrents and now in cascades 

To a rosy red basin, surrounded with flowers, 

Lying hid by the path which leads 4hrough the glades 

To the shrine where the home of the God is concealed. 

On two sides it is open ; the eye is entranced 

At beholding the beauties which there are revealed . 

For'tis here, in this sacred mysterious shrine 

That the form and substance together combine 

To hallow the union of Hymen and Love. 

(i) In the Luciniade. 
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CHAPTER XVI 

ORGANS ANNEXED TO THE GENITAL APPARATUS. — THE 
ANUS IN MAN. ~ THE UkVLHJR IN WOMAN. 

The anas and its importance. 

Anatomical description of the anus and rectum. — Muscles of the 
anus. — Relation of the prostate and the seminal vesicles 
with the anus in man. — Variation of the dimensions of the rec- 
tum and anus. — ^ Remarkable dilatation of rectum and anus. — 
Limits of the dilatability of the reaum and anus* — Foreign bodies 
introduced into the anus. — The beer-glass broken in the rectum. 
— The sheath of the Cook's knife. —The neck of Petine's bottle. ~ 
A new way of eating hard-boiled eggs. — Tardieu's opinion on 
the dilatability of the rectum and anus. 

Importance of the Hammaa or breasts. 

Anatomical description of the mammary gland. — The lacteal seae- 
tion. — Chemical composition of the milk, — Anomalies of the 
mammae. 

Conclusion of the i« part. 



The anus and its importance. The impor- 
tance of the anus cannot be gainsayed, not only by reason 
of its intimate connexion with the genital organs of the 
two sexes, but in addition because it serves (and that of- 
tcner than its turn) for a coition for which nature did not 
create it. It is therefore a veritable accessory genital organ 
and on this ground we give its description according to 
Beaunis and Bo\ich^Td.{Nouveaux iUnunts d^KAnatomie des- 
criptivc). 

Anatomical description of the anus. '^ The 
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anus, the inferior orifice of the alimentary canal, is a cir- 
cular opening situated 0^03 before and beneath the coccyx 
on the mesial line. When closed, it has radiated folds 
which disappear when it is distended. The skin, which is 
provided with hair in nun, sinks down into the opening 
to form a connection with the mucous membrane; up to 
a height of o"oo8 to o™oi5 above the anal orifice, it has 
peculiar characteristics {anal mucous membrane) ; on this 
level it is separated from the rectal mucous membrane by 
a line formed by the folds at the superior concavity, which 
intercept the small culs-de-sac open above, sin$is of Morga- 
gni; from this line seven or eight reddish, vertical projec- 
tures descend, which are lost above the anus the columns 
of the rectum. This anal mucous membrane is thin, moist 
and soft, of a bluish or bright-red colour, and it always re- 
mains harder and drier than the rectal mucous membrane. 
In fact, it is only the skin slightly modified^ as is proved 
by its structure: it has a tesselated epithelium; it possess- 
es papillae and large sebaceous glands and is entirely with- 
out Lieberkuhn's glands. 

Vessels and nerves of the anus. The arteries 
of the anus come from the hemorrhoidal arteries. The 
veins form an internal sub-mucous plexus with longitu- 
dinal meshes, and external plexus situated in the cellular 
tissue which surrounds the external sphincter. These two 
plexus, which in a normal state display dilatations and 
strangulations, communicate by the anastomotic branches 
which traverse the fibres of the sphincter. From these two 
plexus start veins which follow the arteries and the anas- 
tomoses of which cause the system of the veins and the 
general renal system to communicate together. The deep 
lymphatics proceed to the pelvic gangUa, those of the 
sub-cutaneous plexus to the inguinal ganglia. The ner- 
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ves come from the sacral plexus and the great sympathetic. 
At the lower portion o{^the rectum and the anus a striat- 
ed muscular apparatus is annexed, composed of two 
muscles : the external sphincter and the levator of the 
anus. 

The rectum. The rectum has a length of about o<°2 5 . 
it begins at the left sacro-iliac articulation, proceeds 
downwards and to the right as far as the third sacraLver- 
tebra; then follows the bend of the sacrum inclining first 
a little to the right, then to the left; it then returns on the 
mesial line and, having reached the point of the coccyx, 
turns backward to finish at the anus. It is then inflected 
in the lateral direction and the aritero-posterior direction. 
As far as the second sacral vertebra it is enveloped in the 
peritoneumji which forms a mcsprectum to it, in its second 
portion, as far as the last sacral vertebra, the peritoneum 
covers it only in front and on the sides ^ finally, for the 
remainder of its extent it is perfectly free. 

CSonnections. i*^ The first portion reaches, in man, 
to the depth of the bladder and. prostate, from which it is 
separated by a loose cellular tissue; lower down, as it turns 
backwards, it deviates from the membranous portion of 
the ureter {recto-uretbral triangle). In the woman, it reaches 
to the vagina, to which it. is closely united so as to form 
the recto-vaginal partitioriy then it becomes separate from it 
{rectovaginal triangle); 2"*, the second portion is separated 
from the bladder in man, from the uterus and vagina in 
woman, by the cul-de-sac which results from the reflexion 
of the peritoneum over those organs, a culde-sac in which 
the circonvolutiohs of the slender intestine are situated. 

Interior oonformation of the large intee- 
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tine. The walls of the large intestine are o'°ooi5 in thick- 
ness on a level with the ligaments of the colon, o^ooi on 
a level with the embossments. They are composed, like 
the slender intestine, of three tunics, the serous, the mus- 
cular tunic and the mucous. 

(i»') The serous, much more incomplete than on the 
slender intestine, will be described together with the peri- 
toneum. 

(2"')The muscular tunic displays two layers; one of lon- 
gitudinal fibres, the other of circular fibres, i** lar^Uudi- 
nal fibres. These fibres, on the coecum, the ascendant co- 
lon and the transversal colon, are accumulated in three 
longitudinal bands, and only a few of them very lighty 
spread remain on a level with the embossments ; these 
bands are shorter than the length of the large intestine; on 
a level with the descendant colon they are reduced to two; 
finally, on the rectum^ they surround the whole periphery 
of the intestine, while leaving here and there a few lacu- 
nas. As to their termination, some of them are lost in the 
pelvic aponeurosis, and some in small elastic tendons, 
which traverse the external sphincter to unite with the 
sub-cutaneous cellular tissue of the anus(Luschka).A por- 
tion of these recul fibres go to form two flattened fasciculi 
0*004 wide, situated in the levator of the anus and which 
unite with the anterior surface of the coccyx (recto-coccy- 
gian muscle of Preitz). 2""^ Circular fibres. They accumu- 
late at the lower part of the rectum and form there a 
sphincter {internal sphincter) o""o3 high and 0*007 thick. 

}"* Mucous. The mucous of the large intestine has a 
pale reddish yellow colour.It displays irregular folds.which 
disappear on distension ; in the caecum and the colon, it 
displays longitudinal projectures which reach to the liga- 
ments of the colon, and falciform folds which reach to the 
transversal grooves of the external surface; these folds en- 
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circle recesses (cellules of the large intestine), which by dis- 
tensior may form veritable pockets. The internal surface, 
with no villosities or valvules, has a riddled appearance 
due to glandular orifices ". 

Muscles of the anus. We have seen above that 
tlie anus forms the outlet of the rectum. Its opening is 
kept closed, in order to prevent the exit of fecal matter by 
two muscles, i"* the external sphincter of the anus, which 
forms round the lower part of the rectum a muscular ring 
20 millimetres in height by about 8 thick. Its superficial 
fibres, sub-cutaneous sphincter y are inserted in front of the 
coccyx and behind the bulb in the sub-cutaneous cellular 
tissue ind at the under-surface of the skin.The deep fibres 
rise behind the external surface and the point of the coc- 
cyx by a fold ; in front they reach to a fibrous fold which 
joins the bulbo-cavernous to the sphincter, which passes 
beneath the fold of the transverse superficial ; the deepest 
form a little bay which reaches without interruption to the 
front of the rectum. The superior fibres are continued 
with the inferior fibres of the levator of the anus, in such 
a manner that the two muscles may be considered to be 
but one single muscle in the shape of a funnel, of which 
the levator forms the extended portion and the sphincter 
the neck. 

(2"<>) The levators of the anus. This thin, mem- 
branous muscle is firmly inserted i*^ in the internal sur- 
face of the sciatic spine ; 2*"** at the posterior surface of the 
pubes on each side of the symphysis; 3''^ in the interval 
of these osseous points,at an aponeurotic arch adhering to 
the pelvic aponeurosis. From these insertions the fibres of 
the levator incline backwards and pass some of them, the 
smaller number, in firont^ the rest behind the anus and the 
rectum. 
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The two muscles of the anus are in close relation and 
are enclosed with the muscles of the perineum, the des- 
cription of which we shall give further on. 

It is the same with the arteries and the nerves with 
which this region is richly supplied. 

The muscles of the perineum are furnished with nerves 
from the internal pudic nerves while the levator of the anus 
is supplied directly from a branch of the sacral plexus. 

The levator of the anus conduces to contract the abdo- 
minal cavity ; it rises besides the posterior wall of the 
rectum in front and behindhand manages the anal opening 
behind; it acts in defecation. 

Relations of the prostate and seminal ve- 
sicles ivith the anus in xnan. The relations of 
the anus with the genital Organs are closer in man than 
they are in woman. The prostate in the first place, a little 
behind the entrance of the anus, and the seminal vesicles 
a little higher, are only separated from the rectum by some 
muscular tissues and fibres of inconsiderable thickness* 

This is to be noted in order to comprehend the nature 
of the pleasure which certain 3epraved persons feel in pas- 
sive sodomy. The intimate connection of the muscles, 
nerves and sanguine vessels renders the two^o to say solid, 
and We shall give the proofs of this in the physiological 
portion of this work. 

Bouchard (Nouveaux iliments d^Anatomit descriptive) has 
the merit of affording a clear comprehension of the re- 
lations of man's genital apparatus with the anus. 

Variation of the dimensions of the rectum 
and anus. The rectum forms a bowel of considerable 
calibre in man. The anus^closes it by a narrow slit, by 
the help of the two muscles which surround it. In child- 
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ren this slit often hardly admits the small canula of an 
enema. In many persons, especially iii women, the anus 
always remains contracted, and the fecal matter, thorough- 
ly ground up, has a volume scarcely exceeding an 
ordinary taper. 

In other persons, on the contrary, especially in 
men, the fecal deposit may reach the size of a forced-meat 
ball, and in the case of an individual indulging in habits 
of sodomy, it is not surprising to meet with veritable pud* 
dings. 

A similarly great difference arises from two causes : 
i*^ congenital conformation : there are large and small 
ani, just as there are large and small mouths; this is evi- 
dent; 2**^ all manoeuvres performed on the anus result in 
dilating the anus, frequently in an extraordinary manner. 
The reason is easy to comprehend. The two muscles 
which surround the anus close it after the fashion of the 
strings of a purse. They are so disposed as to open from 
witlnn outwards at the will of the defecator. But when, in 
consequence of the often repeated intromissions of a hard 
voluminous body, like the virile member, they are accus- 
tomed to open inwards from without^ their elasticity is 
overcome by this manoeuvre in an inverse direction of their 
organic disposition. Then the anus may attain a truly ex- 
traordinary dilatation which is only limited by that of the 
rectum. 

Remarkable dilatation of the rectum and 
the anUB. This dilatation may be i** progressive^ or 2"** 
rapid. The first is more particularly the result of sodo- 
mical practices. We shall study it in detail in that part of 
the work which relates to sodomy. Nevertheless it is also 
employed in surgery. It is shw znd gradual when the cali- 
bre of the instruments with which it is performed is in- 
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creased little by little. It is intermittent when the dilator 
only remains for a certain time in the cavity. Lastly it is 
permanent when the instrument is left and remains until it 
can be replaced by another more voluminous one. 

Rapid dilatation is a surgical operation employed 
long before our time. It goes back to the time of Ambrobe 
Pari, who was the first to invent a dilator with three 
branches. Without going back farther than the end of the 
last, and the beginning of the 19*^ century, we already 
see a number of processes and instruments invented to 
obtain the dilatation of the lower end of the intestine. 

Desault, in order to struggle with the contractions of 
the rectum, confined himself to the use of ti^'ists and 
rolls of lint. Later on, other surgeons, not so timid, had 
recourse to mechanical dilatation, and brought with it the 
true forced dilatation. The instruments have multiplied 
more and more to our own day. 

Let us recall the dilators invented by Ancelin, Larrey, 
Demarquay, who contrived a dilator with three blades or 
stems of metal, soon followed by Huguier's dilator. 

Nilaton and Beylard brought this class of apparatus to 
perfection. Lastly other surgeons, Wisseman and Amussat. 
have had apparatus manufactured in which incision was 
combined with dilatation. 

But of all these apparatus, the best is still the operator's 
hand. The illustrious Ricamier discovered a mode of for- 
ced dilatation to cure fissures of the anus, in which the 
operator's two thumbs are introduced into the anus, and 
by drawing them rapidly in opposite directions, the violent 
opening of the entrance of the anus is efl^ected. We shall 
estimate the value of this process, when we say that it is 
still the only one in use. 

It was reserved for D' G. Simon of the University of 
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Heidelburg to demonstrate that it was possible to extend 
the dilatation of the rectum as far as the introduction of the 
hand into this cavity, and thus to show how far the 
dilatability of the rectum can go. We give the method 
of the German surgeon according to the thesis of Xavier 
Lacoussiire (i). 

Limits of the dilatability of the rectum 
and the anus. ^' The exploration of the lower part of 
the intestine by means of the finger and even of the hand 
is far preferable to the introduction of mechanical dilators. 
Jobert de Lamballe distrusts with good reason ** the three 
branch instruments which are used for the dilatation of 
the rectum. " Particularly when no operation is in ques- 
tion, when it is only desired to form a diagnosis, what is 
the good of having recourse to dilators, which, alas, often 
produce another result than dilatation . 

With the fingers and hand an exact calculation is ob- 
tained of the enlargement which it is desired to obtain. 

** During the last few years, says M. G. Simon, the 
examination of the rectal cavity has been made with one 
or at the most two fingers, or again by means of a narrow 
speculum. We have now learnt to feel all the cavities of 
the abdomen with half and even with all the hand and to 
pass into the rectum the largest and widest speculum. " 
The German Professor's method, though new in surgical 
practise, is not so, we believe, in the veterinary art. For 
a long period the exploration of the horse's abdomen has 
been performed according to D^ G. Simon's process. It is 
groped, to use an expression which is sanctioned. Never- 
theless it was a courageous thing to put forward a practise 
which was looked upon as strange or rather unknown to 
all in its application to man. 

(i) De la dilatation rapidt de quelques mvitis naturelles, Paris, 1876. 
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Experiments have been made on a living body and on a 
corpse. 

In clinical surgery, the diagnosis of tumours of the ute- 
rus, ovaries and bladder, even those of the kidney, would 
have been much facilitated by the introduction of the 
band into the rectum. The latter although thrust very far 
in, has not entailed any serious inconveoiencies to the 
patients. In 20 or 30 cases, which are not recorded in the 
memorandum which we have had in our hands. Professor 
G. Simon reached the height of the umbilic in his explo- 
ration, and his manoeuvres have never resulted in the slight- 
est lesion. 

When it is desired to use the hand for the exploration 
of the rectal cavity, it is of course necessary to make use 
of chloroform » and to prolong the anaesthesia to complete 
resolution. The sphincter does not then oflPer any resis- 
tance. If a rent was to be feared, it would be prevented 
by a few incisions made in the skin on the periphery of 
the anus, or again by the complete incision of the sphinc- 
ter behind. 

The width of the rectum being, say 65" in diameter to 
the height of 0,14" or 0,15"* above the anus, the hand at 
first can give itself free scope. But, when it arrives at the 
commencement of the meso-rectum, it finds itself stopped 
by the diminution of the calibre of the intestine, which at 
this level is not more 45" to 50" in diameter. Therefore 
only two or three fingers can be passed into the sacro- 
iliac. To increase the dilatation any further would be dan- 
gerous, and could not be done without risking the rupture 
of the abdomen. 

The German Professor assured himself of this jon the 
corpse. ** In order to try, he says, if the rectum, in its 
upper part, could become sufficiently enlarged to allow the 
passage of the hand, I pushed with all my might, having 



digitized by VjOOQIC 



ORGANS ANNEXED TO THE GENITAL APPARATUS ' 397 

first taken the precaution to thoroughly twist it, so that it 
only measured 0,020 in diameter. I was able to push high 
enough to reach the processus ensiformis (I) ; but on in- 
specting the intestine, the latter was torn in several places 
above my hand. " 

D' Nussbanne, of Munich, in the case of a woman with^ 
a small abdomen, reached the same point as M. Simon, 
did in the corpse, and that without occasioning the least 
rupture of the smallest disorder. And M. Popp, his first 
assistant^ thinks that we may profit by this experience for 
^^ the diagnosis and clearance of strangulated hernias or 
the diaphragm. " We shall not follow the Munich sur- 
geons as far as that, and we absolutely reject this practise 
agreeing in that with M. Simon himself. " 

Foreign bodies Introduced into the rec- 
tum. Whether it is owing to refinement of pleasure or 
to any other cause* the list of foreign bodies which may 
be introduced into an anus, whether it be masculine or fe- 
minine, would be lengthy. The extraction of these foreign 
bodies involves in the majority of cases dilatation without 
bleeding. Now after what we have said regarding the ex- 
treme distension of the ano-rectal conduit, it will not oc- 
casion surprise to find foreign bodies in the rectum fre. 
quently of a considerable size. 

The introduction of the entire hand is conceivably but 
a small matter after such bodies. Let us say however that 
for objects of the least size, for those especially which 
are situated in the upper part of the rectum, the indica- 
tion shewn by manual exploration would be the same. In 
the latter case it would be better not to make use of ins- 
truments which are more difficult to direct than the hand 
or finger to reach the object. Ntiaton reports an interest- 
ing case. 



/ 
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The beer-glass broken in the rectum. ^' In 

1 814 a man had introduced a large beer-glass into his 
rectum after a drunken orgie. The attempts'^to extract it 
were fruitless; the forceps were applied, but the glass 
broke, and it was possible to extract only the smaller 
fragment. M. Velpeau, after several unsuccessful attempts, 
was obliged to turn the foreign body round in order to 
bring it out by its smaller extremity, and in spite of the 
care which he took to protect the walls of the intestine 
with a shoe-horn, he was unable to prevent considerable 
lacerations. The patient succumbed eight days afterwards 
to a phlegmon of the pelvis. " 

This fact fully confirms our statement above, that the 
introduction of instrumeots into the rectum is not always 
without danger, and also that this conduit is susceptible 
of an extreme dilatation. 

Saucerotte, however, was obliged to make use of the 
forceps to extract from the anus of an old maid a scent- 
bottle, five inches long by one in diameter. — The opera- 
tion had no serious results. 

Diversity of the foreign bodies introdu- 
ced through the anus. When we run through 
the observations of surgeons respecting foreign bodies 
introduced through the anus, we see the most incon- 
gruous objects figuring there, some of which we quote in 
the following observations. 

Morands reports (i) that a man aged 50 complained to 
the Academy that he had the canula of a syringe in his 
fundament, and that when he felt the foreign body seized 
by Professor Gerard's forceps, he completed the operation 
himself by running out of the hospital, but leaving between 

(i) In the Mimoires de TAcademUde ChirurgU. 
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the forceps of the astonished operator a large wooden 
knitting-sheath. 

- Another case is that of a man, aged 30, who left a coni- 
cal piece of wood in his reaum, three inches long and 
two inches wide .at its base, which Saucerotte could not 
extract without the help of a gimlet. 

Again a weaver thrust through his anus a turnip with its 
head complete, and still equipped with its principal root, 
and we hear of a monk, from J. Nolet, who inserted into 
his rectum a phial full of Hungary water, in order to 
cure himself of the colic, as he sanctimoniously declared. 

Desault preserves an observation for our benefit of a 
public writer who inserted in his fundament a jam-pot, 
five inches long, of a conical shape without any handle at 
bottom, and the small extremity of which measured two 
inches m diameter. 

M. BuflFet informed the Medical Society of the case of 
an individual who, having thrust into his anus a tavern 
glass, the fragments of which had to be extracted with the 
forceps, was not cured by this of his curious fancy, but 
later on thrust into the same place a glass decanter which 
he broke himself in the paroxysm of his sufifering, by hit- 
ting it with the handle of a fire-shovel. 

This practitioner also relates the story of a husband- 
man, aged 46^ who, while polluting himself in the ordi- 
nary way by means of an ear of barley insinuated into the 
urethra, did not disdain however a pollution by thepos- 
.terior also. On the first occasion he pushed into his rec- 
tum a large snuffbox, of a slight cylindrical shape, which, 
2$ it would not come out, compelled him to have re- 
course to a surgeon's assistance; but this experience was 
of no profit to him, for a short time after he again intro- 
duced into the intestine a wooden mug^ which this time 
it was impossible to extract and which caused his death. 
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De Marchetis mentions the introduction of a pig's tail 
into a prostitute's anus. It was a most troublesome matter 
to extract it because the persons who had played this 
sorry trick, had introduced the animal's tail the same way 
as the hairs lay» so that it was impossible to ^thdraw it 
without brushing up the hairs. 

The American doctor, Parker, succeeded in extracting a 
glass mug, 3 i/i2 inches high, and having a diameter of 
2 inches at the base, which had been introduced by a 
prostitute into the anus of a Chinaman, aged 60, while he 
was drunk, and which was successfully extracted without 
breaking the glass. 

But perhaps the two most original cases are those of a 
cook's knife and of the neck of a bottle. Before deuching 
these let us recall what we have mentioned of the case 
related by Tardieu of the two children, the brother aged 
5 years and the sister 7, who had been subjected to mons- 
trous practices, and particularly to the introduction of 
carrots, potatoes and spoons into the anus, from which 
such a dilatation of the anus resulted to the little girl, 
that it was nearly blended with the vagina. 

The sheath of the Cook's knife. A knife, 
according to the cook's tale, had been stuck into a bench 
by its point. The cook, who apparently must have been 
lightly clad, wishing to sit down on the bench, sat down 
with his hole open wide^ and swallowed it up. This was his 
firstversion. 

Two days after, he was obliged to give up his work. At 
the end of a month suflfering great pain (and he must have 
been) not to say seriously ill, he consulted M. Le Denta, 
who examined the oflFending part. At 7 or 8 centimtoes 
from the entrance of this chance sheath so benevolently 
supplied to the knife, an inflammatory tumour had deve- 
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loped. The point of the instrument was felt there, which 
had slipped very high into its new case, and it was possi- 
ble to touch the handle. Incision ! A compassionate pair 
of forceps seized the point. The patient had been chloro- 
formed. In vino veriiaSy says the Latin proverb. Anaesthesia 
has its intoxication too, and under its influence the cook 
stammered out, " I did it myself" (i). 

The neok of PltinA's bottle. Pitine, surnamed 
the Little Guano, resided in a snug little apartment in the 
Avenue des Champs-Elys6es, and earned his bread by fol« 
lowing an industry which dates back to the time of 
Sodom. 

He had a respecuble circle of clients, and on Sundays 
he used to frequent the Avenue des Acacias, and on that 
holiday he used to reduce his price to 5 francs. This piti* 
fill creature was afflicted with an all-pervading passion for 
sodomy^ and during the week he used to climb on the 
outside of the omnibuses to offer himself to the butcher 
boys. When he was repulsed and returned home alone, 
he gave himself up to anal masturbation by means of the 
long neck of a bottle. 

An accident occured to Pitine which created a great 
commotion in the medical world. 

Owing to a cause which is somewhat difficult to explain^ 
the n^ck of the bottle while performing its office was 
swallowed up in the intestine. Pitine, in consternation, 
summoned a doctor, who decided that a surgical operation 
was necessary. The doctor chloroformed the patient and 
did not awake him until after he had very sldlfully extrac- 
ted the object. When he awoke, Pitine perceived his ins*- 
trument of pleasure, threw himself upon it, seized it and 
cried put, displaying the greatest joy. 

(1) Victor Meimier, ExatUricitit physidkfifim, 

a6 
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" Here you are then, ray darling, another time I will 
tic a bit of string to you, so as not to lose you. (i) *' 

A neiv ivay of eating hard-boiled eggs. 

We will complete this series of anecdotes by relating the 
story, verified de visu, of a convict in the Island of Nou, 
in New Caledonia. The convict, a youth employed as a 
domestic, was cook to an employ^ of the Penitentiary, 
and had cooked a dish of hard-boiled eggs with spinach. 
Half-a-dozen eggs had been given to him, but the master 
of the house when he came to examine the quarters which 
had been cut up, could only find those of four. Inde ira! 
He accused his cook of having eaten two eggs. The latter 
denied it with all his might, but he was betrayed by a 
small Kanaka scullion. The cook, as soon as the eggs had 
cooled, had taken the two largest and delicately introdu* 
ced them into his anus. I was residing next door to the 
official. He sent for me to verify the delinquency ; I order- 
ed the accused to assume the usual position for defecating, 
and I made him penetrate his anus with his index finger 
steeped in oil. Then bidding him push the anal sphincter 
forcibly so as to open it, I gave the patient a sharp smack 
on the belly. An egg immediately came out by its small 
end. But the second egg, which had been put in with the 
small end firsts besides being far larger than the first (the 
second was a duck's egg) showed its large rounded end 
clearly at the entrance, but did not pass it. I made a hole 
in it first with a gimlet, and then introduced a corkscrew 
in its place. The egg partly broke in the passage, but the 
larger piece having come out, I drew out die rest with my 
bent index finger. 

Here is a new way of eating eggs which is unknown to 
the majority of people. 

(i) Docteur Luiz, LesFdktores. Paris, 1888. 
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Let US finish this series of strange facts by giving Tar- 
dieu's opinion^ who thus sums them up. 

0]>inion of Tardieu on the dilatabllity of 
the rectum and anus. '^ These facts are of a nature 
to show that the dilatability of the anus and the rectum is 
almost without limits, or rather that the only ones arc 
those which are oflfered by the osseous walls of the lesser 
pelvis. Besides^ a surgical operation intended to put an 
end to horrible pains of fissure, and which has latterly 
been widely disiseminated, the forced dilatation of the 
sphincter has just thrown a clear light on these singular and 
hitheno almost incomprehensible cases of enlargement of 
the anus and excessive extensibility of the rectum. It is 
certain that the dilatation which is effected abruptly by the 
surgeon's effort, is made more slowly but quite as com- 
pletely in the case of the pederast who is addicted to 
habits of passive sodomy. The new element, which has 
been brought into the question by the surgical treatment 
of fissure of the anus, should not be neglected, and deser« 
ves our attention from the point of view of the means of 
defence employed to cover the traces of pederasty. We 
ought, for the present, to confine ourselves to bringing 
fonh the really decisive significance which the fact of the: 
introduction into the rectum of voluminous foreign bodiei 
should not fail to have to the eyes of the expert. '* 

Importance of the Mammae, or Breasts. It 

is not unreasonable for us to consider the mammae as an 
annex of the genital apparatus, for they secrete a liquid in- 
tended to nourish the new born child when it comes forth 
from its mother's womb. The important part which de- 
volves upon them as erogenous centres of genital sensibility 
has caused them to be abused, and there is a mammary 
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onanism in existence just as there in an onanism of the 
penis and clipris. Their development is in constant corre- 
lation with that of the reproductive apparatus It is the 
first sign of the young girls puberty and nubility,and these 
external charms, joined to dl the rest, seduce the hean of 
man. Their sensibility which becomes more exquisite with 
each menstruation marks their relation and their close 
sympathy with the generative organs of the woman. They 
assume a more considerable volume at the moment of pu- 
berty and particularly at that of parturition. Well deve- 
loped in girls who are properly shaped with reference to 
genital requirements, they display on the contrary a rudi- 
mentary appearance in those who are devoid of such en- 
dowments. We firequently see young girls with slightly 
prominent hips, with angular forms, with an upper lip 
lightly fringed with hair, with a masculine gait and a de- 
veloped clitoris, displaying at the same time hardly any 
mammae, and those scarcely more developed than those 
of a young boy. The opulent development of these organs 
is most frequently a sovereign excitant for the two sexes 
in their conjugal caresses. The lascivious attraction and 
charm which these two eminences exert over the genital 
sense demonstrate the amorous heat, sensibility and exci- 
tement Which exist in them. 

We give below the anatomical description of the mam- 
mae taken from Beauois and Bouchard {Nouvedux Elimmts 
d^Jnatomie descriptive) a work which has been of the great- 
est assistance to us in editing this first part. 

Mammary glands of the Woman. The mam- 
mae, two in number in the human species, are situated on 
a level with the great pectoral, the lower edge of which 
they slightly overpass, from the third to the seventh rib and 
transversely from the sternal edge to the arm-pit. They 
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are at>out o*X2 wide at their base by 0*09 in height. 

Their size is very variable, and depends on the size it- 
self of the gland and especially on the quantity of adipose 
tissue which surrounds it. 

Their shape is almost hemispherical, and may also be 
slightly conical. In any case, the summit of th^ gland, 
occupied by a voluminous papilla, the nipple, is turned 
forwards and slightly outwards. After gestation and lacta- 
tion, the nipple changes its shape, becomes pendant and 
piriform, and may even become considerably elongated in 
cejrtain races (Hottentots). 

The ni^^/^, ordinarily situated at the height of the fourth, 
intercostal space^ represents a voluminous projecture, cy- 
lindrical or conical, rounded at its extremity and of varia- 
ble length (o°oio to o'^ois). Sometimes it scarcely goes 
beyond the surface of the breast, and may even be sunk 
below its level. Its colour is brown or rosy; its surface is 
wrinkled, like shagreen; provided with large papillaie, and 
displays the twelve to fifteen orifices of the lactiferous 
conduits. The nipple increases in size during menstruation 
and pregnancy and is liable to grow hard when touched, or 
under the influence of lascivious thoughts. 

The nipple is surrounded by a zone of o^oj to o"*o4 in 
width, called the areola 0} the nipple, of a rosy colour, 
which becomes brownish during pregnancy. It is covered 
with circular concentric series of papillae, which are in 
continuation with those of the nipple. During pregnancy 
and lactation, a certain number of nodules are observed 
there (5 to xq), reaching o"003 in size, Morgan's tuber- 
cles. These are nothing eke but aberrant lactiferous glands^ 
incompletely developed, and sometimes a little milk may 
be obtained from their orifice. (Montganery, J. Duval). 

The breast is composed, i'^ of the mammary gland and 
its connective interstitial tissue; 2"^^ of a layer of adipose 
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tissue covered by the skin; 3*^ of the skin and nipple. And 
lastly it possesses vessels and nerves. 

(!•*) Mammary gland. The mammary gland is isolated 
and has the shape of a disc thicker at its centre, and the 
posterior surface of which is slightly concave; the anterior 
or cutaneous surface is convex and hollowed with numer- 
ous cupuliformed depressions. Except when in the state 
of pregnancy it form a greyish white homogeneous mass, 
of an almost fibro-cartilaginous consistency and very in- 
completely lobulated. During lactation^ on the contrary, 
the glandular granulations and the lobules become more 
evident, but can never however be so easily isolated as 
in the ordinary glands and clusters. It may there be seen 
that it is composed of from twelve to fifteen lobules, each 
of which gives rise to a distinct excretory conduit, or. lactic 
ferous canal ; these canals open on the nipple, after dis- 
playing oti a level with the areola a fusiform dilatation 
{ampulla or lactiferous sinus) which may attain a width of 
o""oo8: After this dilatation they undergo a contraction, 
and on a level with their exterior opening they are hardly 
more than o"*oo4 in diameter Each one of the lobules may 
be injected separately; nevertheless anastomoses, which 
are denied by several authors, exist between the lactifo- 
rous canals and the difierent lobules (A. Dubois). 

Lactiferous conduits (i). The mammary glands 
have the ordinary structure of cluster-shaped glands The 
glandular vesicles or acinic are rounded or pear-shaped, and 
are composed of a proper membrane and a polygonal epi- 
thelium,, the cellules of which, at the moment of lactation 
are considerably multiplied and are infiltrated with fat. 
Acini of new formation are produced at this period. The 

(i)AftcrVidal. 
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thinnest excretory conduits, whifli issue directly from the 
acini, have the same structure as the latter. In the larger 
conduits are found, from without inwards, a fibrous mem- 
brane, a proper homogeneous membrane, and a cylindrica 
epithelium. There are no smooth muscular fibres in thfeir 
walls. 

The connective interstitial tissue becomes excessively 
rich in plasmatic cells at the period of lactation. It is dense 
and resistant in the deep part of the gland and looser at 
the periphery. Under the lower surface of the gland there 
stretches a distinct fibrous lamina, which separates it from 
the aponeurosis of the great pectoral; on its superficial 
surface it encircles some species of depressions, in which 
are situated greasy lumps which give to the surface of the 
glaild an alveolated appearance whea these lumps are re- 
moved. 

(2"^) Tfje adipose layer, which covers the breast and 
gives to it its rounded form and its elasticity, is o"*03 in 
thickness on an average, a thickness however which may 
vary within widely extended limits. 

(3'"^) The skin of the breast exhibits nothing in particular 
except at the level of the areola and the nipple. There it is 
pigmented, provided with large papillae, vascular or ner- 
vous, and contains sebaceous^glands with hairy follicles, as 
well as sudorific glands. But what especially characterizes 
it is its wealth of smooth muscular fibres. 

These fibres are for the most part disposed circularly 
in the areola aiid the nipple, and play the part of sphinc- 
ters in connection with the lactiferous conduits which 
the traverse. By their contraction, they contract the areola, 
and elongate and harden the nipple (erection of the nipfde). 
Longitudinal fibres are also found in the nipple which dis- 
appear at its base in the connective interstitial tissue. 
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Vessels and nefves. The arteries of die breast 
come from the internal mammary, from the long thoracic, 
and from the aortal intercostals. The deep veins acbom* 
pany the arteries; sub-cutaneous veins are also met with, 
which are often vbible beneath the skin and which some- 
times form an incomplete circle beneath the areola (Hal- 
ler*s venous circle). The larger number £dl into the external 
jugular. The lymphatics, exceedingly numerous, proceed 
to the ganglia of the arm-pit^ and through the inter- 
costal lymphatics to the ganglia of the thoracic cavity. 
The nerves come from the fourth, fifth, and sixth intercos- 
tal nerves, and from the thoracic branches of the brachial 
plexus. The larger part of them proceed to the skin. '' 

Lacteal secretion. The lactealsecretion first shows 
itself at the moment of parturition by the excretion, under 
the influence of pressure, of a transparent yellowish li- 
quid, called colostrum, which represents the milk in the 
embryonic state.Soon the latter itself appears with the pro- 
perties which characterize it. 

The milk is a thick liquid, of a white colour and opa- 
que, composed of an emulsion, that is to say of a large 
quandty of fatty globules held in suspension in a transpa- 
rent liquid. If the milk is allowed to stand for some time, 
a layer of cream is formed on the surftice, which exaaly 
represents the fiitty matter of the milk. By beating it, the 
membranes which envelope the fatty globules are torn, 
and the fatty matter then becomes butter. Under the in- 
fluence of acids, hot air, and certain substances (rennet, 
etc.) the milk grows sour and curdles, the concrete part is 
cheese or caseine ; the liquid portion left, which has a sour- 
ish taste, constitutes whey. 

Chemical composition of the milk. The ana- 
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lysis of woman's milk furnishes the following proportions 
per litre. 

Water 900 grammes. 

Butter 30 — 

Caseine 28 — 

Sugar of milk, 45 — 

Phosphates ; 2.50 — 

The sugar is a complete aliment not only for the child, 
but often abo for anyone recovering from a serious illness. 

Anomalies of the Mammae. Multimammal wo- 
men, that is to say those who have more than two mam- 
mae» drt met with more frequently in warm than in cold 
climates. 

History relates that the mother of Alexander Severus 
had three breasts. Madame Wethes, of Trfeves, one of the 
loveliest women of her time, also had three pretty breasts 
on her chest, forming a kind of triangle. . 

Lynceussaw a handsome Roman lady who had four 
breasts arranged in two lines one above, the other below, 
which did not pass beyond the short ribs. 

Gardner knew a mulatto woman at the Cape, possess- 
ed of five perfectly developed breasts, each of them able 
to furnish half a litre of milk. Nature had made her this 
gift on account of her feccindity. This woman became a 
mother when she was 14 years old, and bore children 
four and five at a time. 

Perey, an army surgeon, speaks in his Memoirs of a 
vivandiire from whose chest hung 5 long breasts^ 4 of 
which were full ; the fifth was flaccid and wrinkled. 

We find in the Dictionnaire Philosophique the story of 
the woman who had foui^ large breasts on her chest, with 
ends olF excessive length ; an excrescence adorned with 
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hair proceeded from her rump; the hairs were so bushy 
that it would have been taken at first for a mare*s tail. 

Victor Meunier in his Excentriciiis physiologiques descri- 
bes the abnormalities of the breast. 

** The number of these magic bottles, always full, from 
which the woman's suckling draws with eager lip, is 
subject to variation. Instead of a pair, we'find them up 
to half-a-dozen, quite a basketful which establishes between 
mammifers like ourselves and the other members of the 
class, a resemblance which is flattering to the latter. It is 
said that AnneBoleynhadthree. A mother and her daugh- 
ter observed by Adrien de Jussieu each had as many; A 
woman who a few years ago was under the care of M. Ma- 
rotte had four, of which two were under the arm-pits and 
all gave milk. Here again, the men are in no wise inferior. 
Francois and Blandin give the case of a lieutenant in the 
Artillery who had four mammae. I> Handyside has pub- 
lished two facts of the same kind : the supplementary 
organs were situated beneath the two others and were 
much smaller than the latter : the subjects, whose pho- 
tographs were displayed to the Medico-surgical Society of 
Edinburgh, were tall and robust, with large beards and a 
masculine physiognomy. Quite recently (1886) M* Blan- 
chard has related- to the Society of Biology the case of a 
man, the faiher of thirteen children, who, a few inches 
below each breast, bore a supernumerary nipple, a kind 
of badge of his generative merit; be has not transmitted 
this peculiarity to all his children, but to all those of one 
sex which is... the femjnipe? no : to the seven boys, each 
one of whom has, like him, these two supplementary 
nipples placed as they are on the fsither and more or less 
developed! Wait I 

Of these seven sons, one only, the youngest, has had 
daughters ;^ he has only had one, while he has had four 
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sons and all the latter are shaped like the six uncles and 
the grandfather, while the daughter, like her cousins, 
displays no peculiarity- 

A young Polish woman, a servant, had her first child 
when she was aged i6, a boy whom she suckled herself. 
She did not then notice an}r^ing peculiar in herself, I 
mean to say on her chest, except some spots of pigment, 
which she took for molesy more especially as there were 
similar ones in diflferent parts of the body, among others 
behind the neck. 

When she become a mother the second time, she kept 
her bed for two days, when she observed that her mohs 
gave milk. These supposed moles had become nipples. At 
the same time, she felt a " disagreeable moisture " under 
her arm-pits; on looking there, milk was seen again sup- 
plied by other accessory nipples, the latter without pig- 
mented areolae. M. Birganski, a few days later, having 
laid this phenomenal thorax bare in order to photograph 
them, discovered, beneath the breasts, which were extre- 
mely developed and pendant, two fresh nipples. On count- 
ing them all, their number was raised to eight, of which 
2 axillary, 4 pectoral and 2 abdominal ; the six first were 
situated in a. nearly symmetrical fashion, while the dis- 
tance of the two latter to the mammae was perceptibly 
different than from one to the other. 

The child only drew milk from the well-shaped and 
developed mammae, which were free from crevices and 
supplied ^ milk of excellent quality in abundance : he 
throve wonderfully. But when he sucked, a more or less 
considerable quantity of milk always exuded from the nip- 
ples under the arm-pits. On the other hand the other six 
did not supply any except when they were pressed, save 
however a tubercle of one of them, which gave a little 
of its own accord. " ■ ' 
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There are cases in which the situation of these organs 
seems to add somewhat to the interest which their number 
affords, and to strengthen the conclusion which it appears 
right to drawn from them. Thus, D' Robert de Marjeski 
mentions the case of a woman who gave suck to several 
children by means of a breast situated in the fold of the 
groin (the left). 

A German, M. Lichtenstem, the author of a mono- 
graph devoted to these curious anomalies, has observed 
half-a-dozen of them. They should be much less rare 
than could be supposed, in fact almost frequent, since 
one case has been found in 500 persoijis examined, which 
appears difficult to believe. 

Their seat of predilection is the thorax. They are found 
there in nine cases out of ten. They are always disposed 
symmetrically, above or within the normal organs, so as 
to form in connection with them a line leading to the 
umbilic. In the cases which form the latter, the tenth, 
these breasts are found almost everywhere, at the groin 
(we have quoted instances of this), in the arm-pit, at the 
thigh, on the shoulders, and the back. 

Regarding the significance of the fact, the author, it is 
unnecessary to say-, proposes a Darwinian explanation. 
These surplus mammae are a proof that the first represen- 
tatives of our species had normally a larger number of 
mammae than its present representatives. This being grant- 
ed, the rest follows of its own accord. The mammae which 
our ancestors had normally more than ourselves, as has 
just been proved, explain the supplementary mamma? which 
some of their descendants happen to show abnormally. 
Final causes, where Voltaire qualified les causefinalicrs{i)^ 
as he did, were not more convenient. 

(1) Believers in the theological doarine of *< Final Causes ''concer- 
ning which so many books exist in the English language. 
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Boty if that were very history which is still nothmg 
more than a romance, the fact in which we are concerned 
and analogous facts, would not have the grossly niater- 
ialistic significance which is attributed to them. Because 
the human species which, no more than any superior 
animal can constitute the general mean, is formed in the 
uterus of this or that species of mammifers, a fact which 
explains its zoological resemblances, should that prevent 
that species from being of another and more elevated 
essence than the rest of terrestrial creatures. 

A case a little different from the preceding has been 
afforded by a young Moorish girl, passing through one of 
the hospitals of Algiers. In her case the organs in question 
were perfectly regular both in number and shape, which 
was irreproachable. The rarity consisted solely in this: 
besides the normal neck, each bottle had a second situated 
outside the fir^t 5 centimetres from the latter and three 
tiipes less in size; similar to it otherwise. It was not 
known if these supplementary organs were able to double 
the part of their principals; the latter never having been 
put in a position to operate. ^ 

Goncluflion of the First volume. We have 
terminated all that treats of the anatomical part of this 
work, and we believe that we have said all that concerns 
the normal sex, constituted according as Nature intended it. 

Regarding the abnormal sex (Hermaphroditism), the 
study cannot be thoroughly understood until we have 
envisaged the laws of generation and gestation. This is 
the reason why we have pUced it in the Second Part of 
this book, which treats of the Physiology of the Genital 
Organ, and its Anomalies and Singularities in the Human 
Species. 
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la the first volume I have done little more than fol- 
low the beaten path, marshalling the words of many minds 
in a narrow space. In the second volume I shall discuss 
and analyse/ as they have never been analysed or discuss- 
ed before, matters which are of the greatest moment to 
all men and women who have passed their majority. 

Without descending to obscenity on the one hand, or 
to pretentious mock^modesty on the other, I shall handle 
the hidden things of human life in the spirit of the olden 
priests of Nature, whp gazed upon the nakedness of their 
divinity without shame and without surprise. 

These questions are still misunderstood; and shunned, 
misjudged, and feared, because of the misunderstanding. 
In England and her more puritanic Colonies; in the free 
States of united America, the iemeraire who dares to 
probe into the secrets of life and generation is hunted 
down with more than sleuth-hound implacability, with a 
bitterness and a hatred that men rarely show over other 
things. Yet surely Aretino was right in maintaining that 
men have more reason to be proud than ashamed of those 
organs through whose instrumentation they come into 
being! 

For my part^^ I must say that a desire to shed light has 
been the mainspring of my researches, and philosophi- 
zings. From ignorance of the vital things recorded in the 
present and succeeding volumes — corner-stones to a great- 
er work in the future — most of the ills, dog-and-cat 
bickerings, cruelty between husbands and wives, domestic 
unhappiness, misery, divorce, suflfering and death ^ step 
forth and evolve with the unerring sureness of fate. 

These questions and studies wwj^ not be despised. Upon 
their correct interpretation hang the life and joy of huma- 
nity. Neither should they be made matter for vulgar 
mirth. In the knowledge of their mysteries is the revc- 
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rence and strengthening of body and mind. I do not seek 
to reduce the Science of Passional Ethnology to a lower 
level; my aim has been to lift it up to a greater height. 
Richard Payne Knight wrote the ** Worship of Priapus ", 
my object has been to reveal and aureolise the outlines of 
its essential DIVINITY AND GLORY. 

D' JACOBUS X.... 
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